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By power structure is meant the system of orpganizations designed to preduce

or induce conseious and unconsclous obedienco and cooperabion from individunls.,
Th> formai structure of power is reprosenbed by govormment and the legal
gy.stem of pover orpanizations vnder ite direct control, In the rural sector
of the country, this tekes the form of county, tommsbip, tewm and village
porernments, as well as legel orgenizations like the inter-villege council,
which formed a link in the chain of govermmental agencies for the control of
the countryside under the Nationelist regime. On the other hand, informal
puter structure is a syshem of socinl orpanizations which, conaciously

or vaconsciously, performe the function of sompelline obedience and cooperation
from the coammualty without the formal sutaority of law end govermat,

In China®s long history, reginmes of formul power have risen and fallen, bub

the inforuel pover structure iv the villages has changed but little, The longy
sovial and cultural continuity of China hds relied heavily upon this sysbem

of informal pover structure. lo formel power strueture can endure long without
s cooporetion and support of the informsl structure in the wash countryside
bereuse, o part of tho formel power structurs hes tc be menned by local

lenders whose authority and prestige is rooted in the informal structure

apd, in order to be effective, the exorcise of power by the formal govornnent
nesds the assistance of the informel structurs,

Wihile the informal structure of power hes seen little chenge over the post
centurias, it has undergone increasing rapid alteration in the pest half of
a ~enbury, especinlly during the lest twe or throe deceden.

hi village under considoration is sbout five miles from the elty of Canton,

on the rich delta lend of the Posarl River, Such prozximity to & groat urban
corber produces many characteristies that differentiste the village from

the sverage rural commwity deeper inland in agricultural Chins. Comnercialized
egrienltuwre is the genoral rule, about 807 of the villege's produce is sold

.ouigide, ro there is only o low degrec of selfw-sufficioncy. The village is

alzo only 80 miles from long Kong and lacao, Thig couges the migration of -
sbeut 107 of the village's population to Canton, Hong Kong llaceo end places
in Southeest Agie vhere they emzage in trade and other enployment. Some

of these emigrants have made money and have bought land in the willage,
Thig causcs a heavy concemtration of landowmership in the hends of o smell
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percentage of the populetion, The proximity to great cities has also
brought the villagers into intimate contact with modern social, economic
and politicel chenges.

The village is situated low emough to enjoy the benefits of irrigation, but
high eacugh to be free from flood and arought. The record of some 150
years shows no naturel disaster. The plece is mlso fairly distent from
strategic highways, scamething that has saved it from the scorch of wer

in the past decades of incessant fighting. From the viewpoint of location,
the community cen be considered as representative of an average suburban
willaze on the South China coast.

Yhe village consists of 250 fanilies, about 1,000 population, The sex and
age composition of the population ie normel., In the eight years of enti-
Jepanese wer, there secmed to be a slight natural decrease, but since them,
the nasursl increase soems to be poing at the rete of ¢ to 5 per 1,000. The
peopls make their living mainly off about 1,000 mow, approximately 150 acres,
of wieh delte land. About three-fourths of this land is devoted to the
reising of rice, and the rest to truck gerdening. The high percentage of
iand dovoted Lo truek gardening is the result of the village being near
Centon and Hong Xong. The comparatively high incowme from truck gerdening is
partly why a populetion of 1,000 can be supported on only 1,000 mow of land,
averszing only 0.15 acre per capita.

