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BELRI T (iditor: iuhyiddin Nsuli, Sunni-Moslem, opposition)

Commenting on the formation of the new Jyrian government,
this paper writes:

wie have with &;prehension bren followlng the news

of the cabinet crisis which arose in Jyria & week

ago, fearing lest the Syrians should remain iu their
indecision and difficultims and lest they should lose
the greatly needed stabllity. But the crisis is over
now and Hasim al-Judsi has taken charge oi the
administration, He is steady and enjo{s a hi.h educa-
tion and a great political morality which maks us

hope that he will pilot the Syrian ship to the shore
of safety...¥e have sald that the new cablnet in
Syria is formed of elements that do not lack lnowledge,
understanding and intelligence. ilthough the cabinet
is provisional, it would becows permanent 1f : -Judsi
snd his colleagues would know how to aet quickly and
how to liberate the Syrian people from the many

bonda es that ere oppressing them, the bondagss of
poverty, ignorance, disease and fear, particularly

the bondage of fear,"

This paper reports that the Ministry of Interior lwarned
yesterday that a fight developed at al-Duwair between
the followers of Deputy Yusuf Bey al-lein and of Leputy
Adil Bey Usairan on the cne hand, and the followers of
Minister iAhmad Bey al-Asad and Deputy Muhammad Sey ale
Fadhil on the other, iiifles, sticks and stones were used
during the fight which resulted in ths injury of five
persons, .

AL-HAYAT (Editor: Kamil Muruwwa, chla-fioslem, independent)

devotes its editorial to the tripartite declaration:

"It is reperted that the Arab states are now studying
the tripartite declaration prelimknary ts discussing
it in the Political Committee of the Arab Lea _ue, "e

weleome this intersst byt ou condition that the discus-
sion will deal wot with“disease but with the nedicine,

"The disease is kmown from the standpoint of Lhe &rab
states' relations with the three great powers, if
these powers have divided the irab East amongrt Lhem-
selves into spheres of influence, ths Arsb jovern-
ments have confirmed and adhered to this division,
Those who revolted against the divislon atliemjted to
move from the lap of one power intc that of another,

»yhat is the influence of the zreat powers? is it
{afluence over & village for interference in the
slection of a hiukhtar %cld.rusn). or influence on a
ﬂﬁﬂi#i?lliﬁy for the appointment of a nightguard or a
worker? It is influeac¢e over finance, over the army
snd over the 'high policy'. On this Easiu, the
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Arad governments!
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"This i Hritain dominating Lhe flnance, the arms

and the high policy in Jordan znd Iraq. Have we heard
the governments of Baghdad and Aasman revolting epains
this domination? ,

"These are Lebanon and syria, Thelr financial re-
sources are in the hEnds of the French, Their armies'
weapons are bound to French industry and the pelicy

of each ene of them is consistent with French purposes
in the Arab East,

"Thig ie Saudi Arsbia unconditionally clinging to the
United States., All its finances, arms and ,olicies are
subject to American wishes firatiy and lastiy.

"sits regard to Egypt it is trying to revelt agasinst
British influence, but it is seeking to counter-
balance it through the Amerlcans,

"Thug every érab state has followsd & forei_n direction
conscnant with the amblitions of its rulers, .e have
not yet heard that these states have coopersted with
themselves for creating strength out of Arsb unity,
while unity it the only way for confronting inter-
national influence, But everyone of them held on

%o what it cslls its independence, while ea«h one of
these 'independences'ls the product of Englend and
France, Why do you thenfind the tripartite declara-
tion strange? Why the crocodile tearsi”

AL-"TAMAL (Maronite, opposition, organ of the Lebanese :halan e)

strongly demends the revision of the ilectlon Law and
complains that meneuvers are being made for evading, the
evision of this law, The paper also criticizes the
government and the Chambsr of Deputles which it clains is
the root of all the evil in Lebaon,

AN-NAHAR {Editor: OChassan Twaini, lreek Crthodex, opjosition)

reviews the present political situation in Lyria on the
occasion of the formation of the new Jyrian jovernment sand

says in part:

*The formation of a provisional cabinet under such
circumatances does not inafire optimism, Time is not
ghe ally of cabinets of this type, because they do
not help it to compose ldifferences and unite the
forces., 4 Cgbinet like the one in guestion which does
not proclaim its faith in the system from which it

s emanated; which proclaims that it will rct have
the courage to undertake any measure save that of
letting the Constituent Assembly do what it likes;
apnd which assures the people and itself that it has
eome Lo power only to allow the legislators Lo
legislate their constitution, such & cablnet does
not offer a single yuarantee for survival,

*Obviously, those who c¢ling to the survival of

vhe republicen system in 8yria and who are anxious

to preserve “yria's existence would not have been
apprehensive about the fate of this cabinet had it
nﬂgrbetn for their fear that it would be, as its
head has sald, a transitional cabinet which will lead

Approv%&%ﬁi{fmmﬁRBP§§£52’F%t05§8&1%805‘-%‘.' to a
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*However, if responsibilities must te Tixed in this
eircumstance, the first responsibility falls on the
Army which ceme to liberate the country frow. a non-
congtitutiongl status hut falled Vo creste « cone
stitutional element to cuarantee politicael stabilicy
in the country. The second responsibility - and

not the first - falls on the statesmen who risge
understood the meaning of stability...”

AP=DIYAR (Editor: Hanna Chosn, (Oresk-Urthodox, opposition)

editorializes on Nazim al-yudei's formation of the new
Syrian cabinet. it says in pert after criticizing the
Syrian arny's intervention in polltics:

"1f the Army leaders will not interveab,,.and if
they let the Syrimn parties play the perliaseit ary same
freely, Syria will pass over a fearful ¢risis,

"il-(udel's task is hard, Before dwslling on it znd
on the general polivical situation, we will bide cur
time tc see the stand of the leaders of the coups,
Have the army legders taken lessons {rom the events
of the coups and consented to funetion as militarists
only?*#

B (Zdivor: Camille Yusuf Shamun, Maronite,
opposition)

writes that the Arab countries have received the news of
the formation of the new Syrian Cabinet with indifferance,
because they axfeetad a cabinet which will include all

the Syrian parties, Thus, the paper adds, Nezim 3l-Zudsi's
cabinet 15 not a government in the full sense of the
sxpression, but it is closer t¢ & board of directars.

than te a government wishing, to rule the country, jparticulariy
in the present circumstances, Admitiing that Nazim al-
Qudsi's persenality renders hin worthy of heailng a
~overnment, the paper says that his polivical persconality
is not enough if 1% is notv assisted by leadsrs experienced
in the national and politicael fields, The paper then
points out the econemic problems betwsen Lebanon and 3yria
snd hopes that Hassan Jabbara, the new Kinister ¢l Finance
and Bconomy will endeavor to open negotiations with Lebanon
for agresment and understanding. The paper then concludes;

"The {formation of the Syrian Cabinet in this wanner
¢learly indicates that the crisis through which Syria
is passing trans¢ends cabinets, positions, rograms,
and internal affsirs. It iz deeper than all these,
%e will not exaggerate if we say that embraczs the
policy of survival,,."

Approved For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600170003-8



CPYR

GHT

" /
dune 7, 1950

Approved For Rgéleaé,e 2002/01/16 :-CIA-RDP83-00415R005600170003-8

-

it is M ERRLOSOIE TO

£ oW O i gaﬁrgp rIess

(iditor: suhylddin Nsuli, Sunni-toslem, opposition)

again editorializes on the new Syrian  overnment and
says in parg:

"Nagim el-cudsi's government which includes ele-
ments whose intellectuml and woral efficlencies
are undenlable will face nwserous responsibilities
with caution and foresight, althou,! it is ¢
provisional or transitional _overnment, Thus,

it will side with truth end actuality in the Arab
League, strengthen its economic rslations with
Lebanon and syread stability in oSyria and the Arab
world, "

AL-HAYAT (tditor: Eamil Muruwwa, Shia-ioslem, indeperdent)

This paper's editor says that hie wus lasplred in writing
today's editorial on the subject of How 1o arm (ub-
selves” by a picture {published alon side the editorial)
depieting an Aimerican officer tralnin, five _urojsans
iniths methods of using American arms, The editer
writes:

"Until receatly, we ueed to arm ourselves from

any source, ..ebanon and 3yria, for Instance, used
to buy arms from France and then from Zelglug,
Italy and Czechoglovakia, Other /rab states
purchased arms from ltaly. This is very so00d,

But the last Loandon conference decided several

days az9 o coordinate Lurojean arm$ along Lasrican
standards, Thls means that the Suropean ares will
melt, after a time, into the imerican arms, . hat
would we then do with our arms? From where sould
we purchase anwunitlion for ocur armg? Jould we
remaln at the mercy of cne or two factories
producing 'obsolete' arms in svery Luropean .ountry?

"se trust that this point would ve taken into
consideration when purchasing arms in the future

8o that we will not find ourselves after a yoar or
two possessing useless amrms without ammunitiun, and
50 that our millions would hot be squandersd]

“4e wish that the Arab League Councll would ciudy
this aspect during ite forthcomin, meeting, .
wish slsc that it would study the sublect of
coordination of armement sc¢ that each irab country
would acquire one type of sims in accordance with
the interest of the whole, Thus the combines ferces
would become ¢ complete unlt alon, the line f the
last decision of the Atlantic powers,...”
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uﬂ”"”:;nﬂﬁii!‘ﬂ fiplomatiec Lorrespondent writes in e long

M/ﬂ,»’“ .

article thet in order to setile the Eyyptian~derdan
dispute snd te preserve Azab unity and the Arab Leacue,
Lebanon has nedisted with Epypt and Irag with Jorden,
This mediation, tle aarrasfaadent declares, has resilted
in ths formulation of a joint Iragi-lLzbanese proposal
embodying the weans for settling the dlspute, Irag
will subrit thes sroposal to Jordan and Lebanon to Lyypt.
The correspendent understands that Fu'ed immun, irecter
General of the Lebanese Forei n Uffice, has taﬁen with
him 2 copy of the rroposal for submission Lo the E%yp%i&ﬂ
authorities in Calro; and that the visit of Jordan's
Foreizn “inister to iraq has Leen made for the purpose
of disoussin, the Iraqi-lLebanese proposal with the
tegent there. I‘he Correspondent then adda that official
ecireles are showing great interest in the proposal and
are claiming that it 8 success will be re arded :s a
,sé%kly siynificant turning point in ihe discussions
» ahigili take plsce during the forthcoming ireh League
CUnRcil,

AN=HAHAR (®ditor: Uhassan Twaini, Greek-Urthedox, opposition)

editorialises on Cairo reports that the Arab Leajue
states are preparing a Jjolnt reply to the three-power
daclaration and sa.s in part:

wyith regard to the three great powers, we do not
know what lmportance they will attach to the

roclsed reply. The reader wf the tripartite

sclaration will ses that the decleration wes lssued -
only after the approval of the Arab states, nasely,
after they submitted sufficlent assurances iLlat lhey
will not use arms purchased from the %West for any
agzressive purpose, Therefore, these assurances
gonstitute, in themselves, the only reply wiich the
ATab states could possibly submit to the dewocraeies,
Every reply which will exceed the scope of the assurances
will be regarded as nullification of these assurances,
and will ultisately spoil the prineiple of the
dsclaration and compel the Western powsrs to change
their attitude towsrd the Arab states in & uanner

- which we do not know how the latter states will

receive it} :

"It is probable that the Arab states were takm
unaweres by the move of the three ; reat powars,
thus offering essursnces while not reallsin, the
extent of thelr atvtitude, Or, they were obliged
to submit these assurances. However, the impa tent
thing is that the assurances have been submitted and
that they do not cnly coamstitute aa actual non-
szgression treaty with Isrsel, but they also
econatitute recogmition of the existence of srasl
antil the Western powers permit its disappesrance,
In view of this situation which is regarded as a
retrsat on the part ef the Arsb states which
threatoned ravenge, & second round, the recuve

of usurped ri hts, et ceters, public opinion wggl
not aceeyt a new allurement sud will not ermit the
govermments to cover thelr retreat with tumult and
aglcation, ’
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Apprc;ved For Release<2002/01/16 C@DP83-00415R005600170003-8

J #]f they are preparing a reply, we wish to assure
wﬂ””“” them that we ﬁnew'th:‘reai rt@iyt They have told

isrsel: 'Yes, remain.' uith regard Lo the promised
reply, we are not interested in its conteats,
becauses we will not believe it, No one will

pelicve 1%, The last to bslieve 1t will be the
powers to which they intend sending the reply,

*However, the éay will ceme when the Arab pecples
will, in turn, reply not oaly the Western powers
but thelr jovernments alsol™ ,

ﬁh:igﬁ&& {Maronite, opposition, er:an of the Lebanese ihalange

Farty)

condemns the presert Rlection Law by accusing it of

having stunfed the growth of parliamentary life in Lebanon
and turned the Cheamber of Deputies into a party amcnopolised
by & group of feudalists who impose thelr will and saralyze
svery afpatitien. It elaims that there ie unaninity

in public opinion snd in the press on the necessity

of revising the ©Tlection iLaw in & manner consistent with
the wishes of the people and with democratic and rarlia-
mant system 30 that "we will attaln sound rejresentatiofl
and not appeasements, bargains, not half-sclutions which
do net remove the corruption and sradicate ths gause of
complaints,® ’

AD=UIYAR (iditor: Hanmna Chosn, Iresk-Urthodox, pro=governsent)

Under the headline "Our Welcome to the Guest Freach
Admiral® this paper writes that the receptions wiich
wers held in Lebanon in honor of the visiting French
merines demonstrated~®the friendship which binds France to
Lebsnon and proved that the leaders of our indspendence
and of the libcrntiea moverent do not differentiste
betwesn one powsr and another and that new France is

not differsent, from the standpoint of friendship end
prestige, from Britain, the United States and any other
fri ¥y power," 1t then  oes on to say that ac frimide
ship is pessible between any [ower 172 it ig not -ased
on mutusl respect and

wghat the government and the {tﬂyla wished to show
the difference betwesn the welcome which was aceorded
in the past to the French marimes or Yo any Freach
representative and that accorded today. Vhen we
feted them, or when the ruisrs who ed in their

name feted them 1n the past, ¢ ussd to sgy:

trrance is feting itself,! But today our rulers,

the lenders of the independence movement and of the
country are feting France's representatives and
Lebanor is fetiny with them, Thus the world 1s
witnessinz that friendship does prevail tetween the
two 1nﬂi§%aaaat countries and the leadsrs of new
France are realizing that friendship based on

sutual respect and emanating from the heart of the
pesple is stronger and more snduring than 'traditional
tritné?hipf whose weak gossamer is woven Ly the imperial
spider!®

ASH-SEARG {Sditor: Fhairi al-Ka'kl, Sunniekioslem, exireme

nabi ist

Approved For Release 2002)IO1I16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600170003-8
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of the strategic ports in the Mediterransan &8 B Dasge
for ita Mediterranean fleetj that important contacts
are nuw being made belween Faris, London =nd washingtom
for sgresment on the areas whish will be allotted

for their respestive fleets in the Mediterranean; sd
that the port which the Fremch fleet will use faiis
within the sphere of French influence in sccordanse with
the reecent London tripartite agresment, The paper then
comzentsl S .

“Froz the time the warship 'hHontcalm' anchored at
Beirut, rumors have been filling the sky., Jome
elaim that the agreewent betwsen the three :estern
owers wes consummated during the London conference
or the distribution of spherss of in{luence in the
#iddle Bast betwsen Britain, France snd America,
rovided that Syris and Lebanon will return Lo the
ap of French lnfluence; and others state that the
visit of the French warshlp to the port of Leirut
directly followin. the issuance of the tripertite
decinration is nething but a politico~militery
demonstration intentionally staged by France in
order to show the Lebansse and Syrians that it has
returned to them,

#These rumors have been accompanied by osthey rumors

to the effect that about Lwo thousand - rench soldiers
are now on thelr way to Lebanon permansntly io warrison
in ose of ite districss under the guise of .re-
serving peace and stability in the Kiddle Last,

st cetera, will the Labanese povernment explain

these matters Lo the reople?® :

Kasib Nimr, a pro-Soviet intellectual, comments in an
article sppearing in A% -SHARQ on a statement Xamil
Fasha al-Dandari, "Former Egyptian finister to Foscow®
is reported to hive mads to AL~pI3HI, a Cairo daily
regarding Arab affairs and the three-power ﬁecl&tatiuu.
Nasib Himr praises al-3andari and says thel he openly
ascuges the Arad goverzments

wyhat 1f they wish to secept the tripertite declara~
tion and lts consequences, such acceptance would
wesn apsistance om their part for continued ex-
loitation by forelgn capitals, for protection of
aperial oil interests, for dragglng our youths into
war against the Soviet Upnlon - we have no intersst
in fighting it. 1t would also nsan acceptance
of foredgn tmperial domination, eccupation by
foreign troops of ELYPY, irag, Jordan and !orecec
srd imperial snéluence over all the Arab world,
If we are conscious of Arab hemor, we sust oblige
the thres powers te tear the declaration into pleces
and throw it into the Manchel!®

%ﬁﬁﬁi 411 the Arabic langusge newspapers publish under banner
™y

Jines Henry rharon's manifesto demanding revision of the
Llection Law.
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revievs with approbation the progras of policy of the
3yrian govermment which "won an overwhelming ma ority

* {Bditer: Muhyiddin ¥sull, ﬁgnniwﬁaslam, opnosition)

25X1A

of wvotes of confidence after the ipsuance of this brief

hut useful program.” ‘e editorial then declares in

ars:

+T¢ is now time fer “yria to ererge from the

anxiety from which 4t has suffered for almost

£4 fteen months, to march alongz the stralght
national path ia the present and the future,

to strengthen 1ts relations with the Arab BLAE Res

and to clarify its relations with the ‘‘estern
powers en firm bases of friendship and mutual

intere sts, these relations vhich were almost

destroyed hy statements yepresenting the vieus of
those who made them - whether government or none
government officials - and not the views of the

Syrian people and the Arabs.

"In discussing this program of policy and in
cengratulating al-judsi on the confidence the
representatives of the fyrian psoples have

conferred upen him, we hope thet relations will
return to normal betwoen Reirut and Damascus and
netwesn Damascus ard all the Arad capitals...”

In mpart?irz% ¥y, Pinkerton's visit to the lLsbanese
Min

Forelgn
correspondent writes:

map, Pinkerton conve ¢ to ¥inister Philip Taecla

ster at Bustrus Palace yesterdsy, BEIRUT'S

nis government's reply to the explanations labanon

nad requested in connection with the three-power

declamtion. Philip 7adas stated, following

Mr, Pinkerton's departure from Bustrus Palace,

that the explanations Lebancn had requested from
the great powers were being sent to the Lebaness

governacnt, tut hs 4id not gify the powers

that have alrcady complied with Lehanon's request.

nInformed eircles stote that ths Lebanese govemment
will keep these explanations so that when they are

complete, it will submit them to the rembers

eof the Arad Lesagus Ceuncil fer prevaring a joint

reply to the three-power declarstion.”

In its poundup of the lecal political scene, DEIRUT

srites that political amd parliamentary circles
ye sterday ghowsd great interest in Henri ‘haraen's

manife sto on the nocegsity of revising the tleetion lLaw.
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They unanimously maintained that the manifesto
constituted the first practical step for revising
the ilection law and t the *minor list™ Henri
Pharaon propeased fermala middle solution for the
differences prevaliling hetwesn the advocates and
opponents of revision, The paper then declarss that
rominent statesmen as well as a group of governmemt
eaders support this gropaaal. 3ut would the opponente
of revision accept this proposal? This gquestion, the
paper continuma‘ was not answered yesterday bDecause
of Sabrd Yimade’s absence from Heirmg ., The naper
then state: that the parlismentary Adminiatrative and
Judicial “ommittee will meet Tussday, June 13, in
order to study the Zlection Law,.

