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1. During the summe® and -fall of 1948, { enginsers, employed by 25X1

\ / the Afghanistan iovernment, laid oubt~a mew road Irom Gardez to Matun.
This new road is reported to follow the course of the old road, except

- from Ghalgai (N33°29' - F69922¢) to lakka Tigmal (N33°20% — E69031¢)
where it takes a slightly lower pass in order to follow a less tortuous ’
path. As ths primary reason for the road is military, the project '
has the backing of the governor of that particular province¥®, who is i
alsc the military comrander. Fconomically, the only commercisl sig- "
nificance will be that the proposed road will open up lumber country,
hithertc inaccessible.

Mguf g 1948 the Pakistan zovernment Proposed to Afghanistan that Ia rood

Toa opensd up from the area of Yatun leading into the Kurrum valley
of Pakis s} Ahe primary motive in the building of this road was to
i bring unds etter control the tribesmen of this repgion. The safety
S of the road was to be placed under the control of a tribal chief in
. the same manner as the control of the Khyber pass, which is the respon-
5ibility of the Shinwari tribes. Howaver, this proposition by Pakistan .
was finally dropped, owing to lack of interest on the part of the Afghans. f

25X1A # Comment. It is presumed that source refers to the
governor o e Southern Province of Afzhanistan.
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