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Idving Coaditions and Government Gontrols™

1. O 1 January 1952 the population of PlyShgyang was approximately 120,000
persons; on 1 March 1952 the population was approximately 150,000 persons,

2, On 15 May 1952 most of the 200,000 persons living in P'yongyang had )
evacuated from the central sector to the western sector of the oity. Approxi-
mately 30 percent of the city's total population were government employees,

3¢ In June 1952 persons from rural areas who had sufficient income were moving
into P'ydngyang, which was considered relatively safe because of the heavy
antl-airoraft protection around ‘the city, Nost persons were living in
temporary sheds built upon the city's rubble. United Nations bombardmens
- on 1 August 1951 had reduced the oity's populace to desperate living conditions,

Le By 22 June 1952 North Korean government controls over the business and soolial
activity of Plyshgyang residents had been lighteneds these controla were,
however, much.more strictly enforced in areas other than P'yongyang, Officials

_had relaxed tax and labor mobilization requirements and regulations concernigg
attendance at meetings of vocational and oultural groups for residents of e

P'ydngyang, °
5. Plyongyang pol:Léo and security officials were not » a8 previously, oonduoting
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house searches without notification.,

In Jume boys 17 and 18 years old were required to attend either primary or middle
school. Attendance was small, howsver, becauss of inadequate income of the
parents and a fear of air raids, ¥en from 19 years of age through 32 years wers
being conscripted into the army, Persons from 33 years of age through 50 years
were required to work for 60 to 90 days each year. Conscript labor was geuerally
sent to Sunan on foobl to work in the monazite mines for 20 days. Thirty days, -
however, were generally necessary before an individual could fulfill his
produchion quota, Mine laborers were receiving food but no reimbursement for
travelling expenses, ’

In June women were being required to remove rubble from the city each day and
attend propaganda meetings each week.

In mid-May North Korean army soldiers were scattered throughout the eity to provent
looting by residents.

In June loud speakers installed on street poles were breoadcasting propaganda
between 5330 a.m. and 11230 p.m. each day.

By 22 June propaganda emphasizing the achievements-of the North Korean army had
greatly decreased, ' .

In June the curfew in Piyongyang was from 10 pel. to 8 a.me.

By éz June, although the curfew in P'yé?xgyang extended from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m,,
persons were being permitied on city.streets throughout the night.

Economic Conditions and Commodity Price Rise

In June the frequency of issue and the amount of grain rations were irragular,
Families of persons who fled to the south were denied grain rations, Farmera
were placing small amounts of grain on the P'ydhgyang market to meet heavy taxes,
fund campaigns for weapong, and membership dues for the Farmers' Alliance.

In June the Karugye market at approximately YD-383257 s the market at spproxizately

ID-38221,8 at. Inpung-ni (125-45, 39-03) (ID-3825), the market at approximately
¥D-382243 at Kirim-nd (125-45, 39-02) (¥D-382Lh), and the Ch'iupung=-ni market at
approximately YID-386273 were the most active markets in the.P'yongyang area.

By 22 Jumevofficials had not instituted anti-inflation measures to cope with the
severe rise in commodity prices between March 1952 and Juns 1952, Only government
employees snd industrial workers were receiving food rations. The monthly income

necessary for a middle-class family of five persons was approxinately 50,000

North Korean won,

On 8 March 1952 commodity prices in the Ptyongyang area in North Korean wom were
as followss .

Rice, 10 liters k500

Cora, 10 liters 2,000

Dried fish, 20 : 800
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Cotton cleth, 1 p'i1? _ 4,000
Stockings, l.pnir\ 200
Women's rubber shoes, 1 pair 2,000
Tennis shoes, 1 pair 13,000
Chinese ’nav‘y‘ cigarettes, 1 package 200
Czechoslovakian army shoes, 1 pair I, 000
North Korean cigarettes, 1 package 100
Tobacco, 1 i:ackage 100
Liquor, ki hop2 , 1,000
Beef, 600 grams 1,000
Pork; 600 grams goa
Chicken, 1 8,000
17. On 22 June commodity prices in the P'y"é"ngydng area in North Korean won wers as

followss .

Rice, 9 liters L, 700
¥illet, 9 liters ‘ ' " k4,700
Barley, 9 liters : 1,500
Sorghum, 9 liters 4,000
Eggs, 1 dozen 1,000
Rubber shoes, 1 pair 2,500
Haircut 150
Matches, 1 small box ' éa
Sneakers, Chiness, 1 pair ' 3,500
Chinéae cigarettes, 1 package Loo
Laundry soap, 1 bar 350
North Korean cigarettes, 1 package Lo0
Socks, 1 pair . ’ 350
Shseting cloth, 1 yard Loo
Home-spun cotton, 30 feet VZ,OOG
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Woman's dress, Korean, 1 . ‘10,000
l!an'sxe:luit, Korean, 1 5,000
S‘ore:p'oonwcin (U.8. manufacture) 8,000
Penicillin (U.S. manufacture) ) ) © 2,300
. Penicillin (Chiness manufacture) 2;000

25X1

25X1 | | comment, One Pl is 40 yards; one hop is three-tenths of a pint,
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