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York at the Riomg Institute |
o

2, The Forschungsanstalt Insel Riems (virus and bacteriol 1. reesarceh in-
ILLEGIB stitute on the Baltiec Sea island of Riems) was founded in, 1909 by Profsssor
Friedrich 1Bffler, discoverer of ths diphtheria bacillus.: In 1942; Ats nawe
was changed to Relchsforschungsanstalt Insel Riems. In 1945, -1t wag taken -
over 4y the Russians, who, dlemantded--f%y had 1t retmilt-and rceqai; A d. It
iz now under the administrative authority of the German Econorie Commission, 25X1

~

3. The only wayr research done in Riems during the Hitler rogime was a sewdes-of 1
‘ projecty on HMD and,rinderpest, deseribod below. In 1942, a seerst cormittec
compose%f reliable Nazi scientists and technicians in the Riems Instituts
was assigned to study possibilities of ﬂpor‘hizig HMD into countries, parti-
cularly the United States, kncwn to ¥ unfamiliar with tﬁi
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25X1 it does not exist there. s not on this committes, tut wms kept

informed on its work by some of the memberz. Professor Yaldmann, director

of the Institute, was a member, tut rather delayed its work; he mainly com-

plisd with the Nazi request for research in oxier to obtain abundant equip-

ment and material for his Institute | The committee  25X1
ILLEGIB worked closely with officers and offTcIals of Uho Hecremaffenamt, particy-
larly with one Dr. Stantien, Berlin (whereabouts unimown)., In spring 1943,
the committes submitted the conclusion that any enemy country eould be -
attacked with D virus; the virus could be dried, fiown over enamy country,
and dropped. This schems was never practically applied besecause it required
Gerinan air superiority. P

fhat™

: ans -
4.  In the spring of 1944, Wish SS officers# came to Riems and requested, large -
supplies of dried HMD virus ¥ be lefi behind the rotreating German armies

25X1

in Russia. When the Institute refused this requeat, the matter wvas taken
to high authorities in Berlin, but the scheme was abendoned after the Insti-
tuts proved that the project would have the boomerang effect of spreadivg

the dissase from Russia to Germany, 25X1
d“W‘ Yas Vo do. -
5. DBebweer-1948-aad 194,/ the comitteo d#d ressarch on rinderpsst with an eyE

- to introducing this disease into the United States as well as rrotecting
Germany in case enenies should introduce it on a large scale into Germany
No practical results came from this project.,

Dismantling of the Institute

6. When on 2 May 1945 Marshal Rokossovsky's troops ocecuried Riems Island, they .
started to pilfer the Institute. They were informed a fey days later that -
the Institute had been placed under the personal protection of Stalin. At
that time the Institute wms working mainly on the production of vaccine -
against HMD, Newcastle's disease, and human influensza, in close coopsration
with the Kaiser-Wilhelm-Institute for Biology. Betwsen July and October |,
1945, the Institute was completely dismantled by two cormissions - one ammy’
and one eivilian. The army commission took away about 10,000 guinea pigs; -
thrae ultra eentrifuges with 40,000 to 50,000 revolutions rer mimte, vhieh -
served the purpose of throwing out amall disease bearsrs; a quantity of .
chenieal-physical apparatus, for instance, Tiselius apparatus for the study.
of the effect of electrical charses on virus substance; slectrical "Dimp~ . -
funzsweagen”; low-temperature refrigerators; electrical refrigerators; -
speedial apparatus for the production of wvaceinss and serums; thermgstats;

.

water~-bath equipment, etec. The dismantled equipment was loaded on, large °

\./’/}ujja webil, v+ bargeg, shipped to,Swinemfirde aad-from thove to Riga. | | - 25X1
25549 1 7 the equirment was scheduled =
e - eterinary Academy located 50 kilometers (di- .-

A Ty Lo
to o {85 R . rection unknoun) from Moseow. During the dismantling by the, awmy commissiongs s, /..
Russian Major Ratner, a veterinary, ,beelra V%mnnth:-mgn»veterinazyn~
/ search with German scientists. The/eivilian commissisn took vhat was left -°
" after the dismantling by the army chiefly equipment for the production of o
[ vaccines and serums. This, too, vay shipped to Russia via Swinemfinde/Riga, -
i deshined, menbers of the civilian cémmission sald, for a veterinary institute -°
j  on&a island in the Lake Seligsr. %his institute had boen destroyed by the -
{ Gerpans during the war and was scheduled to be il% and reequipped, al- -*
!

