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1. Thke Asociscion Venezolana de Pericdistas {AVP) is an orgznization of news-
paper writers and Journalists founded in August 1941, with an office at
Sociedad a Camejo No. 37 in Caracas, The AVP has affiliations in various
of the cities in the interior of Venezuela, including Sen Cristobal, Merida,
Trajille, Berquisimeto, Maracay, Ciudad Bolivar, and Maturin,

2. Tre AVP in Caracas has an estimated membership of 270, of whom approximately
110 are believed to be Commurists or Commnist sympathizers., Lhile all
pelitical foctions are represented in the AVP, the Commmnistshave the strongest
group.,

3. The AVP holds meetings -z programs from time to time, frequently featuring
taiks by prominent intellectuals and writers. It co-operates with the Schocl
of Journaliem, offering occasional prizes and scholarships. A magazine, PEl
Periodista™, published by the AVP, hzs appezred at irregular intervals since
October 1948, the most recent numbers in April and October of 1951. Five
articles in the April 1951 issue were pro-Comminist; one article was by the
American Embassy Cultural Section,

L. The two most influential members of AVP are reported to be Miguel Ctero Silva,

- editor of El Nacional, a Caracas daily, and Carlos fugusto Leon, a Venezuslan
pcet. Both of these men are Communists =nd leaders of the intellectual lefiist
elenments in Venezuelsa,

5. Tituler lezder of the ~VP is Luis Felipe Bellorin, secretary-general of the
orzanizetion, Bellorin is a young Journalist who has been an enitor ofaCatholic
newspaper in Csracas lLa Religion. He is a conservative of social-christian
tendencies, Earlier in 1951 he wrs subject to attacks on the charges that he
was using the iAVP for political ends; however, he has retained his position,

6. The actual lesder of AVP is Luis Everisto Ramirez, organizational secretary
and editor of the weekly news-magazine Signo. Ramirez is alsoc an officer in
the 3Bindiceto Necional de Trabajadores de 1a Prenss {SNTP), He is a member
of the Partido Comunista de Venezuela {PCV),
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7. The last, election in the VP was held in October 1950, #nd a new election
is secheduled to be held in October or lovember 1951, The present officers

ares

Secretary=General
Alternate

Organizational Secretary
Mteraste

Firaneisl Secretery
‘1ternate

Sperts and interteinment
Secretary
ilternate

Minutes #nd Correspondence
Secretary
1ternate

Culture and Fropazanda
Secretary
{1ternate

Librarian
“lternate

Uisciplinery Tribunal
(3] L

] 1t

Luis Felipe Bellorin
Aquiles Nazoa

luis Evaristo Rariresz
Sergio fntillanc

Jose Ratto
Jose hoguera

Oscar Tscalena Qliver
Graciela Schael Martinez
Simon Alberto Consalvi
Pedre Francisco Lizardo
Humberto Rivas ilijcres
Francisco Selazar Martinez

Llucilia Velazquez
Juan Lopez, hijo

kigusl /costa Seignes
Iucila PMalacios
Hector /veledo Urbaneja

§. lcosta Seignes is a well known pro-Comcunist intellectus) who is a
professcr of ’nthropolezy at the Centrel liniverzity.

9. 'ntillano wes reported & member of the FOV in Acud hsta on 7 Juzust 1946,
Hie 1s shown as a signer of & greeting to Custavo Hachado, PCV leader, published
an.28 July 1946 in Ultimes loticirs, anc of a sreeting to the USSR, published

on 11 lovember 1547 in PRP,

/. form letter s:nt to members of the Institutec

~

cultural Venezolanc-Sovietico (ICVS) in iiay 1951 showed his siznoture as

seciretary,

gonservetive ri-hbist,

s ‘veledo whs reported in July 1946 ss » news editor of oL Universal and a strang

4o Consclvi, who is clso an ONTP officiel, is an icecion Desocratisa (AD) sup orter,
although he hes given suprort to Conrmni st~sponsored rovements,

