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THE YUGOSLAV AIR TORCE

l. Yugoslav military aviation is now much stronger than formerly. Only
young men serve, most of whom have had snecial courses in Soviet Russia
and in Yugoslavia.

2. The Yugoslav iir Torco alrecdy has 5007 ("500?" has becn in%ed in over
the number "5,000" in the oririnal) modern aireraft furnished by the

Soviet Union, and as many more are being constructed in the Yugoslav 7
aircruft industries,

3. The largest part of the Yugoslav iir Force consists of fighter planes
which, according to Soviet wer strategy, are to defend Yuposlavia in
the initial phase of military operations and as long as Russian aireraftc
are not active in long-range or heavy borbing attacks over enermy territory.

4. Cormand of the Yupgoslav iir Force is professionally trained according
to Russian mothods. Almost all instructors heve besen given gpecialized
training in Russia.

5. OGupreme Command of the Yuposlav /ir 7orce is under strict control of
high Soviet officers who issue orders and Airectives reparding the
treining of Yumoslav o”ficors. ill of the most important decisions,
pronotions, and transfers, as well as ull nrocedures relutive to the
construction an” strengthening of the Yuroslav air votantial, are under
jurisdieti~n of the ubove-rentioned Soviet officers. At the hoad
of the special Russian cormission, which has control of the Yuroslar
Air Foroe, i8 a Soviet genoral who is frecuontly soen vwith Tito and
the cormander of the Yuroslav /iir TForce.

6. The most influential person in ths ..ir Torce is the political cormissar
Sirovie, a Yugoslev exe-sorgeznt who verticipated in guerrilla wer fare
on the Partisan side. All of his orders are carried out to.the last
detail as though he wore the commander-in-chief of Yugoslav militery
aviation, for even Tito and tho members of the special Soviet Mimssion
have the groatest confidence in him.

7. The present air force is b.sed on old Yumoslav Porrations. The smallest
unit is the squadron, while the largest is the air brirade, consistineg

CLASSIFIGATION SiCRIT ,
{ statE NAVY NSRE DISTRIBUTION _ F}

Lammy X [ E1l I I AU IO I
Return to CIA Library

Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP83-00415R001100040009-5




25X1

8.

9.

1.

12,

13.

14,

16.

Regimental School.

Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP83-00415R001100040009-5

SECRRT

CEIRAL IMELIGERGE AcRY [ ]

-2-

of thres regiments.

o
Disposition of the Yugoslav air regiments is a8 follows:s 1lat Atr Parce
Regiment, Zemun (Belgrade); 24, Sarajevo (Bosnia); 34, Skopljes 4th
Novi Sed; 5th Zagreb; 8th Paticevo; Tth, Ljubljana; 8th Vostar;
9th Ecke; 10th, Kraljevo; and 11th, MWis. )

Each of the above-mentioned regiments has at its digposal thres or
four airfields within 1ts Jurisdictional area. Regiments are composed
primarily of fighter oraft and bombers. In each regiment thére is a
training oenter for pilots arriving from supplementary cadres. In
addition, each regiment hes e deteched higheranking Russian offioer,
who 18 also 4n fuot the secret commander of the regiment because all
of his orders are executed imnediately,

Besides the nbove-mentibmed regimente which are permanently orguniged,
there are also the regimental achools which, in case of war, oan be
imuediately transformed into airecombat regiments. They ares the
Pancevo Regimental Sohool, Ecka Regimental School, and the Mostar

YUGOSLAV MILITA{Y ATIRCRAFT

Other airecraft, which the Yugoslave received from the Allies during
the last war and which fell in Yugoslav German-ocoupied territory,
are used only for training, transport, and communications,

The Yugoslev Air Forge Now has the following types of planes:
YAK-8, YAE.7, YAK-9, Stormovik, and P.F. Petlyskov,

The YAK is a fighter plane similar to the German Messersohmitt op -
the Enpglish Spitfire, with a 1,300-hp engine and & naximen speed

in horizontal flight of 580 lm per hour. It has a ceiling of 10,000
msters, and is armed with two 7.9wmm machine guns and two 20.-mm
Canmnons,