though informant believes that this |plan was dropped, since Major Ratnoer is -¢ X
working as an WD speclalist in the [Contral Cortrol Iastitute for Veterinary =,
fessor Sylnzow, wio visited Riems in June~

Vaceings in Mosecow, along with a ,
o. (A Col. Tsherdatych wrks at the Soviet”

bl \ - 1948,°8hd & former Lt, Col. Ostabent
H

o Iﬁli‘tary’#aterinazy Academy. ) l _ »
AN i ILLEGIB
\f J‘fh Y e o ‘4{ ~ »x,«'fh T rean ,LF) ToP SE%“‘ |
ILLEGIB L e N ‘
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7. Uhon the dismantling as complated, the Russlans invited the following Riems
apeclalists to work in Rugsias !

2. Professor Otto Waldmann, now in Argentina, vho had vorked with the Insti~
tute sinee 1919 and was its director during the war; '
28X1 25X1

Mhe  Veterinary Georg Tschaikovsky, who was in charge of the cattle belonging °

to the Insbtitute, snwd tle sefe we pis, fele s
25§1“

/)‘C

8, 1 Since 1945, the Russians have shown an ever-increasing interest in the Insti~
* tute and have given very efficient cupport to the CGermans in rebuilding 1t,
v providing coal and technieal equirment and returning to it an exrerimental
« farm near Kowall on the mainland just opposite Riems Island. The Russians
¢ have ordered no specific work at the Ingtitute and have not assumed in any
« vay its seientific direetion, althoush Russians coms there continuously to
7 eollpet information. Anong the ncre notable Russian visitors is Professor

« g kov, Stalin Prize winneér, from the Moscow Institute for kesearch on
4 Brain L;iseae. He came twiee in 1947 to obtain information on choriomenin -
1Y gitis ‘a

9. 1 IT'he Institute has done no researck for war murposes, although it can be easily 25X1.
-+ +~and guickly used for such work at any time. In three days it can produce
s anoush dried D virus ie-ehieken—opas-or in beef toncues to attack an eneny
« country by drorping the virus from the air. (The Russlans eagerly colleseted
25X1 ‘information on this possibility. In mid-1947, Fussian Col,@g{ ).Chief of
‘ ¢ the SMA Cattle Breeding Division, came to Ricma,amd, asked why X2 Germans = -
" 3id not try to drop the virus on the United Sta'bei;furing the war, adding 25X1

| fthat this would have constituted a proper answer the indiscriminate bemb-
Zwing of German cities by Ameriecan plajes.

|

/ The Fuscsians have-also shown an in%erestﬁinshha_pr%duetion“and sprea&ingﬂf \
? 7 ypeob. When the Russians,firct came to Riems/ in 1945, they raintained

% that during the war the Insti‘i;ﬁ‘c.e had done research on lmman; pee® vwith a visy AR

¢ Lo gpreading it in enemy countrids, It vas very hard %o convince them that

< actuslly the Institute had néver engaged in sueh fesearch, Th only bacteri-

¢ »logleal (not virus) roscaréh ever done| i|»at, Riems wag  25X1

7 on svine erysipelas and brucellesis., ( « & 7is )
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L1,/ Their interest in the wmr potentiaiities of the Institute has bean proven,
~ ut, informant believes, the Russians may also be concernpd with ite peace-
» btime potentialities., The Germans first reegstablisheqd laboratory for
* veterinary diagnosis, then took up again the production of vaceines, bacteri-
s ological research, and work on new vaccines - principally against swine
. erysipelas, in vhich the Russians showed much interest. By the end of June
- 1943 Riems again had a micro-biological research department working mainly
son IMD, swine erysipelas, brucellosis, and dog distemper, It also had a
+departnent working on chemieal aspects connected with 1ts research, as well
~28 a department for the rroduction of vaceines - mainly azainst HMD and New-
«eastle's disease. Informant estimates roughly that the Institute had by that
~time regained half its former capacity. (None of the equipment provided for
»the resumption of work was the ssme as that disg&andﬁlid in 19450

