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Part I emska Mitrovica Penitentie

1. The "Kazneno Propawni Dom Mitroviea" (The Penal and Correctional House of
Mitrovica), is located a short distance from the toun of Mitroviea in
ferbia. The classification of prisoners, prison conditions, administratlon,

¢ and the physieal deseription of the Penitentlery which follow below eare
reported as those existing prior to 1 Januvary 1951,

2, On 31 December 1950 the estimated number of prisoners confined in the Peniten~
tiary is reported as 3,340, In addition to this number, 200 2re said to be
employed on & farm in the reglon and have been assigned & status anslogous
to thet of trusties. These are designated as being under the administraiion
of the Penitentiary., Also under the administration of Sremska litrovica
there is allegedly 2 large but undetermined number of prlsoners who are
merely rogistered there but who have been organized into labor groups and
utilized in construction projects at the followlng places:

a8, Novi Beograd

b, The rines at Bor and Trepca, and Kostolae.

c. Cement factory at Beoecin.

d. Fconomie enterprises wmder the Ministry of the Interilor at Dubanovei.
e. Several factories at Zemun and Belgrade.

f. The Partisan Koad from Belgrade to Smedersvo.

g. An irrigation project st Lonjsko Polje.

h. Constructions in the vicinities of Rijeka, Susak and Opatlja.

3, The prisoners are classified according to the offenses or crimes for vhich
they have been sentenced in the following manner:

a, Opecial political offenders: This category includes prisoners who wers
former politicians in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, such as Lazica Markovie,
Stenkovie and Perovie, former members of the Natlonal Cormittee of Draca
“Mihajlovic (approximately 40) and Dragoljub Jovenovie. The persons
confined in this section are more severely treated than the other prisoners.
They are segregated from the others, do not perform any work and are fed

very meager rations. i ECONFIDENTIA
CLASSIFICATION ] S
STATE « |NAVY |3 | NSRB DISTRIBUTION
ARMY - | AR x | eai 1 ] —
\ ‘ _ , .| Document Ne. - —ooeommmmmmmmmmm

e Change In Class. [

Aot

Dater __2 E-/ = By:

. [ Basl jassified
To: TS S @
Approved For Release 2005/12/14 : CIA-RDP82- Obﬁﬁyﬁogw 004 6




4o

L —
R SN

Approved For Release 2005/ T8HFIDENRDFER-00457R008900260004-6

SEERET/CONTROL-U. 5. UrF ICTALS-ONEY—

b, Cominformistst This group 1s sub-divided into two categoriss:

1) - Approximately 100, eonside‘fed to be less dangerous, are located
- in'Barracks IT% They do not work.

2) A group of the more dangerous are located in"Barracks III", These
are reportedly the higher officials among the Cominformists and
receive relatively privileged treatment. They are served special
food, are completely segregated from the other prisoners and are
not foreced to crop their hair to conform with prison regulations.
It 1s reported that this preferential treatment has given rise to
-conjectures among the others as to the genuineness of the Tito-

" Stalin schiem,

¢, (ld political offendera: This group of prisoners consists principally
- of Cetniks; however there are some Ustashi and some of the followsrs
of Ljotlic among them. They are not segregated and rascelve the same
treatment as other prisoners. o

,do - Hew political offenders: According to soures this group of prisoners

comprises "sples for the Western Powers", saboteurs, peasants vho failed
to surrender the prescribed quota of their produwce to the State, and
various other offenses committed againat the regime. It is also noted
that most of the uncooperative peasants are usually remanded to
Pozarevae (see Part III) or sent directly to work projects as deseribed
ebove, Peasants interned here are numbered at approximately 100.

2. Criminels: It 1s reported that there are a large number of persohs
.convicted of crimesserving sentences in the Penitentiary and that these
convicts are not segregated from political offenders.

f. Cerman prisoners of war: Thé source reports thet the~e were approximetely
1000 of these in Sremska Mitrovice who had been transferred there from
Vrsae In 1949. Of those who were thus tranaferred 80 had been condemned
to death as war criminals.but of these only 30 have been executed while
4he remajnder have had their sentences commted to prison terms. All
- German prisoners who had been originally sentenced for & period of 15
years or less have subsequently been released and repati-iated; however,
those who were serving longer sentences are still in the Penitentiary
and their mumber is estimated as being small,

Penitentiary Directorate:

a, The Director is Dusan lfilenkovie., Reportedly he vas a major during
World ‘ar II, is presently a civillan and a member of the Communist
Party. '

b, The Deputy Director is a certain Major Grbiec. He and his assistant
represent the UDB in the Penitentiary. .

