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sevaral weeks before the epe'n* ng of vwhe Ivangelleal Chuwcch Conference in Berlin, a
detailed study on the inst :Ltuuiﬂnsv LETHON ios, and charscteriatics of Protestant
1ifs in Germany wag prepared [or the 35D Politbitre gy Wilhelm Cirnuz, mewber of
the ediiorial staff of Nowes Deutschland and smc»iaj st on religions aflfairs. This
official stody also deal® with ¥ag Tow aconnestions of the Cerman Evangelical
Charech, especially those in "hmerican-doxlnated” territorises.

Just before the Berlin Conference convansd, Glrnus zsve comprehecusive oral insbtruc-
tion on geveral occgsions to & swall dmmsr SED cirele. incgindicg Pleck, L‘mctewor;lg,
and Uibricht, concerning the intertwinins relationships and interests of the Cerman
Ivtheran chrirch and the Wesbera bloc. The Girnus memorsadas was aiso submitted 4o
“he Zoviet authorities in Xarilshorst., and Girnus personalliy triefed Semecnov and
several officers on the lattert's stall ragarding the political background of the
Iaztheran church.

ite active and cooperative participation of the SED leadsrship in events of the
Bmum Brangolical Conflersnce was the veoulh of Soviet directives, Originallvy the

3t Zone government had 'i:a;utw? w assume an attitude of raserve. The Soviebs de-
nded, howsavern, Lhat Pleck should wake oublic appewancses.

czan"yatio nal meagsures for oxpleidting ihe Confevense for Jommmlist national wiby
md peace propaganda; while concealing the relationship pebween these measures and
whe SED, were congidered by the SED Folitburc. Above all, the FOJ was given striect
ingtructions to svonsor no kind of ackion directed toward hindering or disturbing
the Conference in any way. The FIJ was requested to attend =l mass wmeebings, . how.
aever, for the purgose of supporking any statemsnis or ocourrences which could be
vged in any wanner for Bast-orierbed zgitation. Together with the Polithliro, an SER
pastors! collective, led by Pastors Kleinschmidt and Kennschasvryer, was regyonshm,e
for directing this FIJ participation in Confarence disecusslons and meetings.

The Minisiry of State Secuwrity carried oat a tobtal zontrol of all Past Zone resi-
derts traveling to Beriin for the Confersnce and plased informants on all special
iwaing to the Eagt and Vest Berlin dslsgation camps.
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