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1. The organizing work for the collectivization of the famera was not eaa:lly
accomplished, because the Lithuanian farmers kmew prebty well everything
about the kolkhozg: in Russia. The Russian brigedes would come to a village
and ask the inhabitants to appear at a meeting, at the end of which agres«
mernts would have to be signed steting that the people were Joining the
kolkhozy voluntarily. The farmers got to know that the brigades were
coming béfore theyactually appeared. The farmers would leave their houses
and go into the woods, taking their femilies with them or leaving only
small children at home. They would return only after the brigedes had
1ef't having seen nobody. In this mammer the people tried to prevent
the organizational work of. collectivization. The members of the brigedes

- used to gather and discuss at length how to break the resistance of
the peaple, how they could possibly become the first brigede in the distriet
and receive premiwms 88 a reward and buy new clothes and shoes to replace.
the old ones worn out by agitation work In the villages.

2. The solution for collectivipéfion of farms was deportation and “debourgsolse-
ment! (nubuozinimes). The Russians completely/destroyed whole farms, de~
ported pecple to Siberia or imprisoned them,sand“confipeated sll their
belongingﬂa One could hardly think of any better meang to speed up
collectivization. Ususlly a prominent farmer ¢f an area was taken ag a
debourgeoisement victim., He was found guilty of having expleited people
before the war by tilling his land with the B&lp of workers not actuslly’
members of his femily. The party, according to = plan, decided to impose
taxes on such a farmer.

3. Here is an example of s farmer debourgeoi¥ed in the fall of 1948, Hes . ~
owned 25 he‘ct.ares of Jaad. The party Qrdered taxes of 9, OQO rublea td
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be paid to the tax inspector's office within five days. It this sun weg
not pald within fiye days, ell hig property, houses, tools, animals (from
horse to duck) would at once be confiscated .and the Parmer would have to
lesve his farm immedintely, The property would become State property.
Once debourgecised;s farmer is never permitted to Join & kelkhoz. He
may o everything for the pariy, but it will net help him. He is First
on the list to be deported tg Siberia. Am = matter of course everytody
tries tg avold such misfortune For himgelf and his family and would
rather pay all taxes and 111 all the norms, even trying te exceed those
normg. The farmer was taken to court in the fall of 1948. When he wag
told of the fine imposed, he gald he would do everything possible te
pay the 9,000 rubles. Gbviously he wanted to saye hig Pamily from de-
portation; e debourgeoised farmer is not permitted to take even a

plece of bread fram his farm. The man was again asked whether he would
Pay . or not. .If not, it wam better to bave a brigade sent out immedately
t¢ do the confiscation Job. Singe be again claimed he would pay, the.
questlon was not repeated. The farmer agked the Judge for postponement
of the dete of pay but was rudely interrupted by the Judge: "Shut up,
Wourgeois! Stop your talking valnly!"™ The faymer d1d not know what to
say and ingtinctively raised his eyes to the ceiling. The Judge barked
at him, "Why are you loocking to heaven? Do you think your beourgeols
God will help you t¢ maintain your bourgeeis way of life even undér our
communist regime?” Not grasping the reality of the pitmtion the farmer
modestly asked the Judge to please permit him, after having paid the
taxes, to Join e kolkhow together with his family. Otherwise he would
have to sell everything for the taxes and would mot be able tg farm.

The Judge answered ironlcally: "Do you damned bourgeois dream of be-
caming chairman of a kolkhoz? Your time is over, and there is nothing
more 10 say te you. Prepare to leave for the country of the phlar bearsi™
Thope wers the last words in this trial. The same day there were gbout
18 cother debourgeoising cases before the same court. All sentences were
the game. The same nuuber of cases Were tried the following day. It i
imposaible to describe all the personal misfortune they brought to the
people concerned,

Because of the terror, the fear of deportations, confiscations, etc. R
collectivization was somewhat sufigessful. The number of those voluntarily
Joining kolkhozy increased. These having more land Joined first, since
they were much wore afraid of the terrorization policy. There wag also
specufiitlon that whoever Joined the kolkhozr First had s good chance of
beconing thalrman, brigade leader; or farm-leader in the new kolkhozy.

- The richer farmers first tried to appease the Bolsheviks in order £o gave

what reserves of produce they still had. Furthermore, they kmew very
well that life in a kolkhoz meant nothing but glavery and hunger. FEven

_ theymost foolish villager. knew 1it.

