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OF ENCLS.

The Society for Cerman-Soviet Friendship (Gesellschaft fuer Deutsche
Sowjetische Froundschaft) was established on 30 June 1947, at which time

it was called the noclety for the Stusy of the Culture of the U.5,5.R,
(Gcsellachafi; sum Studium der UeS.8.Hs). Itw initial menbership nunbered
about. 2,000 and consisted of intellectuals, pedagogues, university prow
fossors, political functionaries, and representatives of numerous none

Conmunist institutions, both political and cultural, as well as of the overns
ment and the gconoity, Its purpose being the spreading of pro-Soviet propaganda
and the expangion of Soviet influence, the Soclety featured £ilm shows, theater

» [performances, and theater visits; lectures, debates, and, also to sone extent,

exhibits; usually in close cooperation with the politieal and cultural officers
of the Soviet occupation power. The latter maintained oificisl and social

| contact with the Society vhich, in a number of cases, was openly publicized

and the Soviet occupation anthorities also occagionally furnished food, alcow
holic boverages, and tobacco for parties given by the Socicty,

In 1943, the Russians reconztructed a building at tho Kastaniomwasldchen near
Unter den Linden with a theater adjoining,vhich was called the louse of Soviet
Culture (Ilaus dor Sewjethultur) and was opened to Gorman visitors. 4t that
tine, the activity of the Soclety was expanded . An extensive progran

of entertaimment and parformances was initiated,while at the same time the occue
pation authority ostensibly curtailed its own rarticipation. ftccordinglys the

3.

nenbership rose to approxinatoly 20,000 in the spring of 1948 and, one yoar

latorywas approxinately 70,000, Thus, the Socicty was rapidly Bboconing a trus

nass orcanization capable of sproading offective propazanda for the U.5.S5.0,

praising it as the seat of world socialism and the champion of all pro:rossive
- forces throughout the world. .

The. corps of functionaries required for this type of organization criginated in
the Society and was’ developed along with other bodies of functionaries in the
varilous political, sconomlcyand administrative institutions making up the ma=
chinery of thoe Soviet Zone state. It was hoped that through close relations
.ameng; these functionaries, a complete ideological control of the state and all
orjanizations sngaged in shaping public 1ife could be achisved, thus establighe
ing: the concept of friendship with the Soviet Union on a firnm bagis. The
international situation, however, and the differences between the Soviot Union
and the lestern Allies which led to the formation of two Gorman Govermments:
adversely, affected the attainment of this goal, It appeared that, in the SKD

- ag well as in othor orpanizations in the Soviet “one of Germany which advocated

Socialism,
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there were nany vho telieved that propaganda wrsing friendship

and cooperation with the U.5,5.R, wiuld wmake it moro difiiewdt to
persuade the Jeruman people to acrent the Marxist ideoology, sapeci 'lllj
in view of the experiences which many - Jermans suffcred at the nands
of the Soviet invaders in 195, Thorefore, 1t becans nccessary to zive
the concept of fricndship with the Uoo.b.lis o streng impetus, vhich was
to be accomplished threough the Sociloty.

Lo In the spring of 1980, the memborship of the Society amro*cvm‘ced 1,000,000,
At that time, 1t was definitely clear that, as a poli arci the
only responsible bearer of politlcal pover, the HUD was vmable to oblain
sufficiont popular backing to convert tho Soviet sore Geroan i'!emoc;'auic
Republic into a gatollite 01"' Blie UeSelelle Ao a result it appeared to be
approprioty  to transform the SED from a party of the masgsces into a harty
cormistbing primarily of a hard core of functionariss sindlor to the Uomiue
nish Party of the U.5.8,1%, (Folshevist) and to concenteate upon rabching
the masses through the MNabional Front ard its branches, the Hational.

“Front Coumittee and the Nationmal Council, pari 10&1@11*11 with rerard to poli-
tical and propagsuda matters rolating to 201 of Cormany. OSroving pokitical
importance wos also attributed to the lloscowcontrolled .orid Peaco lorencnt
with its German Peace VYommittee (Doutsches Friedenskommitoe) in Zeriine
The Soclety for SHoviet-lterman Frioudship was clogely connected with Loth

orpanizations, stressing in the Peace Commlitee the conception of friend-
ship with all pooples, particilarly with the U.5,8.R. as the strongest
pover for peace, and in the National Front, placing emphasis upon pore
traying the Usl.GoRs s the friend of Germany and the champion of her
national independence. ‘he Society thus developed from a mass organimation
into-a political front organizatiocn, establishing the ideologivzl 1line for
all politiecal forces, crpanizationgyand novements; it now cownrlses nmove
than two and one half millicn metbors about 10 pwcm’n of whon iive in
Hestern Gernany.

