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2.

The 12 Hadzhi Dimil tur Rifle Regimentt

(12 Zadzbi Dimitrovski Strelkovi

Polk) had an approx imate total of 550 men composed of 1929, 1930, and 193l
T4 was activated sometime immediately prior to 16 May 1951 and was

classes.

allegedly "two-thirds mderstreigﬂ'ﬁ

| 25x1

|the unit was actually a

training regiment for training cadre personnel for service in other units of the

Bulgarian army.

Breakdown {Refer Apperidices A and B on i)&ges 11 and 12

The headquarters of 12 Rifle Regiment ,I:Istattioned in Elkhovo, was  29X1
composed of the following units:

-

b.
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e. Reconnaipsanee 'pla.toon, approximate strength 15 men;

d. Antieireraft platoon, approximate strength 10-15 men, arm&cl with one antl~
aircraft mechine gunj

g, Sniper platoon; approximate strength 12 men;
. -’Ehapori:‘“’ engineer platoony and
g. Musie platoon, approximate strength 12 men.

4 The 1 Rifle Pattalion, stationed approximately 2-3 kilometers west of Lesmra,
hed the following component parts:

25X1 . " 'a. 1Rifle Company,[ | approximate strength 30-A5 men, composed of three
platoons of three squads each, armed with two heavy and four light machine
guns}

25X1 b. 2 Rifle Company,[  |approximate strength 30-45 men, composed of three
platoons of th.ree Bquads each, armed with two heavy and fowr light machine
guns j

25X1 c. 3 Rifle Company,[ | approximate strenmgth 30-45 men, composed of three
platoons of three sgquads each, armed with two heavy and four 1ight machine
gune ; .

25X1 d. 1 Heavy Machine Gun Company strength 30 men, composed of three
pletoons of three squads P with nine heavy machine gunsj

25X1 e. 1 Morter Battery,[ | armed with six mortars;

25X1 £. 1 Antitenk Battery,| | armed with two antitamk "rifles";

g. Service Platoon, equipped with one horse-drawn mobile field kitehen and '
six horse-drawn wagons; and

25X1

25X1

5. The 2 Rifle Battalion, stationed in the immpdiste vieinity of Golyam Dervent,
hed the following
25X1 [ ]

. b .
8. 4 Rifle Company, approximate strength 30-45 men, eomposed of three platoons
of three squads each, armed with twe heavy and four light machine guns;

b. 5 Rifle Company, approximste strength 30-45 men, composed of three platoens
of three squade each, armed with two heavy and four light machine gunsj .

c. 6 Rifle Company, approximate strength 30-145 men, composed of three platoons
of three sguads each, armed with two heavy and four light machine gunsj

d. 2 Heavy Machine Gun Company, approximate strength 30-45 men, composed of
three plato@ns of three squads each, a.rmed. with nine heevy machine gunsj
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&, 2 Mortar Battery, armed with six mortars;
£« 2 Antitank Battery, armed with two-antitank "rifles”;
g, Serviee Platcon, eq_uigped with one mobile field kitchen and six horse-
drawn wagons; and
25X1

Equipment

6. Fach soldier was issued one complete uniform, dark brown with red collar tebs
and piping, and ons set of fatigues which were not replaced until completely
worn eut.

7. Each soldier was issued individual englneer equipment consisting of shovel
and plckaxe.

8. Each soldier and officer was issued a gas mask,of eitber the Dreger Bulgarian
type or the Hems Czechoslovak type, which were carried each Mondey and Thursday
for a short while and later only during chemical warfare training and on guard
duty. A sketch of the gas masks follows:

Czeehoslmak Gas Mask

Bulgarien Gas Mask

9. Ualt equipment was as follows:
a. Three unidentified motor vehilcles;
b. Vintovka rifle, 7.62 caliber, issued only to Rifle Company personnel;
c. Sudaev maching pistol, 7.62 caliber;
d. Degtyarev carbine, 1944 medel, 7.62 caliber;
e. Sniper rifle with telescope attachwent, issued only to Sniper Platoon;
f. Unidentifisd earbine, issued to Signal Company;
g+ Zenichni antisireraft machine gun, 7.62 callber;

h. Degbyarev light machine gun, 7.62 callber;
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1. Ma‘keim"h&my machine gun, on 19%k-model Sekolov mount, 7.62 caliber;
Ja Unidemtified mortar;
k. Unildentified self-propelled gun; and
1. PTRS-41 antitank rifie, 14.5 ealiber.
Basig T»ra.inigg
10. | | 25%1

25X1 ] |a basic indoctrination course | [at The 25X1
Elkhove garrison. This course consisted of:

a. Daily close order drill;

be Calisthenles;

¢. Lectures on army rules and regulations;
d. Ba.rr?acké diseipline; and

€. Political training about sociallsm, communism, and the USSR.