L2, serlona Oliver is comsidered to be an independent without political affilistion.
Hle 1s a social reporier for 2 Lacional fn¢ is yublicity director for Bolivar
Films. He is absut 32 yerrs of age onc is consivered intelligent. In 1948

he was a womber of the board of dircctors of the SNTP,

His name appe:red

as 2 signer of s letter protesting the chovirg of the movie "The Iron Curtain®
"8 var prop:g:nde, published in Tribuna Populer on 6 October 1948. (Doc,)
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Lizardo wes secretary of the Veneguelan imbassy =t Joscow in 1947 and 1948,
He is at present an editor of La Lsfera and 2 member >f the f-culty of tue
Schioel of Journaliss. [N Trlbuna Popular on 28 September 1949 printed
an interview by LizardS in favor of the Pro-Paz movenent. Ultiwas hoticlas
on 26 fpril 1950 anncunced that he would speak at the ICVS on Russia. He
( was kslmm as a signer of greetings to the USSR on 11 November 1249 in PP,

Doce

. Hazca wes 2 candidate for Ueputy on the PCV ticket from the Federal Listrict

in 1947, according to officilal election lists. X1 Universal on i1 May 1971
and Il lacional on 4 October 1950 reportea him a3 scheculed to speak before
the ICVS., Simno on 21 July 1951, zcomentinz on 2 ney book of poema written
by Yazoa, described him as a writer i nd poe%,who had written for horrocoy
szl pro-Commarist newspaper.

i Nopuera, an SNTP cofficial, is sr independent photograrher who has previocusl
El ¥ (=2

adiiitted membership in the PCV, His present affiliction is not lnown, but
he has been reported to be a leftist-independent at this time.

Tusils Pelacios, aka Lercedes Cirvajal de 2rocha, is a writer wio has been
active in the Venezuelan Pro-Paz Cor;m;theeo- bl Nacional on 31 Ausust
1949 reported her as a delegnte froa Venezuela to the International Fro-~Paz
Cornference in Mexice City in September 1949. °t that time she was described
as secretary of the Venezuelan Cormittee.(Doc.)

. Ratto is acting chief editer of 4l Nacional. He is a Peruvian by birth who

hos been neturalized as a Veneznelan. lle is married sno is about 40 yerrs
of age. Prior to 1940 he was a Cosmunishl sympzthizer, but he subsecuently
bec-7e a suprorter ¢f General Medina. HRecently ne has shown signs of
swinzing back to his leftist sympatnies. although he has nol ocutwerdly
fncleated thit ne is pro=Cammunist . His neme is incluced in a list of
persons sending grectings Lo the USSR by FRP on 11 Tovember 1947 ard 2s a
sizrer of a letter protesting tie showing “of thc movie "The lron Curtain®
as war prepsgenda in Tribuna Peoular on 6 Octeber 1948, ol lLacionel vn

26 llovember 1947 stited he had receiv-oa » dt’coretlon from the svenish
depublican Government..{Doc.)

Rivas ~ijsres is secretary of the Jehoel of Journeolisie of the Lentral
University =14 ils .ot connected it any newspaper. He is consiaereu &¢n
incepenvent Ly is colleamues but hss shown leftist temdencies. In
Uecenber 194 he w.g rerorted as a member of the TCVS. (i In 4P
on 11 Rovoumbsr 1749 he w5 listed 2s 2 signer of a tribute 4o the USSR,
and on 18 Inly A940 he oizned o tribute in MMtiers Ustisi-s to Guatave
Hachado . {Dee. }

Schael w:s reported by Tribuna Popul~r on % Hov 1949 as a cember of ithe
co-mittee to or =rize the Feminine Cormittee for Lhe Struggle for !erid
ko)

Pezce.

“

snlagar in &) Maciomal on 3 fovember 1950 vas mentioned as 3 prrbicipant
the ICVS prosrem honering the 33rd arpiverszry of the USOR.

Velzzousz, v w's o wember of the berrd of directors of the SKTP in 19479,
hze been rep rteu t,o be active in the fvrumuon Cultural Feminina (AT},
a2 Cemnunist=Tront or-ariz-tion.
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