AL~HAYAT (kdivor: Lamil Furuwwa, chia-¥oslem, independent)

maintains that Henri Pharaon's manifesto on the
question of the necessity of mwiain% the Eleetion
Law takes this question from the behind-the-scene
debates and brings it into the open forum, "tating
that the government promised to revise the Election
Law immediately after the May 25, 1947 election and
that the revision wag blocked by a strodg group of
influential deputies, the paper charges that the
Election law has beon instrumental in rendering all
ths State's machinery subservient to the will and
avarice of a few individuals. It then goes on to say
after rugratting that the advocates and opponents of
revision are using sectariahism as a means for
backing their deomands

"The opposers to the revision of the :lection lLaw
are wrong in obstructing the revision. The revision
mizht promote their own more than other interests.
The existing conditions in the country are not
reasonable, The internal disturbances that have
taken place since May 25, 1947: the bloedshed, the
use of arms, the disputes, the evidences of chaos
are all born of the present Tlsctioen law.,

"The lesction Law 1s orne o the prinecipal factors
that have blocked the road “efore the new generation
and led it toc MaoBuiencs You do not see in Lebanon
today a bloa, alparty or a youth organisation that
does not endeavor either to contract or expand
Lebanon or to blow up its existing condltions.
Houldn't these facts merit appreciation at the
proper time in order to overcome them with reasonahle
solutions instead of contenting ourselves with
waiting for the disastrous consequences?”

AD-DIYAR (:diterit Hanna Ohosn, Greek-Crthodex, epnosition)

approves of Menrl Pharaon's manifesto on the necessity
of revising the Election Law and says "if the rulers
do not wish to realize all the reforms, the realization
of a part of them will be better than the realiration
of nothing. The perretuation of old conditions will
hare the pacple and the government. “robably the

ApprovEaPorREnatl 2008b¥16 : hat of the
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Alet4¥il (Maronite, opnosition, organ of the Lehanese
Phalange Party)

fully supports Henri Pharaon’'s manifeasto and says

the battle is now raging fer the revision of the
4lection law between a front supported by feudalists,
egoists amd 0ppurtun£a=:£ and a front backed by the
magres of the people with their intellectuals, workers
and peasants 21l of whom are determined to save the
country from the threatening dangera. (Note; TiIlAGRAPH
and SAYT Al-AHRAR aleo support HHenri Pharson's
statement , )
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BEIET (8ditor: Muhyiddin Nsuli, Sunniekoslem, opposition)

’ states thet Heari Fharaon's manifesto on the revision

- of the Xlection Law has been aufparteé by all tke uress
whigh regards hie sober sug:estion for the adoption of
a minor plegtion list us a Fii v step toward the desired
reforms and sound desmocratic represcntation. ‘cndering
whether the respensible authorities would listen to
Fharaon's views "which are upheld by all the .ebunese
psople” the paper criticises the government and the Chamber
of Deputies snd complains that Lebanon is beinyg dominated
by & Sew lasders who lapose thelir will from one end of
Lebanen to the other, ihs jpaper then continues:

®ije wigh that the minor list would bs civided
more than envisaged by Henri rharson s that
parlismentary representation would be sound., But
we kpow that the jump is impossible and that we
must cover one stage after another in order to
reach the smaller electoral circles where every
eleetor knows his candidate and every candldate
knows his elector... ,

*This ery which has been raised by Heari Fharaon

must have its echo in the hearts ¢f the responsible
“authorities, Otherwise, we are afrald lest this small
homsland - Lebanon - might collapse at the nands

of those who pretend to love it and sacrifice
themsslves in ites service,

BEIRUT carries thu following article reporting the v.ews
of Nida' zl-(wami Farty on the threc~power declaration:

“"The Nida' al-Qwami Farty has issued 2 statoment
eontaining its views on the three-power deciaration,
The rarty began its statement by declarin, that the
three powers wers attempting to confer on themselves
a capacity of trusteeship and domination o¥er the
Arab states &id to give themselves the right of
interfering in matters some of which are re arded
as part of the nationmal soverel nty while others
fall within the Jurisdiction of the United hations
Crianisation,

"The statement embodies a detalled study of the
deglaration end deals with the arminf; the sasurances;
and peats and security., It then tells the irab
states on the cceasion of thaeir meeting in Cairo that

1 « This declaration which has been iss.ed by the
United Eingdom, France and the United States governs
ments is an unlawful act comin; frow one side. It
does not bind the other wide tc anything., 'hiz srad
side holdes that nothiny limits its soverelinty and
1iberty except its obligatioans under the prav{siﬁna

of the Ynitec Nations Charter,
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2 « This declaration i an unfriendly act directed
sgainst the Arab states which have vifered nore than
ons svidence of their attachment to peace, raspect
for international law and zeal for avery userul
cooparation, '

3 = The Arab states must submit a note to tha UM
Zemeral Lsssmbly demanding, according to irticle lik,
that 1t intervenesiand recommends the adoption of
the necessary measures for restoring the pesceiul
atmosphere which has been 44 gturbed by an act which,
betause of itls nasure, prejudices {riendly r«lations
existing between nmaticne. It is, at the ssme time,
& flazrant violation of the yrovisions of the
Unfited Natiems Charter,

4 = Having felt the daniers threatenin; their
existence, the Arab states must {mcediately compose
their ﬂiffargnecs and reach a vnified forei;n
peliey which will ensure the ireat Arab interests
and preserve the soverelgnty anc independence of
the Arad states and the henor and life of the
pecplas of those states,”

AL=FATAT {Zditor: Famll Muruwwa, shissdioslem, independent)

writes thet the Partisans of reace in Lebanon have
issusd u statement declaring "while all the pecples are

2g to 4defend their independence and liberty we are
faeed with the imperial tripartite declarstion which
divides the Aradb countries into spheres of influence
petwesn the three puwers and attempts to mobilize them
and hurl their peoples into the war the imperiallisis
are plotting.® The statement of the rartisans of reace thin
refars to the visit of the French grulser to jefrut
followin; the imsuange of the tri ite declaravion
and to the significance of this wvisis,

~6E:lﬁﬁéh.(g§f°ﬂ§§’s opposition, organ of the Lebanese rhalange
’Tt

supports in twe ediverials Hemri Fharson'u manifesto

on the necsssity of revising the Elegtion Law aund levels
its usual criticism against the zovernment and the
Chamber of Deputias,

MI-HAHAR (sditor: Chassam Twaimi, Irsek-Urthodox, oppos ition)

writes editorially that Ssbri Himadse "one of the lsaders
of pelitical feudalism from which the ecountry coaplaias
and one of the heroes who wish to keep old conditions
unghanged” wants to abolish sectarianisa from the

£leetion Law., Thus, the editorial urges every progrsasive
Lebanese to support Sabri Himade's wish, Iut il sxpresses
surprise, at the same time, at Himade's demand [or under-
taking n census to determine the ineresses in the members
of ont sect over the other, it argues that there will

be no senae in such a census after sectarianisa is
abolished, However, the sditorial hopes that Sabri ‘
Himede 1s sincerse in his desire to do away with segberianism

0. SuD m tec the end in this respect,
A'§ z»! W@%@@%@m PR EHOAH16R0056001 7%&1?5 vhe
ilesction Law will meet with success,
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o AR=DIYAR {(7ditor: Hanna Ghosn, Greek-Orthodox, iro- overnment)
- ‘

coments on the three-power dsclaratiosn and says that
the first efiset of the declaration .s to stran: then
the position of Israel and inecresse its ability for
arming itself frox all sides while feeling that the
sestern powers will protect it whenever any Arab state
cont emplates attacking it, The Mpar Lhen continueg:

“This is the first effsct of the declaration,

1ts significance is coordimation of the abiltudes
of the thres powers toward the Arabs, becsause the
8rms guaatian is vhe key Lo irab-lLastern relations .
Indeed, it 13 the key to international relations in
these eircumstances during which all are proparing
themszslves for war. 7This coordination 1s the gravest
peint lo the declaration. The Arab states Hust
inevitably counter it by a similar courdination of
their poliey toward the “estern rowers, This must
be the principal item on the agenda of the next
mesting of the Arab League.,..®

AL=BATEAS (Fditor: Fadhil Sa'eed Aql, Haromite, oppositlon)

fally supports Henrli iharaocn's manifesto callin, for
revision of ihe flection Law. Vomnenting I anotlier
article on iLhe receptions which were held in celrut im
honor of the men of the visiting French c¢rulser, the
paper writes that Lhe mexbers of the Lebaness poOvernment
and of the opposition as well as the Christians and the
Houlems eq y welcomed Vice-Admiral Lambert, since this
weleome wos extended to & friendly power and since it

was & sentiment based on the strongest foundations bow
cause rrance was, before its mandatory regime, slways a
friend of Lebanen. The ,aper then mentions irance's
cultural contributions to Lebanon and states that the
Fremeh FMinister ii Lebanon has, in a ma lcal way,
replaced the ¥rench Lroups who were in the Levant before
1945 and who d4id a lotto mar ‘rance's reputation in this
part ol the world., "lhe French hinister Las, with his
intelligence, sincerity, :efinewent, neutrality and
sagaclity, teen able Lo restore everything to its Tormer
plece without tumulit or ado," lhe paper then continues,
"Within a few years of hard work, self-denial and
sacrifice e restored Framce's first position which is
desired by every Lebeness. This position is far from
imperislisu, expdoitation and selfish interest. _he
Frengh finister reslized that Fra.ce's positien in Lebanen
and the Zaast was Lo comuerce, not {inance, not arbitrary
rule and not imperislimm, but literature andg taste,,,
France in 1950 nas anlg Iriends because of this attitude,
The welcome which the Vice-admiral anJ his officers
extended to their guests on board the cruiser was svidence
that the sentiments of friendship are mutual between the
twe nations,®

The peper writes also that when the warshipy MONTCALM
rnasggd dunie, after leavin, Seirut on Juzs 7, she .
stopped at a point faeing kerki and saluted it with
flags. This geslure, the japer says, left a deep sffect
in the keart of the larcnite Patrisrch and of the people
of the distriect, :
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,,w“”}‘ - SANT AL-AHRAK (Zditor: camille Yusuf Shamun, saronite,
oppeaition)

states that indications point out that ths official
‘relations between iLebanon and Jyria ars now better than
th:{ wers a short while a0, it quotes ioreiyn /dnister
Tagle as saying st an economie conference held in his
office last Yednesday: "The atmosphere between tiz tLwo
countiries has  reatly i{mproved in relation to the past
&nd there is great hope for reaching an acceptable
solution in a short time." The sayer then quotes a
statensnt nade by ur, Shakir al-'As, Iyrian binister of
Leonomy, Lo the effeet that "thm resscnable solutien
for the Lebano-5yrian relations is the conclusion of &
comusyelul agroement for exchange local agrieultural and
industrisl products ani organizing the importation of
goods which are not produced by the two countries,”

The Zdivorial then ecomuonts:

"1f the Jyrian Xinister's statement which aimg

at tor sing the lmportation of _Joods that are

not produced by the two countries! Will be tie basis
on whieh the future negotiations will be conducted,
we do not belleve that the economic relations will
be improved wore then they are now. on the wntrary,
the situztion between the two countries mi ht
deteriorate in ......

"The ¢ourdinstion of ecomomic relations between the
two countries will not be juaranteed by Bimiting
importation and opening the doors widely for

Syrian sgricultursl produce., “hen S{ria wiuhes to
sell L.sbanon .rains for ?ne million liras annually
and when 1t wants vo sell Lebanon sheep, cocking
butter, e .8, veietables, cheese, wool and cven
fruits, it should aot have the riaht to bind
Lebenon's comrercial markets to chains whiel kill
its trade and lesd to bankruptcy,...*
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BEIRUT (Editor: Muhyiddin Nsull, Sunni-Mosler, opposition)

writes that Nazim al-Judsi's Cabinet has created

a wave of optimism in Lehanon and “yria for the
resunption of economic relations between the tuo
countries. Describing the los=es both the Syrian
and Lebanese peoples have suffered as a result of
the disrupted cconomic relations ard erphasizing

the necepsity of encouraging econcmic and other
associations between the two countries, the editorial
states: "The cruel leason which the past three months
have imparted on us must cause Neirut and Damascus
to ast wisely and prudently.® The paper then
continues:

v's have already said and still say that Iasrael
alone benefits from the economic separation

and not Lebanon and “yria, thall we resume the
sconomic negotiations and reach imrediate
settlements?,.,..If Arab League questione are
engaging our attention to day, resumpticn of
economic relations between Lebanon and “yria

must be gilvenm first preference lest the situation
should grow more ¢ritiecal and lest srugsling
aativities should fmerease because they are causing
the two countries to lose considerable revenues.™

AL-HAYAT (Editor: Kamil Muruwwa, ‘his-Noslem, independent)

devotes its editorial, for the third consecutive day,.

te the lection law. tt claims that this law is retarding
the country's progress, while the world is forging

ahead, and that it was enforced hy the forsigner for
promoting his interest and ohstructing every politleal
advancersnt in the country,

AN-NAHAR (Sditor: Chassan Twaini, Oreek-Orthedox,cpposition)

maintains that despite the efforts for reconcliling the
divergent viewpoints, the irab crisis is growing worse
because Fgypt is 1nniating on its stand on holding

the meeting of the Arab League Council and because
Jordan {8 still sticking to its view. "he editeorial
then states in part:

"If the La;gus has hean changed from a neans
for realizing Areb aspirations into an iron
chain for binding the :rab peoples, lst the
League go unregretted, “ith regard to those

who hawe created the Lsague and brogfht it to
its present condition, the day on which they will
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folleow their League is not distant,..®
AL-AMAL {ﬁaroniu? opposition, organ of the Lebanese

Phalange Party)

continues its campaizn for the revision of the
Zlection Law,
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BEIRUZ (Editeor: Muhyiddin Heull, .uiui-.oslen, 0p,.08) LZ:}&)

sdisorialiszes on the Arab Lea_ue Jouncil sod wonoers whether
1% will meet today to diseuss and sulve ¢ HE CORw
Wﬁ%’w: Arabp, er it will postpone iho | . angd
shus de g the seluvien of thenc problems Srostrate tie
2:2” that have deen pluned on ibhis reb lsstitu.ion, “he

torial then refers to Jordan's asonexstion »i .rau
Palestine and says this setdo. is nol so compliccted co
fmagined because it teok place with the consent | the
Falestinians themselves through free and housst oiscuions,
It sontinues, after a P‘lllﬂt to the Arabe o covpose heir
differsaces and to act positively:

*¥s delisve that the separation of Jordan fion the
Lesgue will not be effegted «ith: Lno sase &k ped
by sems psople, because mcorc itihan ons Arab clate will
ROt agred to such 2 separation. ..asil we persit Lhe
Langus %0 smash itself on Lils vock, while <ie irabs
ars faeing numersus ,rodlemg wbich should wr e theam
to soeperate todey more Lhan st any octler time?
Buppose there i unaniwity on vordan's sepsyation
from the League, will such o sepacation be consonant
with the interest of the Arab League?®

The adiserial the: concludes that if the Arab League
leadsrs will not cortily work $o overcome the present
diffioulties "we .., cotfully ask them Lo withdraw from
sthe field and %o . iurn ihe st to its people hecause
the Arad melu iave & word which they will say at the
proper tine,

In reporting tho sritish Ninister's visit to the Ferelgn
Offiee on 3aturday, Jums,l0, this paper writes that beth
the Fereign ¥inister and the British Einister refused to
rake BBy press statemext on their conversation. The
sapey then continuess

#¥kile ¥r. rinkerteon was the firast %o den mgnﬁn
that the tiree powers had decided to divide the Kiddle
Bast intc spherss of influenee, Sir Boawell _ave the
SANS ABSUIaNC.

sgowever, the tripsrtite declaration is still R ‘
the attention of official gquarters and politicel cireles.”

BEIRET reports Lhatl ilhe Lebanese delegation to the mest

of $he Arab iLea_ue ouncil comprises :remier Riadh ss~Solh;
Futad Ammmn, . izcctor Sensral of the For Office; and
Sami al-Kburi, i .cbancse Minister ia € . Ase3elh
srd Ammun will lecve for Calro June lg,

Al~'ANAL (Maronite, opjosition, or,am o the Lebsnese ‘halanye Farsy)
sritieises the Chambsr of ;}-&;;uti.tl% Lhe goverament and the

ERNSSAPR FR% s TUB FBRIT. K RoETRAH4H00E0Y ARgs arisalan
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is being uaed as a maneuver for ‘rusiratin, the proposed
revision of the Eleetlon Law :rn zays that ssctarianism is
& plagus and a dangerous wei.on which Liz furel. ner ueed
to disunite Lebanon., It then counnlnues:

ihe revision of the :Llection lLaw is a refors ReRSUre
a first step voward abolishin_ sectarianism while
foudalisnm itself ds sup,resuii, liberty and vwasteining
l‘iﬁlfiiai‘n....&nt ug nobt use lne llecllon Luvw 88 R
weipon for t%eii‘hig sectarianism, ‘his is a
spiritual state which ust be triaved in the opiris

of the people dafors thec texts, et us remesber thet
we are Lebanese defore we ar: sectarians..,.”

AN-NARAR (Rditeor: Ghassan Twalni, rosi .ribodox, opposit ion)

earries the following editerial on .zvencn's sttivude
toward the thres=power declaration:

"It is reported that the Lebanese dels.ation to tie
Arsh “aggue Counell will convey to the .eca_ue
lebanonts displessure with (i ‘rijactite declaration
ast omly as a vielation of tihs UN Charter, hut also
as an unlawful interference ‘= {is internal affairs
and ersigaty. 7ioally, t.c Lebanese .o ent, it
is said, regarde ivesll 2s ot bound to tho contents
of this de ‘ation!

®"Ye have alrssdy told the Lebmmes: snd the wlher
Arad govermment:s that svery reply they msie to the
deglaration wicther today or tomdrrow will come late
" Besause they took part in the formulatiom of the
deslarasion wi:ich they are resenting teday!

*Had it not teen Yor the assurances they hasiteaed to
submit to tic estern powers, there would not have been
a tripartite .cclaration, bkas the Lebanese  overnment
awakened, 2.¢ realized afterwards that it accepted
what it on_ht not to have sccepted and that it hastily
af fered p:surances whieh it could net zuarantee?,,...

"The Arab jovernments thought, when they hastily
asespted to offer the assurances asked of them, tlat
they will bs flooded with arms, 3But &hog foryor te
ask the purpose of the flow of arms, if it wouid
evar flew. ‘they forgot that the aniy fight ~e wans
te wage is the fight whieh our governmeats hive bem
forbldde to wage.

"We hold, with Hiadh as~30lh, that the declaration is
s vielation of tue UN Charter and interferunce in our
internsl affsirs, ‘wut we permit ourselves i, atcuse
iimdh ms=-30lh znd his goverament &8 well as cvery
LoYRrament whink helds his view toda ’ of circumvention
80 that we i 4t not blame thez for laek of und er~
ssanding....sn¢ =0 that logic 24kt not obli_ e us te
agcuse then 0 conspiracy ageinst our metienal
sovereignty il L they resent bsing prejudlesd and
:ggah"uvuiu not bave been prejudiced wers it net for
-y :

AN-EABAR carries the followin, news lieum:

“Oon Sat - June 10, « an aircraft belemging t
APProE e (Rab 66y Gl P 801400 SRO03500 S R et rut
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sirport, Four semler cflicers all. kted from the

ireraft ond drove to one of i- clityts &§§ﬁl¢.
;‘ sried te know the purpose oi ihelr visidv out

we collidsd with great reticence.™
AD=BIIAR (rditor: Henns Chesn, ‘rees rihodox, opy-sitiom}

storialises on the mesting o the irab Los ua ~ouneil
::ggza %ha‘;rchlina eonfronting the Arsd w@rla, Tﬁftianlarlr
the tian-Jdordan dispute ovor ihs israb arts ol
Falestine. stating that the stmosphere dozinating the
Arad situstien on the eve of ilhe meetdn, el uue ru%?ﬁ%#‘i
Committee does not call for optimism, the paper coneludes

. 4 s miyht continue, oyt aigbc adoere Lo
1§§‘$§§§;§:néi§g Amnon miiit inﬂistjcn its view gi@n
the result that she Arade wuuid ve dlvided LLto Lwo
frents, The Arab governments zight ¢ ?t&é_ﬁiﬁﬂ?i%@ﬂ
from the mewting of the Political vou ;;aeg.‘iJfénﬁgr
the respensible suthorities listen io z;;”:m 5L W ®
Arab psbples or elose their ears sad .eartn, thnsy
sust reslise that the Arsb world rezards £%§$ﬁ;&-
fiatesration of the Arab forces as a erime sod the
causers as criminalsl®

LAUWWAD {Vditor: Bishars Marvum, seronite, opposition)

’ : . sie facing the Arab Lesgue andﬁcqi@ietsta
:;flara: i&g g:ilfnwan% for its avsituce &@W&rﬁ‘aﬁrﬂig’i
haexiilon of Arsb ialestime, It elslus that tre Arsb
peeples have unanimcusly accopted Eing Agﬁu;}ahts action
and urges Premier iiadh-as-solh to bsck Saghaad's
suggestion for postponing the meeuing of the iLeesue
Cougcil to save it from the cellapse awaiting it,
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THE THREE-POWER DECLARATION,

Al-Islah carries the full text of the Reform Party's
memorandum forwarded to the British and American Ambassadors
in Baghdad in "protest" against the three-power declaration.