25X1 11. The schedule | training period was as followss

8, 5:80 a.m., revellle;

b. 5:00-5:20 a.m., calisthenics;

c.  5:20-5530 a.,nL. , personal hygiene;
d. 5.3306‘:;14-0 8.m,, bed-making;

e, 53:40-6:10 a.m., breskfast;

£f. 6:10-6330 a.m., clean-up;

g- 6:30-7:00 a.m., ingpection by the company's commending offlcer and briefing
on the day's schedules

h. 7300 8.m.-12:00 noon, lectures in class or drill ground (aslc);
i, 12:00 noon-2400 Ppatis, dinner and rest period; |

J. 2300-5300 pum., lectures in elass or drill ground (sic);

k. 5:60-7:00 p.m., free period; ‘

l. T7:00-8:00 p.m., supper;

m. 8:00-9:00 p.m., rest period; and

n., 9:00, roll gall and lighte cut.
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12. On Sundey and holidays, reveille was at 6:00 a.m. and general clean-up of the
berrecks and barracks ares was the only activity.

13.

1h.

Unit or Post-Basic Training

summer maneuvers

at.Chavdar camp site in a forest area approximately three Kilometers east of
Boyanove village, Elkhovo district. The deily schedule during this period was
as follows:

Q.

bﬂ.

5:00 8.m., reveille;

5:00-~8:00 a.m., personal hygilene, breakfast, and briefing on the dayts
scehedules;

8:00 a.m.~1300 p.m., lectures in class or practical fleld training;
1:00-3:00 p.m,, dinner and rest peried;

3:00-6:00 p.m., lectures in class or practical field training;
6:00-6:30 p.m., cleaning and inspection of weepons;

6:30-7:00 p.m., calisthenlcs or political training;

T:00-T3:30 p.m., Supper;

7:30-9:00 p.m., rest period; and

9:00 p.u., roll call and lights out.

|1;he following training:

Close order drill, one or two hours daily; 25X 1

Arms and weapons familiarization, both theoretical and practical, from one
to three hours each or every other day;

[_]the use and assembling-dissembling of the Degtyarev carbine, Degtyarev
1ight machine gun, end Maksim heavy machine gun; teams of three soldiers

gach were supposed to field gtrip a heavy machine gun in eight seconds, but
pragtically pong of the teams was guccessful; imstruction was also given con-
cerning the uge and effective fire power of the heavy 1930-model armor-
plercing cartridge which has a meximum range of 5,000 meters and is effective
up to 600 meters on land, 500 meters in the air, and 200 nmeters against
armored targets, and the light, 1908-model 7.62 caliber emmunition which has
& maximum rangé of 3,000 meters; the light cartridge is no longer in use by
the Bulgsrian army; :

Chemiesl warfare, two or three hours a week; each soldier and officer was
1ssued a gas mask of either the Dreger Bulgarian type or the Hema Czehco-
slevek type, but no actual gas mask practlce drille or defensive chemiecal
warfare training was given; the entire chemicel warfare training was VEeIry
brief, poldiers were uneducated and
111svsrate,and consisted mainly of basic history and uses of the Phosgene,
Diphosgene, and Iperlt poieon gases ; | | the gas 25X1
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mask alone would be effective protection; | |
poison gas would be the principal weapon used in the “next war”; 25X1

Tactical, 10 heurs each week, consisting of both practiesl and theorstieal
attack and asgault combat training but mo defensive combat traiming;[ |
| | two methods of attack, both beginning after "consider-
able™ artillery fire ageinst enemy positions; in the first method, shown
below, the attack, once started, i1s continued in the same formation until
enemy posiitlons have been breached:

x X b b'd x -8 meters between soldlers
X X X b4 X ¢Andividuel soldier

after the attack beging, unit support arms and heavy machine guns are
brought forwvard to appropriate positions for maximum fire power and support,
and sach attacking group tekes whatever. cover is possible in case of heavy
enemy mortar and mechine gun fire and continues firing and advaneing; on
approaching within 10 meters of ememy lines, the atfackling groups should
make a bayonet charge; after breaching the enemy!s first line of defense,
the same method of attack is carried out against any additional lines; the
second, or alternate, method of attack as shown below is continued in the
pame formation until the enemy positions have been breached:

