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1. In early April 1951, there was an engineer battalion from Gyoer (P L8/Y Lk)

t the engincer training camp near Kisbodak (P L8/Y 26)
25X1 r
engineer Lattalion was organized into a headquarters amn UNTe€ Corpaniss, w
three platoons to a company, and three squads to a platoon. Each squad consist-
e of a squad leader and 10 EM. | |
25X1 | | 0fficers of the battalion,|
25X1 | |included Captain Ferenc Berta, battalion commander; Junior Lieutenant
stvan Rac, an ardent Communist and cormanding officer of the 2d Coj .and Junior

‘Lieuterant Sandor Szalai, depuby commandiag officer of the 2d Co. Agitator of

the battalion was private Laszlo Stefan, who in his civilian life was a party
secretaty in Veszprem (P LB/D 78). Once a week, a party rally was held by the
battalion. Only 15 EM turned up for the first rally and the battalion was erployed
in road construction work as punishment. Thereafter the party rallies of the
battalion were well attended. # '

2. The engineer training camp in which thée engineer battalion from Gyoer was quarter-
ed, was located 2 lm east of Kisbodak, on the west bank of the Danube River; -
just south of the point vwhere a tributary joined the Danube, In addition to -
the carp cadre personnel, the camp quartered 7 engineer battalions, 1L company
of NCO candidates and about 6 other independent units of company strength.

Yost of the troops at the camp were quartered in tents, Source learned that two
other engineer battalions from Kemarom (P 48/Y 75) and Baja (¥ 6/8 28) respective=
1y had arrived at the camp prior to the arrival of the battalion from Gyoer.
Ninety percent of the NCO candidate company were former privates who were

promoted to the ranks of corperal or sergeant after the completion of their
training. lo details were available on the missions and organization of the
independent, companies. ## i

3. Yost of the personnel of the units at the camp were quartered in Hungarian
tents and slept on straw, Six-man tents were used to house 12 men. There were
also several larpe U.S. tents with a capacity of about LO men and Hungarian
two-man tents. Officers were quartered in groups of six in six-man tents equipped
with iron bedsteads. Only the officers?! tents had electric lizhi. The food at
the camp was poor and inadequate.

Lbo The camp cormander was @ Hungarian wmajor. A Soviet major who wore breeches with
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wide red siripes on the putside seams vag atiached Lo the commander’s stalf.
The service color of the trecss seen at the cemp was dark green. As far as
25X1 could be detormined most of the T¥ of the indlividual battalions
helonged to the 1927 and 152 wlasses. On 20 Juns 1951, all the N were dis-
charged after the comple“ion of their training. Cnly members of the nCO
candidate compony continued to serve until late Septomber 1951,

AN2 3

o ‘The BY of the training Latialions vers armed with rifles. The camp puards had
submachine cuns with drum magazines. Several Soviet light machine puns with
disk-shaped na;aziaes wevre also .sed for training. Ho other weapons were osbserved.
Twenty Loats for crowe of Z0 aud six fer crews of 30 were aveilable for training
purpeses. This equipment was rotated amonygy the individual training battalions.
fource's batlalion was equipped with snti-perspnnel and anti-tank mines in
wooden casings. Yhe ar:e_*.;i,%pe.v'sonwzl mines contained 75 grame of tritol (sic)
and the antiwtank mines contained 5,000 rrans of the same explosive. lotor
vehiicles obzerved at the canp included numerous Csepel t'r'vck ¢ prize novers,

30 to 40 small trucks and jeeps and 20 o 3C GAZ sedans,

€&, The training, vhich woeo the same [Jor all hattalions, incladed basic infantry
training with advanced combat practice firing, nine laying, river crossing
practice, bridge Luil Cing and theorctlcal instruction. Three times a weck,
sometimes at night, attacks against lortilied positions with subsequent
penstration were pracviced. "1'mk cartridges were used for these practices,
and gas rasks were copetimes used. "npw.uw Leats and improvised {leats were
used for river crossing .:-,ractzce . Dnee the uwso of a fleat uniform consistiug
of long rubber trousers; a Life vest and pac ‘«‘105 in the shape of pingwpong
rackets was demonstrated. Dridee *mi_dm{* war practiced only once, A pile
bent-bridge {Jochrfahlbruecken) with a load capacity of LO toas and a Szent
Mihaly saw=trestle bridge (O ,z,s=r1t. fihaly=Gaegebockbruccken) with & load capacity
of 30 tons were built on this occasion. Only thenretical instruction in bridge
demolition was glven. The layings and removal of wmines was oracticed twice a
week. VWine detectors were not used. Antinmerqomﬂl pines were laid at distances
of 1 neter-, while anti-tank mines vere spaced 4 meters apart. When both anti-
personnel and anti~tank nines were laid 'n a {ield, the mines were placed in a
row 1 meter apart, 3 anti-personnel sines alternating with 1 anti-tank mine.

The distances Letwsen the Srdividual rows of mines wers L reters,

7. One week prior Lo their discharpe, bthe # at the camp were asxed almost dally
to volunteer for reenlistment. llowever, only two men [ |battalion 25X1
 reenlisted. Drivers were al=o asked to reenlist but without success,

25X1A 3 | |Cum§ ent,  This infornabion confi:me an eny inscr unit at the Irigyes

Darracks in Cyoer. o Arother enpineer unit is alleredly quarter-

ed in the wooded area near Mosonagrarcver, | L 25X1A
25X1A st ommaint,  The presence of a notorired engineer battalion in the new

Tlapia Geoerry sarracks in Komarom and o another engineer batialion in Taja

were previoeusly reperted.| 25X1A

25X 1A sk @rrc.fw In June 19TL, merL ol Lie L1727 class ant e rmajority of the
ass vere serving with line units Tt is believed that the personnyel of
the training battalions observed at the on~inesr training camp werce delerved
members of theses classes who, instead o the normal lenpth of service, were
subject to = thres-meonth training cours:. As all T were discharged in June
1951, it is believed that the unite mensioned in parapraph 2 of the report were
Training units to which line units tad levachod cadre and training personnel.
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