Supplenenting the land are several other minor sources of livelihood. There
are some 60 irrigation ponds sprinklod among the paddy fielda. These

ponds, bosides irrigation, are used for raiging fish. ZThere are fairly
thick dikes which are gemerally covered with fruit irees. Enbroidery is

& developed skill emong the women folk and linds a good market in Canton.,
£11 thoso yield & subsidiary income to faming. Small trades provide &
livelihood for the few who do not ferm,

Right femilies, & totel of 50 of their members reeiding in the village,

. 330 mow of land. About 10 per cent of the populsbion is landless, eking
cut & iliving on odd jobs such as doing farm work for neipghbors, collecting
cotable weeds, catbching frogs and fish from the common strosms, and peddling
suall quantities of whatever goods (gonerally food) they cen buy with their
winute savings. MNumerioally predominant are ebout 70 families (ebout 38 per
cent o the totel) of middle peasents, and ebout 90 fenilies (about 36 per
cent oi total) of poor pessents,

The middle peasants are in all cases part tenants, owning one to five mow

of lead, memnwhile renting a few nore mow from other owners. On the average,
they farm sbout 10 mow, or 1.5 amcre, which yield a feirly attractive livelihood
ot tho netive stendard. The average nob earning per family of this class,
sfter “he deduchion of ront and protection fees and othor public charges,

ig about 30 pisuls or approximately 4000 lbs. of huiled rice per year. This

is tho equivalent of HK1,800 & ycar, in terms of buying power of rice in

Hong Kong. This sum would be nbout 35 per cent more than what it takes for
food for the family.

But the poor peasants live considerebly belew this ievel. The vast majority
of tuems are pure tenants, who have to pay sbout 40 per cent of their crop

for rart alone. And after paying other charges, the average poor peasant keeps
crily about half of whet he produccs. A small proportion of them own &

1ittle land, but usually not more than two mow per femily., The average

farm worked by this class is about € mow. Thelr avorage ennual net incone

is ebout 14,7 piculs or ebout 1,950 lbs, of hulled rice per femily. This
sarelr pays for food, leaving practicelly nothing for other necessities.

4e Lo v he 10 pwr wcent of {ac popusaticn who sre ewdlless, diwy dive oven

worse “han the poor peasents, froguently missing their meals when odd joba

are uncwaileble end when tho neorby cities arc not in condition to offer
geasour.l employment,
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Organizations of the Informal Power Structure: The basic organization of

“he village is the clen, Thero are two clans (twe surnames) in the village,
apeh clan oceupying one section of the village. There are three other surnames
in the village, but they are numerically in the minority. Up to the time of
the Comnunist tele over in 1949, the clan was still the center around which
individuals and families were organized into bigger units for collective
activities., 4&nd the people possess the full share of clamnishness, for

vhich the people of the province wre well known,

Iut the development of education und the introduction of modern conception
of 1ifs have caused the clannish cheracter to decline repidly, especially
during the past ten years, Some 66 per cent of the male population over ten
vears nf age are found to be literate in a survey at the end of 1950, but
only ons per cent of the female population over ten years of age ig literate.

The traditiomal ceat of informal villagze power has always belonged to the
clders in a olan, This is especielly so in Kwangtung where the clan plays

a more importaunt role then in other parts of China, The c¢lan is but an
expendod family, and in the traditionsl family, the patriarchal authority
is graduated sccording to the sge hierarchy., Hemce the structure of the
traditional family is ome Pactor that gives the elders their importance

in & village commnity whore the clen is the fundemental organization.
Besides, there is the well-knovm factor of the velue of experiemce of the
¢ld, in a culture where empirical knowledge was most important and universel
sducabion was not existent, .

ihsoreiicelly, any man over 60 is an elder, Actuelly, in ovder to qualify

as an elder, one has to give a feest to all elders on his 60th birthdsy,

If he is fres from any objectionable record in his past 60 years, he will be
Pormplly recognized as an oldor et this feast, end from then on, he will be
imvited to the meobtings of the olders® counsil with full rights %o participate
in the settleament of isgeues. If ho is financially wmable bo give the feast,
i relatives will usnally chip ip to do it for him, But if his relatives
ars a3 poor as he or are uawilling, then he will be just e poor old men after
his S0th birthday, with no formal stetus of an elder, unless he has beon an
1nfiuertial percon right aleng, So, the actusl quelificetion of an elder
insludes wealth besides age. ILhis 1s a significant factor in the informal
power struchure of the village,