#ex #hx #6x #8x #10x &—--individual soldier
#lx #3x #5x #7x #9x #11x

in suppesitiom that the attacking group is composed of 11 men, |:| 25X1
| | #1 and #11, the twe wing men, advance 10, 20, or 30 meters

by the most sultable methed, i.e., erawling, marching, or running, and

and #9, #3 and #10, etc., in succession, follow the first two men and ad-

vance 10, 20, or 30 metérs until the enemy positlon is reached and a bayonet
charge can be made by the attacking group; 25X1

Marksmanship, actual firing during target practice only took place at
Chavdar; after inltial dry firing, sighting and range estimation,
fired four rounds with the Degityarev T7.62 caliber carbine at 110 meters
toward e head-to-walst statlionary human silhouette terget; the following
table was used 1n Judging fire results:

4 hits, excellent

3 hits, very good

2 hits, good

1 hit, poor

no hits, bad

dyring this exercise, only 10 soldiers | |obtained 25X1
poor results; [ |fired 20 rounds with the Maksim 7.62 caliber
heavy machine gun at 100 and 200 meters, 10 rounds at each positiom, at
full-size human silhouette targets; the following table was used in judging

- fire results;
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8-10 hits, excellent
5-8 hits, very good
L hits, good

3 hits, fair

1-2 hits, poor

no hits, bad

during this exercise, only two seldiers | | obtained %g%

very good ratings whlle the remainder received a poor rating; as a result

of the poor showing, the deputy commanding officer of the divisionm [ ]
25X1 I | inspected the company and stated his displeasure at

the firing results and instructed them to conbinue training with the heavy

machine gun at every available opportunity including their free time;

_ . f. Medical, one to two hours each 'week; the training was entirely theoretical
25X1 . [ laction to take whenever no medical personnel were
available during compat, how to adminlster first aild, artificial respiratien,

and how to dress wounds; thorough instructions were also given concerning

personal hyglene; and 25X1
g. Political, one hour per week throughout the entire term of serviee; during
the lectures given by the political officer of the battslion, ?
25X1 [ lsccialist and communist theory, the general advance and bulld-up OF o5x1
8 ia B DT AL z of he farm copers e gvetems 9 |25X1
25X1 |aissemination

of informetion learned during lectures to uneducated and 1lliterate] |
25X1 saldiers
. Communist Party leaders, elr histories a ackgrou s 25X1
Sovliet weapons aré superior to all others and military secrets were not to
be disclesed; there were discussions about communist theory and Party pro-
grams during free a.nd/or rest periods, but these discussions were not velun-
tary or spontaneous.

Other Military Units at Chavdar

25X1

25X1 15] |5-6 unidentified regiments at Chavdar| | 25X1
25X1 [ | A11 units werew%I

garrisoned at Yambel, Sliven, and several other unknown locations.
divisional hesdguarters were also at Chavdar.

25X1 36,

| light and heavy fisld artillery pieces, howltzers, anti-
alreraft guns, and antitank guns in the Chavdar vicinity. All units were
guartered in small 8-man personnel tents which were suppliéd with electricity
from Yembol.

17. There were rumors that the unidentified unit permanently garrisoned at Yambol
would remain at Chavdar throughout the winter of 1951-1952.
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Joint Field Maneuvers

1 |

ordergd to prepare; for maneuvers to lest one week. The men were told to clean

their weapons, take two sets of underwear each, arrange their musette bags and

equipment im proper- order, and to carry out the forthcoming meneuvers and march
in a well-dlsciplined menner.

On spproximately L4-5 October 1951, the unit began marching toward a forest area
immediately southwest of Yambol. The unit made a 2-day biveuac there, then

met unidentified units for the meneuvers at a point approximately twe kilometers
south oi Golyam Mopagtir and made practice attacks as described above in para-
graph 144.

At the contact point, [ | support rifle and artillery units were
attacked by simulated enemy forces of rifle and infantry units. During the brief
simulated engagement, | | was foreed to retreat and made a 13 kilo-

meter forced march to the Elkhovo garrison in 70 minuntes. On arrival at the
garrison on approximately 10-12 October 1951,  |commanding officer 25X1
made a critigque of the maneuvers, cemplimenting the persomnel on their disecipline,
success of the manguver and the 70 minute march. The area covered by the TQ
minute retreat mareh 1s as follows:

failroad /Qrfcn/

OBoqa novo

Contact or kendezwus 8 4 ElKhovo
Point

Téfa/o V?raal

25X4"
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Garrison Duty

25X1

Guard duty was the omly regquired gerrison duty in addtion to the above-mentioned

training.

time schedule was undisclosed.

There were alsc three permanent guard posts at the garrison: (Refer Appendix
C on pages 13 and 1h)

-

b.