In the memorandum, the Reform Party says: 1) the
declaration does harm to the anti-Communist cause in the
Middle East; 2) restores the resented French influence over
Syria; 3) prevents the Arabs from resisting any Jewish attack
and furthering inter-Arab union; L) disappoints those Arabs
who were still believing that the U.S. would "correct her
‘errors"; and 5) underestimates the Arabs! potentialities in
an East-West armed conflict.

In a letter addressed to the Prime Minister and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, copies of the memo have been
éenclosed; and the party expresses the hope that the Iraqi
government would "adopt a firm attitude vis-a-vis the declara-
tion‘o." ’ )

#

The three-power declaration is viewed in Al-Akhbar
and Al-Nabaa, whichcarry the same editorial, as a three-.power
nerusteesnip" over the Middle East. It preserves the present
status quo and gives "protection” to Israel's frontiers despite
their violation of the UN partition plan of 1947. Moreover,
the fact, that the declaration mentions "measures outside the
UN", meens that the Middle East is separated from the UN

:

organizetion and brought under the three powers' authority.
s % %
FIRST-HAND REPORT ON REFUGEES PROBLEM.
In the third article of a series, Yahya Qassim describes
what he has seen and reports what he had heard while touring
Eastern Palestine in the party of Interior Minister Saleh Jabr,

Realistically...
Approved For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600170003-8
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Realistically putting the refugees problem, he says,
"Arab governments' spokesmen speak from their homes that
there shall be no final settlement unless refugees are
repatriated., These are very nice and simple words. But,
how the refugees can be repatriated? How they shall be treat-
ed when back? Do they want repatriation at all cost? Would
Isracl accept them? How can Israel be forced to accept them?
The men of the Arab governments and the League are not taking
the trouble of answering them.,"

Yahya adds that he has scen some wishing to go back
to their homes and others who do not because they believe that
they would be an "outraged minority." As for their settlement,
it requires funds; the UN cannot carry on subsidizing it and
the Arab states talk much but "do not dig their hands in their
pockets." Indeed, all the refugees are expressing their
willingness and desire for work.

% K X
SHORT NEWS.

The Regent left by air for losul on his way to the
summer resort of Shaglawa, says a Royal Bilat announcement.

S

The France-Presse correspondeht in Baghdad reports that
the R?gent would visit Spain during the coming summer. (Al~
Nabaa

5

Yesterday, 237 Jews applied for emigration. In the
evening, one plane carrying 109 denationalized Jews left
Baghdad. (Ash-Shaab)

%

Tn 3vria, Dr, Nadhem Al-Qodsi has been requested to
form the now zovernment, Akram Houranl has announced his
decision of not participating in any government. (Liwa Al-
Istiqlal) . -

The new regulation of the Ministry of Economics re-
organizes the whole set-up of the Ministry. The DG of Econo-
mics shall supervize the works of all other Directorates
General. The DG of Industrial Research is renamed as DG of
Industry. Two new departments are created, that is the Direc-
torate of the Administration of Development and Exploitation
of State Lands, and the DG of 0il Affairs. (Liwa Al-Istiqlal)
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Nuri As-Said is 1eav1ng for London either on June 9
or 10, (Az«Zaman)
. ,k
The Board of the Rafidain Bank has elected DG of

Income-Tax Rauf. Al-Bahrani as its Chairman and Jaffar Ash-
Shibibi as Deputy~Chairman, (Az~Zaman)

. A A %k % ok d Kk

END
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Commenting on the tripartite declaration, Al-Jaqt des-
cribes it as a '"nmew phase" of the three powers' policy in the
Middle East. It has been received, says the paper, with "dis-
satisfaction" on the part of the Arabs, although some of their
governments have delayed stating their opinions clearly, before
consulting each other,

Undoubtedly, the declaration is "contrary to the Arabs'
national aspirations, and besides threatens their security
because it is more than a recognition of Israel, as it embodies
a guarantee of her security and allows her to retain the fruit
of her aggression against the Arabs... _

"This situation is painful and regrettable. But adds
to this pain and regret the fact that it is to a large extent
the consequence of the Arab governments' errors and disagree-
ment among themselves... Most of the Arab governments have
become unable to ensure their respect by any of three powers
which control the Western world.

"The world is divided into two camps; and the Arabs
cannot deny that they fall in the Western camp, although un-
willingly... Therefore, the only way out of this impasse is
to set up internally strong governments, which are backed by
the people, in order that they be capabie of bargaining with
the Western powers... The Arab states are not free to buy
arms from wherever they like; in fact, they have to purchase
them from the West which imposes the terms it wants.., But,
the Arab states are neither legally nor politically bound by
the declaration, and can purchase them from the wWest until
they satisfy their needs.

"The bargaining which the Arab states can shage results
from the rivalry between the East and the West. The West
cannot leave the Middle East unarmed, to be an easy prey of
the Russians... And in here lies the possibility of bargain-
ingeeo” '

B oo sk o R 3
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Senator Omar Nadhmi described France's participatibn
in the declaration as a "threat to the Arab states." Lebaron
and Syria in particular, and the other Arab states in general
have to "think seriously of the matter before expressing any
optimistic view," :

Ho added that the sentence that the existing frontiers
should be respected has been purposely inserted in t he declara-
tion in order to "please France so as to keep the Arab states
disunited and to enable Imperialism's fingers to meddle as it
wishes, "

He underlined the need for taking into consideration
the remarks made by Nuri As-Said in his speech before the
Senate. (Az-Zaman

IR
JOINT ANSWER TO DECLARAIION,

Following his speech in the Senate, the Prime Minister
had approached the representatives of Egypt, Lebanon, Saudi
Arabia and Syria in Baghdad., Answers from these governments
have been received and they are in "harmony" with Iraq's
views, Consequently, a "joint answer to the tripartite
declaration is expected to be issued in the near future, which
would express the Arab statés* views about«the deélaration."
(Az-Zaman) ’ '
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LEADING JQRDANIANS IN BAGHDAD.

Yesterday afternoon, King Abdullah's Chamberlain,
Samir Pasha Ar-Rifaye, and Jordanian Foreign Minister,
Mohammed Pasha Ash-Shereiqi, arrived in Baghdad by air.

Ash-Shereigi declined to make any statement on the
visit. However, Ar-Rifaye, when asked about the tripartite
declaration, said, "Jordan has not yet defined her attitude,
as she is expected to act jointly with the League."

According to "informed circles," the two visitors
shall be received in audience by the Regent within the next
two days. (Ag-Zaman)

%ok ok
THE TRIPARTITE DECLARATION,

Mohammed Ridha Ash-Shibibi, assailing the declaraticn,
stated, "The three powers' declaration is an indication of
the utter failure of their Middle Eastern policy. It reveals
their intentions and demonstrates that their policy is
1mperiallstic and reactionary since trying to convert the
Middle East into spheres of influence under the pretext of
promotlng peace and stability which cannot be ensured by
injustice and force,™

He went on saying, "I do not see any difference between
this declaration and theé Sykes-Picot agreement, revealed in
1917 as an imperialistic plan based on dividing the Arab world
into spheres of influence between France and Britain. However,
the only difference between the two is that the U.S. is a third
party of this new conspiracy."”

He added, "The Arabs are undergoing a hard ordeal; the
Arab states cannot face it with disagreement and dlssen31on
among themselves., would the Arab League states face this
declaration united, as it is being striven for by some poli-
ticians?" (Az-Zaman)
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TRAQ'S STAND IN LEAGUE v. JORDAN DISPUTE.

Answering Matta Sarsam's interpellation in parliament
on Saturday, June 4, 1950, Premier Towfiq As-Suwaidi, stated,
"Gentlemen, what is being referred to in the question of the
Honorable Deputy regarding the unification of the two Jordan
banks has been the object of long discussions at the Political
Committee, and the dispute has not yet ended. Iraq's position
towards this matter is the one of a mediating brother, who
wishes that the disputes be solved in near future; and any
detailed statement about it, I believe, does not suit the
public interest and would hamper this mediation."

Matta Sarsam replied that he wished the Prime Minister
to be "more daring and more frank" in order to throw light on
the "obscurity" folding the "unjust" decision of the AL Politi-
cal Committee. "Jordan," he asserted, "did not violate the
Arab League decision, and the unification of the Jordan banks
has been achieved in accordance with the will of the inhabitants
of the Arab part of Palestine... If Egypt and Saudi Arabia wisk

%Xlﬁ {‘}ﬁ‘,ﬁ%’?"%@/’ﬁﬁ REKA%e J0056f1e LERIRBBEL05HAMboRY 0 IIB6G s "

ate



Approved For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600170003-8
-2 - June 4 & 5, 1950

The following persons are due to fly this morning
to Mosul to confer with the Regent who is to arrive there
coming from Shaqlawa on his way to Sarsang:

Samir Pasha Ar-Rifaye

Mohammed Ash-Shereiqi Pasha
Interior Minister Saleh Jabr
Defense Minister Shaker Al-Wadi
Senator Nuri As-Said,

After the conference, all the five will return in
Baghdad this very day., (Al-Umma. 6/5)

e

On Sunday, June 4, Jordanian Foreign Minister Mohammed
Ash-Shereiqi Pasha held a press conference at the Tigris
Palace Hotel. He first weleomed the newsmen, and then read
out a speech he made in the Jordanian parliament stating
Jordan's case for its having "misreported,t

Elaborating on the main point of the speech that the
Arab League resolution of April 12, 1948, was "nullified" by
the Lausanne Protocol which cmmmitted its signatories to the
"principle of territorial partition," he stated that "legally
and internationally" the said resolution is "null and void"
for 1) the Arab states have "signed armistices as a preliminary

" Step to concluding peace," 2} have "agreed to partition as a

basis of the Lausanne talks," and 3) "before completing the
liberation of Palestine, a government based on territorial
partition was set up in a small part of Palestine.”

To prove his assertions, Jordanian Foreign Minister
Mohammed Ash-Shereiqi Pasha cited the following official
documents:

1) Former Egyptian Foreign Minister was quoted on
March 10, 1950, by the Egyptian newspaper, Az-Zaman, saying
that at the Palais Chaillot, the Arabs sought 1) international-
ization of Jerusalem, 2) partition to safeguard the Arab parts
of Palestine, and 3) repatriation of refugees,

2) A formal note forwarded by the Egyptian ‘Ambassador
in Washington to the U,S. State Department stated, ",., With
this spirit (of cooperation among freedom-loving peoples), the -
Arab states have responded to the repeated appeal of the U.S.
Government to cooperate with the UN PCC in order to find a
practical and peaceful solution of the problem... and with the
same spirit the Arab governments have signed in Lausanne, on
May 12, 1949, the protocol pertaining to the territorial terms
mentioned in the partition plan after intreducing the necessary
amendments., Thus, they have adopted a stand identical to the
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policy of the U.S. Government, as announced by Mr. Jessup, the
U.S. delegate to the Third Session of the UN in Paris,; and as

confirmed by the President of the U.S. in his message to King
Abdullahc o.n“ )

The U.S. policy, explained Shereiqi Pasha, as announced
by qessup is that "Israel should be given the territories
assigned to her under the partition plan of November 29, 1947."

3) Article 7 of the Lausanne Protocol signed by the
Egyptian chief delegate provides that the future of the Arab
part is the concern of the Arabs only.

L) When the PCC insisted on knowing its future, the
Jordanian delegation was Y"forced" to say that "the Arab part

of Palestine cannot constitute an independent entity." However,
the other Arab delegates did not express any disapproval.

As for unification, the "Western bank" had repeatedly
asked for it as a security measure, becsuse "there is no pros-
pect of the Arab states resuming the fight," DMoreover, no Arab
state protested against the two-bank eleetions although a date
was set for them long ago. The unification decision was adopt-
ed by the Jordanian parliament with the reservation that the -
measure does not prejudice the final settlement of the Pales-
tine problem.

nJordan," asserted Shereigi Pasha, "did not annex any-
thing, but the Western part has asked for unification."

Asked what Jordan would do if the AL Council decide to
expel her, he said that the recommendation needs unanimous
approval, which he does not expect it to get., (Al-Umma. 6/5)

I S
END OF CABINET CRISIS IN SYRIA.

The cabinet crisis in Syria has come to an end. Dr.
Nadhem Al-Qodsi has formed the new government. It comprises
eight members, including him; 5 are from the People's Party,
and the three others are independent, two of them come from
outside the Constituent Assembly. Nadhem Al-Qodsi is Premier
and Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The Jerusalem radio quoted the UP that the absence of
Dr. Ma'ruf Ad-Dewalibi from the government is interpreted as
"an indication that Syria would opposc the expulsion of Jordan
from t he League and would seek a compromise in order to per-
suade Egypt to remain in the League. (Liwa Al-Istiglal. 6/5)

sk
Commenting.....
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Commenting on the formation of a new government in
Syria, Faik As-Samerrai, in Liwa AlaIsti (6/5) says _that
Syria will not find her "way to salvation" from unstability
unless the new government carry out its program of enacting.
the new constitution. Indeed, all the Arabs, whatever may

be their views, desire political 'stability for Syria, and

the authority be "taken away from the hands of irresponsible
persons"; otherwise, Syria is exposed to dangers intensified
by the recent tripartite declaration which is to enable France
to restore her influence over Syria and Lebanon.

Sk 3k
THREE-POWER RBECLARATION,

Al-Ingad, owned by Hashem Al-Dabbagh, is being edited
by Khalid Al-Dorra and published daily as from Sunday, June &k,
In its Monday issue, it carries a cartoon featuring the tripart-
ite declaration as the'season present to Israel." Britain, the
U.S, and France arc shown throwing grains to seven hens, repre-
senting each one of the Arab states, while Israel is standing
by carrying three swords on a cushion.

s

"What shall you do to those whom you call 'conspirators!
and 'traitors'? Or the matter is one of airy words?". Under
this headline, Ash-Shaab (6/5) comments for the first time on
the tripartite declaration, :

The declaration, it says, may be considered as an "al-
most decisive test for the Arab states" and a '"new opportunity
for ascertaining whether they have benefited from the lessons
of the past." DMuch has been said about it; "needless to say
that various ends underlay the various comments made. However,
it is clear that the noise made and still being made by some
is artificial and not serious.”

The declaration "is in itself neither good nor bad for
the Arab states; but, its effects depend on the way it would
be carried out and on the mentality to direct the Arab states.”

"It has begn dendunced," adds the paper, "as a. tconspiracy
to suppress the Arabs and to consolidate Israel; but, we should
ask who are the authors of the conspiracy?"

"The declaration," stresses the paper, "should be consi-
dered with a practical view, Unfortunately, some of its anta-
gonists, who represent Arab governments, lack it, missing that
their governments have treaties with the authors of the declara-
tion and that such a charge is improper. Besides, have those
who eriticize the declaration to suggest any other alternative
than mere words?".
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: If the Arab states; warns the paper, are to refuse the
obligations set in the declaratiofl, Israel would be supplied
with arms as much as the Arab states would be deprived of them.
Moreover, they would "afford her the opportunity and means of
e:pgndiﬁg herself at the detriment of unprepared neighboring
states,

Therefore, the Arab states should be "on the safe side”,
and refrain from "hurried actions to which they are used.”

.The paper goes on saying, "We should remember that only the weak

are asked to comply with their obligations, but the strong can
dictate their own terms and adapt their obligations to their
interest, We should remember too that whoever favor refusin%v
arms and deny Israel her present frontiers contradict themselves
because they deprive themselves of an important means for at
least preventing Israel from expanding."

The paper concludes saying, "The declaration is not a
proposal to the Arab states to state their views, but a definite

‘decision. The Arab states, conscquently, have to take their

decisions, and making remarks is not enough."

O
ISMAIL GHANEM URGES UNDERSTANﬁING WITH RUSSIA,

Ismail Ghanem, writing in Al-Yagdha (6/5), says that if
the U,S., Britainmd France insist on their policy embodied in
their joint delcaration, and if the Arabs fail to join a
"third force", they should seek better relations with Russia,
Indeed, the "obstacles™ to such an understanding are "imaginary"®
and are propagated by the wWestern camp, Indeed, Russia's regime
is "a moderate socialism", Besides, ideological differences are
no cause from preventing understanding, if the interests are the
same, The only real obstacle to such a rapprochement is the
mentality of those Arab politicians who have been "grown up in
the British's lap,”

¥ %

CRITICIZMS OF EMERGENCIES LAW,

Sada Al-Ahali (6/4) says that the government has under-
taken a new step against the opposition; the first was the
Press Law. This new law which has been submitted to parliament
to enactment means "that the country will be kept under perma-
nent martial administration,” It is being enacted because the
ruling class fears about its advantages and prerogatives. In-
deed, the law violates the conmstitution because it authorizes
the Prime Minister to intern any persons likely to cause dis-
order, ‘

-k
Liwa Al-Istiglal...
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Liwa Al-Istiglal denounces the emergencies law as a
"new terroristic.law,

B % %
SHORT NEWS. ,
Al-Umma (6/5) denies that there is any cabinet crisis.

14

On Sunday, a plane left Baghdad carr¥ing 95 Jewish
denationalized emigrants, (Ash-Shaab. 6/5

P
As his opponent has withdrawn, Khalil Kanna has

therefore been elected for the Faluja electoral precinct
uncontested. (Al-Ittihad Ad-Dasturi. 6/4)

¥

A

On Saturday, the Chamber of Deputies approved the Law
of the Capital Works Budget of the Railways, the Law of the
Port Budget, and the Capital Works Law. (Sada Al-shali. 6/4)

Hode % g sk W ko oHe
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LEAGUE MEETING LIKELY TO BE POSTPONED.
Al-Nabaa reports,

"An official sour¢e has asserted that the meeting
of the Arab League Council, slated for June 12, is to be
deferred, The delay, {t is understood, is due to the
government change in Syria.h

¥ % ¥
ONE-DAY MOSUL CONCLAVE.

After conferring with the Regent in Mosul, Interior
Minister Saleh Jabr, attended by Samir Pasha Ar-Rifaye and
Mohammed Pasha Ash-éhﬁreiqi, of Jordan, returned in Baghdad
by air, yesterday afternoon at 3:00 p.m.

However, Buri A@-Said and Defense Minister Shaker Al-
Wadi, who also partic#pated in the conference, proceeded with
the Regent to the Sarfang summer resort, where they are to
spend two days before retugning to Baghdad. (Al-Umma)

¥ N %
SHEREIQL'S STATEMEN T COMMENTED.

Commenting on §he statement made by Jordanian Foreign
Minister Mohammed Pagha AsB-Shereiqi to the press on Sunday,
June 4, Sada A;—Aha;;,remarks that the public is not being
afforded all the facts and the documents of the Jordan v. the
League dispute, and gherefore, cannot constitute for itself
a clear opinion abou? the ¢ase. The League should undertake
a thorough investiga®ion of the Palestine war.

However, it is "unquestionable" that the "Falestine
campaign cannot be cdnsidered as over", Consequently,
Jordan's annexation.ef Eastern Falestine “should be regarded
as a temporary arﬂﬁagement subject to change until the final
settlement.,® @ - '
’ ‘ The Egyptian..oss..
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The Egyptian proposal for considering Jordan as
"trustee" over the Palestinian territories, is based on a
League resolution and on the reference made in the Jordanian
Speech from the Throne that Jordan's action "shall not pre-

judice the final settlement of the Palestine question."

The unification of the two sides of the Jordan can be
looked at from another angle than the one elaborated by the
Forecign Minister, It means "killing any hope of liberation
from Zionist grips in the rest of Palestine.”