In the two major clens of the village, one has 17 and the other 11 elders.
» ench olan, the elders sre organized into a council which meets at
saramorial occasions and when issues arise calling for settloment by the
aouncil, The leading funwtions of the council ares

4, Care of the clan's property by appointing n menager each year and deciding,
in goneral, the use of the incoms from the property. Here the wealthy
end infiuential elders enjoy a stronger voice.

e Celebration of various types of clan coremounies, which include ancestral
religious sacrifices and the upkeop of ancestrel hells. This function
kelps to maintain the symbols of the prostige end authority of the clan.

s, Maintensmce of order end discipline among members of the clan. Two
decades mgo, this function of the elders® council possessed a semi-
judiciary character, and it wsa en offective means of maintaining local
isw and ordsr. The elders had the authority tc bennish or even put to
desth anyone who committed mets egainst the rules or customs of the clan.
But in the recent two decades, this funmction of the elders hes deteriorated
tremendously becausa of the rise of the younger gemeration in power

et tie direct oxtension of the legel sysbten o the viliags Doom ndersy

arton., Now, elders could only reprimand the young culprit or tell the
next of kin to disciplime him, with no direct authoriiy to compel
ohodicnce,
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ds The elders decide on the funds and sppoint the board of trustees for the
villago school, They elso decide on whether to allocate sufficient
funds f'or the school so that education can be free or whether to charge
tuition. On this issus, the poor and the rich factions of tae elders
usually fight heatedly overy year when the issue comes up, for the poor:
wants freec educetion or very low tuition, while the rich usually refuse
+o provide it,

22 The elders decide on public projects, allocate funds and manpower (in
the form of a labor levy) and appoint managers for public projects, such
&8 the building end meintenance of reoads, bridges and dikes, and the
dredging of streams sad the maintenance and construction of dikes for
water control. The lest big job of public project took placs in 1936 when
e new dike was built to fence in some 250 mow of mud flats of the
rillage stream, melding the mud flat into fertile fields, thus increasing
the village's cultiveted land by 25 per cent.,

The elders' councils of the two major clans im +the village under consideration
hove also organized a joint olders' council to solve problems between the two
clens. Desp sested conflict of econurie intercsts and socisl prejudice

axlgt betweon the two clans.

Up to about 20 years ago, *he elders® council wes the conter of village
authority, though it never was a part of tho formel govermment, But, the
pust two decades has seem she phenamennl rise of the youmg in power and
prestige in Chins, and this village, so close to big cities, sannot escape

the influence of this geroral tendency, In this period, the euthority and
prestige of the olders suffered a drestic decline, The old menories of
experience, the rich empirical lnewledge, of the elders was once looksd up

%o by the community anc commend the respeet of the young. But that set of
old experience no longer sorves the purpose of the new envircnment, New
problems thet arose ir recent decados could find no satisfactory solution
from the old formulae thet the elders kmow mnd tressure., It was the younger
elements who mingle with the new envirorment witk a receprtive mind who same
out from time to tire with satisfactory solutions, as exemplifiocd by mmercus
ineldeats in the village. Bibt by bit, the younger elememts stepped inte the
position of leadersiip, though still neoding the epproval of the clders ut
first. Lator, about 10 years ago, oven thic formal approval from the elders
was dispensed with, Vhere the elders re’used to budge, the younger generation
ook it at pun point, thus almost completely collapaing the coercive authority
of the elderie

One incident serves to illustrate this vital tendency of the rise of the youns.
fAbout 1939, a yomr afber the Jepanese took Canton, the suburban district

wes throwm imto disorder. Threatended by insecurity, the village began

%0 expand its own fecility of self dofemse. The elders wanted to follow

sheir old pettern of militia organizetion, But a group of vigorous young
fellows, sore of whom were involved with guerrilla activities againnt the
Japanese, suggosted another schems. The elders refused to yield, and the youny
raliows finelly fought & gun battle with the elders and their supporters.