Ca

Unit headquarters;

Entrance to the garrison area; and

At the fodder storage depota

Specialist Training

This consisted of two 2-map teams patrolling the garrison area., The

25X1
While at summer maneuver camp at Chavdar, an unspecified number of Communist
and/or politically reliable personnel were chosen from the Signal Compeny and
transferred to an undiselosed location for communications training.
Personnel
25X1
The following men were officers of 12 Rifle Regiment:
a. Lieutenant Colonel Kosts Reykov, Commanding Officer,
25X1
b. Captain Dinchev, Deputy Commanding Officer,
¢. MaJor Tsonev, Political O.f‘:f’icer,l | aggg
d. Cdptain Drage Simeonov, Commending Officer of informant's Headquarters
Section, | 25K1
25X1
e. Captain Ivanov, “Propaganda" Officer,
f. Captain Keraivanov, Supply Offlcer,
I 25X1
g. First Lisputenant Shilev, Secretary of the Communist Pa.rty|
I
I |
h. First Lieubenant Yanakiev, Secretary of the DSNM (Dimitrovski Suyuz me 22X
Nerodnate Mladezh; Dimitrov's Union of the People's Youth) [ ] 25X1
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Major Delapehigv, Mediecal Officer and vetarina.ryl |

25X1
Senior First Lieutenant Pavliov, Commanding Officer of 1 Rifle Battalion,
from Lesovo, 25X
First Lisutenant Yordsnev, Polltical and Deputy Commanding Officer of 1
Rifle Ba.-bta.lio.n,l |

25X1
First Lisutenant Geor anding Officer of 1 Rifle Battallon
Headgqusrters Sectlon, |
First Lieutenant Karadzhov, Intelligence Officer of 1 Rifle Battallonm, -
| | 25x1
First Lieutenant Popov, Commanding Officer of 1 Rifle Company, from Lesovo,

| - 25X1

First Lieutenant Tukhlev, Companding Officer of 2 Rifle Company,| | 25X1
| | 25X1

First Lieutenant Peteev, Commanding Officer of 1 Heavy Machine Gun Company,

from Khaskeovo
|

G

r. 1 c Officer of 1 Mortar Battery |

Second Lisutemant Petrov, Deputy Commending Officer of 1 Heavy Machine Gun 55y
Gemp&n;q | 25X1

Ba

Senior First Lieutenant Nikolov, Commandling Officer of Signel Company,
| | 25X1

26. |

| 25x1

|fo,uawmg personnel of superior units:™ 25X1

8.4

b,
Ca

da

-

1.

2. :l Comment s |

Mpjor General Dzhurev, Commanding General of the Army, reported to have

been in the ussa,l

Colonel Borachev, divisionel Commanding Officer;

Colonel Danchevy, Commanding Officer of division Headquerters Section;

Colonel Papazav, divisional Deputy Commending Officer, | 25X1

Majer Ganev, divisional Politieal Officer.

|:|60mment= This if } informa- 25X1
Tion regarding change in designation from Infantry to Rifle unlis.

Dzhurov is commanding general 25X1
oF the Third Army. The 12 Rifle Regiment is possibly subordinate
te 3 Rifle Regiment at Yambol.
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APPENDIX C3 -13-

12 Rifle Regiment Garrison at Elkhovo (not drawn to scale)
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KEY to preceding sketch of 12 Rifle Regiment Garrison at Elkhovo:

1. Storage depot.
2, Storage depot, wood.
3. Vaecant barracks.
. Water trough for animals.
5. Quard berracks.
6. Persomnel water fountain.
T. Trudovaek barracks, housing approximetely 100 trudovaks.
8. Barracks and infirmary.
9. 014 barracks.
10, 2 Rifle Battallon barracks, 2-story building.
11. Headguarters bullding.
12. 1 Rifle Battalion barracks, 2-story building, mess hall on first floer,
sleeping quarters on second floor, comstructed during 1949; elso quarters
- for duty officers.
13. Kiteghen.-
1k, Drill field.
15. Arms storage depot, permanent.
16. Supply depet, 2-story building.
17. Carpenter shop.
18. Blacksmith shop.
19. Baskery, 2-story building, baking approximately 800 loaves of bread per day.
20, Enlisted mens* lavatory.
21. Officers* lavatory.
22. Ammunition depot.
23. Blacksmith shop.
24, Garage, self-propelled guns.
25. Stable, comstructed during 1949.
26, Stable.
27. Stable.
28. Antisircraft cbservation post, l-story small bullding.

NOTE: All barracks buildings are of stone construction and receive eleetricity
from Elkhovo.
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