5. The developnental stages of the Society described above sre illvstrated

nore cleu.rly by the structural changes reflected in a breskdovn of tha
nembership Jigures into the various sccisd cicsses. In 1948, nore than

L6 percent of the nembers were white collar workers and 21 percent Were
intellectuals, universitysand high schocl students, A% the save buﬂ;
workers nade up loss than 12 percont and acricultural workers less tham

T one percont. A year lator, when %he nenhors ship had risen to gbout

70,000, which represonted aboub three and one half times its provious
number, the percontage of the workers had almest doublod, having rdisen to
riore than 20 =eent w‘ﬁle the percentage of the other *romv had scarcely
‘changed(sie) In 1950, whon the nemborship approximated a rullw on, tae Workers
reprogonted the lorgest single sroup, nalking up vore than 37 percent corpared
‘with 3% pereent for the vhite collar wor‘cew‘:,,“'rhﬂe the percontage of the
intellectuals and students had fallen to 11 poreonbyand the percentage of
the farmers and agricultural workers remained insi :gmificanm

6, . The clianges in the chorawter and nission of the Society also affected the
activities of the lover-leovel units. «hile social work {irst rested with
lovsely organized circles and gtudent zroups, iv later shifted to resie
dential groups,and now, in a large meas sure, it illes with the enterprise
groups in which the services of nore than 60 percent of the neubers ars
beinz enlistod for soclal work. These enuw;:riw group activi
charactorized at present Ly Gourman-Soviet eycuang:eu of exporisnces nadsy
the "Learn-from-the-Soviet-Union Program® which ix %o PEOriANLze Tand e
wment and labor in accordance with the Poviet pattern and is executed in
cooperation with the FOGB, the ideological preparation and penetration of
the enterprises boing accomplisbed by the Society and the organizational
planning Ty the FDGH,

>les are
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he higliestelevel orcanisabionad voay off the socicty is tho Sontral
sommitiog siiich controls the Land Corrdttoes in Lend lyrandenbur
Thuringia, Sarony, Sarony-£nhalt, Jeeklonbury; and Greater lorlin. The
Land Comuittoes in the Laendor control tio freis Vermittoos. The lreis
Gommitiees o not noecessarily coincide in thoir Juriscdiction with the
administrative division of the eise, They include the local arencios
with their subunits, the residontial or local sroups,and the enterprise
groups, the latter being cowosed of menbers working in enternrisos.

b4
o

The body which decides tlo sicsions and objectives of the orc-anisation
is tha Congress which, aceording to the statutes, is required to come
vene at least every two Jearsp or whenever it is requoesbed by the majority
of the Land Committess which are reprosented in the Vongress by deles
gates. In additien to the normal recponsibilities such as tho reydering
of a statewent of accounts and a cash report, the congress elects the
prasidenty the vice mesident, the membors of the Central Cormibtes {not
less than 7%) and adopts a precram of activities “ha

president represents the Society in all matiers ircluding those pers
taining to law and jurisdiction and convenass the Congress when so
directed by the Central Comrittee. . The mwesent  president s Friedrich
Ebert, Cherbucrzermeister of “ast Berlin, He succaeded Professor Juszren
Kuezymnski, chief of the Deutbsches Wirtschaltsinstitat (Gornan Seonomie
Ins'bita"b»aso hivert was clocted not by the Consress bt rather Uy the
Gentrel Committoe at a sesoion in the Dorlin louze of Loviet Culiure on
19 ‘fune 1950, after Kuezymslid his predecossor,had declared nis resignes
tion at the same session and suw cesled that Short be amointed his suce
cessors Irmediately upon asewzing ‘he dutics of hism office, Fhert
announced the resisnation of inng ark vho had beon secrotéry vieralo
Alony with. the seoret wioneral, “bert has a £irn crasp upon the Cone
~gress and the Central Commdttee, which enjoys vory 1ittle opporbunity for
frecdon of expression in a truly Jdesocratic wayr,

The individual actueally contrelling the Sovloty is the secrobary-reneral
This office iz held ab present by Gottfried (raenmberg, ark's SUCTaBS0L,
vhe provionsly sorved as Jinister of Sulture of Lard lecklenburs., hon
he and “bert appeared on the scens s the orzanization received a faodo ™
nounced agzressive impulse. Thoir appointient indicated a rovolution
within the Society and coincided azproximately with the purge ory i song
casesy even legal presesution of a nurver of intellectuals “hs had heen
provinent in the £ield of .olitics and culture, Prominent anong the
latter was Lex iinde, editopr~in-chief of the Iriedenspost; bhe wecldy masae
zine of the lernan-Soviet Soviety, who was brouzht *o trial.  “he BRErSe
bary-zeneral is assisted by a secretariat whieh, like hiwm, elected
by and f£rom the Central Committee oV which the prosident presicese