The Stormovik is an atteock airoraft, two-scater low=wing monoplane

with a 1,500-hp water-cooled engines it has 10-mm-thiok srmor for

the protsction of the engine; it can attein a maximum speed of 450 km
per hour. It has a ooiling of 6,000 meters and is armed with two 7.0-am
machine guns, one for the pilot and the other for the observers. Thare
are only two 20-mm cannons and four rocket-launching tubes. Im addtion,
it has a bomb capacity of 400 kg. The rocket-launching tubes, mounted
on the tail of the ocraft, are arranged like those of the Katugha,

The Petlyskov is a low<wing monoplans and has two 1,3500-hp engines 1ike
those of the YAK, The orew ooensiats of three mer. The plane, which
can attaln a speed of BOO I per hour, has a colling of 9,000 meters,
is armed with three machine guns and two cannons, and has a bomb
capasclity of 760 kg. '
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* DISPOSITION OF REGIMENTS
Each of the 11 Yugoslav Alr Foras regiments has solé oommand of one or
two principal sirfields and several so-called whr-smergency fMelds,
Disposition of these repiments and their bases is as follows:

lst Air Forae Regiment, Zemun

The 1st Adr Force Regiment is looated at Zemun Airfield, Wil

aireraft are not based at a field of this typp for political and other
rotisons. Zemn Airfisld acocmmodates only oivilian and milibery transit
airoraft but, in oasé of war, & regiment of fighters will be assigned
there for defense of Belgrede and Zemmm. Such defense is alse the
responsibility of other Air Force regiments stationsd nearby. It is
estimated thet about 400 fighter Planes ocan be stationsd at this aipe
field.

General oonstruction of Zemun Airfield is of highest quality. During
the Germen ocoupation, ths Luftwaffe built g modern oonorete

runway thers for landing of heavy oombat or tramspart sirorsft. I¢
also has all of the most modern ingtallations .essential to an airfield
that covers such brodd and important fields of service.

2d Air Force Regiment, Sarejevo

The four flelds used by the 2d Air Porce Regiment of Sarajm are
the Rajlovac Airfield and the Butmir, Sokolac, and Tuzla-Bi jeljina
Auxiliery fields. Thé Rajlovac Airfield is the most important.

Rajlovae Alrfield is located 6 km from Sarajeve toward Zenica., It is
the largest airfield assigned to the 2d 4ir Foroe Regiment. This
field was greatly enlarged by the Germans and later vms damaged by
German alrerafts howovor, it was _reconstruoted irmediately after the
wars The field todey is much more beautiful and modern than it was
before the war. The runway, now about 2 km long, 13 metal for take-
off's and landings of heavier siroraft. Yoreover, the installations
are modern. There is elso & modern goniometer at the emstern end of
the field,

The field has six larpe modern hangers, & radio station cperated by

a Russian speoialist, an airoraft repair shop, an automobile repair

shop, & depot and a large underground gagoline storage tank at the

western end outside the boundery of the airfield, This tarnk has a

capaclity of spproximately 1,600,000 liters. There is also a pilot-
training school, under direction of a Russian of ficer consploucusly attired
in civilian olothing. At the present tike & regiment of fighters

and bombers is stationed at the fleld. OFf these, about 180 are YAK.D
fighters and 90 are Petlyakova.

Butmir Airfield is situated nesr Butmip where the famous Ilidse
baths are located, about 10 km from Saudm. Thie is one of the
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auxiliary fields in time of war. It has temporary rurwey ebout 1,500
meters long end 80 moters wide. It iz suited for 1light ajroraft only
becuuse the surrounding mountains do not permit the tale-off of large
eiroreft and beceuse the terrain is too muddy end damp from the nserby
Basna River. A%t present there are no modern installetions at this
field; in an emergency, they could be quickly installed and the airw
field could therafter be easily aedapted for defense of Sarajevo and
Bosnia, and for lendings of other airoraft. At this fleld st present
there are only thres squadrons of YAK.7 fighters and a unit school near
Pancevo. ‘

Sokolao Airfield is located betwsen Serajevo end Visegrad, about 35 km

" from Sarajevo on & plateau of the well-known Romani ja Wountains nsar

Sokolac, from which the field took its name. It 1s superbly

camouflaged becauss all the surrounding area is densely wooded. It has
one runway about 1,800 meters long and 85 meters wide. This r

has a firm surface because the ground is solid and lends itself to the

use for which it wes intended. In addition, the surrounding woods provide
excellent cover; the.camouflaged fisld, also is without any signi ficant
landmarks. It is diffioult to dotermine where airoraft are hidden, On
the other hand, the airoraft can be made ready for take-off on a

moment's notice. At the present time the airfield has no modern equipment,
but it is evident thet in an emergenoy it can be equipped with all the
buildings and installations necessary for normal airfield operations.

