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Eduecation

|
1. The key institution of the Bolsheviks in the field of education is the , 1‘
- teachers' seminary, where pupils are trained in the ways of Comeumism. Co

Three or four years ago it was easy to be admitted .into the testhers!

. semivary; now it is vewy difficult. Students who are a bit more “wealthy

than proletariens are mot admitfed. When one student wanted to enter

the seminary, the local administration in his communipy submitted an un-

favorable character reference on him to the semimary officials s stating

that he was the son of bourgeois varents who owned 19 hectares of land.

He did not pass the admission procedure.

2, HNearly all students of the teachers' seminary are Komsomol menbers. Thepe
may be still a few anti-Communists in the upper classes, but they also
are members of the Komsomol. They have to join, beecause this is & requisite
for all who want to beeome teschers. Seminary students are forbiddem to go
to .chureh, IF cbserved doing so, they are dismissed from sehool. In

addition, such studemts receive references which would not permit them to
contimue their studies elsewhere, since one must have good recoumendstions |

s if one wants to.change aghmls.

3. Amomg the subjetts taught in the gymnasivm are the statutes of the Komsomal
‘&nd the history of the VEP{h?) (Communist Party), Pupils are orderly, seem
to listen with attenmtion, and ask various questions. .Visitors from. the rayom
Party committee are delighted sluring their visits to.see how fine the edusgm
tion is.

the pupils do not remewber apythling, they are shoubed at and threatened.

-Mpst often they use the excuse that they have no books. The teacher then

However, when there is an examination in clags and it develops that

—

anks who Wants to .order books and most of them say that they have no. money.
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Books mainly used are on twp subjects; egllectivizution in Russia and the
war with the Germans. After this sre books on Stalin snd Lenin, VEE(R)
history, spamches of Stalin given befare electioms, ete. Of Russian
clagsics, Maxim Gorkyy®s Mgther (volumes one and two), Tolstoi's War and
Feace (five volumes), the prose of Pushkin, and the works of Turgensv are
mainly used. TInfluded ap required resding in the teaching plan of the
gymoasiumg are Pakelts Velena (Broken.up Turf), Zuvedrs (The Sea .Qull),

rlugis Donas Quiet Don), Kaip Grudinasi Pliemags (How Steel Does Harden).
The book Jaunoji G a (The Young Guard),which every pupil must read, . :
‘tells of Tights of a Komsomol group with the Germane in the Donbas ares, -
how they are betrayed by a Komsomol girl snd are shob to desith, '

There are several books about America,tos, ineluding Stai rile (This

“is America) and Geltonojo Velnio Miestas (The Town of “Yel. Fi.).

There are several authors of books on America, ineluding Maxim Gorkif,
Mayakovskly, and others who, as if is indicated in the bogks, have been in
the U.S.A. Whenaver anyone in Lithuania sees books like these, hé can tell

. what is in them without even reading tham. If the Bolsheviks write sbout

some non-Soviet country abroad, {t is obviens that the book desls with the
exploitation of people, hardship, hunger, and racisl persecutimm. Such &
baok describes hew the people of thlt cowttry walt for the Soviet Union to

rescue them from capitalist sepfdam. Such is the tome of this subject used

in the gymnasium, in lectures, and in books. .An example is the begk  *
Tokerie Gauje (The Toker Gangs,,whicﬁ describes a businessman who, for the
sake of his business, even kills people. ‘

In secordance with a certain plan, students must subseribe to newspapers
through the school. The tescher srmounces that, according to the sehedule, i
-a.certain class has to subscribe to a certain mmber of issubs of Tiesa a
(Lithuanian Pravda), Komjsunimo Piesa (Komsomol Pravda), Yalstiecia =
lalkrastis (farmers® newspaper), momthyly journals s etc. Thbse Who want

to subscribe are asked to raise thelr hands. Usually, the whole clags

is silent, and no hands are rhised. At First the teacher tres to get agreew
ment by talking nicely; then he staris BHouting and threatenming. No one. o
carcs;uince all pupils kmow that thie school administration has to fulf111

& certain gsubscription plan for papers anmyway. If a pupll is individuslly
threatened, he may give the excuse that his fathaer already subscribes to

three papers through his office and that they 4o not nsed any miilie. Vardmus
offices mlso.have newspaper subscriptien plans. If the teacher does Hot
achieve results, he may send = boy Eome to bring back money fegr a subseription.
The boy concerned may go.and come back after some time with the menrs that'

he cpuld not find anyore at heme. On -one pocasien, a pupll in . the foursh
grade was sent home three censecutive times for money.  Each time he came

back saylng there was no one at heme. Finally, the teacher weut to Lthe
pupilie house in person and found the mother there. The result was tdat

the student had to subscribe to the paper. Such incidends happen in all
classes at all schools, and the procedure is repeated every three months.