Following is a list of the uembers of the Central Comuittec who, bogoiher
with the president and vice-president, were elected cr confirrec
office unanimously at the Thirq Jongress -in January 195

Presidents Iriedrich fbert, Cherbuerzermeister of Faut Jerlin
Vice-President: fi1li lpedel, twitor

- ‘?ico»?.rcsiécnt( v, C.6inhold Lobedanz , prosident of the Chanber
o of the Laender .

fico-Frosidents :.Jiricl1 wirdh, lathe oparator

Sentral Sommittecs '

Drasid, }”7

i et

B
‘a'iili-gf‘eter Ronzok, smie scél‘ﬁtary :

“Anita X)zmrlxal‘., w":msan worker
;Johannas‘vicc]mann, president of ithe Peoplets Chambor
Kaete Dodenhoeff, iaborer o
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Priedrich Fr. ihlors, membor of the marine five bricade
Professor deinvich Ehmsen, artist

F‘r?.edricﬁ Thrhardt, vhite collar erployee

Frogt Brler, student |

Hormann Fabrey, farmer

Karl Fritzsche, locksmith

Willi l‘rey'hoff laborer and'®Hlero of Labor®

Selma Cabelin, secretary of Land Gaxony

Lina Zebhardt, housewife

Lucie Joeseke s rurel houvsewife

Gerald ( ‘oeﬁtmﬂ, UEIT secrotery general

Herbér‘b Ureiff, director of the steel nill in Sran enburg #*
Gottlried Gracnbery, secrotary-seneral

Liaébath Gruetzmachor, apprentice

Proi‘as or Hornann Haack, cartowrapaer

'I‘ri‘bz Hamachor, deputy secrdary-conoral

valter Hanke, VdpB functionary

darie~-luise ienning, secretary of Land Lecklenburg
Fritz eilmann, ueore’tarj of band Thuringia

ﬁdolf Hen.necke, Jimo?:erialx'ah

ftefan dermlin, writer

Endolf Herrnstadt, editorein-chief of Heuos Deutschlond

Kurt ldesheliny. acriouibural workep

Kurt Hohoissl, laborer

Herbart [imaitssch, orcanization seordory
Dx-,. Lrast Saeomel; ministerial erployan
Fridolin Zarnohl, secretary

Heinrich Kimsfel, wiite collar eployeo
Budolf lirchner, l‘k’ii}‘f‘) functionary

Tdesa Klatte

Joachin Kenrad, laborer

Juergen Kuesyneki, economist : -
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Heinz Kurth, chiof of the Jarivization Uopartment {ste)
Otto Lauber, laborer and "Hero of Labor"
Marpot Laubisch, mechanic- apprentice
TPritz Leder, laboror
Prite Leisner‘,, nanarer
Arno von Lenski, LUPD comuittes menber
wolfrang Lindetaedt, laborer
Lobert ‘hag, res ettled farmer
Gtto ieier, President of the Diet of Drondenburg
Ella Taniegl, wonan agriculbural workor
walter liogbius, tinker
By r;;imreeta- wmeller, tractor driver
Rosemarie lueller, teacher
'u'in:.eng “neller, NDPD secretary
walter Piduch, mechanical enginesr
Heinrich Rau, linister of Planning
Hfang Relchelt, D u‘r ranigation Department
Hang Lodenberg, film director
Senp Roemlischy youth stécreizat;r
iva Izlor:ml'in:;er, i:;tur’.ent
Johann Lehiroeder, lalorer
Gavricle Oachse, Llaborer
Heinrich Sehwarze, countryy nashor
osef - Steffen, agricultural laoborer
Proi‘dss;o;' LUr, Yohannes ' Hitp més president of the Azadery ol Sei-nces
Caeslaus Seymozak, resettled farmor
llerbert Taeschner, LDP secrotary=genoral
Heinz Thislemann, laborer
wally Tieté, vwhiite -.collar employes

Hedinrich Tielse, farudr and burzonaster

Al S eepag
Alfred Tottowitz, foreman

Helmut Unger, cabinotmaker
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Paul Verner, mcfmber of the 57D Central Goz;mi.ttm‘ secretariat.
Theodor Valenzieck, lockumith '
Paul. .andel, linister for Public Aducation
Péul_ v-‘ongeié, L@d_secre'bmf in Bast »"rérlin'
Klaus uillardinc,. chief of the Anlishtenuont ar<‘ ‘Prozm_{;anc}.a Lepartuent
Franz «onzel, edi tor-in-clict
‘ Jutta +ille, seanstress
Georg siollgast, trusites
Joachin lﬁolter, manazer of tho douse of Soviet Culture
' Gerda Windmeller, heisewife |
lax Zimmermann, resattled fariep
Johannes Donath, directof of the German Bank of Issue {Diewhsebs Hubwsbant)
G.M, Pushkin, Soviet amﬁgssador to East Germany