The young faction won. After that the affairs of village defense passed

inbo the hands of the younger gencration, who are more acquainted with the

‘situatlon cvbeide of the village confines and who possessed cutside hookups

which are sc vital at a time whem the isolation of the willage has been
thoreughly broken down, something that the elders are not deoply aware of.
im & my, thkis incident possesses the character of a limited revolution in
the informal power structure of the commimity,

But, up %o the time of the Commumist teke over et the ond of 1949, the elders?
sompeit was sE11Y funetioning, thoush writh drnstically roduced authoriby,

a8 pacially on the matter of maintenance of social order and diseipline,

O the other matters, the judgment renderod the couneil still had the respect
of the community. This remmant of its authority bad propped up the heads of
several landlords' families, whose views and interests lie on the side of the
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eldows, Newortheless, when the Carmunists marched ix, the elder: us o power
proup fed traveled a long downhill road, and the Camnunist polisy of plving
&1l povers to the young only ¢limaxed an alxeady existing tremnd,

The famdly is not only a besie unit of sociel life, but alse a basie unis

in sommmity power if the famdly acquires wealth, edusation and somneotions,

and sonsequently expands the number of its own menbors. DBy business comnections
so0d by vaxital relationships, the members of & riging femily act ecllectiwsly
wn inbipete eommon intercsts and form a wnit of informal power in the commnlty,
in & villege which is essentially s kinship commnity, this is very importamt,
An infiventisl femlly exerciscs its power in the scomamity through controlling
waplous organizations more explicitly designed for the sxerelss of authority,
guch a3 the elders® sounsil and defemse organisstion, If at the timo of

the Comunist 4ake over, the authority of the eldera had drastically declined,
thers vae uo sign of apprecisble weakening of family ties snd the influenece

of important fapilies in the villags,

Cas mav taks one or two important familiss in the villege for example. There
is firet femily A, Porty years age, Mr. 4 wus bub & poor peasant, a tenant
Fapmoxr, but who had more than the sversge chars of gourage and cunning.
Deiwen by poverty, he joined with a bandit leader in the neighboring villege,
sad grakbed acme income from thet illege) source. That was the time of
rowplution and rapidly shifting political vegimss, (nos he saved the iife
of the bendit leader by hiding him in his own homs, Later the bandit leader
bocems ¢ leading official of Ewengtung, From then on, Y¥r. A rose in weslth
and porer, Ho-used the bandit lsader’s influence to engage in oplum and other
ilega: traffic. ILabter he opemed sbores in the eity. Now in the village,
hs has & fine modern house with a gerden and 150 mow of land, 15 per cent
of a1l lhe land in the villuge, His four sons wore married and live tegether
with him in the sums house and help mamege his property. M, A does mot go
%0 the cldors? gouneil, though he iz & gualified mesker, Bub the majority
of the elders do his bidding. One of bis sons mervied the daughter of a
politiniang this, bogother with A's own underworld influsnse, put him in a
loading position in the willsge defemse organiration. In many things his
words nre lsw, and his four sons are his eyes and sers in village affeirs.

There ie fantly B, Mr, B, ilike A, wes » poor peasent some 85 years ago.
married and financislly desperate, he left hame with only his clobhes on
his back, He joined tho crew of a ship on which his unole worked, With

some suvings, he wont into business in Hong Korg, He was ummsually successful
in trsce. Now, he has three wives, 12 children (8 sous, 4 of them collsgs
gradusies), and 40 mow of lend in the village, He settled his third wife and
two sors ia the village Lo watch the lewd, and he himself coumes bausk to the
village seversl times a year, Though not perscmally in control of power in
the wiilage, his wiews and words, as relayed through his wife and soms, ure
taken seriously. Up bo the Cammmiat take over, nothing against his view
and interest has been done, for besidus hie sons in the willagse, he had

many hemohmen smong the elders as well es the younger groups. In fact, one
poreon slated by the Communist authority to be the chairman of the village
poasans assecistion is his faithful follower,