Two squadrons of Stormoviks are now based at this field, as weoll as

five Jet planes piloted by Ruesians.

Bijeljina Airfield is located in the irmediate vicinity of Bijeljina,
not far from Popovo Polje near Tuzla. This, too, is an auxiliary
field under the 2d Regiment. It is well aituated in the mountalns

and not visible from the air. It has s rumway about 1,700 meters

long and 160 meters wide. The ground is exaellent for heavy aireraft.
It has no modern equipment at prosent, with the excoption of a radio
station. Four squadrons are now stationed thers: Two of Petlyakovs
and two of YAKs. This airfisld, likewise, must help defend Bosnia and
the chief industriel ocenters of the territory. )

3d Air Foroce Reg:lment, Skoplje

The three eirficlds assigned to this rogiment sre Skoplje, Tetovo, and
Kumanovo, even though there are other smaller fields in the welle
known region of Kosovo Polje.

The 3d Regiment has the responsidility of defending the entire sector
of southern Serbia, with air dofense extending into Greek territory
and even into the Mediterransan. Therefore, it is one of the most
important units in the entire Yugoslav Alr Torce.

Skolpje Airfield is ons of the lergest and most modern in southern Serbia,
and therefore it is the most important post under Jurisdiction of the 3d
Air Force Regiment. It has one modern rummay, 2 km long, metal surfaced
sinoe the war for heavier sircraft. It has all of the finest installetions
of a modern airfield, as well es night-flying equipment, It includes eight
bangars modernized since the war, a large eiroraft repair shop, another
automobile repair shop, an ammunition dump at the north end of the field,
and an underground gasoline storage tarnk at the socuth end.
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There are now five squadrons of YAK fighters, three Petlyakov squadrons,
end one squadron of the four-engined Martin-47's based at this field,
In addition thers is a seocond group of five jet airoraft piloted by
Russians who have instruotions to turn these aircreft over to Tugoslev
pilots as socn as they have had a apecial course in Russie.

Tetovo Airfield 1s the second largest airfield (after the one at Skoplje)
assigned to the 3d Air Foroe Regiment. Lt has only recently been completed;
the Russians intend it to be one of the most modern airfislds on the

entire Balkan Peninsula inasmich as it must be used principally by the
Russian Air Foroe.

This eirfield has & metal runway 2,000 meters long and 150 meters wide. It
has modern equipment for complete operation of an up-to~date airfieid:
equipment necessary for night flying end even a school for night flying.
The field is situated 8 km on the left side of the road from Tetovo to
Bitolj, and is at prosent olearly visible from the air,

It has been modernized and enlerged at the request of the Soviet military
euthorities. Two hundred and FLfbty airoraft are now stationed horaj

ten squadrons of fighters and 20 of bombers inoluding YAKs, Stormoviks,
Petlyskovs, and Martins,

This airfield is cons{dered a centrsl base for any smergenoy involving
those aireraft teking pert in the defense of southern Serbis and in
raids over Gresce and Turkey. It is & major base for all sircreft from
the USSR whore these aireraft may load gasoline and bombs, and, on
their return trip, effect new raids over thetr obJjeotives,

Eumenovo Airfield is near Xumanovo in Petrovae Kosa. This ¢5 an
auxilial‘z\'y field under oommand of the 34 Regimont. Its runway is 1,600
meters long and 200 meters wide. It has no modern equipment exoept Lfor
4 radio statlon which mainteins contact with the command of the 84 Adr
Foroce Regiment, stationed at Skoplje. Four squadrons of YAK-9 fyghters,
which are in deily training, are now based at this airfield,

4th Air Foroe Regiment, Novi Sad

The following eirfields are assigned to the 4th Regiment: Jugovicevo,
Indijs (= newly constructed airfield), and a group of suxiliary fields
gcattered over the region of Srem.

Jugovioevo Airfield is situnted omly 4 kilometers from Novi Sads This
field was almost destroyed during the last war, and has not besn of

much service since. The command agrees that the field has no great
impertance and that even the ground because of neglest, does not lend
itself to airaraft sotivities. Howsver, toward the end of 1947, the
Russlans had great hopes that this fiold might be adapted to serve

verious purposes, firsét for transports from the USSR, second for defense
of Novi Sad, and finally for protection of militeary units deployed neardy.