There is no justification for violating the League
resolution of April 12, 1948, if other states had done so.
Morecover, the armistices with Israel and the signing of the
Lausanne Protocol were undertaken concertedly; then, wh
should Jordan pursue an "individualistic" policy now? urther-
more, the Lausanne protocol did not adopt the paritition plan
as a basis for the settlement of the Palestine question, but
for the refugees' repatriation,

The interest of the Arab League requires that ' Jordan
renounce her annexation decision," If she refuses, the "only
solution is to adopt a stiff attitude towards her. Iraq
should not alone hesitate, -in order to avert the collapse
of the League, which would cause the biggest harm to the Arabs
and their states. If Iraq persists in supporting Jordan,
after failing in her mediation, she would bear a heavy histori-
cal responsibility,” ' '

I SR 3
THE NEW SYRIAN GOVERNMENT.

In Liwa Al-Istiglal, Faik As-Samerrai says that the
short ministerial crisis in Syria has been characterized by
the politicians' determination to boycott the government, if
the ammy officers persisted in their interference in politics.
The ministerial crisis has led to a moral defeat of the army
officers, and a victory of the politicians, Moreover, it is
known that Dr. Nadhem: A1-Qodsi tendered the resignation of his
first cabinet twenty-four hours after its formation, in pro-
test against the army's interference.

Indeed, the present government would render a great
service to the country, if it succeeds in leading it to
stability and conditions under which the constitution would
prevail, '

News agencies reports indicate that all concur that
the new cabinet should be afforded the opportunity of carry-
ing out its task, despite the differences of opinion. Indeed,
all the Arab states should help Syria to frustrate the maneu-
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IRAQI FRESS DELEGATION'S VISIT TO JORDAN.

Al-Hatif says that few of the local press were invited
to attend the Jordanian Independence and Army Days celebra-
tions; and fgw also were invited to attend Jordanian Foreign
Ministcr Mohammed Pasha Ash-Shereioi's press conference.

The two incidents have given the impression to the public
that those who were not invited are hostile to Jordan,

N

In the firsy article of a series about his trip to
Amman to attend the Jordanian celebrations of Arfny and Inde-
pendence Days, ag a member of the Iraqi press delegation, Sal-
man As-Safwani, editor of Al-Yaqdha, explaingthat he accepted
the invitation lsecause he had not seen before Jordan and’
Palestine; and se did not want to miss such an opportunity.

. Early om May 23, 9 newspapermen, accompanied by Omar
Zaki Pasha AleAfuni, the Jordanian Minister in Baghdad, left
Baghdad in two cars., Some of them had not even passports;
but, the Mirister of Interior had instructed the appropriate
authoritics to allow the press delegation to Cross the fron-
tiers without molestation.

In the evening of the same day, they arrived in Amman,
which was crowded. They were forced to sleep three in the
game roem of =n average class hotel.,

%

Jebran Melkon, of Al-Akhbar, writes about his impressions
of ghe visit to Jordan. It is not the first time he saw Amman;
he nad visited it when King Abdullah was crowned. Indeed,
ams, zing progress has been achieved in the Jordanian capital,
which was a village, when King Abdullah set up his Emirate,
he says.

About the unification of the two Jordan sides, he
writes "Everything which has been said about this decision
in some of the Arab states differs from what the Iraqi press
delegation has scen. A1l the Palestinians we have met support
the decision, because they are aware that they cannot set up
their own state, as they would be the prey of Israel's
expansionism.™

Y
In his second article of a series, Adel Awni, of Al-
Hawadith, tells that the Iraqi press delegation which went to

Jordan was driven on May 25 to Jerusalem. But, before reaching
Jerusalem and after crossing the river Jordan, they inspected

t j =y bv Musa Al-Alami for the re-
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up for housing them; one has already been complected. After

that, they were taken to a refugees' camp; there they saw

"painful scenws"., Indeed, their plight is "5 shameful staln
on the forefront of the Arab nation.”

dow XK
SHORT NEWS.

Yesterday, thes Chamber of Deputies approved the law
of civil pension, ag amended by the Senate, the law for the
stamp duty, and the mmendment of the civil procedure, It
ad journed until Sund®y, June 1l.

Earlier during the meeting, Minister of State Khalil
Kanna was sworn in a@ Deputy for Faluja. (Al-Umma)

e

As it has been evidenced that the examination
questionary of the p#imary schools had been stolen,. the
Ministry of Educatioly has cancelled all the examinations
until fuwther notice, (Al-Nabaa)

*

Yesterday, a plane left Baghdad carrying 108 dena-
tionaldzed Jews. Awad 209 persons applied for emigration.
(Ash~3haab)

b3

The Iragi-proposed answer to the tripartite declara-
tion has reached thc Arab League Secretariat General for
transmission to the, member states for comment prior to send-
ing a joint answer t¢ the three powers. (Liwa Al-Istiqlal)

%

British consult:nts in London have disrecommendgd the
Tharthar Valley Proje@t, as waters regulation r eservoir.
Consequently, the goveirnment intends to seek the advice of

~a world expert beffore launching the project. (Az-Zaman)

deo o Mok X
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SHEREIQI AND RIFAYE RETURN TO AMMAN.

Yesterday, morning, at 8:30 a.m., Samir Pasha Ar-Rifaye,
Minister of the Jordanian Royal Palace, and Mohammed Pasha
Ash-Shereiqi, Jordanian Foreign Minister, left by air for
Amman, at the end of L4-day visit. (Al-Ittihad Ad-Dasturi)

¥ % Kk

TRANSFERS OF MUTASARRIFS. ‘
The following transfers have been decreed:

Kerbala Mutasarrif Abdul Rassoul Al-Khalisi has been
appointed Mutasarrif of Diala, in the stead of Hassan At-
Talabani who has been transferred to the Muntifik Liwa;
Diwaniyah Liwa Mutasarrif Amin Khalis has been trans-
ferred to the headquarters of the Ministry of Interior as
Administrative Inspector, while Abdul Wahab Mustafa, who was
Administrative Inspector, has been appointed to the Mutasarri-
fiyah of Diwaniyah. (Al-Ittihad Ad-Dasturi) :

¥ oA X

EDITORIAL COMMENTS. '

Commenting on the Arab League Council's meeting,
scheduled for June 12 in Alexandria, Faik As-Samerrai, writ-
ing in Liwa Al-Istiglal, says, "In this delicate phase, being
undergone by the Arab nation, we urge the AL Council not to
confine itself to draw up a reply to the tripartite declara-
tion, but to study the means capable of making the Arabs! right
prevail over the Zionist wrong and of inducing these imperialis
tic nations to changing their friendly attitude to Israel.
Unless the meeting decide such positive ways and executive
means,, the answer would share the fate of the previous ones."

Faik.--,.-..-.
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Faik says that the "U,S. was aware from the beginning
that the Arabs would make use of joint protests and answers
only and they would not resort to positive action which would
threaten American interests.® And he adds, "Had the U.S. been
Sincere to her international obligations, she could have kept
Israel in her place, cutting off the aid being lavishly gramt-
ed to her. But, instead we see the B.35. forming committees
for collecting contributions."

The other matter on the agenda of the AL Council is the
Collective Security Pact, Its Bigning would be to no avail
unless the Arabs lend it the importance it deserves.

O

Mahmud Ad-Dorra, writing in A;-Ingad, which is being
edited by Khalid Ad-Dorra, speaks =f the dispute of Jordan v.
the League.,

He says that King Abdullaht!s pecent remarks, that the
League is useless and the collectivig security is a farce, have
aroused much surprise,

King Abdullah's views have much impact on Arab affairs,
because they "represent those of Bri%ain." Indeed, Britain
would not have "dreamed" of success {n her Arab policy, with-
out the assistance of Jordan; and the Arabs would not have
been dishonored without Jordan, :

Britain, says Mahmud Ad-Dorra, jas succeeded in setting
up the Jewish state through Jordan; and now because the Arab
states are not being easily subdued, she wants to destroy the
League in order to attain her goals by playing one Arab state
against the other, '

The writer concludes, "The other Arab states have to
adopt a general policy regarding Jordan, not based on the
necessity of a joint government for Palwestine and Jordan, but:
as her being Britain's political base aydd her being put in the
League to Britain's ends... Jordan con$titutes a gap in the
Arab League front. It is preferable to reveal this gap.

"If the government of Iraq is seripus about striving for
the Arabs' interest without being influetjced by the very policy
directing Jordan, it should loyally stregch her hand to the
other Arab states instead of remaining ursdecided as it is."

* ok %k

A POLITIGAL CARTOON,

A%-Ingad shows in a front page cartdgon Ndri As-Said with
his right hand on Saleh Jabr's shoulder, both boarding a plane
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for Mosul for a qohference with the Regent, while Towfi% As-
Suwaidi is telling them, "There is no cabinet crisis. t is
all newspaper gossip." _

% e Ok

SHORT NEWS.

The law for promoting industry has been signed by the

Regent, (Al-Umma)
3

The regulation of the Ministry of Works and Communica=-
tions is to be amended, A draft has been submitted to the
Council of Ministers for approval. {Al-Umma)

b

Following the appointment of Hassan At-Talabani to
the Mutasarrifiyah of Muntifik, Ahmed Zaki Al-Mudaris, who
was holding the post in an interim capacity, has been put in
charge of the Mutasarrifiyah of Kerbala in the same capacity.
(Al~-Umma) i
- A ‘

Following the withdrawl of his opponent, Finance
Minister Abdul Karim Al-Uzri has won his parliamentary seat
uncontested., (Al-Nabaa)

*

Following the withdrawl of the other candidates for
the Mahmudiyah electoral precinct, Jamil Abdul Wahab has won
the by-clections uncontested. (Ash-Shaab)

3

Yesterday, 124 Jews applied for emigration. (Ash-Shaab)

%

Yesterday morning, two representatives of the IPC
arrived in Baghdad from Tripoli and conferred with the Prime
Minister. They have asked clarifications about some of the
points discussed recently during the oil negotiations. The
%eeti?g was attended by Economics Minis ter Dhia Jaffar, (Az~

aman :

L R

END
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MEETING OF THE ARAB LEAGUE COUNCIL.

The Arab League Council is due to convene on Monday,
June 12. The following matters are on its agenda, according
to the Cairo correspondent of the Sharq Al-Adna radio:

Jordan's expulsion from the League.

The Arab Collective Security Pact.

Answer to tripartite declaration.

Backing Pakistan Foreign Ninister Mohammed
Zahfarullah Khan's candidature to the Fresidency
of the forthcoming UN General Assembly.

5) Rights and obligations of the All Palestine

government, (Liwa Al-Istiqlal)

Fwn e
Nt Mgt N g

%

According to the ANA, the expulsion of Jordan from the
League was discussed at a meeting in Cairo among the Egyptian
Foreign Minister, Azzam Pasha, the Iraqi Charge d'Affaires,
and the Lebangse Minister in Cairo. Iraq is said to have
pledged itself to mediation, and shall submit a proposal to
the AL Council "stating that annexation does not rejudice
the final settlement of the Palestine problem.” Liwa Al-
Istiqlal)

Bk e
SLIM'S VISIT TO CAIRO AND TRIPARTITE DECLARATION.

Although, says Ash-Shaab, Marshall Slim has denied
any political character of his talks in Cairo, observers
believe that he discussed with the Egyptian authorities pend-
ing military and political problems.

After the paper recalls the various attempts made at
concluding a new Anglo-Egyptian treaty, it adds. "Maybe
Britain and Egypt have found the circumstances opportune to
review their relations. The choice of such a time is likely
to indicate Britain's desire to beat the iron while still hot,

that is immediately after the tripartite dec at .
Approved For Releage 2002/01/16 : CIA-R P83-00415c}?00;5%601788613-8
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"Indeed, Britain's position in the Middle East depends
to a large extent on her relations with Egypt for the latter's
strategic position and large resources, It is mainly due to
the unsettled relations between the two nations that Britain
has been unable to define and consolidate her position in the
whole of the Middle East, It is probable that Britain is to
do her best in order to end such an unstable situation, as
long as on it depends her future in this area.,"

#oH K
BRITAIN SEEKS DESTRUCTION OF ARAB LEAGUE.

"Anyone, who observes the new trend of the Western camp's
policy, may deduce that its present policy does not want the
League to remain, Moreover, it is striving to undermine it
and to foster dissension among the member states," says Al-
Alam Al-Arabi in its editorial headlined, "Among the fruits of
the tripartite imperialistic connivance: Britain striving to
destroy the Arab League."

Then, the paper explains that Britain, in 1945, wanted
the setting up of the League for siding with her at the UN and
for collective subservience of the Arab states. But, under the
pressure of popular consciousness, these states have been una-
ble to comply with Britain's ends. Moreover, the U.S.'s
appearance on the Middle Eastern political scene and her "par-
ticipation in the market of jmperialism" has brought about a ne¢
phase, Consequently, the Arab states had to be divided into
spheres of influence, and France had to be given her share.
This new phase meant that "the League was no more of any
use," Britain began to work on Jordan.

The paper adds, "The tripartite declaration indicates
that the Western camp does not consider the League as an exist-
ing body, and therefore want to convert every state into a
sphere of influence of any of the three imperialistic nations,
in complete disregard of the League as a regional agencye

#It remains to know the stand of Irag who has taken
charge of mediating between Jordan and the League. On her
depends the preservation or the collapse of the League..."

HON ¥

SADA AL-AHALI DENOUNCES INDEPENDENCE PARTY.

Allusively assailing the Independence Party for having
participated in the by-elections, Sada Al-Ahall warns second-
ary electors who have to go to the polls on June 10 against
those who "have challenged the public opinion which welcomed
the mass resignation of the deputies, and stabbed their bre-
tyﬁ%?{ oyed 'E%Résaie 2602(04/ tHonGMRDPS - e0SRE0SE00 ReooBUd horities
at the detrimenti of their colleagues." - ‘
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The paper concludes, "Naturally, we have to awake the
public to the danger arising from any group ~ either the
ruling class itself obr a clique which simulates opposition -
which does not honorably strive for its goals. Therefore,
such a group which disregards all considerations in ascending
to power should be resisted more than any other."

ook
POLITICAL CARTOON,

Referring to the charges and counter-charges being
exchanged between the Independence and National Democratic
parties,; Al-Ingad features in a front page cartoon Faik As-.
Samerrai and Kamecl. Chaderchi, armed and carrying two sticks
respectively labe}led "Liwa Al-Istiqlal" and "Sada Al-Ahalil,
staring menacingly to cach other, while two smiling onlookers,
Nuri As-Said and Saleh Jabr, stand by.

The paper caption reads, "War is still going on between
the Independenge and National Democratic parties. But, who is
going to have #%he upper hand? No doubt, final victory shall.
be for onlookers.”

% K
SHORT NEWS.

The Council of Ministers has decided to extend the
Dujaili projecct to the remaining Huweija lands and to the
lands of Jagiyah and Om At-Telyian, which are part of the
Kerbala Liwa. (Al-Umma)

0

. As a sequel to Interior Minister Saleh Jabr's .contacts
in Beirut with Lebanese Premier Riad Al-Solh, continuous

telephony contacts have been going on between the two during
the last two days, infiew of the near date of the Arab League
meeting. (Al-Umma)

. 9K

Regarding the Jewish lawyers who have applied for
denationalization prior to emigration, the Lawyers' Associa-
tion announces that its Administrative Committee will take
the "necessary action,"” (Al-Umma)

*

Hussain...
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Hussain Johar and shawkat Sadiq have withdrawn their
candidature for the 6th electoral precinct of Baghdad; there-
fore, the competition remains between Mohammed Jewad Jaffar
and Abdul Hadi Al-Dhahir. (Al-Umma)

*

During the leave of Income-Tax DG Rauf Al-Bahrani,
?uitgms ?G Ali Jaffar has been éentrusted w1th his department.
Al-Umma

*

A plane carrying 94 denationalized Jewish emigrants
left yesterday morning. (Ash-Shaab)

3

The Ministry of Finance has completed preparing the
draft bill for the Wworld Bank loan, to be called "Draft Law
of the Loan for the Tharthar Progect " (Aish-Shaab)

#

: Three directors and 53 assistant directors of police
have been discharged, (Al-/khbar)

s
The Financial Committee of the Senate has recommended
the rejection of the bill for raising properties tax from 12, 5%

to 15%, on the ground that rents of immovable properties have
much gone down. (Al-Alam Al-Arabi)

Roo S kR A

END

Approved For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600170003-8



DAMASCUS, SYRIA ~

Daily Review of the .S\Hriu/n' Press

« The following is an informal digest of material from the local
Syrian Press, and is in no way to be considered as an official
translation. It should not be quoted nor attributed to the Legation »
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Monday, May 29, 1950

I ST <Y

Alif Ba?, Al Nasr, Al Fayha', Al Kifah, Al Manar, Akl=
Masa?, Al Qabas, Al Ayyam, Al Insha’, Al Balad, Al Jabg%%
Aisalam, Al Hadara, Al Shabab, Al Nazir, Al Suri-al-Jadid,
Saut al-Tagaddum, and Al Akhbar.

e300 == =
DOMBSTIC AFFALRS

HEPUBLICAN SOCIALIST PARTY:

AL M

anar-May 28: The Republican Socialist rarty inaugurated

Friday the opening of its branch in Yabrud, the center

¢ Walamun area. Akram Hawrani, the Farty's chief, delivered
an eloquent speech in which he reviewed the three coups
d'etats made by the valiant Syrian army. Addressing the masses,
Hawrani said that it was the duty of each Soclalist Arab to
fight against colonization, feudalism,, and exploitation. With
regard to the Party®s internal policy, he sald that tae party
was striving to introduce socialist and progressive principles
into the constitution. He added: "I canmnot guarantee that the
Constitution will be ideal, because the Obszfuctiongﬁt ﬁ?d_ -
exploiti ? i b <R C Lgﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁgfﬁ%ﬂq affairs.”
1L A g A HERAHR TS R RO DA RO bRE bt i
fieht to the end every imperialistic preject designec to hamper
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ANNIVERSARY OF MAY 29: 25X1A

P

A1 Qabas and Al Fayha of May 28 bitterly criticized the
Winistry of Interior s order forbidding celebrations of May
29. Both papers inquired how peace and order were disturbed
when the islamic Socialist Front held their political rallies
in Damascus and Aleppo and attacked the Nationalist FParty.
The present govefnment is not worried about peace and order
but is worried about itself.

CAVIL SERVANTS STRIKE:

Al Kifah: All papers give prominence to a general strike
launched by the officials of the Ministry of Finance on Sunday,
May 28. The Minister of Finance, "Abd-al-Rahman al-'Azm,
rofused to discuss the question with the officials "under

such a pressure” and until they return to work.”™ The officials
ave filed several claims including their treatment on equal
asis with the officials of the Ministries of Justice and
Fublic Instruction with regard to salaries and classificatior.

P

A NEW FRENCH MINISTER:

Al Fayha' =-liay 29: A columnist comments in this paper that

‘ tThe arrival of a new French Minister to Syria has concided

with the announcement of the three-power declaration concerning
supply of arms to Middle fast, and with the anniversary of the
French sgaoression on Syria.

Mpr, Paris, the new French Minister, the columnist remarks,

speaks Arabic as well as Shaykh Muhammad al-Mubarak, and has
as many friends in Syria ana Lebanon as Shaykh Ma'ruf has.

ANOTHSR CAR ACCIDANT:

Al Fayha'-May 29: As a result of a car accident along Damascus-
domg road, Lieutenant 'Adnan al-Kaylani died from a fractured
skull. Lieutenant Nihad Da'udi, and a soldier, are cratically

injured.

THE NEW CONSTITUTION:

Al Fayha: It is reported that the Joint Constituent Cocmnittiee has
“completed the study of 160 articles of the new Constitution.
Very few articles including the article concerning the re%lglon_

of the State remained to be studied. A member of the Committee is
quoted as havinz stated that the Assembly will be urged to ratily

the Constitution hastily.
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$YR1IA'S FOREIGN POLICY:

Al Jabal-May 29: The Foreign Affairs Committee of the lonsti-
iuent Assembly will hear today, May 29, a statement by Premier
*Azm on Syrian foreign policy.

Al Qabas of May 29 published a communiqué to the effect that at
10, 00, Saturday, May 27, a Council of Ministers mseting was
held at the Presidency under the chairmauship of H.E. the Chief
i State. Premier ‘Azm reported to the Council on the results
sf his talks in Cairo, Jiddah, and Beirut. The Communiqué adds
that the Council agreed to the suggestions of FPremier *sazm on
.he conclusion of a commercial agreement with Lebanon for tine
cxchange of domestie goods.

