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1.

CLASSIFICATION

A thorough reorganization of the Hungarian Peoplefs Army began in the
summer of 1951. Since then, further development of the Army has been
under wey. In the following study, | |give = picture  25X1
of -the present status of the Hungarian Army, based on several hundred

* bits of dnformation.

Questions of reserves: Present day Hungary has nine million inhabiteants.
Experience shows that 1.002 percent of the population is alyays ccmprised

of youths 20 years of age. At the first draft, approximately 90,000 men
appear before the drafiing committees. Of these, about 30 percent are

unfit, or; because of other limitations of the service law, are not draftable.
One can therefore reckon upon about 60,000 men in Hungary, of one age class.’
Three active age classes, which are doing service in the Army simmltaneocusly,
total about 180,000 men. About 12 to 15 percent ere nen-commissioned officers.
At present the mumber of officers and non-commissioned officers is the ssame.

In the event of war, about 720,000 men in the 12 to 15 years of age group will
be called to the colors on the first day of mobilization in Hungery. Experience
shows that from that mmber about one-fourth must be deducted, because of death;
illness, etc. From the mobilized men, 150,000 must be retained to replace
eventual losses during the first three war months. Men in the over 35 years of
age group must be trained in 12-week accelerated military courses. From the
above da{tm it is easy to see that, in the fourth month of war, Hungary will nek
be in & position to mobilize:only able-bddied men. ' '

Military area hesdquarters: Until 1951 the distribution of the units was the
same .as in the old Army before 1945. Put since then, many garrisons have changed
places, the higher ccamands have been regrouped, and new commands have been
organized. In the summer snd fall of 1951 many troops were shifted back and
forth for operational training ressons. Since then it has been observed that in
the framework of redistrivation, “the majority of -the troops has been concentrated
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in the southern and Wst&m areas.

There are at present four military area headq;mterb (Honvéd kemlnt*
;parancguoks&g) in Hungarys:

a. Militm wa heaﬂqmrters in Buﬂs.pest

b. " Pdes
c. . " w “ Szeged
a, w " o " Debrecen

Previous to the Soviet odeupation; there were mo military ares headquarters

in the Hungarian Army. The militery ares headquerters were organized on the
Soviet model. They are higher military administrative organizstions which do
not command the divisions stationed in the same territory. Regerding troops,
only a guard battelion is placed under a military sres headquarters. This bab-
talion is composed of about 500 to 600 men; it provides the gusrd persuvmmel fov
the militarily importsnt objects which lie in the territory of the military area
headquarters. The fallowing military organizations-are placed mxder & militsry
ares hea.dq_uar‘bemo :

a. All military replacement commands end their dépendencleso Replacement com-
mands sre in the capitals of each ccmntyg dependen,cms are in the seats of
each administrative district.

b. Gasoline, food, clothing anl smmnition depots.

R

Cu Militarjhgsyit&ls arﬁ‘samtarimo

d. Mllltary building wnits, which build, mnova‘te and keep the barrscks in
order. .

e. Repair shops of the military ares.

. Mili‘tamy jails apd the activity of the puniskment battalions.
Army corps compands. In peacetime they see only to the uniform military train-

ing of their tracps and exscute the Soviet o.r’ganizaf&iaml orders, which they

get through the Hungerien Defense Ministry. The personnmel of the staffs of the
corps command is small in times of peace, when the tasks are still limited. The
body of the officers is camposed of the commanders, the aides@nd the administrators
of the varicus branches of the service; they are all general staff officers.
Besides these, thers is also a mapsger (intendant), who is in charge of the dis-
tribution of the “Fraining credits.” Expendituie of these suus and comtrol of
finaneial questions are not tesks of the mahager. The material service is nob
organized on the corps command level, since material prpblems are being hardled

by the sdministrative sections of the military srea headquarters. The separats
divisions also handle such g;aesta.ons through their resr base orgmza‘aiemo A
Hungarian corps commind has no military tribunal eand no suditor in pescetime.

The whole officer corps of & corps command during peacetme is sbout 20 to 22
officers, plus the turesu clerical assistants. The corps commands do not commsad
any units placed directly under them in peacetime. At present, n,ll troop forma-
tiong which do not belong to any divisions are being handled as “reserves of the

high.cst conmand.,®
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The. present corps commands tock over the role of the former Army commsnds. 254

The organizetion of the corps commands is the same as that of the former

Distribution of the divisions placed under each corps commend is not- uniform.