Gusev. (fru), VOKS apent,

1L, In keeping with the designation, "Soelety for the Study of the Culbure

of the Soviet Unilon", most of the names aprearing on the Contral Compoibtea
levwel vhen the Society wes so naned vore those of prominent persons Lfrom
the fislds of science, arts, litersture;znd publis life. The num er of
persons in this catesory was s+ill covparatively larse’ vhen, at the II
Uongress in the sumsor of 1749, the society was reorsanized, Uotgrer, a
comparatively small numbor of the previous nembers ' Was preslected at the
IIT Congress; even though that assenbly departed from the cgtalilished

rules to oloct 85 meuwbers rather than 75 4o the Contral Cormittes. i e
those not roclected; for cxarple, were Professor van Beeck, Gerhard wisler,
Sernhard Lellermann, the noted writer, Stefan Hoymann,and others, “he
Jentral Cormittee was reorcaniced in accordance with the requirencnts of a
rass organization, and with ne particular consideration for the qualt ifie
cation of tho individual members. Yhe worl of the Commitbten. congists
largely of tho execution of the workiny prosran adopted by the Uonzress as
well as in the contrel of all activities of the organization dvwring the
period when the Congress is in recess, ilowever, most of these duties are
performed by special functicnaries of the Society and by the STD rather than
by the Committee members, MNearly slldecisions arc mode by the sscretariat |
which is a truly operational body giving directives dnd propacanda and
political instructions to the Land Committee and exercising a rigid conbrol
over its subordinate acencies. A printing oifise and suveral mablishing
houses are available,

12, The Land Committees are ormanized in accordance with a pattern similar to
that of the Central Committee. Their executive orzan 1s the Conference
of. the Land Delecates.  They exercise the same functions and ‘enploy  the
same mathods as the “ongress, executing in their areas the miscsions
asgigned to them by the Contrel Cormittes throush the secrctary-genersl.,
Corparatively specking; they pil.a;r?much nore active and regponsible role
cthan the membors of the Ceriral «ommittoe, Ther, boo, have a Lond secres

otaff of falldine advisors
his omn instruction ac woll as 4o
lowor units,

o execubtion of
ttec in the

3 Sentral Vo
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He has wnder his comiand Kreis instructors {(Nosirliinstructors in Daot
ferlin) who work in the Krois branches of the Soclety. The ilreis
Conriittees in turn elech a secrotariat , with the ireis instructor
~usually serving as lpreis gecrobary.  llo is nof subordinate to the
Krois Committee and thus i in a position o carry out the instruchions
of the land secretary and influence the Xreis Commdtbeo as well aws the
neot basic units. fhe Kreis Committes as well as the secretaviat are
~ presided over by the first chiaiyman, The instructor ;ives ruidonce rnd
Cadvice In the drafting of the progran of activitics vhich is prepared
© for all basic wnits. accordingly, the only respousibility lcft to the
local, residentaly and onterprise groups with respoet t¢ the progran is
the fixing of dates and such minor modifications of the directives as
local conditlons, circumstances of age, *rade,and reguirements of the
enterprises demand,

13, VUnder the Kreisvorstand is the local proup {Ortegrupne) which also has

. ils oun comdtbtee consgisbing of functionaries in charge of residential:
and enterprise groups and responsible for collection of dues. Shese
pvasic units are required Lo report on social work participated in and
action taken on directions from higher hoadquarters. Their reports are
consolidated into a monthly report by the Kreis instructor. This monthly
report is of considerabls importance in guiding higher echclons in
planning and decisions,inasmuch as it contains detailed inforwation cone
cerning the politicsl and propacenca asctivity and developnent of the basic
onits and provides an effective cheek on a1l orsanizational natters.

U, .The functicnaries constantly concentrate on doveloping & jroater degree of

clase- conxiousness amon; all members, on prowmoving their pro-Soviet abtti-
-tnde and their alleciance to the Uoviet politicsl line and willingness to
fight for the gesclalist ideals of the Soviet Union. ‘he work in the enber-
prise groups is intended Yo fosbor an exchanpge of Joviet-German experiences
thereby transplanting Soviet methods of managenent, planaing, and econony
into the Sovied 4one of Germany. Tt ishlmost universally recornized that
the final goal is the sovietization of Germany. A hard core of capable
functionaries and & disciplined execution of carefully plammed activilics
in which all nerbors down to the basic units participate. ismequired for the

achievement of this gogl.

\

® -w VED Stakl-und Welswerke Dpandenburg,
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