8%111 soother example is family C. Mr. 0%z father vas & rich peasant and o
anr inffusntial leader in the wvillago hut declined in wealth and status
when C was about 12 years of ags, At 12, C went to Hong Kong to be an
apprantice in a book store, whers ho wreud n great deal in his spare tiue,
When € grew up he went into businesz wiith moderate suscess., When the Japanese
took Heng Kong, his business wes ruinod. With what little money he had
1sft, e cams back to the willage and bought 8 mow of lend end started
faeming., Wher the Japanese tiphtened control owver the villege he went into
swerridle aclivitics, wiich wrou oL him inlo connuctiond wilh JHatiousiist
orficinldam, 4t the time of the Camunist take over, he and his two marrisd
song ruo & farm of 36 mow, opersting the two biggest fish ponds in the willage,
An a fonily upit, it wos welletosdo, His lmowledge of the modern world and
his polltical sonnochions made his the mest influential man in the villapge,
coupying a leading position in all village orgenizetions except tho eol...a®f
oounell .,
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One noteble fact in the above cases ia that none of the influentisl families
ross from the lend, but from politics, business end even banditry, The seil
itsell breeds no wealth or status, It was in the fnfluonee of the outside
world that geve them the position of informal powsr.

While both the elders® council and the family are distinotly kiunehip groups,
the fraternity is a peeudowkinship or non-kinship orgenizetion, Individuals,
magtly youny men, from different clans in the village at some time in the past
have gob together to set up a fraternity. It is a very common organization
aot vevely in the countryside, but also in the cities. Twenty or thirty yeoars
ago, the fratornity wes o formsl affair, with elaborate ceremonies of initiatiou
of new members. Bub, now, in this willags, it is en informsl organization,
Pallows with common intorest and similar temperamesnt sssociate intimately

and ¢oll themselves members of a fraternity whioch hes no particular name, New
Tellows who want to join are initiated at an informal tea in a nearby twa
hounn,

The steted purpose of the fraternity is a social one, for intimats azsociation
in ordinary times, for making mevry &t the wedding of a brother, end for
mitual help ot the timeo of need, But mctually the common interest and the
internnl cohesion of the group is go strong that it acts sz a group of
influence and informal powor in the village. There is no stated class lineg
actuelly the membere of the village fraternity all coms frow the middle and
uppes social levels, with no poor peasmnts participating,

Thers are four different fratornities in the village, snd most of the young

men belong to one or the other, The most influential ome is lead by ¥r, C
above, My, C has a rich stors of coomon semse about the modern world, and

sen digouss curremt issuos 1like & college student, He cen write well, and

& very effective public speaker, wirtually a rabble rouser, He has had wide
aonnsction with the middle and lower soction of the looal Bucmintang officisldem,
in the same fratorndty is Mr, X,sho uses his pistol fresly, an underworld

" charecter, His underworld connectioms are in the Pearl River Dalta, heving

worked Ywe ysors for a welleknown badman some 70 miles south of tae village,
0 eera o little extra money. With e few of his fraternity brothsrs he has
orgenized protoction teama to protect some ship sailing through the troubled
waters in the dolta land, He also protects gesbling and opium traffic in
the village as well as in the neighborhood, much against the objestion of
the elders, Still another outstanding meuber is lr, W. He was s poor psasant
by origin who went to Hong Kong sz o poddler of vegotables., Making no
headway in Hong Kong, he came back to the village, bought three mow of land
and ranted ebout 15 mow from others and became a middle poasant with 2 fair
incams. Hs is literate and onergetic, and he wes -, B's henshman,

has besm active in ell publioc affairs of such as the village sshool and
encestral hell mensgement. Now, he is slated by ths Communiss suthority

%o ba the chairman of the village's peasant asseciation.