The airfield is now considered completely renovated. All hangars

that were destroyed have been rebuilt and new ones have been sreoted; also,
a paved rumway has been laid. This runway is ebout 2 km long and 150
moters wide. The fisld has eight hangars an eiroreft repdir shop, and

an underground gasoline storage tank located at the northern end of the
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field. It has a radio atation, a goniomster, and modern equipment for
night flying. :

Now based at the alrfield are four sguadrons of Petlyakovs, three
#quadrons of YAK.7 fighters, and half a flotills of Spitfires. Night
flying training is in propress., as wall as hemhine smasdiee 2o cose

—

Indija Airfield was oonstructed only & short time ago and is o serve,
prizarily, in time of war. Its runway is 1,300 meters long and 200 msters
wide, but no special accommodations of any kind. It now has & unit

school which offers Stormovik training in strafing ground objectives.

Bela Cricve Airfleld is now under ocommand of the Novi Sad Airfield.

It i8 one of the old fields situated olose to the Rumanian border near
Bola Cricva. It is a modern eirfield that was refitted and enlarged by
German Adr PForce units for fighter training., Located here at present is
a school offering courses-auch. a8 targeb_practice-and other D
nscessary to an efficient modern air force. All training is drected

by & special commisaion of high-ranking Russian offfoers and two Yugoslav
Alr Force colonels. 4 jet airoraft treining unit, under direotion of
pilots and other Russian instructors, is also located on the fMeld,

6th Air Force Repiment, ZGEeb

This rogiment is based at the Zagreb Alrfield. The following air-
fields are assigned to 1t1 Zagred (the most important), Vrbesko (sio;
probably Vrbaska), and various small auxiliary fislds situated in Croatis.

Zagreb Airfield is one of the botter eirfields available to the Yugoslav

_Alr TForce. If/Somowhat dameged during the war, but immediately after

was repaired and reconditioned for new aotivity. It was finally re-
constructed in 1947, and equipped with everything required for a

modern air force. A modern ooncrete runwey, 1,800 meters long and 100
meters wide, has recently been constructed at Zogreb, Night.flying
equipment has also been installed. The only airoraft bused here are
fighters for dofense of Zagreb and all the large industries located

in Croatia. There are sgven squadrons of YAK~9 fighters and one squadron
of Spitfires and Hurriosne Rockets; also deployed here is another
squadron of the Stormovik fighters which engage in training for day
flying and often night flying.

The airfield has a repair shop for hcavy eiroraft; also seven hangars,
two of which are new and an undérpground gasoline stoarage tank,

The Vrbasko Airfield was constructed within the last year. Actually,
its construction was begun by the Usteshi mir faroe Guring the war.
It was finished, however, in the middle of 1947,

This sirfield is located near the Rupe River. A group of Russisn
YAK-9 “ighters are b.sed here. The field has en ejector for leunching
V-2 gulded missiles. Access to the field is striotly forbidden. A
speclal track hes been construoted from the center of the magarins in

. which the missiles are probably kept. The mirfield is clearly wigible

from the air and therefore is provided with fighters for its defense,

SECRET

Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP83-00415R001100040009-5

25X1

25X1



25X1

46,

47,

48.

49,

50.

5l.

Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP83-00415R001100040009-5

SECRET

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEECY

- T -

and for the zons from which guided missiles would be launched. This v
group of plsnes consist of six squadrons which cerry out dally treining
uansuvers in defense of the field. There is also a special group of
Russian pilote who fly the YAK.0s. In addition, thore is a conmission
(under the command of a gensral) of 15 officers, whioch is probably there
to i18sue instructions on the handling of the guided missiles,