7
L)

Lo, 4

¥

25X1A

TMERICAN PROPAGANDA AMONG STUDENTS:

Al-Suri-al-Jadid May 28: The Red Cross Society has informed the
Directorate of Public Instruction in Hems that gifts from
American students are expected to arrive shortly for distrfbu=-
tion among their Syrian friends,

This paper, published in Homs; comments:

“Duty stipulates that the Directorate of Public Instruction
reject these zifts from persons who want to establish friendship
by force. We do not want the {ciendship of a person who shakes
hands with his right and stabs us from the back with his left.

CABINET POSITION:

All Monday morning papers reported today that representatives

oi the Constituent ASsembly blocs yesterday informed the Chief
of State of their desire to maintain the present cabinet. Al-
Fayha' believes that Akram Hawrani will withdraw his resignation
and that Shakir al-'Ass,"who sold his mother’'s lands to the
ngiy" will be appointed Minister of Justice to replace Faydi
al-Atasi., :

BECGONOMIC AFFAIRS

IRAQ PAYING ITS DEBT:

Barada-May 29: The Yyrian Government has received a check to
the amount of 30,000 Sterling pounds from the Iragi Government.
The sum represents the first installment of the lragi debt to
the Syrian Government being payment for “yrian wheat which Irag
had purchased. The total debt is 300,000 Sterling Pounds to be
vaid on monthly installments. |
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AGHMEMENT WITH LEBANON:

41 Payha-May 29: It has been left up to the lLebanese Government
o Tix a date for economic talks between Syria and Lebanon. The
paper believes that an understanding between the two Governments
is unlikely to happen in as much as the Syrian Government 1nsists
~hat the LL,K 000,000 Syrian pounds frozen in Lebanon would be
~onsidered as an amount deposited in Syria o be refunded in
Svrian goods,

ARAB AFFAIRS

ALIGHMENT WiTH RUSSIA:

ALif Ba'-May 27: A despatch by the Lebanese Minister in Moscow

LA
L

s
aa

“f1s Government reports that the majority of Moscow papers
de

sc i
ussia as "another sort of political"maneuverg"

ribed the recent demonstration in Syria for alighment with

According to this report the semi-official Soviet papers
sllege that Syria is following the policy of Egypt, and Safudi
Arabia, both holding pro-American tendency. These papers,
therefore, believe that there would be no benefit from such an
alignment .,

ANOTHER JOINT NOTE: \
ALif Ba'-May 28: London=-27- According to well informed sources,
BWrifain, France, and the United States are presently preparing
a note to the Arab states asking for the cessation of the
seopomic blockade on Israel as a first step towards the mainte-
nance of peace in the MiddleBast.

REACTION TO TRIPARTITE COMMUNIGUG

Alif Bat'-May 27 Soviet papers in Moscow described the Three-
power declaration to supply arms to the Middle East as a "role
<o form in the Middle East an anti-communist bloc." These papers
point out that this declaration "constitutes an encouragement
For mobilization of forces against Soviet Russia.®

Barada of May 28 quoted Premier 'Azm as having stated in Beirut
that "we prefer the continuation of Arab disputes to peace under
foreign influence." Asked about the current reports that France
was assigned to obtain Syria'’s assurances regarding the maintenance
of peace in the Middle Bast, "Azm is quoted as having alsc said:
#There is no difference between giving such assurances to France
or to its colleagues Britain and America, because there is no
difference between the three-western powers. Further, the new
agreement serves only foreign interests and not the Arabs
interests.”
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_Hadara of May 29 remarked that the people in Syria are
guiring into the significance of the fact that the joint

3
communique was transmitted to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments
through the French Ministers in these two countries., Had the
communiqué been transmitted by the American or British Ministers,
people would not have attached to it cuch great impertance.

Yhe choice of France means that ®yria and lLebanon should under-
stand that their country has become a zone of French influence.
The Arab people are not scared but they are anxious to hear

the reaction of their governments,

Al Akhbar observes that Syria is at a crossroad and has to chose
hetween joining the American camp and neutrality. The first

path means American dollars, economic prosperity, and improve-
ment of the standard of living in the country. Syria, in return,
has to make great sacrifices, notably:

i~ To abandon the Palestine question and conclude peace
with Israel.

2- To open its doors to American capital.
3« To declare its hostility to Communism.

4+ To permit Anglo-Americans to establish strategic posi-
tions in Syria for the supply of their armies and the armies
of their allies should war approach the MiddleRast.

The second path leads to neutrality which has many advan-

tages, notably:

g

1~ To win the Soviets' friendship which would be valuable
should they be victorious. '

2. To protect the complete independence of the country.
3. To spare Syria the afflictions of war.
On the other hand, neutrality has its disadvantages, notably:

1~ Degeneration of the economic situation in the country,
compared with the prosperity of the countries receiving American
aid,

2~ Syria would always be subject to a war of nerves launched
by the two democracies either directly or through their agents
in the Middle East.

- Syria's neutrality may drive the Anglo-Americans to take
illerzal measures which may put an end to our independence.

Therefore, the political situation is difficult and '
resp9nsibilities should be assumed by persons repra§enting the
peoplenggidvePFobieid R FIRAHE FERIRBEL 004 5%&3’60%?2&105;98:? sons

_ ALif Ba -

2
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Alif Ba': The inquiry conducted by the Eastern News Agzencies as

i K R O D 2 .

to the political circles' opinion con the joint communigue has
indicated a diversion of views. Some circles are optimist on
the grounds that the communqué not only protects Arab frontiers
from Jewish aggression but also protects the Syrian republic
against Hashemite designs. It is also a means of establishing
internal tranquility. In addition the supply of arms was not
made conditional on the conclusion of peace with Israel. Those
cessimists look at the communiqué as full proof on the
coordination of the plans the western powers to use all the
armies of the world, including those of the Jews and the Arabs,
in a coming war with Russia. The communiqué also recognizes
the present frontiers of Israel and considers them as final. In
other words, the economic blockade, which constitutes the Arabs’
stronsest weapon agalnst Israel, would be ended at the request
of the three western powers. The pessimists also argue that the
Arab states would only he supplied with light arms whereas it
is established that Israel has been supplied with all the heavy
and light arrs which it needs.

Most papers believe that the Anglo-American-French Jjoint
communique involves division of the Middle East into spheres
of foreipn influence, consolidation of the status of Israel,
nreferential treatment in favor of Israel with respect to
shipment of heavy arns, and the preparation of the Middle rast
to withstand communism.

Al-Manar of May 29 describes the communique as a flaprant
Tntervention in the affairs of the Arab countries involving the
division of the Middle East into spheres of foreign influence,
Under the pretext of the desire to maintain peace and stability,
France has undertaken to puarantee the independence of Syria and
Lebanon, America, that of Israel, and Britain, that of Iraq and
Jordan. Along with this division, the shipment of arms to the
Middle East has been lifted with the object of transforming

the Arab countries into a second Turkey and preparing them to
withwithstand communist danger. Instead of establishing their
relations with the Arabs on the basis of friendship and mutual
cooperation, the Western states have ordered the Arab states to
participate in consolidating the status of Israel.

The naper believes that the tripartite communique will be
spposed by the Arab people, even though it may be supported by
certain Arab Governments. It also believes that the communique
will not contribute towards achieving the desired stability
in the Middle East.

A1-Kifah of May 28 states that the communique is desipned:

1, To vave the way for intervening in the affairs of the Middie
East in general, and the Arab countries in particular.

2. To mppravdd-AatRekhEe FTIH L ChSkBRe: 605 sHR0BMRT 3003% e 7oV

against.csnoa
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apainst any future aggression.

3., To confirm the influence of the three Western Powers in the
#iddle East under the pretext of peace and stability and to
strangle every attempt o establish, direct or indirect relations
with Hussia.

The paper calls upon the Arab states to make a coliective
study of the communique and to prepare a joint memorandum
explaining the encroachments it involves on the independence
and the natural and political rights of the Arabs. Whatever
happens, the Arabs should endeavor to reach a state of under-
standing and mutual cooperation with the Western Powers within
the limits of the existing friendly and political relations.

Al-Nasr of May 28 nublished a message on this subject under the

title "France Returns to Syria and Lebanon from the Window
Following the Insistance of America®.

The paver states that the communique is aimed at finally
disposing of the Palestine problem on the basis of the present
fait accompli, at transforming the Middle Kast including Israel
into a coordinated military unit - a measure which would mean
1mplicit recognition of Zionist aggression by the Arabs - and
at preparing the Middle East militarily with the object of
shrusting it into the future world war. The paper remarks that
in return for complying with all these demands, the Arabs have
been promised to be supplied with limited quantities of light
srms. It should also be pointed out that Israel 1s expected
to receive the lion's share from the arms promised to the Middle
#ast, especially with respect Lo heavy arms. Furthermore, the
desire to improve the potentiality and preparedness of the
military forces of the Middle Fast may imply the necessity of
uging foreign auxilliary reinforcements.

According to informed sources, certain points concerning
t+he Aiscussions of the Londen Conference have not been disclosed
to the public. It seems that the three Western Powers have sgreed
to transform the Middle East into a second Germany by dividing
it into spheres of influence. It has been agreed that lIraq
and Jordan are to be the share of Britain, Egypt, Saudi=Arabia
and Israel, the share of the United States, and Syria and Lebanon,
upon the insistance of America which represents the world jewry,
are to be the share of France. These statements conform with
the attempts now being made to undermine the Arab League under
the oretext of condemning the annexation of Arab Palestine to
Jordan and to establish a new rectangle under the auspices of
the United States to include the spheres of influence of two
big powers,

AleS%g;
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A1-Suri {Populist from Homs) of May 28 comments on the communigue
on aimost similar lines. The paper states among other things
that one of the immediate objectives of the communique is to
asttle the nuestion of frontiers and peace treaty with Israel

and to nrevent the occurrence of certain political developments
such as the Fertile Crescent Plan and the proposed Iranian-iraqi-
Jordanian bloc without the sanction of the Western Powers. Among
the distant objectives of the communique are the estabiishment

of a unified plan for western imperialism in the Middle ERast

snd the preparation for concluding an alliance or alliances
desirned to combat communism inside the Arab countries and to
£isht Runsia in the future world war. In conclusion the paper
advocates the rejection of the communique.

M ~Ayyam of May 28 describes the communique as a bait designed
tn Lure the Arabs with the prospect of supplying them with arms
and to urge them at the same time to conclude a peace wrealy with
farael. The fact that the Western Powers have agreed wo supply
the Airabs only with lipght arms proves that they are not sincere
in their desire to help the Arab countries participate in the
seneral defense of the Middle East. One is apt to inguire in
this connection as to how the Arabs can confront Russia with
lisht arms. The communique is, therefore, simpliy a diplomatic
device aimed at achieving stability in the Middlie Last md at
urging the Arabs to reach an understanding with the Jews.
Furthermore, Israel has already armed itselfl, and will continue
o arm itself, with both lirht and heavy arms. What benefit

ran the Arabd derive from receiving only light arms from the
Western Powers?

Al-Shabab of May 28 describes the tripartite communique as worse
than the Sykes-Picot Agreement which was concluded after the First
World War and cbserves that it is aimed mainly at dividing the
Middie Kast into American, British, and French spheres of
influence, The paper adds that the communique is also designed

no recognize the present regional situation in the Middle laast

and to protect Israel against future Arab attacks, The communigue
threatens to impose sanctions against any Middle bastern country
which mipght resort to aggression in the future. This threal

is really directed more to the Arab countries than to israel

gince it 1s Ynown to all that Israel would not be able to expand

in the future in view of the fact that the foreign states which
have established¢ Israel would not so permit, and that the Arab
Covernments which have learned a lesson from their past experiences
in Palestine have made srious military preparations to confront
future Zionist aggression and would certainly forget their
differences when the second round comes.

Al-Hadara of May 28 notes that the Middle East in general, and
the Arab countries in particular, have become a sphere of Anglo-

Amer Loggabranely AOEHEMP K G B0 BN AR 0SB 10

indivisible whole or whether specific areas have been allotted
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41 Akhbar states that the tripartite communiqué is an indirect
Zecognition of the existence of three spheres of influence.
The purpose cof this division into spheres is to maintain the
valance of powers between the Two existing Arab blocs in the
Middle East in conformity with the famous British principle
"Divide et Impera." The British and their students in politics,
the Americans, now realize that the amalgamation of ths Arab
countries would affect the balance of powers between the Soviet
and Western Camps in the Middle last. if we also take into
ennsideration America's anxiety to guarantee the future of
1srael, its foster-child, we can understand the motives which
have induced Britain and America to agree on a shary divisicn
hetween the Hashemite and zyptian-Satudi blocs.

ps for Syria and lebanon it seems that Britain and America
have agreed:

1. To reserve these two countries for future use as a
means for preserving the balance of powers between the two
Arab blocs in the event of the preponderance of the one or the
other,

2. To shelve their conflict over dyria and Levanon until
they reach a final agreement as to how to divide the spoil.

3. To satisfy temporarily the amour-propre of France which
does not view with satisfaction its replacement by Anglo=American
influence after it has been ousted from these two countries.
France is thus playing the role of trustee in whose hands the
common funds of two parties have been piaced pending an agree-=
ment on the division of these funds,

AL 'Alam of may 28 believes that the commurqne is a conspiracy

¥ emokescreen designed tc defend the present frontiers of

Israel against future armed Arab sttacks. The paper remarks that
stability ca: be acieved in the Middle East only if the injustice
committed by the Hestern Powers 1s redressed and if the one
million Palestinian Arab refujees are repatriated to their

country and given the right to determine their own future.

Al Nuggad, Independent Damascus Weekly, states that the Tripartite

et = v .

Sommunque involves the following points:

1- Despite a Lebanese communiqué to the contrary, it can
pe asserted that the report that France has been individually
. entrusted obtain guarantees concerning their peaceful intentions
is authentic.

2~ The guarantee referred to in the communique violate the
Partition Plan since they involve t he present frontier-lines
and impose a compulsory peace treaty with the Jews on the Arabs.

Approved For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600170003-8
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3. The Arab states can import only light arms from ihe
#astern Powers, after America has acknowledzed that it has
already supplied Israel with its requirements of heavy arms.

I~ 8yria can, at least temporarily, be secure as to
international position, its frontiers and its republican regime.
Censequently, the three musketeers in the People's rarty can
lament the weak prospects of establishing a monarchy in Syria
ar of implementing the Fertile Crescent Plan.

Zarada published an article stating that the three Western Fowers
i5d dgreed to supply the arab states and Israel with arms on
~ondition that the arms to be supplied to the Arabs should n6t
sxceed the requirements of internal security and legitimate
self-defense and should not constitute a danger to +srael. Should
fgypt, for example, apply for purchasing modern aircraft from
Hritain, the latter would study the apolication on the basis

of the supply of aircraft available to israel and would take

into consideration whether or not the sale of aircraft to Egypt
would constitute a menace to Ispael . siusmsm=stssssia . Should Syria
apply for purchasing modern heavy guns from the United States,
£he latter would apologize under the pretext that this type of
arms is used for offensive purposes and not for purposes of
internal security and legitimate self-defense. Furthermore,
what guarantee is there to prevent the three-Western Powers
from selling heavy arms to *srael under the pretext that the
defensive forces of lsrael should be equivalent to the combined
forces of all the Arab states, which have recently concluded

a collective security pacto

T+ is not our intention, however, to advise the Arab Govern-
ments to reject the Western Powers' offer before they study ,
Lhe innver purposes and motives involved in the joint ccmmuniques
We would like the Premiers of Egypt, Sa'udi-Arabla, Syria and
Lebanon which have a comnion harmonious policy to meet and study
rheir countries' requirements of arms in case they are exposed
to aggzression. lLater, each individual state should apply to
the three-Big Powers for the type and quantity of arms, as has
heen previously decided. furthermore, a joint communiqueshould
he formed from the Chiefs of Staff of the aforesaid states to
meet and coordinate their recuirements of arms. If the Western
Powers reject the Arab applicaticns within t he period fixed
for this purpcse the Arav states should look for new markets.
Kxperience has taught us tot to have agreat confidence in t he
sntentions of America ., Britain, and even France. America sives
priority to the interest and safety of Ilsrael over those of the
Arabs., As For ®ritain and France, they have trailed in America's
wake ever since the United Nations passed the Partition Plan.
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Sawt_al-Tagaddum of May 28 also believes that the communigque
involves the division of the Middle East into spheres of
influence and associates it with the visits of Premier 'Azm tn ‘
Cairc, AL Riyad and Beirut. The paper remarks that if Anglo- ;
American circles have been optimistic concernins the prospects
of the situation in the Middle East, it is because they belileve
that the new policy embodied in the communique would put to an
end the conflict of the three Western Powers in the Middle East
which has so far exposed the countries of the Middle Last Lo
many internal and external dangers.

T+, should be further noted that the communique cpens a
new era for the Arab countries. The Arab states would henceforth
he able to have dealings with only one foreign state. They can
either oppose or be friendly with it in accordence with the
dictates of national interest. The Arasb states need nc longer
suffer from the disadvantage of having to fight or establish
friendly relations with three fronts at the same time. It can
thus be inferred that the foreign policy of the Arab states
will shortly be established on a new solid basis.

35 rn 3 g H e B o T e B W
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"PAaPERS REVIEWED:

Alif Ba', Al Nasr, AL Fayha', Al Kifah, Al Manar, Al-
Masa’, Al Qabas, Al Ayyam, Al Insha', Al Balad, Al Jabal,
Al 'Alam, Al Hadara, Al Shabab, Al Nazir, Al Akhbar, Al-
Nugqad.
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DOMESTIC AFFAIRS

CARINET SITUATION:

A1l morning papers reported that a presidential car
arrived at 9:30 p.m. last night at the Urient Palace Hotel
and escorted Dr. Nazim al-Qudsi to the Presidency. The Chief
of State verbally charged Dr. Qudsi to form the new cabinet.
Dr. Gudsi delayed his acceptance until the morning in order
to gonsult his party.

Al Nasr learned that the People's Party has agreed to form a
cabinet on the condition that it would have a free hand in
appointing ministers and distributing the portfolios.

Alif Ba': It is 1earned that the People's Party's condition
ror The formation of the new cabinet is the elimination of

the causes which led to the resi%?ation of Dr. Qudsit's first
@abﬂggoyed For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600170003-8
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Al Manar: Although the People's Party prefers to form a
completely Fopulist cabinet, it has no objection to the
varticipation of the Republican bloc in the cabinet.

4l Fayha learns that the Hepublicans and the Fopulists have

Agreed on the formation of the new cabinet.

Barada: Tne Liberal Republican bloc held a meeting yesterday
and deliberated on the present ministerial situation. A fiery
arqument 1s said to have taken place between Akram al-Hawrani,
Mizam-al-Din, and other members of the bloc, Hawrani felt the
bloc should not participate in the next cabinet. Nizam al-Yin
said he preferred to retnrn to Jazirah to supervise his vast
agricultural interests.

dawrani is reported to have finally agreed to participate
in the cabinet under specific conditions.

The People's Party also held a meeting to discuss the
present situstion, and participation in the next cabinet.
Discussion heated and certain members who insisted upon their
views were reportedly threatened with expulsion from t he Farty.

Bditor Wajih al-Haffar of Al Insha' editorially urged
the country to establish a strong government. "We journalists
cannot express our ideas as frankly as we would like. Freedom
of speech is restricted. We can only talk of a government which
we imagine should come to power.” Editor Haffar believes that
a government can be strong only if it feels that the prevailing
status of the State is stable and natural.

A DANGEROUS CRIMINAL APPREHENDED ¢

Al Fayha and other papers report that a dangerous criminal
calieg Ahmad al-Jani, nicknamed Abu Zayd al-Hilali, was
apprehended yesterday in Bab Musalla,; Midan, quarter. The
criminal attempted to escape arrest by shooting at the Police.

