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1. Almirante refused to specify the stremgth of MSI membership. He was con-
fident that, if a general election were held now, the MSI would secure
aboub 2 miliion votes., If MSI meetinge were allowed to Dbe held in the open,
this mumber would no doubt be lincreased.

o It 1s not true, as is generally believed, that the majority of MSI members
come from the middle class. Many of this class are prepared to vole for
the MSI in & secret ballot, but are afraid to record open support for it by
becoming members. In fact, about 70 per cent of the MS1's members were from
the artisan and working classes.

3, The MSI refuses to have anything to do with men like Giuseppe Bottal, who
_ #petrayed Pascism® on 25 July 1943, It would, however, present among ite
cendidates at the next general election many prominent men of Fascist days

who were not compromised, in the eyes of the MSI, by the events of that date.

Honds

4, 'The MSI is a poor party, as can be geen by its lack of publications. It haa
only one weekly. Over 70 per cent of its funds come from the voluntary swb-
scriptions of ordinary members. As an example, the Florence Federatlon of
the MSI has Just acquired new office premises at a rental of 100,000 lire
a month., The money will be obtalnmed through the contribution of 1,000 lire
& month by 100 members.

5. MSI Headquarters normally never gives a single lira to the Federations. Dur~
ing the last electoral campaign, a few posters were paid for by Headquarters
and sent to Federations, but the majority of electoral propaganda matter was
paid for by the Federations themgelves,
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Ty only monsy which had been received from abroad camé from Italian sympe~
thizers in the Argentine. Small sums wers given to the ¥SI from time to
time by industrialists, businessmen and landownsrs. These were the only
ones who could afford to make occasional contributions of half a million ora
niliton 1irs, He denled that any strings were attached to these contridbu-
tions; Af there were, they would not be accepted. Before the last general
election campalgn, a very prominent Milanese businessman had offered to
finance the MSI's entire slectoral campaign, provided that his election as
an MSI Deputy was assured. The offer was turned down.

Jnternal Orounlues

Almirante 4id not describe himself as & leader of a left wing of the MSI.

He sald that the MSI, like sll political parties, had a left, center and
right wing, although they were not clearly defined. FEe and Angusto De Mar-
sanich lead the center; the left was, more or less, led by the former trades
unionist Uso Olavensani; and the right by Ezlc Mario Gray, editor of

"I Eazionale (not yet a full-fledged member) and Iaigi Tonelli, editor of
Ia Rivolta Idesls.

Qeneral Policy and Bellefs
The arch-enemy of the MSI is Communiem, but it will not, in any circumstance,
unite with the Christian Democratic Party for its suppression.

The MSI wishes to introduce a real democracy; i.e., a germine system of govern~
ment by ths people for the people. The present regime in Italy 1s a “partocracy”
and not a demooracy. A few men on Farty Executive Committces controlled the
country, If the MSI comes to power, it will estabdlish democracy by means of

a new kind of parliament, not dspendent on the will of one man, as under
pre-1943 Fagoism, but on nationalized trade unlons, or corporations.

The essential difference between the MSI parlisment and the Tascist “Camera
dei Tasci e delle Corporazloni” is that in the former, power would be secured
from below, not from above, All appointments would be by election, end not

by designetion,

The MSI is oalled by its enemies a "nostalgic® party. That is an inaccurate
appellation, since they do not have any intention of going back to Fascisn

aic st simpliciter. They maintained on the other hand that the twenty years
of Fagscist rule could not be ignorsd as if they had never happsned.

glu MSI wigshes to take the good of Fmscism, reject the bad, and go ahead
rom there.

The real “nostalgics® were the anti-Fasclsts who want to return to pre-Tascist ~
days as if Fascism bad never occurred, The MSI was born out of resistance to
this unrealistic form of "nostalgia®, and in protest against the treatment of
Fancists after the war,

Before the adherence of Italy to the Atlantic Psot was dsbated in Parliament,
the MSI leaders had asked Promier Alcide De Gasperi privately whether Italy's
inolusion would automatically bring about an anmilment of the Peace Treaty,

so that Italy would be on an equal footing with other member states. No
reply had been raceived, and accordingly the MSI had voted sgainst I1taly's
adherence. Now thnt the Western Powers have formally declared their approval
of a revision of the Treaty, the MSI is no longer opposed to the Atlantic
Pact, Its sttitude was the same as German Chancellor Konrad Adenaner®s:
"aqual dutlies and equal rights.” ’

They welcome, in fact, any alliance which would strengthen Italy‘s deraniive
position, However, in his view, the Christian Democrats have greatly ex-
aggerated Italy's defensive poasibilities. The vast majority of the population
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had o desire to fight in another war, If Italy were attacked, as matters
stood at present, the only ones who will really fight will be the Communists
and the neo-Fagcists, and they would fight against one another. In fact,
Italy, is his opinion, was gradnally heading towards another civil war.

Attitude Yo the Natiopal Front

The Front has no real extstence. It is merely & name around which various
ideas and newspaper articles have bDeen wound. Many of those interestied in
the idea have completely contrasting views on how it should materialize.
Some would like it %o take the form of a new party, ultimately merging with
the M3I, the Monarchists, and perhaps the Liberals and other minor national-
istic groups. Others ses in it a form of super-Rzecutive Committes which
would lay down principles and issue vory general directives to the parties
soncerned, which would retailn their individuality.

The only alliance which exists at present bstween nationalist parties is the
tactical alliance detween the MSI and the Monarchists for the administrative
slections. This oaxw into existence only because the electoral system was
such (with related groups) that all such parties, with even s minimum in
common, must joia up in order to survive, Through this allimnce, the MSI
sxpect,” %o obtain a majority, at the next administrative elections, in many

" of the prineipal towns in the South,

Thare have been and there will conmtinue to be contacts between ths MSI and
Catholic Action snd the Vatican. This is a natural development. The MSI

has publicly declared its intsntion of “eceping faith with the Consordat,

which is within its policy. The Tatican is not entirely satinfied with the
Christien Democrate and, slways wanting a second string to its bow 4if possible,
looks :zan the MSI as an anti-Communist reserve to fzll back on in case of
necessity.
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