The lack of manpower for the kelkhozy was a -géricus problem. The yaingexr
and more capable men died in the war s sqme fought as partisans in tHe
woods, a great mumber were in Jail, and in addition nearly one-half of
&ll former inbabitants were deported by the Rusgians to Siberiz. There
were no animals, agricultural machinery, tools (the confiscated tools . -
disappeared), or seed. An average mumber of hands Tor §00 hectares
would be approximately 20 people, women and old people. It wap sbeipus
to everybgdy that thege people could, at the begt, produce Just enough
food for their awm sourishment, but that they never would be sble to

meet the norms imposed upon them by the Bolsheviks, even if they worked
day and night,

The richer farmers knew that from the food reserved in thelr possession
they might possibly keep alive two yearn. Therefore, they were the flrst
to apply secretly for entry into s kolkhoz, TP & few farmers in & village
&6 declared thelr willingness to join a kolkhoz, the Bolsheviks incressed

- terrer againgt thome still resisting.
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A small village in the Kertenn area (55-55N, 21-2TE) weg the scene of
a preliminary weeting for the organization of a keolkhoz. The meeting
wag to take place at the primary school, a bad place, because people
hed had sad experiences with all meetings held at this place. Bub,
since absence at much meetings has been agalin snd sgain geverely
punished and this time also threats had been made, nearly 60 pereent

of those invited appeared. The meetlng was copened and its purpose sb
length explained, though all present knew too well for what purpose the
comrades of the Kartena Agricultural Seetion appeéared,accompanied by
five srmed igtrebitell. In terse words,benefits of kolkhoz life were
enumerated. Bub 8180 fram the very first words of the chairmsn of the
agricultural section, bhis imability to li€¢ was cbvlous; and it wag
obvious toe that he would not be able to convinee the gtubborn farmers
and get thelr signatures. OSubseguently,the other comredes started to
speak and explain in detall that,1f nebedy would sign, taxes would be
imposed, impossible requisition norms would come, debourgeolisement pro-
cedures would be applied, and deportations te Siberia would follew. 'The
farmers were too much impressed by the reality of such threats to
ignore them. But whatever the official agltators sald snd however much
they threatened the farmers did not convince them. The igtrebitell
with their guns prevented anybody fram lsaving the hall.  The Tarmers
protested and started revolting, imsisting upen their rights te go

home filrst to convinee their families and then gign. From 10 e.m.
until 1 a.m. the farmers were bombarded with threats. Nobody ceuld
leaye the hall without having signed. Announcements were conbtimwmlly
made: Tarmer so-and-g0 had signed his declaration weeks agoj he wzs
golng t& become chairman of the kolkhoz. The other one, who also
glgned voluntarily would be the first brigadier. Everything was in
Pain, The argument that others had slgned earlier did not impress

the farmers or in any way diminishk their gtubbornnesg. A feeling of
revenge and hatred was born against the new bosses, kolkhoz cheirmen
and brigadiers. Although the brigede worked hard, sgitated, and
threateded, they did not succeed im getting even one slgrature from the

“fermers to Joln the kolkhoz.

Toward the end of 1948 the collectivization terrcr resched its climex:
day and nlght brigades were under way, requisition norms were raised,
threats of deportations to Sibveris made, dsbourgecisement procedings
applisd, but all in-yain. Until the beginning of 1949 no essential
progress was made. Taks, as an example, the seme kolkheor discussed
in paragraph 8: nobody had signed; the kelkhoz was still in orgeniza-
tion. -Moreover, the partisans had gotien knowledge of those who had
given thedir gignature, the chalrmen-to-be and the brigadier-to-~be wheo
Wwere slected.

Soon the partisang started their ewn agitation. They accused those who
aigned the collectivization agreements of being guilty of all the terrar
suffered by the majority of the farmers. They started visiting, day
and night, the houses of those who signed; advising them to resign

from thelr chairmenship or brigadiership. After such a visit soms -

poor farmer who hed also signed without being promiged a high jeob would
not come to new meetinge to get his coffes apd caks., Those however

who had Jjobs promised or etherwlse wanted to prove thelr Soviet patriotism
came running to the party and enthusiagtically asked for guns to defend
themselves from the bandits. When the partisans saw that it was impessible
te convines those patriots with words, they took sction. The chalrmsn
disappesred to preslde In the woods etermally. Others were badly beaten,
thelr botbtoms rubbed with & grater, ete. So the collectivization was
withheld until the big deportation of people to Siberia im 1049. After
the wave of deporiations, people gave in, and the mmber of kolkhozy at

the Kartens community inereasmed from 3 to 2h4.
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