INTERNATIONAL WHEAT OFFICE:

Al Insha’ strongly urges the Government to withdraw from the
International Wheat Office. It believes that Syria’'s membership
in this Office has not brought the desired benefits to the
country. It relates that in the 1948 wheat season, Syria was
instructed by the Office to export 65 thousand tons of wheat
to Lebanon. Lebanon,however, did not purchase the wheat which
was stored in warehouses for such a long time that Syria was
unable to sell it to other consumers,

A copy of the report of the Office was submitted to
Syria. It stated that Germany had been accepted as a member in
the Apprdves BarRabase 200200/ 1BOCIARRPEF0G418R0056081T0003-8 1 1ot ed
to her, 75% of which will be supplied by the United States, and
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the remaining 25% from Canada, Australia, and France. Why

was not Syria, a producing country, included in this transac-
tion ? The Office was established to serve the interests of
America and other adjacent wheat producing countries at the
sxpense of Syria and other small countries.

The paper concludes by urging the Government to disregard

the directions of the Office and assure a market for the
country's next harvest,

ARAB AFFAIRS

REACTION TO JOINT COMMUNIGUE:

Al Nasr- In an interview with the Eastern News Agency, Dr.
TAbd-al-Wahhab Humad, a Populist deputy for Aleppo, made the
following declaration concerning the tripartite communiqué:

"The following are the first impressions to occur to my
mind concerningz the joint Anglo-aAmerican-French communigueé.
These impressions, however, should not be considered as final,
since I have not as yet obtained clear information about the
real motives and aims of this communigue.

1- The Western Powers have included the Arab countries
in their strategy without having previously entered into
bilateral negotiations with the Arab Governmenis based on mutual
confidence and voluntary acceptance.

2- XIf the report is true that France communicated the
communiqué to Syria and Lebanon, Britain to Jordan and Iragq,
and America to Egypt, Sa'udi Arabia and Israel, this indicates
that the French, British, and their allies are returning to
a policy reminiscent of the Sykes-Picot Agreement.

3- The joint communiqué considers Israel as an established
state which is entitled to be guaranteed against aggression
or against any attempt to encroach on its status. As the arms
promised to us by the West are not to be used in military
operations against Israel, it can be axiomatically inferred
that they are destined for use against a front which the West
considers as a source of danger and which they are preparing
%0 encircle. I believe that the Arabs would derive no benefit
from siding with either of the two world camps, and I recommend
that they follow a neutral policy as Turkey did in the last
war,

f= I do not think that the communigué would benefit Syria
internally. It has been alleged that the communiqueée will
maintain the present frontiers of Syria and thwart all attempts

to implement certain imperialistic projects. The fact is that
Approved For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R095690,79003-8
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Syrians are happy and satisfied with their Republican regime

and there has been no serious movement to replace this regime

by another form of sovernment. 1t should also be noted that
Syriansdo not consider their Republic as a transcendent establi-
shment existing apart and aloof from the other parts of the

Arab world. The ®yrians are actually awaiting the day on which
they will unite with their Arab brethern under a free and
democratic system,

5. The communiqué gzuarantees the frontiers of the Arab
states against future Jewish aggression, but the Arabs are
not expected to derive any benefit from such a guarantee. Israel
is not interested at present in military expansion. The Jews
who had waited thirty centuries before they finally established
their state, would prefer now to wait a few more years in which
to prepare themselves for further military expansion. I believe
that the Jews are planning at present to invade the Arab countries
economically. an economic invasion would be followed by
political domination, in which case a militury invasion would
become of a relatively secondary importance.

®1t seems that the Western Powers are again treating the
Arab nation as a commodity for purchase and sale in the market
of international influence, as is invariably the case with weak
nations."

In conclusion, Dr. Humad asked himself in a scliloquy as
to whether or not the Arabs will awake after so many deadly
blows. In reply, he said, "I leave it to every Arab to answer
this question. Personally, I believe that Arab awakening will
be opposed by two enemies, the foreign enemy, and the internal
enemy which is represented in the rulin; cliques in the Arab
countries which are solely interested in exploitation and
material self-aggrandizement and which seem to embrace the motto
"Aprés mol le deluge.”

#1 Shabab believes that the joint communiqué has in view certain
unierior aims beyond the question of armaments, The paper argues
that is is unquestionable that the embargo formerly imposed on
the shipment of a rms to the Middle &ast did not obstruct
armament operations in either lsrael or the Arab states. Now
that the Arab mentality can no longer tolerate imperialism
openly represented in the presence of foreign occupation armies
and foreign counselors, the Western Powers are attempting to
impose a new kind of disguised imperialism similar to the boviet
imperialism which operates under the guise of ideclogical
principles.

The paper reiterates its view that the communigué involves
an implicit division of the Middle East into spheres of foreign
influence and a recognition of the present regional status quo

in this part_ of the world.
Approved For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R00560Q1708838r. . .



Approved For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600170003-8

{(Pr.Dig. 103/5)

Al Nazir criticizes ex-Premier 'Azm for having viewed the
communigué with satisfaction.The paper quotes Reuter and the
United Press as having remarked that the communique would
lead to the following results:

1-Tt would guarantee +srael against future Arab aggression.

2- It would guarantee Jordan including Arab Felestine
against aggression from other Arab states.

~ 3- It would guarantee the Jordanian army which 1is led
by British officers against expulsion from its strategic bases
in Falestine.,

- It would guarantee Syria against aggression from other
Arab countries,

The paper inquires as to which of these points Fr. ‘Azm
considers as advantageous to the Arabs, Surely r. fdzm would
not be interested in, nor would he view with satisfaction, the
first three results which are expected to ensue from the
communiqué. It is only the fourth point which Mr. "Azm might
consider as beneficial. Is this point so important as to urge
us recognize the status of Israel or to ignore Syria's former
attitude towards Jordan in the Political Committee of the Arab
League or to defend the strategic bases of Britain in Jordan?
Furthermore, which Arab country can attack or is planning to
attack Syria? The fact is that Syria is threatened only by
Zionist danger which constitutes a menace not only tec Syria
but also to the other Arab states.

---ooo:-.aaca
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Alif Ba', Al Nasr, Al Fayha, Al Kifah, Al Qabas,
41 Ayyam, Al Insha', Al Balad, Al Jabal, Al "Alam,
Al Hadara, Al Shabab, Al Nazir, and Al Akhbar.
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DOMESTIC AFFAINS

ON DEMaND UN PREMIER!

According to Al Fayha, both Khalid al-"azm and Razim
al-Qudsi have refused to be Premiers. Dr. Qudsi left Thurs=
day evening for Aleppo. The cabinet crisis will certainly

be solved as soon as the Chief of State finds a nan who
agrees to be premier!

The other morning papers quoted Nazim al-Qudsi ag
having stated that he had not been charged by the Chief of
State to form a cabinet.

Alif Ba': A Populist member of the Counstituent Assembly told
us that the ministerial crisis was difficult to solve and

t t t h his salary lest the Constituent
A&%&,ﬁg{%}%ﬁ%g@g?%g&%i%Zﬁ%é@;RD383-%0211 00?(?00170(?03-8 7 1
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Dr. Qudsi's éabinet_will probably be formed as follows:
Br. 'Abd-al-Wahhab Hawmad, Hani al-S5iba’i, Ma'rufl al-
Dawalibi {or Shakir al-'Ass), Dr.George Shalhub (all Populists)

tubd-al-Baqi Nizam-al-Din, lhsan al-Husni, Dr. Sami Tayyara
(Republicans), and Dr. Ziki al-Khatib (Independent. )

ARAR HIGHER COMMITTN:

41 Kifah: The petition of the Arab Higher Committee in
Jamascus requesting the Government to exempt it from
telephone deposits and fees was rejected by the Ministry
of Public Works and Communications. Finance offices argue
that there are no proofs that the Committee is an official
establishment entitled to such exemptions.

YUGOSLAV REFUGEES:

Al Kifah: In a publication distributed to Government offices,
the Tugoslav refugees resident in Damascus expressed their
desire to remain in Syria. They request the Government to
refrain from supplying informaticn to the Yugoslav Government
about them for fear that Tito's Gommunist Government might
harm their relations.

A SYRIAN AIRLINES COMPANY:

Al Fayha: A Lebanese capitalist has requested permission from
hs Tovernment to establish a "Syrian airlines Company™ with

"purely Arab capital. In his request which included projected

© air routes, he sought the Government's protection against
foreign competition, :

THE_N&W_CONSTITUTION:

Alif Ba': The Eastern News Agency reports that the Joint
Tonstituent Committee set up to study the new constitution
has unanimously agreed to maintain the present design of
the Syrian flag. The Committee has also approved an article
providing that in the event of a cabinet resignation the
President of the Republic would charge a person other than
the resigning Prime Minister to form the new cabinet.

The Committee has also approved an article which provides
that in the case of the death of the President of the Republic
or his failure to perform his duties, the Speaker of the
Parliament would assume the powers of President of the
Republic but would not retain the position as Speaker of

Panpprovetiror Rel 2002/0 . - -
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The provision that the article limiting ownership
of lands should have a retroactive effect was dropped
by this committee,

The Committee has reportedly completed the study

of all the articles in the new constitution with the
exception of article 3 (The iHeligion of the State. )

ARACTION TO TRIPARTITE COMMUNIGUL:

Alif Ba': In an interview with the Eastern Agency, Shaykh
Wustafa al-Siba'i expressed his satisfaction with the
tripartite communique in so far as it 1ifted the embargo
imposed on the shipment of arms to the Arab countries. He
bitterly deplored, however, the Western Powers' decision

to guarantee the frontiers of Israel and to consider any
azgression against them as necessitating their intervention.
He described this decision as inconsistent with the Partition

Plan passed by the United Nations.

Shaykh Siba'i concemned the division of the liddle
East into spheres of imperialist influence which he believed
was involved in the join Anglo-American-French communiqué,
After a long period of struggle, the Arabs seem not to have
achieved anything other than disappointment and a return to
the old-fashioned imperialistic mentality which considers

weak states as private property.

Shaykh Siba'i added that he could not be certain as to
whether or not the recent signs of Arab orientation towards
the Rastern Camp had resulted in the lifting of the smbargo
on arms. He was nevertheless aware that this orientation
had prompted the Western Powers to think of satisfying the
feelings of the Arabs. Siba'i added: "It is a mistake to
believe that our feelings can be satisfied by specilous
promises or trivial matters, Our right to live free and
strong in our countries should be respected, and the Big
Powers should abandon the cause of Israel so that we may
have a chance to settle our account with the Jews by ourselves.”

Referring to the report that France has asked Syria
to give a pledge that it will not use its allotments of
arms for aggressive purposes, Shaykh Siba'i said, "We are
not in a position to contemplate aggression on any guarter,
but we want to defend our prestige and legitimate rights.”

When asked if the motive behind arming the Middle East
was to strengthen the Western defense system against the
Soviet Union, Shaykh Siba'i said, "This may be the real
motive, but i can assure you that the new national conscious-

Approved For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0056001¢660328 the ...
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ness of the Arabs has begun to wagza war against svery
attempt to thrust the Arab countries into the furnace of
a war from which they are not expected to derive any benefit.”

Shaykh Siba'i concluded that tine official reply to the
joint communique is the concern of the Arab Governments, but
that his party, the *slamic Socialist Front, will continue
its struzgle to draw the attention of the people to the

intrigues and devices of the Big Powers and to urge the Arab
Governments not to follow a policy inconsistent with the
interest of the Arab nation.

Mr. Jalal al-Sayid, a Resurrectionist deputy, was also
interviewed yesterday by the Bastern News agency. He
declared that his first impressions regarding the joint
communiqué were unfavorable, because the three Western
Powers had for no accountable reason discussed Arab affairs
without having previously consulted the Arabs. He further
described the communique as primarily designed to protect
Israel and consolidate its status.

Mr. Jalal al-Sayid also criticized the Western Powers
for having arrogated to themselves the right to take action
outside the framework of the United Nations in a manner quite
inconsistent with the United Nations Charter and the alleged
spirit and objectives of this international organization.

Al Nasr believes that the Western Powers' decision to arm
the Arabs was not a result of ®m declarations proposing
orientation towards the Eastern Camp, a s Siba'i thought.
The paper remarks that both the Western Powers and the Soviet
Union know that such declarations are neither serious nor
significant. ‘he Western Powers, however, use such an
argument to justify their final attempt to transform the
Middle Kast into an arms arsenal supervised by israel in
agreement with certain ruling cliques in the Arab world,
The paper concludes that one single practical step to
purchase arms from Zaechoslovakia or Russia or to conclude
a trade agreement with these two states can be considered
as indicating a genuine trend of policy in the Arab East,

—e w0 ===
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DOMESTIC AFFAIRS

A NEW CABINET

Althouph all Saturday's morning and noon papers asserted
that Dr, Nazim al-Qudsi visited the Presidency Friday evening and
officially declined to form a cabinet, a communique issued Saturday
. afterncon stated that "at 12:00 noon Saturday June 3 the Chief
of State received Dr. Nazim al-Qudsi and charged him with the
formation of a new cabinet. Dr. Qudsi accepted and will submit
the names of the members of his cabinet today or tomorrow" .

On Sunday afternoon, the Chief of State issued decree No.
910 dated June 4 listing the new cabinet as follows:

, Dr, Nazim al-Qudsi - Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign

. Affairs

Ziki al-Khatib - Minister of Justice

~Hasan Jabbara- Minister of Finance

- Shakir al-"Ass- Minister of National Economy and

. Agriculture 1

Dr. George Shalhub- Minister of Public Works

“ Farhan al-Jandali- Minister of Pu#lic Instruction and

' Hygiene /

“Colonel Fawzi Silaw- Minister of Deiense
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SPBCTS OF THE NBW CABINET

Nasr of June 5 describes the new cabinet as the weakest cabinet
“ia has ever witnessed and believes that it will not be able

.o assume the heavy responsibilities with which it has been en-
trusted or to confront the serious crises and problems with whilen

the country is faced such as the Lripartite communique, the future
of the Arst Leapue, the Palestine problem, foreign imperialistic
aconomic and political projects, foreign conspiracies and intrigues,
he completion of the new constitution, the contlict between parties,
the scute economic erisis, and the new economic projects.

i
s
4
¥

“AZM LEAVING FOR PARIS

A1 Fayha: 1t is reported that former Premier Khalid al-"Azm is

planning to leave for Paris tomorrow, or day after, to pass the
summer months in France.

A COMMUNIST DEMONSTRATION

Al Xifah and Al Manar of June 5 report that a communist demonstration
was averted yesterday by the Syrian security officials and 17
communists were arrested, The communists had planned t5 stage a
demonstration immediately after the afternoon movie of the Roxy
cinema., An l8-year youth was apprehended carrying a small beg full
of communist tracts. Upon interrogation the youth stated that he
did not know the contents of the bag but was paid to carry the bag
nto the e¢inema,

Al Manar gives the names of several of the gommunist detainees:
Wichel Abiyad, Munira 'Azar, Jamilah Jibrah Hilal, 'Abd-al-Ghani
"Arafat, Zayd Qaysari, Zayd Naji, Hunayn Jabra, Khalid "Aszar, and
Jean Farah.

Alif Ba®! June3, reports that about 50 communists attempted O
organize a demonstration in Aleppo on the occasion of "World
Child Day in Hyesia. The demonstration was checked and a number
of communist instigators were arrested and sent Lo Damsseus for
tyial.

' WITHDRAWALS FROM ARAB SOCIALIST PARTY

Al Qabas of June k4 published cables from members of the Arab
Socialist Party in Ma'arat and Khan Shaykhun announcing their
withdrawal from the party on grounds that leaders of the party
in this district were attacking and robbing the inhabitants of
these two towns, They described them as "underground communist

glements®.

EXPLOSION IN ALEPPO TOMB...

Al Manar: A number of children reported to the Police Department

Tn Aleppo that they saw a person dressed in Arab headdress and robe
digeing in the Jewish cemetery behind the Latin church. The Police
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" WCHREASED MILITARY STAFF AT FRENCH LEGATION

Al.-Nasr, June 5 - With reference to the report that the French

Lapation in Damascus has decided to increase its military, com-
mercial, and press attaches, an informed source told the Arab
amency that the expansion of the French diplomatic corps wab
designed to conduct new secret activities relating to she politiecal .
aconomic and military affairs of both Syria and Lebanon. The szme
source added that this new French measure resulted from the
tripartite communique which permits France to repain its vosition
of influence in Syria and Lebanon.

RISPUTE IN THE COMMUNIST PARTY

Al-Nasr, June 5 - The Arab Agency reports that the recent dispute
in the ranks of the communist party in Syria and Lebanon has reached
such proportions that the leaders of communist organizations have
not been able to conceal the dispute from the public. Certain
orominent members such as Ra'if al-Khuri, Qadri al-Qala’ji, Hashim
al-Amin, and Emile Faris Tbrahim have been recently expelled from

the party.
FRENCH NAVAL OFFICERS AT THE PRESIDENCY

Al-Nasr, June 5 - Admiral Labert arrived in Damascus yesterday, |
June k, with the captain of the French cruiser, Montcalm, Accompaniec
by the French Minister to Syria, the French naval officers paid ;
a courtesy visit to H.E. the Chief of State. At 11:1% a.m. they

were received at the Ministry of National Defense by the Chiel of
Staff and other hipgh-ranking officers. An army band ealuted the
visitors by nlaying the Marseillaise and the Syrian national anthem.

DENTAL
Al-Nasr, June 5 - ®A]l-Ruwwad, a Beirut daily, published in its
issue of June 2, 1950 what it alleged to be the reply given by
Colonel Bannud, the Syrian Chieflof 3taff, in answer to a question

concerning the tripartite communiqué. Certain Syrian papers have
also reproduced this report.

*The Chief of Staff denies the reply attributed to him since
he has not answered any questions relating to the tripartite

communiqué or to any other similar subject®.
Spd. Colonel Anwar Bannud

Chief of Staff
ARAB AFFAIRS
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ARAB AFFLLRS

REACTION TO_TRIPARTITE COMMUNIQUE

Al-Nasr of June 5 states in an article that, contrary to an ANA
report published by the Leyptian daily, Al-Mugatiam, the
industrial, commercial, and labor circies in Syria have not re-
ceived Lhe tripartite communiqué with gatisfaction. The paper
reicerates that the communiqug involves intervention in Arab
affairs, division of the Middle East into spheres of influence,
.ad maintenance of the present status quo which iz based on
appression and usurpation end is inconsistent with the United
Natione resolutions. As for the decision to arm the Arabs, no
benefit is expected to be derived from it since it is confined
to light arms,

Al-Ba'th of June 3, which is now apvearing weekly, pubilshed a
Tenpiny article analysing and criticizing the tripartite com- ,
munique. The paper remarks that the only point in the commnualgue
which wight at first sight appear favorable is the question of
srmament... An examination of the purposes behind the decision to
arm the Arabs would clearly prove that the communigué in all iia
points is detrimental tu the interests of the Arabs. 7The com-
?uniqué jtself enumerales the purpceses of the decision to arm the
rabs;

1. To enable the Arab states to maintain internal security,

2. To enable the Arab states Lo defend themselves

3. Po allow the Aral states to participate in the defense
of the entire area of the Middle Bast .

with repard to the first purpose, it should be noted thal
the maintensnce of internal security ig feasible with the means
which the Arabs now possess. Furthermore, real internal securily
¢an be established only when national sovereignty and socilal
Justice are achieved in the Arab countries.

As for the second purpose, il is nothing more then a fie-
+1tious assumption, since Israel, the enemy of the Arabs, is not
really a source of fear Lo the Arab states., Israel has nob baen
sstablished as a result of military victories, but as a result
of Anglo-~-American intervention, pressure and intimidation. The
Arabs interpret self-defense differently from that embodied in
the tripartite communiqué, since to the Arabs self-dei'ense means
the eradication of the Jewish cancer which has been forcibly
implanted in the heart of the Arab world.

With regard to the Lhird purpose, it i@ known that the Iirst
enemy of the Arab countries is western imperialism which is re-
presented by the three states which have issued the communigue .
When the communiqué speaks of the defense of the Middle East,
the Arabs realize that 1t is not to their interestitao adoept an
attitude of strict neutrality to the two camps each of wileh 1s
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Liiving Lo lord the world.

The paper adds that the Western Powers seem to cousider
ihat the alignment of the Arab countries with them is a foregone
conciusion which does not even require the consultation of the
Arabs. The Western Powers have virtually appointed themselves
as trustees of the Arab countries and as responsible for
administering their military, economic and political afiairs.