48 mentioned nbove, the fraternity does a lot of things other than snjoying
sceinl times. The group just mentioned, for instanse, run Joint operation

of fish ponds, renting the ohoinect ponds from the slan property by special
influonce. It jointly iovests in smsll businese operations, such as shipping
amall londs of fresh veretables to Homg Kong, With such eammon interssts

it ie only oxpscted that they would stand together in struggling for influense
end paver in the willage. Their influence permeatus every villege orgmnization,
end novhing without their approval would go in the community, Ia fact,

it wes this fraternity’s influenos, more than any other immedinte and dirsct
factors, that pulled dowm the authority of the elders. In s way, the elders,
with their obaolete Imewledge and experience, are in no pesition #c compote
succeanfully with them, The older gemsration having no oonnections outaide
the village, could only shep asfde. But, whils ¥he Pormer subhors Ly of the
eddoxrs was baned upon the traditions end customs of a steble culture, the

e pover of the younger groups stems from ungtable groups in a rapidly
shifting outside world, :

Batiweo of Kewgtung provines love to dance with the paper lion and the
accampenying gong and drum as a sport, It takes a group to rlay this,
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wusgequently, liem®s clubs are found all over the province, in the countryside
a# well as the oities, And there is ome in this village,

The funstion of the lionts olub, howewer, is much more than dancing the
paper lion, Much more important, st is o placs whore the young men gather
to hirs s boxing toasher and leern shadow boxing end the art of wielding
warious anoient weapons like the spear and swords, It is actually a physical
tulturs organizetion, dancing with the 1ion anly on cersmonial occasions.

In tho encesiral hall, where the lion’e elub 18 lovated, one ean ses young
Tellows doing their exercise in the morning and evoning, This orgsnization
ts egpuoially eommon among the poorser class of the population,

For the present purposs, yet more importent than the function of physisal
cultura 18 the fact that $his 4g 8 fighting orgenisation, The youny fellows
belonging to the lion's slub stand with each cthor in cese of souflict with
others. And the organizetiom is frequently eomnscted with sooret societies.
For this reason, the Communist autharity in Canton recently ordered striet
zuporvigion of all lion’s olubs, and & sbhanded many of them as resstinary
srgeni zations,,

Ths eivb 4in his village doss not hawe any secre® society scammection, so

far mg kmown,. But it is distinatly a link in the informsl power structure

in the sommwidy, The members pluy with real gunms besides sncient waapons,

It wop treditionally santrolled by the slders, . But sbout 10 yeers ago, Mr, X
moved in and got sontrol of the orgenization, Since then, the elders hove
had noe more erganized armed support, At the time of the Communist take over,
the elub etill was going strong with some 40 paying adult membors, snd parents
8til} eend thoir young scne thers for physical developpent,

The villege used to have a militia unit bagsed upon the slan organization,
But when the Jepanese ceme in, this wes demobllized, About § yoars aga,
dr. X gnd a group of young men, meinly his fraternity brothers, organired a
9% villege defemse corps. Whem the Comminiats ceme, the organization hed
about 50 members, with mome 30 rifles, 10 small arme, and two light machine
gung. It war oompletely in the hends of the younger group, subject to mo
ddrect sontrel from any quarter, either the elders ox the government,

The purpose of tho organization 1g stated to be the malntananse of poace

#nd crder in the village, One of its chief functicns is the "protection®

of green crope in the fields, It sollests & protection fee of 10 satitics

of uwohuiled rice from every mow of land im production in return for pusrantes
agedinet theft and destruction by meliociocus people., In case of loes, the owner
af the orop can elaim Payuent from the organizabion., Bosides the protostion
of orops, it also prutects gambling and opium dens in the villege, Beaides
its cwn guns and men, it has oxtansive commections with the underworld in