Army corps commsnd in Székesfendrvir
" o o “ Budapest.
o " " " Kecskemét

The Army corps coumand in’ Siékesfehérv& has three divisions placed upder its
authoritye . . . S C ) . '

: 1- infantry division in Veszprém
- 1 infantry division in Tab
-1 infantry division in Pdpa

(The division in Teb was formerly stationed in Miskole, and the division in
Pdpa, formerly in Szolnok.) In Szolnok and Miskolc there.are at present no
infantry commands, but other higher units are being organized there. The trans-
ferred commands and units arrived with all their troops and equipment in their
naw garrisons. But it should be noted that the troops are seldom in the quarters
allocated to them, since the building of many new barracks is not yet finished.
According to the new regulations all units of a division must be concentrated on
the smallest possible territory, in order to facilitate uniform training and.
education. According to the Soviet model, the infantry units of a division
ghould be billeted in the same barracks, or in the same camp. In some places
this is alrsady in practice, for exsmple, in the case of the regiment of Jubag;
and the training csmp of Tab. It seems probable (but has not yet been confirmed)

- thet an infantry division in Keposvér, which was moved there frcm Pées, is also

placed organizetionally under the corps command of Székesfehérvar.

There are two tank divisions placed under the army corps command of Budapest;

some informants report that they will be built-up to & full-fledged motorized

corps and that other fast mechanized units will be added to it. The divisions
in guesiion are: : ) Lo - o

Tth Tank Division in Esztergom o L 281
18th Tank Division in Gyongyds R

Because these units are st present the best treoi»s in Emary,l |
their orgenization in more detail: The present distribution of the trocps of the
T7th ~ Tank Division: Staff of one tank regiment is in Esztergom; staff of one
wotorized infantry regiment is in Esztergom; staff of one independent motorized

- infantry battalion is in Eszitergom camp; one mixed regiment (artillery and

assault gun) is in the camp of Piliscsaba; staff of one tank regiment is in
Budspest; one motorized infantry battalion is in Véc; one tank battalion is in
Tate; one tank battalion is in R€tsdg; one tank battalion is in-Sdrbogdrd; one
tank battalion is in Nagykenizsa. Commander of the division is Brigedier-Gen-
eral Ladislas Liptai. - : ! ] -
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10.  The present distribution of the troops of the 18th Tank Division is as follows:
One tank regiment in Gyﬁngy&s, one tank regiment in Cegléd; one artillery
Tegiment™ in Jdszberény; one recormaissance battalion in Aszéd; one tank battalion
in Soltvadkfrt; one assault gun unit in Kareag. Commander of the division is
Brigadier General Gyula Uszta. ‘

11. The following divisions are placed under the army corps command of Kecskemét:
One infantry division in Szeged; ome infantry division in Nyiregyhdza and one
infantry division in Kiskunhalas (formerly in Kecskemét)

12. Up to now the following independent artillery divisions (or brlgades) were
organized:

Artillery division in Budapest N
Artillery division in Miskole ’ )
1 AAA division in Budapest
2 AAA divisions in Kom&rom

13. Technical brigades. Two technical brigades are being organized in Hungary:
One technical brigade in Szolnok, and one technical brigade &llegedly in
Komarom. The technical brigade of Szolnok has five technical battalions.
Thg~technical brigades also are reserves of the highest commsnd.

14,  The ¢ngineer and pontooneer battalions of the infantry divisions have no war
equipment in peacetime. 'They have only training materiel, which often comsists
of obsolete pontoons. The ™M™ (Mobilizations) materiel is kept separately in
depots. Only on Iarge scale maneuvers is a part of it loaned to the troops. The
materiel is guarded and eared for by a small force. The so-called "bridging
colums™ receive in case of mobilization the necessary officer staffs and personnel,
and also means of transport. Their main task in war is to bring the materiel
as quickly as possible to the operational ares, where the materiel will be taken
over by a pioneer battalion. The replacement battalions will be organized
only in case of war from among older age classes of the technical troops. In
time of peace these formations are unknown.

15. An airborne division is under orgenization, but details concerning it are nat
yet known.

P5X1 1. | the two artillery divisions and
- The two tank diVvisiops will be merged Into an elite tank corps.
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