Corklje Airfield is also under oommand of the 5th Air Foroe Regiment,
end it too 1s new, constructed during the last year. I4 is 128 kn firem
Zagreb and 7 km from Novo Mesto. It hes a oomorets rusmy 1,000 meters
long and 60 meters wids. This airfield has a fleld airoraft repair
shop and seven new aircraft hangars. On the eastern side of the

field are 12 newly-eracted military buildings in which airfield personnel
live, This airfield has all the most modern installations. Based hare
are five fighter and bomber squadrons, all of which are Russian YAK.78
YAE-98 and Stormovike. In sddition there is a gasoline atorage tank,
housed between hangars 3 and 4. This tank has a capacity of sbout

one million liters,

The aircraft at this sirfield enpege &ily in bombing and target praotice
against ground objsotives. Not far from the sirfield is a field equipped
with dummy tanks which are used frequently for bombing and machine gun
practioes from this it can be deduced that in case of war thess airoraft
are to attack ememy tanks. A parachute unit, whioh has dadly practice,
is also looated at Cerklje Airfield. Such a unit uses aireraft of the
Dakota type, conatructed, howaver, in the USSR, as well as three of

the old German Ju-52 type.

6th Alr Forge Regiment, Pancevo

Pancevo, Jabulka, and Kovin airfields are assigned to this regiment.
Regimental schools are located at all three fields. The Academy of
Aeronautics and an seronsutios observation school for noncommissioned
officers and others ars also located at Panoevo, The Acadsmy, which
provides instruction for vounr Air Forom offinars. im Asmmanded w

TS WELININE poriod, 0T The ACAOBIY . 0 yoars. Thore are about
600 cadets (corporals) and 200 sergeants now enrolled. By autum of

this year, the latter are to graducte as seoond lisutenanbs.

The noncormisaioned officers' .school, howaver, has ebout 260

students who, on completing the course this avtumn, will becoms
serpeants, Besides the above-mentioned schools, there is a third for
observers (both commissioned and noncommtssionsd officers), who take a
6-months® course. There is also & pilot school for the regiment,

now attended by 350 students; it of"ers a S-montha' course after which
those who have completed it are decorsted and sent to Bela Orkva for
confldentlal assigmments. All of these courses are dreoted by Russian
officers.

Panceve Airfield has a ooncrete runway 1,600 meters long, completed
thie year. The airfield, whioh has all modern equipment, has a

1,500,000-1iter~oapacity underground gasoline storage tank and an air-
oraft repair shop.

The following fields are assigned to the Pancevo Regimental Schoolt

8. Jabuke Afrfield, an suxiliary field with a 1,000-meter runmy. As
yet there is no spscial equipment. It now has e unit of the pilot
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8chool at Pancevo.

be Kovin Airfield, elso an auxiliary field, is under the command of
the above-montioned Pancevo Regimental Sohool. The field is loocated
~in the viocinity of Kovin and has a runway 1,200 meters long, At

25X1 present it has a unit of the pilot sohool from the Pancevo Regimental
Sehool. ‘
52, Commandant of the Pamcevo Regimental Sahanl & 25X1
25X1

Tth Xir Foroe Regiment, Ljubldana SLubisnaz

58 The Ljubljana, Zalog, Skofja Loke, and Maribor airfields, all of whioch
- are located in former Italian territory near Susak, are assigned to
this regiment.

64, Ljubljana Airfield 1is newly equipped. It was reconditioned in 1947
and provided with a conorete rutway for heavier aircraft, 1,800 meters
long and 140 meters wide. It also hag all the latest equipment easential
to modern aviation, including that for night flying., It has its omn
aircraft repair shop, eight hangars (three of whioh are new), and & million-
liter gasoline tank.' :

56. This airfield now has a full quota of aireraft, both fighters and
bombers, inoluding six squsdrons of YAE.9 fighters, one squedron of
Spitfires, llurricanes, end Luslangs, a8 well as three 8quadrons of
Petlyakov bombers. -

66. The field is the largest in Slovenis and will huve the task of defending
that region, and in case of wer will aid in the bombardment of Italy
and Austria, ,

67. Zsalog ' Alrfield, near Ljubljena, is direotly adjacent to the. L3jubl jane-
Eran] reilroad line. The airfield was recently laid out and will soon
be completed. Barraoks for personnel are now being built as are hangars
and an airoraft repair shop. It will also have now equipmont. Now
based at the field are two squadrons of YAK.g fightere which have daily
practice in asrial combat., This field is at the disposal of ths Fourth
Army in Slovenia. :

58. Maribor 4irfield is an auxiliary, located near Maribor (Marburg).
It is being enlarged and improved toward becoming ons of the )
Plelds of Slovenia, primarily for fighters which will defend Waribor and
industrial centers, Reconstruction of this field has already begun,
snd there is reason to believe that it should be completed by the end
of this year. At present, only ene squadron of Petlyakov light bombers is
based here. '