1

¢. A certain Peric is the Assistant Deputy Director. He is an officer
vhose rank is unknown, 4

d. The Penitentiary Registry Office employes from five to six persons,
male and female, '

e, The Supervisor of Prisorers is a certain Nikoliec, He is believed to
be a member of the Communist Party. -

fo The superintendsnt of work shops and labor groups is a certain Kovacevie,
also belleved to be a Communist Party member.
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The "Dubreva" is 8 penitentisry business enterprise vhich markets various
prison made articles. It comprises the following shops:

a, Carpontry and Upholstery: Reported to employ 500 prisoners who manu~
facture furniture for the Penitentiary as well as for public sale.

bo Shoe shop: Reported to employ from 250 to 300 priscmers.

¢. Locksmith shop: Here hardware for the Cerpentry shop is produced in
addition to locks for public consumption, It employes 120 prisoners.

d. Rope shop: FKeported to employ about 200 prisoners in the manufacture
of all types of rope and eord.

e, Brick Kiln: Accord:lng to source 380 prisoners wers employed in the
manufacture of bricks in the Summer of 1950. During the winter
epproximately 40 prisoners end a few trusties are employed on the project.

The Penltentiary maintains an Automobile Repair Shop for the Ministry of

Internal Affeirs, In charge of this project is a UDB major. This shop

employs from 160 to 180 prisoners under the supervision of personnel from

the lMinistry of Internal Affairs. The types of repair vork include

complate overhauling and the instellation of spa.ra parte,

The Penitentiary maneges an Agricultural Projeset which is operated as follows:

a, Approximately 200 prisoners deseribed ad "free workers" cultivate a
form several kilometers from the town.

b, Other priaoners work the fields in the Penitentiary area as the need
arisas.

A mamber of prigoners-are sssigned to the maintenance and service of the
Penintentlary as well as to various workshops producing articles for internal
uss, These comprise the following:-

8, Tallor shop ~ approximately 50 priscners.

be Sﬁoe shop = from 12 to 14 prisoners,

¢, -Book bindery - 6 prisoners.

d. Photography ~ 2 pirisoners.

6. Locksmith shop « 60 prisoners.

£, Electrical shop = 10 prisorers.

g. Bakery ~ 14 prisocners,

k. kitchen - from 20 to 30 priscners.

i, Laundry ~ 20 prisoners.

j. Water plant « from 5 to 6 prisoners.

k. Thermoclectric power station - from to 6 prisoners (The station was
built in 1950 thus enabling the Peniventiery to produce its own power),.

1; Central heating plant - from 5 to 6 priscners.
m, Cerpentry shop ~ approximetely 50 prisoners.
n, Wood carving shop -« from 8 to 10 priscners. .
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9. The Prison Infirmary ie reportedly operated by prisoner personnel. These
include from 4 to 5 physicians and 8 male attendants., The infirmary,
according to the estimate of one source, has freilities to accomodate
approximately 100 patients. ‘

10, Technical advice for prison lsbor projects is supplied by the Technical
Bureau vhich 1s a group eonsisting of prisoner personnel exclusively.
The 14 members of the Buresu are construction engineers, mecheniesl
engineers and electrotechnicians; moreover, they are charged with the
supervision of all technical projects,

11, ©Sremsks Mitrovica is guarded by a 11litis unit under the command of a
captain vho is knowm to the souree only by his nicimame, Dika ("The Proud").
The unit’s strength is mumbered at 13 officers end from 250 to 300 militiamen.
Included in their duties are assignments as guards, turnkeye, sentinel
corranders, bullding commanders, and warehouse commanders., The most inhumen
rilitismen are the building eormanders, according to the source, who adds
that they are also the most rebld Communists.

25X1X 12,

khe following conditions of prison 1ife at Sremska Mitrovieas

a8, Food: ‘lorlting prisoners receive "Fation No. 1" which consists of 600
grams of corn bread and a quentity of thick soup per dey or "Ration
llo, 2" consisting of 400 grams of eorn brecd and a thinner soup.