@he nelizhboring districts,

Up to the tire of the Communist Hajce ovor this organization was the power
in the 7illags, sopable of eamanding obedience and cocperation frau anyone
in the socmmmity, with the exooption of Mg, A mentionsd abowve, With Nr, A,
“he organdzation maintaing sordial rolations and soms degree of socoperation,
“nrough Mr, §, who iz socratary of the orgenipation, the organizaticon alaso
aomes into Soush with the losal Ruomintang officialdom, Asked what he
“hought of this organization, a villager replisde ™Fho darcs to argue with
vhese guys when their hips ars bul sing with guns,”

“he shbove five informal power organirzations funetion with intricats inmbere
focking relations. The seme set of men oxercise influence on all of them,
Tre ok in made up of landlords. p oh peasants. underwawld sharactasrs, men
ath 6Fficial connections and knowigoge of the changiug outside world,
ong of these mem ers pessants rooted in the soil and making an honoet
~iwing Prom the seil, This is the informal power structure of the village
thet eonfronted the Cammunists when thay arrived in 1949 to set up their
uem onder in the countryside,
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shsent Trom the abowve data is the proverbial coumbtry gentry class., If by
pontyy 18 mesnt the class of willage literati who possoss an imperisl sxamination
degres, and who freguent the forbidden laxnd of the yamen, serving as the
Lridge hebtween the common people and the officialdom, then, this eless has
besn sliminmted from the power structurs of the willage fur 20 yeazs., It wus
eliminated by the same set of factors that caused the decline of the authority
«f the 9lders, namely the change of the national setiting that renders

sbaolote the knovladge and connectiona of the old genbry. The imparial
cepmingtion dogroes they onoe hsld is the symbel of a body of knowledge,
experisnes and social sonnections thet no longer function in tho present
world, The clacsice they ave acquerinted with no longer serves as n guids te
morel mad social standards. The officials they koew are either dead or
replaced,

Thers is still the abjeck piletures of the gentry characters in the villuge,
{ne old fellew held a licentiste dogres and was looked up to some 30 yeurs
#po, but he is now finsncially broke, and he iz not allowsd ovem to teach
in the willage school, for people realize what he can teach no longer meets
the maeds of ths modern poried. Noedless to say, he would mot be received
Ty officials under the Nabtionalist regims on sccount of his degroe and genbry
statug. Another degreo holder was wime enough to zes the chenge of the
usviroment, and he lsft the willegs some 20 years ago and made a succeess
an business in Canton. Ocoasionally ha comes bask to the willage to see his
¥infell, end donste some monsy to the willage school. Bubt nowhers doss

he perform the vital funetion whiel was once pasrformed by the gentry elass,

What rose to taks its place ars younger slemenbs Like Ur, C and Mr. X,

who ars oxperlenced in the modern settiung of things, sehooled in modern
literature, and widely comnocted with the new officisldom and men of influenze
(somes of whom are conuected with the underworld)., They are the ones who

find egtrance indo the govermmont offices end bring local issues to the
sificials, serving, us did the geniry, as the bridge between the govermnent
end the unerganized and largely illiterate ocommon people. If part of the
gualification of the old gentry is eduseblon, then the new set that tock

its ploce alsoc possess this qualification, This is one thing the two groups,
the old pentry and the new set, heve 1n common., In & largely illiterate
commnity, the edusated msn heve the weapon of literscy to eid their struggle
for somwumity leadership, & weapon that 1s needed te denl with the government
and the outside world. The coamunity still needs these eduested slements

a2 & bridge to the formal power of the govermment in order to sottls nany
issues mad solwe problems. But, aside from this similaribty, the new set
holds very litvile common pround with the old gentzxy,

8n, befors the Communists arrived, the gentry cless hed alveady been eliminated
by the changing social and politiosl forces of the recent thres decades.
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