59. Skofja Loka Airfield is also an auxiliary fleld near the Italian border. It is rather
large, but it must be further enlarged an improved both in sire and design,
much as that at Maribor, .
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There are no special installations et this field. It has a 1,200
meter dirt runway that is 8o0lld enough to acocmmodate heavy aireraft,

The airfield now has three squadrons, detached from the interior of
Yugoslavie, that probebly will remain there. These squadrons are made up
of flghters and bombers which will undergo attaok, bombing and defense
training. This field is also at the disposal of the Fourth Army.

8th Air Force Reﬁi_msent, Moétar

This regiment is based at the Mostar-Buna Airfisld, The following
airfields are assigned to it¢ Dubrovnik (Raguaa) » Miksic, Podgorica, and
Berane. There 1s a regimental school for pilot training at the Mostar
Airfield. The sebove-named fields have the task of defending the Adristioe

coasts of Dalmatin and Bognias.

Mostar Adrfield is one of tho bebtter fields of Yugoslavia. It does not
have a conorete runways however, the surfage of the field is gravelled
80 that even heavy aireraft can land. During the war it was bedly
dameged, but immediately thereafter it was ropaired.

This field has its own airoraft repair ship, six new hangars, and
a million-liter gasoline storage tank, It has all modern equipment for
dey and night flying. :

Besides the regimental school, it has four squadrons of Petlyakov medium
bambers, two squadrons of Stormoviks, one squedron of Martin-47
heavy bombers, and six squadrons of YAK-9 fighters,

Nikeic Airfield is an auxiliary field centrally located between Niksie
and Montenegro. It has a 1,800-meter runway, but no modern equipment,
There is one radio station connecting Mostar with the Aeronautioal
Commend, Six aquadrons of YAR-7 and YAK-9 fighters are now based

here. They must defend the low-level bases of the Gulf of Kotor, and

& part of the Adriatic ooast, the most important military regions of
Montensgro.

Podgorica Airfield is the largest airfield near Montenegro. Unmiil -

the end of the war it was striotly an auxiliary field. Since the war
along with the enlargement of Podgorica, which now bears the name Tito-
grad (City of Tito), this airfield has expanded according to demands of
modern aviation technique and take-off requirements of heavy airecraft,
It now has a concrete runvey of 1,800 meters long and 130 meters. wide,
and all equipment for day flying: Seven kangars are under construction,
which are to be of modern design. An eiraraft repair shop is already
under construotion, and a gasoline storege tank will be ingtalled.

Now based here are four squadrons of Storﬁoviks, two squadrons of
Petlyakova, and four squadrons of YiK-9s,

This field will be the defense of the Adriatic coasts and of treops
garrisoned in Montenegro, as well as for the proteotion of Albanian
torritory and those buses intended for the aorisl raids ﬁontmlh to
be effected over Italy,

This airfield also hes an addittonal squadron composed of Dakotas end
other new twin-sngined Rusaian transports identical with the DNakota.
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Dubrovnik (Ragusa) Airfield is an auxiliary feld at present being
used for oivilian transportation. However, it is now being enlarged
and improved toward becaming one of the finest airfields on the
Yugoslav Adriatio comst. For the present, at least, it has no
military airoraft suitable for combat.

Berane Airfield is likewise an auxi liary field under the command of

the 8th Air Foroe Regiment siationed at Mostar. It is situated in a
well-hidden valley and has & runway ebout 1,000 metere long. It hes

no modern equipmont. Actording to plams, it is econsidered an auxiliary
airfield end, as such, it must gserve oxolusively in time of war, A
section of the Mostar pilot sohool (with airoreft for training) 48 now
stutioned here.

9th Air Foroe Regiment, Ecka

This is a newly formed regiment. The Ecka Airfeld is assirned to it
and other small auxiliary fields situated in and eround the territory
defended by this regiment,

Ecka Airfield was consbruoted by the German Air Force during the war.

In new equipment, this airfield is second in importance among those of
Yugoslavia. It has its own airerzft repair shop, 12 hangars, and three
gasoline storage tanks at the sastern end of the field (two underground and
ons above) with an over-all capacity of 2 millicn liters.