N MUPAUR Ve Rt

e Stafs

12, ' Botueen 1945 ami®3042 the Riems Institute had a staff of about twenty seient-
iats, somedfvwhom were there for only brief periods. The permanent staff had
- sometimes changing personrel of about twelve scientists. The mescimum mamber
of Rlems personnel, including techniclaps, machinists, alds, ete., wvag 240
prior to and during the var; 1t is smaller mow. (/d 7y/spuni w rray) \

¥

13, The present director of the Institute, appointed 1 Noverbor 1948, is Profes- -
sor Heing Rosherer, former head of its pathological department. He had been -
an NSDAP member sinee 1931; the fact that the Russians kept him at Riems and -
have now made him director is an indication of the urgency they feel for keep--

* ing the Institute functioning., Two other staff members disrissed in 1945 have -

. beer recalled:s Dr, Hubert MBhimann, former production specialist for HMD asd .
ILLEGIB - Beweactle's dizeasb vaccines, who had been jailed in & Neu-Brandenburg concen- -
tration camp, has been made head of the production department; Professor Gotte -
fried(PyD is supposed to return to Riems shortly to resume his former position .
as head of the chemical department. Before working at Riems, Pyl had worked ..
with IG Farben in H8chst; from 1947 he worked with the ASID firm in Dessan pro-
[ducing vaceines. Informant considers him the best scientific head of the Riems -
jstaff membors mow available to the Russians. Veterinery Georg Tschailovalky con- -
tinues to work at the Institute. He is the only SED member amongz the entire
selentific staff.

ILLEGIB
Y., Former Institute staf'f members ares

s

(a, Dr. Helmith Rusla, formerly with the Berlin-Buch Research Institute;

(b, Dr. Gerhard Schramm of the KYI for Biology, hormons specialist at Riems
‘in 1944, now working at the institute of bio~chemistry affiliated with
‘tlibingen Universitys

¢, Jr. Hobahm, chemist and assistant to Professor Pyl in the chemical depart-
ment, and Dr. Petermann, specialist on HMD type differentiation, working wita
Professor Yaldmann in Argentina. - :

d. “rofessor Richard Roemer 1s not working at the Institute; his connesction
with 1t is merely that of providing cattle from his cattle-raising insti-
‘wite in Dummerstorf near Rostoelk.

ik reefis dom o #amls
25X1 15, | lhe has inwerted a hitherte unknewn method vhich wkdorrs
*"quick differentiation of HMD virua types by complemont fixation® (durch Kom-
s plementbindung). This method, he says, makes 1t pessible to deternmine in a
. period of two hours any rarticular kind of virus causing HMD, This he says

<to be of utmost importance beesuse counter measures against HMD depend entirely
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. on the type of virus cauging 1t. Uther methods of HMD virus type determins-
- tion require an averase of five weaks which is such a long periecd that the

- ,d4isease would spread before the proper kind of vaceine could be found. Only

Al ;J:L-j
&,

ety fean
/"/
25X1 16.

-with his methods, he claims, is it possible to fight MMD suceessfully from .
.its very besinning. He has also suceeeded mAM tyred, of mmé? A
L virus in chicken eggs, a-methed- so-far-unknoun, and is arplying +hiy method

-at his present place of work, the Behring Werks in Marbur hn, a serologi- )
..cal and vaccine research institute. He hasdsessbed a non-infectious vaceine bl
«against swine erysipelas; bﬁﬂamwcﬁhr’ﬁiaﬁststing of - kiiled -er
‘,f.daad-ﬁvaecina not coming from a live eulture. R

In October 1945, vhen :other Riems Island scientists were invited
by the Russians to work in Russia, he asked and received a 2/~hour period in

which to formulate his conditions for accepting the Russian offer. He mur-

posely made conditions so rigld that the Russians would not agree to them; he
recuested, for instance,@hat he be put under the diplomatic protection of a
Buropean or overseas nover while workine in Russia and while Germany was un-

able to give diplomatic protection. In November 1945, MVD officers put addi-
tional pressure on him %o accept the Russian offer, but the president of the
Rusaian Zone Central Administration for Agriculture apd Forestry intervensd
successfully with the Russians in favor of [ |staying in Germany. 25X1
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