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Imports of calcined alumina are wrgently needed in the DIR, Approximately
two-hundred tons are at present required. The import is urgent because in
ense of nondelivery, parts of SAC Kaustik Elektro-chemisches Kombinat Bitter—
fold will have to close down. The most importent supplier of this materlal
and for the Kombinat itself is the United Sterling Corporction, New York and -
london., This firm also trades under the nsme of The Propan Compeny, London.
The director of the firm is Stermberg (fmu). *

Sternberg is frequently engnged in business with the DIR, especially in illegsl
imports via DEAG, Sternberg has also done extenaivs business st the leipzig
fair, He has considerable properties in Belgium where he a2lso maintains a large
moter pool,

The most impertant article for import at present is caleined soda. According
to the DDR import plan for 1951, an import of 36,000 tons (100 tons per day)
is planned. Allegedly ealcined soda is used for the manufacture of scap powder
and soap. The main supplier is Great Britain, i.e., the firm H.U. Haxdy & Co.,
London., This firm has also arranged for other imports, especially of stannic
oxlds.

In compensation for » delivery of 800C téng of caleined soda end stannic oxlde
the DR delivers 8,000,000 liters of nonmethylated technical alcohol, The first
delivery of 3,500,000 liters was shipped on the tanker MARABU from Rostock to
Texas City. Transportation and pumping wvas carried ocut under observation of
every possible security measure and ineide a cordon of VP, SSH and beats of tie
fire brigade,

hecording to a trade agrecment between the USSR and the DDR, the USSR is to be
supplied with 3000 tons of methanole. Actually 17,000 tons were delivered by
the Walter-Ulbricht-Werke, Leuna, during the first half of the year 1951. Be-
cause of a standstill of the Polish coke supply in Febtruary, the plants in
leumcould only feed 2 chambers temporarily, while at present four chanmbers are
again being fed,

In 1950, 42,000 tons of paraldehyde aleohol mixture were delivered to the USSR.

It has not yet been decided whether 36,000 tons or 42,600 tons will ba required

by the USSR this year. Until March 1951, 3000 tons of this mixture were delivered
per month, in a ratio of 80 parts paraldehyde and 20 parts alcohol. The ratio
required by the USSR is 90:10, So far leuna has not been sble to deliver this mixtw
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7.  The USSR pays 972 rublos per ton for 100 per cent paraldohyde ond 410,80
rubles per 1000 liters of 100 per cent aleohol,

Comment: Sternberg has been mentioned previously in connection
hovever, the

* with illegal shipping procedures
Now York Company has not been identified in the New York telephone directory.
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