The paper further states that, notwithstanding its un-
whelesome designg, the communique has benefited the Arabs in so
f'ar as it has oificially revealed the factual trends of the
criminal policy which the Western Powers have been following.
Lt should be pointed out in this connection that the validity
and strength of statements are never determined by agreements
conciuded by extraneous elements, but by the attitude of the
people who are involved in such statements. It was the Syrian
paople who at one time succeeded in nullifying the famcus Bevin-
Bidault Agreement after the last war. If the Arsbs collaborate
they can, in like manner, invalidate the tripartite communique,

AJ Jala’, a nationalist Latakia paper, describes the tripartite
communique as a part of the imperialist record first begun in 1617
with the issuance of the Balfour Declaration. The paper adds

that the communique involves the consolidation of the status of
Isragel, the state of pgangs, and its protection against future

Arab attacks. After enumerating the series of criminal acts which
Britain, France and America have perpetrated against the Arabs,
the paper appeals to the Arab countries to reject the communique
and adopt a firm attitude towards the Western powers. The paper
remarks that it is true that the Arabs need arms, but they need

it to recover their country from which they have been forcibly
deprived and to repatriate the refugees to their home-iand. If
the Western states withhold their arms from the Arab countries,
the latter should seek other states which may be williap to supply
them with arms unconditionally.

REFUGEES CONDEMN SHORT-TERM PROJECTS

Al-Nasr, June 5 - The Palestinian Arab refugees addressed a letter
to the Director of UNRWA in Damascus in reply to his rzcent press
statement., The letter condemns the short-term projects referred

to by the Director and describes them as politically inspired ang
desipned to settle the refugees outside their original country

and to plant imperialistic wedges in the independent Arab countries.
The letter further states that if the Director of UNRWA is really
interested in the welfare of the refugees, he should implement

his short-term projects in the ’'rab part of Palestine.

A _LEBANESE MESSAGE 710 FORMER PRESIDENT
QUW/ATLL
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A LEBANESE MESSAGE TO_FORMER PRESIDENT QUWWATLI

Al Masa': A report from Cairo indicates that Mr. Fu'ad Ammun,
the Director General of the Lebanese Ministry of Foreipn Affairs,
has arrived in Alexandria with two important messages for former
Syrian President Shukrl al-Quwwatli; the first from lebanese
President of Republic Shaykh Bshara al-Khuri and the second

from Riyad Bey al-Solh, the Lebanese Premier.

ECONOMIC AFFAIRD

SA*UDI LOAN TO SYRIA

Al Kifah, June 5 - The second installment of the Sa*udi loan to
Zyria was due on May 29. There seems no intention to pay this
installment. "We hope the new Government will deal with this
question diplomatically", the paper writes,
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Nazir, Al Akhbar, Al Manar, Al Masa', Barada, Al Nuggad,
and Asa al-Jannah.
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DOMESTIC AFFAIRS

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, MONDAY, JUNE 5, 1950:

Twenty-three members were absent from yesterday's meeting
of the Constituent Assembly. Al)l members of the new cabinet,
including Colonel Silaw who was in mufti, were present.

The Secretary read the texts of the decrees accepting the
resignation of ‘'Azm's cabinet and nominating the new cabinet.
He was followed by Dr. Qudsi who read the following ministerial
statement:

"You are aware of the stages through which the country

is rassing and of the responsibilities now confronting the
Constituent Assembly and Government. Duty demands that we
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create an atmosphere capable of inspiring the confidence of
+he people in order that your respected Assembly may hasten

the completion of the new constitution upon which depends the
schievenent of stability and the implementation of the rrojected
reforms in the various aspects of the vital activities of

our nation. As it is, the country is in great need of a
comprehensive and thorough reform, and considerable time and
of fort are required for issuing the laws and preparing the
prosrams necessary for the implementation of this reform,

it is imperative at present that the Constituent aAssemoly
should devote all its efforts to the completion of the
constitution. in view ol the foregoing, the Government desires,
during this period whic.. we hope will not be long,to refer

to you only such draft-laws as the general welfare may
urgently necessitate so that the Assembly may not deprived

of the time it needs for the completion of the constitution.

n1n the meantime, the Government will fully perform its
duties and undertake its responsibilities. Lt will also handle
the country's problems with vigilance ana determination as the
gresent crisis &o requires.

"Phe Government will also work for protecting the wealth
of the country and for organizing export and import regulations
in conformity with the country's interest and needs.

"The Government will not exploit its powers to propagandize
for certain individual or group, but will place the higher
interest of the country above every other consideration. 1t
will follow a nutional path and will seek the cooperation of
211 those who hold this principle.

"With regard to foreign policy, the Government will
handle the problems of the hour in conformity with the interest
of Syria and the other Arab countries. In its relations with
the other Arab governments, the Syrian Government will advocate
good will, agreement, and uniformity of views,

"The Government presents this brief statement which is
devoid of promises in view of the transitory nature of its
role. It requests your confidence und cooperation.”

Munir 'Ajlani (Ind-Damascus) urged the Assembly to hold
a special meeting to debate the statement. He added that
should the Assembly not concur with this proposal, the Indepen-
dent Bloc would not vote against the Government but would
abstain, S

tAbd-al-Latif Yunis (Republican-Safita) stated that the
ministerial statement did not refer to many impgortant subjects
such as the protection of dyria‘'s independence and the mainten-
ance of the republican re;ime. He requested the Prime Minister
to declare the g@vernment's golicy on these subjects in view

of tARPro¥adHerBelease 200264 1y GlRRBE3-99440R005600170003-8
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President Kikhya asked the Prime Minister if he approved
the proposal for the delay in the debate. Qudsi said that the ]
zovernment had no objection, and Kikhya adjourned the meetling i
antil 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 6, 1950,

PROSPECTS OF THE NiWw CABINKT:

Jarada believes that Dr. Qudsi's Cabinet will not remain long
in power, even if it wins the confidence of the Constituent
Assembly. The new Fremier hus declared that his Government
will be provisional and transitory ignoring the fact that

the country needs at present a strong cebinet capable of
undertaking all responsibilities and of handling all problems
with firmness and determination. The country is facing at
present major problems such as the tripartite communique,
Jordan's position in the Arab League, the attempts to urge the
Arab states to negotiate a peace treaty with Israel, Syria's
sosition vis-d-vis the two world camps, Syro-Lebanese
relations and the economic projects embarked upon by the former
Cablinet.

e e epp— 1 It

It is also feared that Dr, Qudsi may play the same role '

as the First Populist Cabinet, which, despite its declaration i
that it was only a provisional government, began to work for :
the implementation of the Syro-lragi Union project. In this
case we should like to warn the Government that any attempt
to imgrlement the Syro-Iraqi Union project will result in

dangerous repercussions, since the Syrian people can no more
tolerate those who tamper with their future and expese thelr
independence and republican regime to danger.

Al Qabas describes the new cabinet as virtually a party cabinet
Since two of its three non-populist members have participated
in it in their capacity as experts, whereas the third has

veen recently expelled from the Independents’ Bloc which is
credited for having introduced the innovation of considering
itself as a party. The paper favors in princple the formation
of party cabinets, but inquires as to whether the Cabinet will
be able to assert itself and withstand future attacks inside
and outside parliament or share the same fate as the former
Qudsi's Cabinet. If it succeeds in withstanding future attacks,
in achieving stability and in makingj each authority operate
within thelframework of its specialization and prerogatives, the
nation will have a new class of qualified rulers, whom it
stronzly needs, now that it has been deprived of its former
competent statesmen. If it fuails, the nation should be entitled
to look for those who are able to govern it any defend its
freedom and independence, wherever these statesmen may be.

Al Favha'...
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4). Fayha' notes that one is apt to view the ministerial
~islement with concern, in view of the absencae of any
roference to the republican rezime to which the people
strongly adhere. It should be pointed out that the Feople's
Party which is now in power has attempted in the past to
substitute the republican regime for another regime which
would completely overthrow the independence and freedom of
the country. As a matter of fact, the Feople's rarty almost
succeeded in its attempt, had not the Army in its last
movement arrested Sami al-Hinnawi and thwarted the plots
contrived by certain professional politicians.

DISSENSION AMONG LIBERAL REPUBLICANS:

Al Manar: The Secretariate of the Liberal Republican Bloc
emphatically denied to the hastern News Agency the press
reports that dissension has taken place between the members
of the bloc.

Mr. Hamid al-Xhuja, a member of the Liberal Republican
Bloe in the Constituent assembly, stated that the Bloc will
specify its attitude toward the new cabinet after studying
its statement of policy carefully. He asserted that the non-
participation of certain liberal Republicans in the cabinet
would not necessarily effect the Bloc's attitude toward the
Cabinet.,

As for the expulsion of Ziki al-Khatib from the
Independents Bloc because of his participation in the Cabinet,
all papers carried today a statement by Xhatib, the Minister
of Justice, in which he vehemently justified his action. He
pointed out in this statement that on Saturday, June 3, Satid
Hlaydar, "Arif Taraqji, and himself visited Dr. Qudsi and
conveyed to him the Bloc's willingness to participate in the
Cabinet. "The next day", Minister Khatib continued, "I was
surprised by certain conditions with which Haydar and Taraqji
presented to me namely that the Bloc must be represented by
two portfolios in the Cabinet. I rejected their conditions in
view of the promise which had been made a day before Lo Dr.
udsi, ™

A _PRESS FPARTY:

41 Nasr: Editor of Al Insha' Wajih al-Haffar gave a dinner
Party at Ain Figeh in honor of Mr. Fletcher, the Press Attaché
at the British Legation in Damascus. Several pressmen were also
invited. '

INCREASED. .
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INCRuASED MILITARY STAFF AT PRENCH LEGATION:

41 Nasrr The French Legation in Damascus has bluntly aenied
ihe AN4 report that the lLegation has decided to increase its
military, commercial, and press attachés. (See Yr.Dig.105/b )
The Legation described these reports as mere fabrication and
unfounded.

TakLINE. ..
Al Nidal: An agreement was concluded between the Director
S Gunaytra TAPline Camp and the Director of Unemployment
Office in the presence of the Caimacam of the Area to divide
rhe workers into two categories; the first category to work
& hours from early morning until noon and the second to work
in an afternoon shift, also 8 hours. This constitutes a
compromise arrangement to meet the complaints of the workers
shat the Company was employing them 13 hours a day.

ARAB_AFFAIRS

SYRIA _SUPPORTS JORDAN?...

Alif Ba‘®: Muhammad Pasha al-Shurayqi, the Jordanian Minister
of Foreixn Affairs, stated in Baghdad that Syria ‘will believabliy

side with Iraq in the Arab League and vote against the proposal
calling for the expulsion of Jordan from the League.

The Jordanian Minister also stated that Jordan will attend
the Arab League Council's meeting but will not participate

in the debates on the question of the anuexation of bastern
Palestine to Jordan.

EN's 1 ¢ [+ RSP
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1papers Reviewed:

41if Ba', Al Nasr, Al Fayha’, Al Kifah, Al Qabas, Al-
Ayyam, Al Insha', Al Balad, Al *Alam, Al Hadara, Al-
Nazir, Al Akhbar, Al Manar, Al Masa', Barada, Al Kugqad,
and Asa-al-Jannah.
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ARAB AFFAIRS

TRIFARTITE COMMUNIWUE:

Al *Alam: A PForeign Office spokesman denied the report that

55 hote to the Arab League and Arab states Syria has made
the following remarks on the Tripartite Communigque:

1.. That the communiqué consolidates the position of
Israel in the Middle East and constitutes a final settlement
of the Palestine Question. :

5. That the Communiqué interrupts the accomplishment
of the United Nations of any settlement of the Palestine Question.

3. That it permits Israel to possess arms equal to that
possessed by all the Arab states together,
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THA GREATER SYRIA PLAN:

A

A1 Nidal strongly refutes an allegation published ir Al Misri,

au Fpyptian daily, that former Minister of Interior Dr. Sami
Kabbara is advocating a Greater Syria Plan together with
. F. Hasan al-Hakim, and Colonel Amin Abu Asaf, the Commander

of the first division.

The Lgyptian daily states that this allegation was nade
vy the Kgyptian Minister in Syria in a report to his Government.

4l Nidal, which is owned by Dr. Sami babbara, asks the
tzyptian Legation in Damascus_to immediately publish a denial
if this statement is untrue, If the Legation has actually
submitted such a report, it should "permit us to state that
it has been misinformed."

%It is possible,” the paper believes, that the report
was eith:r prepared by a sSpy or dictated by one of the political
opponents of Dr. Saml babbara,”

To prefute these allegations Al Nidal makes quotations

from an article by Dr. Kabbara in which he styled himself as
a strong supporter of a "Republican Regime.”

DOMBSTIC AFFAIRS

EXPULSION OF JABBARA:

41 ¥ifah: Editor Amin Sa'id editorially attacked the new
Minister of Finance, Hasan al-Jabbara, and urged his immediate
axpulsion from the Cabinet on grounds that he participated

in the Za'im's regime,

fditor Sa'id argues that Jabbara was a tool in the hands
of Zatim. He planned, and implemented all the projects dictated
vy Za'im disregarding the interests of the homeland. He urged
nis expulsion on grounds that 1} he served as Minister of
Finance during Za'im's regime, and 2) the failure of his
corrupt wheat policy in Jazirah.

THE RELIGION QF THIE STaTW:

Al Kifah: The President of the Constituent Assembly, Rushdi

e S

Kikhya, extended an invitation to all the Christian members
of the assembly and other Christian personalities to attend
a meeting at his office, yesterday. It was reported that
President Kikhya is seeking the opinion of the Christians
concerning the subject of the State's religion.
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MINISTER oILAW IN BEIRUT:

Al Fayha and other papers report that the Minister of Defense,
¢5lonel Fawzi Silaw, accepted the jnvitation of Admiral Labert
+o wvisit the French Cruiser Montcalm anchored at Beirut. The
Minister dined yesterday, 1:00 p.m. with French naval officers
aboard the Cruiser. 'Colonel Silaw was accompanied by the Chier
of Syrian Army Staff, Colonel Anwar Bannud, Lt. Colonel Mahmud
Binyan, the Commander of the Desert Forces; Captain Hisham
Samman, and Captain 'Umar al-Qabbani. French Military Attachés
in Beirut and Damascus also attended the dinner party. Colonel
9ilaw and his entourage returned to Damascus the same afternoon.

PREMIKR'S VISITORS:

Al Fayha : Prime Minister Nazim al-Qudsi received yesterday
"Eibd—al-Rahman al-'Azm, the former Minister of Finaice who
reported to him on the state's financial situation. lLater the
Premier received Dr. Izzat al-Tarabulsi, the chairman of t.he
board of directors of Latakia Port Project. The questlion of
placing for sale the shares for Latakia Fort project was the
tonie of their conversation,

Premier Qudsi then received the Commandant of the Syrian
Gendarmerie, Colonel Muhammad tp1i 'Tzmat. After office hours
the Premier returned the visit of former Prime Minister
Xhalid al ~"Azm,

WITHDRAWALS FROM MOSLEM BROTHIRHOOD ORGANIZATION :

Al Qabas : Messrs 'Adil Khadim al~Jami?, Nasib and 'Adnan
Zhammut, Muhammad and Zahir al-Jassar, Muhammad Mawlawi,
Wasif Nadim, Khalid Shammut, Sa'id Misri, and Nadir Misri
announced their withdrawal from the Moslem Brotherhood on
grounds that the organization has diverted from its
religious principles and had become a political party.

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY MELTING OF TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 1950

The meeting was declared open at 5:15. The visitors
gallery was crowded mostly with Aleppeans. After the names
of 15 absentees had been read, deputies were invited to
debate the ministerial statement of the new Cabinet.

Abd al-Hasib Raslan (Ind. Homs) was the first to speak, He
inquired about the future of Syro-Lebanese economic relations
and referred to the reports that efforts were made to terminate
the present. economie rupture during the visit of the former
Premier to Cairo and Riyad. He concluded by reouesting the
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Government to make a clear statement about this subject and not
t.o delay the issue in view of the urgent need for a gettlement .

Abd al-Latif Yunis (RL./Safita) then spoke on behalf of the
Hepublican Liberal Bloc. He said that after his Bloc head
studied the ministerial statement it maintained that the
general welfare required stable conditions which would enable
the Constituent Committee %o ratify the new congstitution in a
trsnquil atmosphere, He paid tribute to the Government's
pledee not to exploit its power to propagandize for certain
individuals and groups, He concluded that though his bloc
intended to vote for the Government it regretted the absence of
any reference to the republican regime in the ministerial

statement.

Jalal alm8g¥xid (Resur. - Deir-ez-Zor) said that he viewed the
Tormation of the new cabinet with a mixed feeling of satis-
faction and anxiety. He was gatisfied that the Cabinet was a
party Cabinet but he viewed with concern the possible
continuation of economic rupture with Lebanon in view of the
new Minister of Finance, Hasan Jabbara, being a champion of
rupture. -Referring to Syria's attitude toward the Arab
countries, he repretted that the ministerial statcment failed to
mention that Syria should not only advocate understanding
between the Arab countries but ghould also play an important
role in directing Arab policy. He also criticized the

statement for not having referred to the tripartite communigque
which has divided the Middle East into zones of foreign
influence, He added that the unity of the Arabs would be

the best reply and counteraction to foreign imperialistic
polieies,  He concluded: "After God I believe in Arab unity,
gocialism, and freedom. Accordingly every government which

does not implement or postulate these three principles shall

not win my confidence.”

Ra'if Milgi (Ind - Hama) inquired about the causes which led to
The resignation of Azm's Cabinet and expressed his fear Lhal the
new Cabinet might all of a sudden have %o resign under similar
ecircumstances, Referring to Hawrani's resignation from the
previous Cabinet, he said that this resipnation was attributed
by the resigning Minister to lack of coordination and to
certain factors of a more serlous nature. He inquired aboul
these factors and asked whether or notb these same factors
threatened the position of the present Cabinet. Referring

to the resignation of the first Qudsi’s Cabinet, he said

that Hawrani alleged at that time that there were conspiracies
and intrigues against the republican regime. He exonorated
Qudsi from such accusations but expressed his amazement at

the present willingness of the Republican Bloc to support
Qudsi against whom accusations of treason were directed in

the past.

With regard to the pledse that the new Cabinet did not
intend to exploit its powers o propagandize for a certain
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the possible discharge of Major Ahmad al-'Azm, Director General
of Police and Security, and Dr. Anwar Hatim, Secretary General
of the Prime Ministry and their replacement by pro-Fopulilstsa.

With rerard to foreign policy, he urged the Government
to follow & frank policy particularly with the Arab states.
fle concluded that the point of weakness of the new Cabinet
centered on the presence of a certain Minister whose name he
declined to mention.

Akram Hawrani {Hama - ASP) replied to Milqi's remarks pointing
out that the causes of his resipnation were well known to the
Assembly eand the people. He denied the report that all
Aszsembly groups were in favor of the continuation of the former
cabinet and asserted that the Liberal Republican Bloc, the
Independents, and the Resurrectionists had decided to withdraw
their confidence from the former Cabinet.

Munir Ajlani {Independent Bloc -~ Damascus} supported the
government’s policy of understanding between the Arad countries
but criticized the ministerial statement for its obscurity.

He declared his Bloc's intention to abstain from giving a

vote of confidence in the Government.

Premier Qudsi declared that collaboration and harmony
charscterized his Caebinet, He reiterated his promise not %o
let the Government interfere in the debate on the constltution,
He added that if Cabinet members were to participate in the
debate they would do so only in their capacity as members of
the Assembly., With regsard to the absence of any reference to
the republican regime in the ministerial statement he said that
®it was taken for granted that the Cabinet supported the
republican regime,”

As for Syro-lLebanese relations, the Premier distinguished
between Customs separation and severence of economic relations.
e sald that his Government will adopt the policy of the former
Cabinet as rersards separation of Customs and common intercsts.
He added that Customs separation was approved by the Asseubly,
There was no objectiom, however, agalnst the conclusion of a -
trade agreement with Lebanon.

Qudsi then spoke about the tripartite communiqué. He
aaid that the Government intentionally abstained from referring
to the communiqué in the ministerial statement because this
gquestion involves all Middle Eastern Governments and no Arab
Government should take a unilateral position vis~-a-vis the
communiqué before consulting the other Arab Governmentls,
especially since western powers would not give any welght to
uniiateral action in this respect.