Ong week each year therw is a systematic sale of books. Burin_g.th:i.é week,

-offices, gymnasiums, and other schodls are farced to buy books. The class

teacher, knowing the pupdls, ususlly selsets for them inexpensive books,
fram 1 to 2 rubles in prices. After such book distribution weeks, Bolsheyik
papers triumphantly report ths thousands of Wwplumes beught. It is possible
for gymnasium gtudents to .sveid belng involved in newspaper svbserdption
and book sales, but it iz nearly imposzible for cmployees of offices to.do P
80, o .

Grmazivm students of the last seven or eight grades do agitation work be-
fore election campaigns. They g0 to all people on & certain streect ; agitate
among them to go and place their viies, explain the voting procedure, and
outline the biographies of the candi@ates. .The stndents are ordered.to do
this work. If they wamt to comtime their studies at high school, there

is no .other choice. . If they fmil to.do ity the fact appears on theipr final

-Teferences. A sample notation would bes :®Pypil is digobedient. .Whem ordered

te participate im .election agitation work, he did mot do 1t." Such a .referemce
would .close all paths te further learning. ’
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Students sometimes tFy to ernté¥ Schécls with fEldified papera. Théy even

. forge seals perfegtly by the Tard-boiled égs teblhinlite,” The sale:of, school
certificates, gérepally By the .seciStaries in gymnasium offices, has becoie
2 enstom,: |

Cultu;'e

The Peesingss bave taken gut of circulatiom all crime novels, travel beaks,

and, in general, all older books written by capitalist writess, CGludng
‘&8 an excuse the fact that they are describing the terrible exploitation
of the warking massee in America, authors preduce buoks which sctuwally are
crime novels, even though such pooks are forbidden, It seems that the
authers write them with Plessure, haring beeome tired .af writisg abeut
callectivization apd the beroism of the Russlans.

The Houses of Culture have libraries, NEWERAPOLS, magazines, and. dowing
and chess sets. Attpched te the Houses are folk-dance groups amd cheirs.
On edection days and Rugsian fegtivala, these danee groups and cholrs .
trevel frem one voting place to angther and perform. :

MNovies in Lithusnia bhave beceme mart of the geneynl propagands plam. Films
mostly. show life on kelkhozy or =pisodes in the war against the Germass,
Back im 1048 and 1949 there were still Amerlean mevies like "Nugalstasis
-Armijos Xapitonas" (Captain of & DeTeated Army) "Dyiveldig-paidimas"
(Double-play), "Zesklas Zare™ (THe Sign af st, ets. Parts of the films
®ere cut in an effort to give sach mevie the task of proving sgaim haw
the Americans are exploitisg the working people. People used to ge .in
magges to American movies. _ : '

Films are in the Russian language,which Tithuanias Ptople do mot urdeg«
stand} therefore, they mske thelr own commemts. Most of the mew
foreign filmy now come from Uzochoslovakia and Hungary.  In 1951 the film
*Under the Rule of the Dollar® ceuld Be seen. -In this there appears a man
¥ho-kss won several millien dollars whichk he wante %o distribute ameng Hthe
poar. All the other milliemaires, however, yroetest ard they dgelare ths
EAR ingane. Movies are shown not only in tewns but also in kalkhozy, Fach
‘week special cars go inta the country to Show movies. Rugsian films whigh
pupils of gymmasiums and other schmols and office employees are forced

Yo attend include: :"JaunoJji Gvardija™ (The Young Gusrd); "Aksdemilas
Pavlovas" (Academist Paviev); "Berlyme Zlugimag® (The Fall of Berlin),

& calored film; "Susitilimas Prie Elbes™ (Meeting om the Elbe); etc.

Theater groups are in the major towms, but they also visit smsller places
on tour.  There is a permenemt theater group at Panevesys. . One of the -
plays is.named "Uz Antre Frombo” (Behind the Second Fromt). It shaws &
German concentration camp with its imeates and tells how a Russian woman
and an American woman eRcape frem it. ThHe American waman then takes .the
Bussian weman to the U.B.A., where- she %as Ber put in an Awewican conesntrn.
tion camp where Russian @fficers are already being kept. Anocther play is
called "Balsas Amgrikes™ (The Voice of Amerdca),which shows hew American
- gangsters hire a taptain to kill ong of Ris colleagups. The plet does
‘not succeed and the gangster is killed. ,This is the way Amerieans are
bainted, with the aim of causing the paaple to be frightened of megeting
Amerdecans. '

Pa::hijvsgn Activitieg
-In 1947 there was & publie trial of ooy purtisens in the Pemevezys theater,

Thig was the only public trisl of partigmns pecple ever saw. The whale +\
theater was guarded outélde and ingide YWy militia. Two of the partisans

were gontenced @ 25 years im Frizon, there being .no desth peralty at that (

time, ome t® 20 ypars, ani the fourth ts 10 yehrs. .Ome of them was only
7 years eld, : ’ _ , ‘
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similar to weeds. than to.cora. Even so, this “earm” had to be given te
the State as a centribution. :
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