The ration for non-workers smounts to 200 grams of corn btread and
some vatoery soup,

b. Lodgings: The buildings in whieh the prisoners sre confined are over-
crowded. lbost of them sleep on the floor and some have some straw or
strav watiresses, Each prisorder ls alloted about 37 square centimeters
of space. A few of the prisoners are ascigned to rooms equipped with
doubledecker bunke; however, these rooms are reported to bs used for
display purposes. :

¢o Sanitation: CSanitation is said to be almost non-existent, Medieal
attontion is practically non-existent; consequently, most prisoners
mst request drugs and medieine from their relatives., The death rate
is high, it boing reported that there i1s a denth - every other day
caused principally by tuberculosis, avitaminosis, pneumonia, ss well
. a3 from the effects of torture and corporal punishment.

d. Commnication with friends and relatives: Each prisoner is permitted
to write one letter on the first and fifteenth day of each month., However,
this correspondence is strictly censored, vhich process canses it to ‘
be delayed for about ten days.

Part TI lepoglava Penitentiary

J3. The "Kazneno Propavni Dom Lepoglava® (Penal and Correctional House of
Lepoglava) 1s located in Croatia, The prison adrinistration, conditions
and physical description of the Penitentiary which follow reflect the
sltuation existing prior to May.1950, according to the source,

25X1X 14, | [there were 1850 permanent prisoners in Lepoglava

on L May I950 and that of this number 1400 were registered during the
yaa;- 1950. The inmates are classified according to the following cate-
gories: - ,

8o 0Old political offenders: This group includes former members of the

gstais-hia and Domobran, the formsr Croatian home guard militia under
avelic.

b, New rolitical offenders: The prisoners in this category have been
sentenced for offenses against the present regime sich as attempted
illegal passage across the frontier, :
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¢, Cominformists: Thé mijority of the prisoners under this classification
eré high ranking covernment and military officers. The Cominformista
are completely isolatcd from the other prisoners and are permitted a
short walk sround the prison yord only at night. Access to the section
of the Penitenitisry in which they are confined is gazined by a separate
entrance and stairway and carmot be used by other prisoners. The
Cominformists are fed and attended by militiamen exclusively. It 1=
reported that ArchBishop Stepinac 1s incarcerated with thie group.

d. Peasants: This group 1é composed of those who have falled to yteld
their assigned quotas of grain to the Government.

@, - Criminalss The members of this group were convicted for non-political
crimes, e.g., smuggling, black marketing, et cetera.

The Directorate of Lepoglava Penitentiary is leaded by a certain Spiranae,
a major from Zagorje. The office of the Director is open to militlamen,
prison employges and those prisoners who have requests to mske, Under the
Directorate there are the following departments:

8. Records department: Its fumction is the maintenance of the prison
archives and the case histories of the prisoners, which include court
decisions pertaining thereto.

b. ftatistical department.

¢, Financial department.

d., Administrative depart.ment: This office registers the names of all
prisoners and takes their finger prints,

The Penitentiary mansges and adrministers several work projects amorg whi.ch
are the following:

a, Internal projects: A saw miil, 2 lumber planing mill, e carpentry
shop and & ceramic shop.

b. Projects outside the Penitentiarys

1) A stone quarry.
2; Construetion work on a new plant,
3) Construction work on quarters for the militiamen,

Lepoglava operates an Agricultural Project vhich. is worked by "half free"
prisoners. Thesetrustles return to the Penitentlary at the end of each
working dey. '

. An undisclosed number of prisoncrs ere employed in the following prison

workshops and maintenance servicess

a, Rope shop

b, Leather shop

¢, DBasket weaving shop

d. Tellor shop

¢, Shoe shop

f. Mschanized carpentry shop

g. Machine shop

h. Cabinet making shop

i. Wood carving shop

3. Dyeing shop -

k, Lumber processing shop

1. Electrical pover plant

n, Garages

n, Welding shop

¢. Kitchen

Pe Bakﬂry

9. Bathhouse

r, Leumn

as. Senitation service
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19, The infirmery and clinie gquarantine &ll newly arrived prisoners for an
undisclosed period. The source reports that patients afflicted with )
diseases which require hospitalization, such es tuberculosis, are confined
in the eclinie,

20. - Lepoglava is gusrded by & militia wunit vhich comprises from 150 to 180
men. The militia men mount all of the sentirel posts in addition to
poats within the penitentiary. Every floor is in the charge of a
militia commander and his aideo Thore are also 20 UDB agents assigned
to the Penitentiary '

21, Deta relating to the mnagement of prisoners and their treatmentc

as; Upon comritment to the Penitentinry, the individuals condemned are
relieved of their civilian clothing, persorml effects and documents,
These are stored in a varehouse and returned to the prisoners when
they are released.

be - A% ‘hhe beginning and’ ‘end of esich day. the pri.,oners are grouped and
‘comted. '