This airfield has all necessary facilities for day and night flying.
It houses the Eoke Regimental Sehool and ssveral squatrons of combat
ajiroraft are based thers.

The Eoka Regimertel Sohool | | 251
| 1his school has a faculty of Russian and
ugoslav offioers who teach by Russian methods. The school offers

courses in piloting, cbservation, bohbing mechanios, radio telegraphy,
and machine-gunnery. .

A regimental school is argamized as followas

Regimental ocommandant

Asaistent regimental commandant

Regimaental poiitical commissar

Three sohool squadrons

Three commends squadrons

Three political oomm!ssionsr aquadrons ) v

Commandant of the Air Forces company at the regimental school
Commissioner of the iir Forces company at the regimental sohool.

- Besides the command persomnel indicated above, in each of the previously
mentioned three regimental school there are 16 - 20 high-renking Russian
officers who are inatructors and who, at present, control all activity
of the regimental schaol. s

A squadron Bochool is organized as followst of the 8-9 aircraft for the

sohool; three are allotted to each of the subdivisions of the school.
To each of the school aircraft are assigned one or two instruotors,
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& chief and his dssistants, and lastly, six students for each of the
ebove-mentioned instructors.

80. The airfield company with the regiment is composed of auxiliary
persomnel cherged with maintaining arder and cleanlimess at the field;
in addition, it hes a sanitary unit, fire-fighting unit, and other minor
services. This airfield company has the following duties: gusrd
sanitation, fire-fighting, and motor-pool operation and provides a
platoon for supply. )

8l. The three above-mentioned regimental schools make up & division called
"School Division," but, in case of war, it becomes the "Proletarisan
Division of Asronautics.” :

82. Types of airoraft used by instructors in regimental school ares

a. IY-2, Russian made, is primarily for training, It 1s a two-seater
biplanes the instructor sits behind the studont. The plane has a
100-hp Russian engine with maxfmum speed of 140 km per hour.

b. IT-2, Russian.made, ig a two-seat, low-wing monoplane and has a
120-hp engine. The instructor sits behind the student; its maximum
speed 1a 150 km per' hour.

0. YARK (built by Yakovlyev), YAK-3 is a transport figliter (for pessengers)
used by the flying school between primary-treining and fighter~training
periods.

d. Tiger Moth is a traimer airoraft whioh the Yugoslav Air Poreoe received
from the allies after the wer. The characteristids of this aircraft
aro well known, and therefore are not indicated here.

o. Buker Jungmeister (Bugerjungmeister) is a German plans which the
Yugoslav Air Torce obtained from the Russians. These were captured
by the Soviet at Wiener Neustadt Airfield and were immediately
sent to Yugoslavia with other aircraft of the sume type which had
boen used by the Croatian Ustashi Air Foree. The Bukermaister
(Bugermeister) is a biplane with 100-hp Hikt engines moreover, it
is a two-scater suitable for acrobatios. It is onme of the best
treining plenes used by the Yugoslav sohool unit.

f, "Harvard-Standard" is also an aircraft received from the Allies
for Yugoslav rmeronsutical training. Tho charscteristics of this -
airoraft ara well known.

10th Air Torce Regiment, Kraljevo

83. The following airfields are assigned to the shove regiment: Kraljevo,
Preljine, Uzicke Pozega, Krusevac, Kragujevee, and several small
suxiliary fields. These airfields in general do not have paved
runweys. N

B4,  Kraljevo Airfield is one of the oldest Yugoslav fields, which during
the war, was badly dameged by the Germans. It is, however, one of
the largest in Yugoslavia. It has a rumway 1,400 moters long and
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about 600 meters wide. There is en airoraft repair shop, and next

to the airfield is a large state siroraft factory which was dismantled
during the war by the German military oooupation authority and removed
to Germany. Immediately after the war, this factory was resonstructed
and equippsd with the latest machinery and instellations seized in
Germany, partioularly from the air foroe establishment of Wiener
Veusstadte In fact, this factory manufhctures new aircraft of
Russien type, since the molds were brought from the Soviet Union.

In any event, this factory is under control of Russian specialists.

Eraljevo Airfield has all the newest instellations necessary for

dey flying. Four YAK fighter squadrons, six Stermovik squadrons,
and one aquadron of Martin-47 heavy bombers are temporarily based
here. This airfield is to provide defense for the industrisl centers
of Serbia, and ald in defending the garrisons deployed in Serbia

and Bosnia.