T ‘remi co yded by urging the Assembly to hasten
Lhe A@Sﬁi‘iﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ?&@é@’ 1&5&6@&33%&041 5R005600170003-8
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that the compietion of the constitution would not provide a
guarantee for stability but that it was in the hands of the
Constituent Assembly to achieve the desired stability. He
reversed his former opinion that the administrative and
political affairs of the country gshould be entrusted to
civilians, and, in view of the recent activities of blocs
and certain interventions, recommended the formation of a
strong military government, especially as the Ministry of
National Defence has been entrusted to an army representative.
He nointed out that subverssive currents had been recently
witnessed and that former opponents had been converted into
supporters.

With repard to the Republican Bloc's remarks that there
was no reference to the Republican regime in the ministerial
statement, Barazi said that this subject need not be referred
to as it had become a means of exploitation,

Hawrani interrupted and resented what he described as a
direct allusion to him and his bloc.

Barazi continued his speech., He criticized economic¢ rupture
with Lebanon and made an apneal for Arab unity.

Ahmad Qanbar (P - Aleppo’ asserted that the new Cabinet was
formed in a free atmosphere and supported his assertion with
the faect that the first Qudsi's Cabinet did not last long.,
With reference to Barazi's recommendations that a military
Government be formed, Qanbar affirmed that the new Minister
of Defence did not represent the Army. He added that neither
the oeople nor the Army favored the formation of a Military
Government, he reminded the Assembly of the autocratic rule
of Barazi when he was for a while military governor of Aleppo
under Za'im, and during which he summoned the Qaimagams and
ordered them to ignore the existing laws and to comply with
his commands,

Eil&i interrupted but was asked by President Kikhya not to
interfere. Milqi refused. President Kikhya threatened Lo
order him to withdraw from the floor. ilqil challenged him
to do so. Minister Shakir ali *Ass intervened and asked
Milgqi to shut up. Milgl reta iated with stronger words.

A clamor ensued and certain Independent deputies
withdrew in protest against the conduct of the President
and Shakir al "Ass,

Hani al-Siba'i (P - Homs) reaffirmed that the Government should
Ye administered by the people and not by any other organization.,
He added that the People's Party had discussed the present
situation prior to the formation of the new Cabinet and that

no vressure, intimidation, or intervention accompanied ita
formation.

Milqi
Approved For Release 2002/01/16 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600170003-8
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Milgi spoke again about the circumstances which accompanied
the formation of the new Cabinet. He reminded the Assembly
that the people used to consider as traitors those deputies
who under the French Mandate were in the habit of frequenting
the French Intelligence Officers, Addressing Yunis and
certain other deputies, Milqi challenged them to state whether
or not (Syrian Army officers) had not visited them to urge
them to give their confidence to the new Cabinet.

Hawrani intervened and violent words were exchanged.
Kikhya postponed the meeting for 20 minutes in order to
calm the tense atmosphere. When the deputies reassembled,
Premler Qudsi took the floor and said: "You are aware that
the Assembly was elected after a military coup in order %o
prepare a new constitution for the country., It is not my
intention to state here whether or not the atmosphere was
then free. Nevertheless I can affirm that it was a
national atmosphere. X can further assert that there is
no benefit in discussing such subjects. It is the
achievement of stability which would really benefit the
gountry. As for myself, my past career is sufficient to
prove that I have never worked in an atmosphere lacking

in freedom, %

A motion was then raised to close the debate and
atart voting., The Assembly gave Qudsi®s government an
overwhelming vote of confidence with 78 voting in favor,
2 apainst, and 7 abstaining. dJalal al-3ayyid and
7Abd al-'Aziz Harwil (both Resurrectionists from Deir-ez-
Zor) voted against., Those who abstalned were: Munir
"Ajlani (Dsmascus) Ra'if Milqi (Hama), Hasan al-Hakim (Damascus),
“Abd al-Rahman al-'Azm (Hama), "Abd al-Hskim Rislan (Homs),
Farid Mirhij (Hama), Husni al-Barazi (Hamaj.

The meeting was adjourned until Monday June 12,
at 5:00 p.m.

F.GH/AMN /JSS /vm
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4l Akhbar, and Al Masa'.
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DOMESTIC AFFAINS

OPPOSITION IN THE ASSEMBLY:

Al Qabas: Editor Najlb al-Rayyis today expressed his opinion
{FsT mambers of the opposition who at the last meetlmg“of"tye
Constituent Assembly raised the question of "interventiocn® in
ihe formation and support of Qudsi's cabinet should be‘y?axsad
instead of insulted., Rayyis rointed out that, the @Pp@&}tlﬂn.

was only fighting for the "freedom" of the Pylme,ylglster and
his legal constitutional powers, Had t@e‘Prlme Minister bheen
free to chose his colleagues, certain m}nlsters'would’not have
their portfolios now. Instead of attacking and insulting the ?
oppesition the fopulists ought to have exp}01ted the ¢pposition’s
atand as a check to any further "intervention.”

ATTACKS . - -

e o A I
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ATTACKS ON JABBARA:

Al Kifah: Editor Amin sa'id today suggested that Minister

T5bbara should be tried for his wheat policy which last year

was disastrous to the whole nation and particularly furmers. He
siso accused Jabbara of having conspired agaisnt Syria before

+he annexation of Alexandretta to Turkey. Jabbara formed a
nolitical party of which he was chairman and his present colleague,
Henri Ra'ad, a member. The party advocated the attachment of
slexandretta to France.

PRESIDENTS OF FORLIGN STATES SHOULD b RESrscTed:

ayha'! : The Directorate General of Propaganda and Information

CUhia letter to this paper requesting it to be cautious in the
publication of news jtems involving presidents of forelsn states
and not to publish anything prejudicial to their prestige and
sfficial position in the interest of general welfare and in

conformity with Article 65 of the Press Law.

The paper inquires as 1o which presidents are involved
jin this letter.

GMBEZZLEMENT IN JAZIRAR:

AL Nagr: The lInspector of the Ministry of Ilnterior, “r. Ihsan
AT awwas, arrived in Damascus from Jazirah and reported to the
minister of Interior on the embezzlement cases in the municipality
of Kamishliyah. He stated to our reporter that the sun

cmbezzled was 39,000 Syrian pounds and not 290,000 as previously

reported.

USE_OF ATOMIC BOMB:

Al Nasr: A number of lawyers, law graduates, and law studenis
T Homs sent a cable to the Secretary General of the United
Nations in which they requested that bthe UN draft legislation
prohibiting the use of atomic bombs and providing that any
nation using an atomic bomb would be considered a war criminal.

COMMEMORATION IN HOMS:

Al Nasr: The Nationalist Party's branch office in Homs will
~ommemorate the second anniversary of the death of Mazhar Pasha
Arslan, the head of the of fice. The cormemoration will be helad

on June 10, at the Opera Theater. Many personalities are invited.

PRESENTATION . - ..
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PHESANTATION OF CRuDENT Lal52

41 Nasr: The Indian Minister to Syria, H.E. 'ali hAsfar,

sresented his credentials to the Chief of State, at 10:00 a.m.
vesterday, dJune 8,1950.

The French Minister ,Mr. Jacques tmile Paris, pres=znted N
nis credentials at 11:00 the same day.

ENCOURAGEMENT TO MEZZEH AJRPORT:

05Tice instructs the Security station in Mezzeh airport to
cermit air passengers to visit the city of Damascus without
paying visa fees provided the length of their visit does not
exceed 24 hours. For longer visits passengers will Uve
requested to pay visa fees.

DuTENTION OF COMMUNISTS ALONG FRONTIEHRS:

51 Akhbar: Three communists carrying communist tracts and

e

\15if Ba': A circular issued by the Directorate of Security and

samphlets have been apprehended along the Syro-lebanese
“vontiers and sent to Damascus under escort for trial.

FIRST CABINET MEsTING:

According to a communiqué published today by the morning
papers, the Council of Ministers held a meeting Thursday evening
and approved a number of draft decrees relative to certain
customs tariffs which have recently been put into force.

vhe Council also approved the reduction of governmental
snd municipal taxes on gazoline used by airlines,

ARAB AFFAIRS

KENNEDY WARNING THE SYRIAN GOVERNFSNT :

51 Balad reports that Mr. Kennedy, Director Generai ol UNRUWA,
has warned the Syrian Government in a note that the agency
would open the Naqura-Israel road should Syria persist in 1ifs
attitude towards the shipment via Syria of supplies to the

refu;;ees in Jordan.
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ARAB LEAGUE aFFAIRS:

Alif Ba': FPrime Minister Nazim al-Qudsi began yesterday noou
studying reports concerning Arab League affairs and the minutes
of previous lLeague meetings concerning the annexation of Eastern
Falestine to Jordan.

The PFremier expressed his hope that the present tension
Letween the Arab states would be eliminated and that in the
next session of the League the Arabs would cooperate closely
in order to provide a ccllective front against dangers
threatening the Middle East and particularly the Arab states.

TRIPARTITE COMMUNLGUE:

Al Nasr carried today an article written by writer 'sbd-al-
Tadir al-Gawwas who inquired whether the seven aArab states are
independent or protectorates. He claimed that three western
powers are dictating orders to the Arab states by threatening
them with force should they endeavor to restere their rights
in Palestine or should they even try to implement, by their
own means, the partition decision approved by the United
Nations. In conclusion, he expressed the fear that the Arabl
covernments have already concurred with the communpique and to
the status quo in Palestine.

fHANCE AND TH& LEVANT:

Al Insha': In an editorial published by this paper, Ur. Adib
al-Da¥udi comments on the report that France is to be given

2 naval base in either Syria or Lebanon in accoraance with the
Lripatite communique which involves the division of the Middle
Kast into spheres ol foreign influence. The writer states that
the three Westarn Powers are free to hold conferences and make
decisions in conformity with their interests, but Syria and
Lebanon are entitled to defend their freedom and independente
which are threatened by foreign military occupation.

if this report is true it means that France 1is still
clinging to its old dreams which the painful memory of 25 years
of French rule does not seem *to have dispelled from the minds
of French stutesmen and military leaders. Syria and Lebanon
should categorically refuse to allow the establishment of a
foreign naval base in their territory which would imply loss
of their national sovereignty and jurisdiction in favor of the
foreign state to which the naval base is to belong.

The independence of Syria and Lebanon has been recognized
by all the members of the United Nations including France. It

wouldphroved FonRslchfe Ecmme"ﬁ@mmspészoémmémgomié cy and

arp. - -
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@mrp the old tune of its influential positicn or trad.oonal
setations with the Levant Stutes.

. Syrians have so far considered bygones as bygceaes and,
since the termination of the French Mandate, have treated
“rance as a friendly power. If it is true that France is
askins for a naval base this would open healed wounds and

:yrians ho e that this report about the naval base is
sunded and trat the recent visit of the admiral of the
arich Fleet to Syria and Lebanon was purely a courtesy visit.

41 Fayha'views this report with alarm and takes this opportunity
fc pay tribute to Shukri al-Quwwatli who achieved the unconditioc

azi evacuation of French troops from Syria. The paper adds

‘hat it learned from a friend in Cairo that lMr. ¥Khalid al-"dzm,
former Premier, had during his visit to Cairo given his
seitten approval of the tripartite communigué prior to its
publication and that it was he who invited Admiral Lambert to
vioit Damascus. The story further runs that Mr. "Azm chose

to return to Beirat by sea on board the Providence in order to
meet Mr., Paris, the new French Minister to Syria, and a group
of French diplomats and military officers and that during this
voyage agreement was reached on all subjects. The paper
states that recent French activities are only the first resulis
af this agreement.

4l *Alam: It is reported from Cairo that the American Ambassador

16 EeyPt has recently given certain explanations concerning the
tripartite communique to the Zgyptian Foreign Minister,

The United Press reports that informed circles have denied

Lhat the tripartite communiqué involves the return of French

influence to Syria and Lebanon ana attributes the apprahension
of Syria and Lebanon regarding this subject to misunderstanding.

sccording to informed sources in Beirut, the American
Minister to Lebanon reassured the lLebanese Government that the
tripartite communique would not pave the way for foreign
intervention in the affairs of Syria and Lebanon.

o Qe
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Nazir, Al ﬁkhbar Al hanar, Al Masa?, Barada, Al Nuggad.
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DOMESTIC APFAIRS

DENIAL .

T B —— A SRR

411l Papers: The Directorate of Propaganda and information denied

the report that the new Minister of National Defense had attended
the luncheon party given in honor of high-ranking Syrian of ficers
on board the French cruiser, Montcalm. {Pr.Dig. 107/3)

STATHE RELIGION:

Al Kifah reports that a tentative agreement has been reached
hetween the various parliamentary groups concerning state
religion. sccording to this agreement the President of the
Republic is to be Moslem, lslamic legislation is to be one of
the chief sources of legislation in the syrian Hepublic, and the

Reputdddrodéy Bor Rdistde %&/%W%%?E&ﬁiﬁbossom79@3@&“&& .
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Al kanar: Shaykh vustafa al-Siba'qy ofthe Islamic Socialist
Tront denied that such an agreement had been reached.

COUNCIL OF MINISTHRS' MESTING:

Alif Ba': The Council of Ministers held a three-and-half-hour
meeling yesterday evening. The paper believes that the general
policy of the new Cabinet as well as the agenda of the arab
Leapue Council session were the subject of discussion.

Eﬁéﬁé&éﬁ@ngWWATLl 1IN LibBaNON!..

4l Jabal quotes the ANA as reporting that former Fresident

“hukri al-Quwwatli has been invited L0 pass the summer months
in Lebanon.

aRMmY AND POLITICS:

Al Fayha'’: Lt. Colonel Adib Shishikli stated to the arab News
Agency in Beirut that the present political situation in Syria
is normal and thut the responsible statesmen are concerned over
a prosperous future for Syria.

When asked about the rumors that the Syrian Army is
interfering in all the affairs ‘of the State Colonel Shishikli
said, "The Army does not interfere in politics or any other
affairs of the State. These are left up to the rulers of the
country to deal with.”

ADMIRAL OF MEDITERRANGAN FLEET VISITING SYRIA

Al Fayha: Sir John Oslten{?) the new Admiral of the British
Wediterranean Fleet is scheduled to visit Beirut aboard the
Cruiser Cambia on June 9. The Admiral is expected to visit
Damascus on June 11 to call on the Chief of State and the
Minister of Defense.

PREMIER'S VISITORS:

AL Fayha': Premier Nazim al-Gudsi received yesterday, June 8,
The Indian and the French Ministers in Syria. The indian
Minister is scheduled to present his credentials to the Chief
of State at 10:00 a.m. and the French Minister at 11:00 a.m.
today-

FRENCH. - »
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FRZNCH INFLUENCE IN SYRIA:

Al Fayha': Commenting on the reports that the French Legation

T Pamacous has recently expanded its offices and increased

the number of its military, press and commercial attachés
followin; the announcement of the tripartite communiqué a
columnist strongly urges the responsible leaders to wake up

from their slumber and protect the independence of the country.

He cautions the people that conspiracies are being plotted against
the independence of the couniry which was attained through
blood-shed and sacrifice,

PROSPECTS OF THE N&EW CABINET:

Al Insha' published an editorial by Dr. Adib al-Da'udi
explaining the first impressions of the people on the formation
of the new Cabinet. The writer remarks that the new Cabinet

is virtually a Populist cabinet and that the Feople's Party

has for the first time been given the chance to undergo a test
of competence and political ability. It is tnue that members
from the People's Party participated in former cabinets; but
they did so either in their personal capacitﬁ or as members

of @ coalition cabinet as was the case with Hashim al-Atasi’s
Cabinet.

The writer describes as politically insignificant Dr.
Qudsi's statement that his Cabinet is only provisional and
transitory. 1t believes thut government is an indivisible entity
and that governmental responsibility should not be affected by
the long or short duration of the cabinet in rpower.

In conclusion the writer advises Dr. Qudsi and his
colleagues not to be influenced by personal snd regional
considerations. Al Kifah published an article in support of the
new Cabinet. It belleves thut the Cabinet possesses the elements
of success, since it has in view the immediate completion of
the new constitution and since it truly represents the Consti=-
tuent agsembly, an advantage which the former Babinet did not
enjoy. The paper adds that relations between the Government and
Assembly are expected to be characterized by harmony and

coordination.

Al Fayha' fears that the new Cabinet might work for the
implementation of the Syro-Iraqi Union project and deplores the
absence of official statements expressing the Government's
intention to defend the Republican regime, other than a few
random words uttered by the new Premier in the last meeting of
the Constituent Assembly. The paper concludes that Rushdi al-
Kikhya, the Dean of the Feople's Party, has recently told his
intimate friends and confidants that he intends to implement
the Syro-Iraqi Union project at any cost.
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ARAMCO TO PURCHASE OIL CONCESSIONS:

Al Fayha': The Bastern News Agency reports that Aramco is

cecretly negotiating the purchase of the S5.P.C. 0il exploration
concession in Syria.

/TRIAL OF COMMUNISTS:

a4l Kifah : The Directorate of Folice and Security has completed
Ifs investigation into the cases of the communists who were
arrested last Sunday for holding a demonstration on the
International Maternity Day. Three communists have been discharged

"and 15 men and the two women will shortly be referred to the
Council of Justice.

Yesterday a delegation of 8 women visited the rrime Ministryv,
the Minister of lnterior, and the Minister of Justice and
requested medical treatment for three detainees, Joseph Nahlawi,

" Ibrahim al-Khuri and George Muhawash, who were seriously wounded
during their clash with the police.

Al Nasr reports that a delegation representing the leasue of
Syrian Women for the Frotection of laternity and vhildhood '
visited the Chief of State and the kinisters of Justice and
Interior to express their condemnation of the tripartite
communiqué and to deplore the incidents of Sunday, June 4, and

" the maltreatment of communist detainees.

WUMBZR OF REFUGKES IN SYRIA:

Al Shabab: Statistics prepared by the Palestinian Arab Refugees

Urganization show that the number of Palestinian refugees in
Syria is 83,325 of whom 39,831 are living in Damascus.

ARAB AFFAIRS

A SECOND BALFQUR DECLARATION:

Al Masr and other papars: In an interview held yesterday with
the Eastern News Agency, & prominent Yalestinian Arab personality
described the tripartite communique as a second Balfour Declara-
tion invadlving all the Arab countries and peoples and as a

grave precedent for future intervention in the affairs of

other countries. The same personality added that the communiqué
was aimed at winding up the Palestine problem, confirming the
present truce frontiers and at providing Israel with a military
guarantee against future aggression. The communiqueé further
invalidates the work of the Conciliation Commission and violates

the Unjted Narioons Parsdtign Resglutdons, the personatity
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concluded that the communiqué did not pecessarily mean that
Israel would stand by its pledges after it completed its
arnament prograns.

REFUGEES CONDEMN WORK OF UNRWA:

Al Nasr: The Palestinian Arab refugees submitted a memorandum
£5 the Syrian Prime Ministor reiterating their dondemnation of

2 recent declaration made by the Director of UNRWa in which

he stated that his Agency intendesd 10 im;lement agricultural
projects in the vast lanas of Syria which belonged either to

the Stute or to big landlords. The memorandum asserts that

this declaration clearly indicates that the purpose of UNRWa

is to settle the refugees outside their original couniry ana to
plan imperialistic economic anu political wedzes in the Arab
countries. lhe memorandum further notes that the Agency is
transgressing the reservations made by Dr.udsi regarding the
sconomic Survey Mission when he was Foreign Minister in Hashim
al-Atasi’s Cabinet and 1s even going beyond the scope of Clapp's
projects which are confined to afforestation, building of
terraces, asphalting of roads and similar other works. The
memorandum reiterates the refugees' insistence on repatriation
to their homes and bon the implementation of Clapp's projects

in the Arab part of Palestine or in those parts of the territory
alloted to the Arabs by the Partition Plan which can be returned
to the Arabs.

AN ISRALLI LAW LIQUIDATING ARABS PROPERTY:

4lif Ba'® : A London report indicates that the lsraeli Government
has passed a Law no.5710 concerning custodianship of Arab
property in Palestine. According to the provisions of this

Law the Custodian is authorized to liquidate the property of
persons not resident in TIsrael. these provisions involve the
property of persons residing in the arab portion of ¥Yalestine

or in other Arab countries.
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