¢, Breaches of diaoipline are punished by solitary confinement,

d. The prisoners are allegedly provided vith cultural, edueational
and musical centers. They lave a gles club, classrooms, libreries,
a theater and cineralhall. There 15 & Catholic Church in the -
Penitentiary for their uss,

22, A physical desoription of Lepoglava:

8, In the center of--the main prison building there is a tover, the first
and second story.of vhich are mounted with heavy machine guns. There
are two machine ’guns on each of thess floors. -

bl There 1s & separate wooden construction vhere the rilitda commanders
conduet @ prisoner.count before they go to work and vhen thay return
to the Penitentiary,

co The militiamen are housed in special colonies wvith aceomodations for
single merbers and for merried members and their families, The
militia maintains its own cooperative and a hotel to accomodate any
visitors they may have,

11 Pogerevac Peniten

23. Pozorevae Penitentiary is located in Serbia not far from Belgrade. The
clagsification of priscners, prison administration end activities, conditions
and the physical deseriptien of the Penitentiary which follow cre described
by the source to be those existing prior to 1 January 1950.

24, There are reported to be 15000 prisoners confined in the Penitentiary who
are classified according to the following categoriles:

a. 0Old political offenders: This ¢roup consists of Chetniks, the
followers of Ljotie, end collsborators during Viorld Var II,

b. Hew politleal offenderss In this category there are persons
sentenced for rebellion, sabotage, espionage, participation in
11legal secret political soeieties and the maintenance of
connections with the Government in exile,

c. Cominformistss The majority in thie group are army officers end
State officials, They are segregated from the other prisoners and
receive relatively mild treatment. These prisoners work on a voluntary
basie, receive better rations and are not subjected to disciplinery
action,

d. Approximately 600 prisoners have been convicted of erimes having no

connection with POl ties.
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e. The source identifies the following priscners: Viada Ilic, Bosko
Jerolie, reportedly a ship owner from Belgrade, and e certaln
Teokarevie. ; ‘ '

25, The Directorate and adrinistration of Pozarevac Penitentisry, 25X1

¢, The Statistic Department slso employs civiliems along with 4 or 5
prisoners, :

26, Pozarevac Penitentlary manages the following major construction projects:

a. 500 prisoners.are employed in the construction of epartment houses
for married militiemen and civilien employees of the Penitentiary.

b. 300 prisoners are employed in the construction of a new factory
withing the Penitentlary enclosure, -

¢, An mndisclosed number of prisoners are aés-igned to the following
projects:

" 1) The Belgrade‘mederov road
2) The YNovl Beograd road
3; Various factories and enterprises in Belgrade and Zemun.
The rmines at Kostolac, Bor, Trepca and Crn Vrh.
5) A project at Prahovo
6) Unloading barfes near Pogzarevae

27, ‘The econorile and business enterprise of the Penitentiary is known as the
"Preporod", the management of which is stoffed vith civilian personnel, The
enterprise operates the following shops vhich manufecture articles for
distribution in the penitentiary and for public sale to civilian cooperativess
f. Tallor shop: Ief)orted to employ spproximately 300 prisoners,

b, Carpentry and upholstery shop, reported to employ approximately 100
prisoners.,

¢, Auto repair and locksmith shop, reported to employ about 260 prisoners.

d, Textile shopt T.1s shop produces linen and clofhing materiel and is
reported to employ about 100 pydsoners, .

e, Rope srop: Reported to employ 50 prisoners. The shop sells its product
to civilian enterprisas,

f, Toy raking chops Reported to employ 400 prisoners. The shop sells to
civilian cooperatives.
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28, The militia guard unit numbers 500 militiaren and approximatley 20 offiecers.
The militis commender im & Msjor between 35 and 40 years of age, a Party 25X1
member, The following Militiamen were attached to the penitentiorys

30, The food ration for heavy duty vorkers is 600 grams of black bread and a
thick soup; for lighter Guty workers the ration is 450 grams of black
bresd and a lighter soups for those prisoners not working 200 grams of
bleck broad and a watery soup asre allowed. Exhaustion, inadequate food,
avitaminosis, tuberculosis and torture account for a heavy death rate,
After serving their terms prisoners ere released, but only & few ere
relensed on request, There were no ammesties. Some shock workers working
cutside the -Fenitentiary grounds were recently released in groups and some
prisoners condemned for old politieal crimes have tieen pardoned, but only 25X1
e few prisoners scntenced for new political crimes have been pardoned.
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