Preljine Airfield is an auxiliary under the 10th Air Force Regiment,

It is on the reilroad between Cacak and Belgrade; neerby is a small
forest, Its runway is about. 1,400 meters long and 300 meters wide.
The field is excellent for maneuvering heavy bombers. Except for

& small radio station there are no modern installations at present.
Gasoline is drawn from special tanks 9 miles from the airfield at

the Brdjane (sic) railroad stetion. These tanks are to the right

of the station and built inte e small hill; they have a capaci

of 6§ million liters. One squadron of the ITw2 training planes (school)
and two Petlyakov squadrons are now based at this airport.

Uzichka Pozega Airfield is located in Serbia near the Uzicka Pozega
region, It is an auxiliary field that can be used for heavy aireraft
except during rainy weather when the wheels sink into the mud. In
view of this, the Yugoslav seronautical suthorities have favored
oonstruction of a concrete runway, inasmush as the airfield is
importent to that sector of Yugoslavia end is not visible from the
air because of surrounding mountains. The field hes a runway two km
long and 500 meters wide. At present there are no modern
instellations except a smell radio station. It has its own gasoline
storage tank built into a moumtain ncar the Jeminska Stena (sis)
station on the Uzicka Pozega-Cacak railrosd. Three fighter and

two bomber squadrons ere now besed at the field.

Kragujevac Airfield is an auxiliary field situated not far from the
Eragujevac Military Technical Institute. It is especially suited
for operations of fighters which must serve in the defense of this
Ingtitute. The field has a runway 1,000 meters long and 200 meters
wide, but it has no special installations. Two squadrons of

Y4K-7 fighters are now based here.

Krusevac Airfield is just outside the town of Krusevac near the
Obilicevo Military Technical Imstitute. It is an awdliary £ield with
a 900-meter runway for fighter planes., There are no airoraft based
here now, but in case of war, it can serve fighters participating

in the defenase of Krusevaec, nearby industrial-centers, and the

Stolac rallroad center.
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1lth Air Vorge Ragg._meutl Nis

This regiment is stationed at Nis Airfield, which is sttuated to
the left of the Crveni Krgt--Nis railroad line. This field has a

Nis Airfield is one of the old Yugoslav flelds. It was destroyed

during the war but immediately after was repaired and put fnto
serviceable condition. It hes a 1,500-mater runway, six hengars,

and aircraft repair shop, & garage for the motor vehicle corps,

end all special now installetions for day and night flying. Its

runway is not paved, but is of the best quality and suitable for take-off
and landing of even heavy niroraft,

Besides the fighter-pilot training school at tlis field, thare are
four Petlyekov squadrons and two YAK-9 Squadrons that have deily
training in both attack and-defense.

AIRCRAFT INSIGNIA OF THE YUGOSLAV AIR FORCE

On the outer side of the wing there are concentrio ciroles of the
three colors of the Yugoslav flag, with a five-pointed red star

in the center. On the vertioal stebilizer there is & tricolored
Yugoslav flag and on the white field is s five-pointed red star,
Leck aireraft is marked with the mame by which it is registered at
the Air .Force Command. In the fuselage is a number followed by one
or two letters of the alphabet, ass 66-HR,

AUXILIARY FIELDS

Besides pre 8ly mentioned fields now in service, the Yugoslav

Air Toree hasAts disposal many other auxt liary fields, both large

end small, scattered throughout Yugoslav territory. Roceutly a special
commission was set up which has travelled all over Yugoslavia to
determine suitable fields in woods and mountains !mown only to the

Alr Force Command and pilots using them,

The fields built by German foroces ares

8.

ba

Sombor Airfield, under the command of the 4th Air Force Regiment.,
It was probably meant to be used by the Luftwaffe during the war.
This field has all modern installations end a metel runwey 960
meters long and 60 meters wide. A regiment composed of three
Petlyakov medium bomber squadromg and three squadrons of YAK~7 end
YAK.9 Pighters is based here. '

Zemunik Adrfield, noar Zara. This field was built by the Italians,
but was later reconditioned by the German Air Torce. The field

now has installetions that fully measure up to modern dsmands, Ons
squadron. mide up of Spitfire-9s and Hurricenes, and two squadrons of
Stormoviks are based here at present, It alec has a flight-school
divieion,
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