CLASSIFICATION GOUFIDELT (AL/UONIROL = W, . OTPICLALS OHLY

Approved For Release 2604103156 E{R KigER2-00457R00S700180

INFORMATION REPORT  cowo. 25X1A
4 s ’ DATE GISTR. 16 JAN 52
Suflie?  {onditicrs ia Harkow and Wuchang NO OF PAGES 1

eieen I 254~ RETORN T0 ein NO.SLENRS Y oL
DHTE OF UBBAB{I S SUPPLEMENT TO
weo | >5%:c ‘

REPORT NO.

25X1X

L. ioeal troops of Hupeh, comprising a publie security division and a garrison
corpe of the Central and Scuth China Military and Administrative Conmittee,
nave nct yet been replaced by regular trocps in their responsibili‘y for the
dofenst of the cities of Hankow and Wuchang, their suburbe and vulncrable
vointa. There sre very sirict moasures for keeping peace and corder in the
sitles The police have been vested with wide powers to deal with disturbances.

T

. A% prasenmt, oving %o the signing of the Jupavese Peace Treaty and the sus-
pansion of the cease-fire talks in Forea, it iz widely rumored that the
United States released the Nationalist Govermment from restrictions impored
ia June 1950 and has egresd te holp the Nationalisis invede the mainland.
This hns coused much uncertainty smong the people. 1

3, Tublic sscurity avthorities have taken strong measures to check the aprsad
of rumors by srresting suspected citizens. They elso have forced the young
teople to organize themsslves into youth study groups. Each group consists
&f 10 to 20 young men and women. Included in thelr studies are political
snd cultural activities and singing end dancing in ths evenings, designed
40 keep the young people occupisd. One member of sach of these study groups
1s a police informer, who must report on the thoughts and political lean~
iage of the other members., Such reports sre, however, ususlly highly insc~
curste. The informer usuvelly makes no secret of his distasteful task to
the other membere of the group.

4. tesversl tar collectors have bsen physically assauiied and in a faw cases
sardored in this region while trying to colleot taxes, Teeling agelnat the
et regime is running high.

’

25X1%:. [ cszent. The swjority of the population would te very glad to
ase the arvival of the Nationalist troops.
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