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Fror 500 to 600 Soviet tr ops have been stationed in Timisoara (R 16/7 91)
since the ernd of the war. They were quariered in the Former Rumanian Sth
Rifle Regt Barracks and i: private houses. & large Hoviet unit roved inte

the 0ld Transyivania Barr.cks and the lenau Barracks iv the fall of 1949,

A1l vehicles of this unit rere marked with a swallow, In Augusht 1950, the unis
was replaced by a still 1.per anit which arrived from an easterly direction
ard had an obligue (schreigrestellien) white bear cn its vehicles, The anit
relieved deparied westwarlz, {1)

Prior %o 15 April 1951, ti1z Sovielt headquarters controlling all troops in

the Banat wes located or e seubh side of Piata Libertati {Liberty Square),
opposite the former Primeris {fown hall). At the headquart: s were three
renerala, one of whonm wort two shars and the other twe one star each. These
renerale uers atill abt tlr post in o ril 195L. Source did net know of any
inspecticns of the post 1y hirb=ranking Soviet of ficers. {2) e only knew

that one Cemeral Malinowizl, {fmu), stayed in Rumania tewporscily in 1947. {3)

The Soviet military prost readgrarters was in the former Gerpan pust headquariers
vuildirg on Pariserstreel, Prior te Pebruary or Narch 1951, it was on Diaco-
riovic Loga Strest,

soavbered in permansat barracks inshallations and all

All Soviet troops were ;
icers in private hoao 1, The efficeors had speclal passes grantivg them

g

B Je )

liverty to move about, Ir Lste 1950, entire residential areas wers requisitions
od so that all officers ¥rld be billeted in one area. Yost of the Sovie
f-copa were velerans, anc neny of them were war dscorations. It was not
coserved whether any larg. groups of recruits had arrived,

The troops wore equippad wiii both light and heavy tanks. M,hgy
were similar to tanks whic! he had observed with the Sovialf CQUring Tae i Luak

rhage of Vorld War II., The ieavier tanks mounted a revelving tuorret snd & gun
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without ruzzle brake, ALl of the ban''s ohserved were marked vith a rod stan

[y

and a three=dirit nurber en their turrets. The tanks &id not have AA machirg
suns, Howsvor, the troors were equipped vith numerous AA fums of about 76 mm
without muzele brakes. Some of these junsg were persanently emplaced ab the |
new airiizld and near the flunbting VWoods in Tirisoars. Several STern AT puns |
vizre also observed. Mo other artillery rieces, rociet launchers, or heavy ‘
mortars were seen at the post. Tears of twe scldiers each wore venen.ely zeea
carrying a weapon consilstiag of a 1r~ varrel, sbout tuwe meters long
bubt=like deviee or its ergi. and convase—covered tolt wochanisn !
the butt., his wearon oroduced g vy sharp ro"m"c when
it was fired at the ranre near the Hunting Yeods.

e larpe~scale raneuvers wora chgarved during the summer and fall of 1750.
However, alnost ever:; ot': v day during the second hall of Yareh 17%1, traiaiage
exercices for part of the troops from the nact, lasting one vhole niyht, vors
held in tne area teoward _-a:.ai"z (2 16/1 81). (‘un. ire from heavy vearcns and
detonaticns wore heord from this arna. Soviet droons were also seen "rachice
1'15 street iring with bHlonk awruanition in the oubtskirits of tho city in cariy
1951,

)

<

The Scviet breops in Timiscars received rabticn su?“,’i s, and prcba’*l‘"f POL
suprlies from the Hunsnian autborities. There was ne Soviet supply adrministration.
£ railroadman sbated that the Soviet troops in Tirisosra received one trainlnad

of fael monthly.

The Soviet troops in Timisoara and Suzins were parte of the sare ‘“"Jj(‘!‘ unit.
Ty Apeil 1951, the troors in Buzias moved inte lnu wpoden barracks brildings
newly constructed in the swuthwesiern sector of the towe. The billeding
capacity of these quartors was ro.ghly e.?tmated ‘st 1,600 troops. Buzias
resldents stated that the weapoos of
trooss were stationed in Buzlas.

the troogs included tanks. Mo Remanian

icles in the bordesr towns
of Jirbolia (Y 7/T 52}, Ctelsc (R 16/T 60), Deta (¥ 12/Y 97), ond Derta (¥ u*
97V o L usonian border juard wnits with reen gervie
celer wore stationed in this sector of the RumanisrsYuroslsv Lorder, T.zem
border puard personnel nccumsa:’ tha Torwvord line of a system of fire trenches.
In aﬁdltmn, here ware thres rore lines of trenches with bunkore-irpe dugouts.
In late Yarch 1951, sovrce observed that the line farthest from the border

vias occupied by military nersonnel vhon he coa]d not 1densify as wither Runanian
or Soviet. Local residents, howeve: ted that Soviet iroors noved inte

this defense systenm for the irst Hise in Jamisry 1951,

o improvement or enlargerment of the hi
the Yuroslav border was ooserved, nor were
supply hases, Mo reasures indiecative of pre'pa\" t‘o‘" 5m" var wer-»... ucew in the
border area. {lowever, the population of T*-vismar" ngs in a sbate of alaro

on account of the allepred —oversnt of Soviet troors into the dafenss system
along the herder. ot even during d Soviet
troeps occupied the horder aren nenr Tiriseara,. Civilian resideants were at
liberty to move about in a circumierence of 30 ko avround Tinisoars in the
direction of the border. However, persons who rad urgent reasons to enter the
border area vropor could do so o vhan they had recsived special iission
frov Bumanian state security authoritivs.

he Tito=Cominfors cricis in 19LS ha

¥

In tre f2l1l of 1949 Soviet tronm s soved Lo arad (i 16/0 16). Thay proba blv
moved toward the west in August 1950, as the froops in Timiscara did, ) In
April 1951, Soviet officers vearins tant ers il t‘q red

service color wer~ obearved in frad. Source learned in Arad !
were also stationed in Lipovs (R 15/7 3h).

. Hovied troons
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“hen new Soviet trocos apprared in the Banat in August 1950,
observe any noticeable traffic heteeen these new trocps and
staticned in the border arsa of southeastern Hunpary .,
however, that Soviet units and vehiclos would cross the Hunanian-lun;arian
horder at will and without any clearance from national authorities,

En route to Bucharest on 23 Varch 1931, _I‘ive Goviet officers
and 20 to 30 NCOs at the Craiova (R 33/3L /a 83) railroad stotion, The presence
of a Soviet RTO at the station indicated definitely M th:t o military
post was in the Craiova district, In Bucharest, N ¢ 2 v traltic
of Soviet military vehicles, He confirred that a So headquarters was in
the Arbassador Hotel in Bucharest. Letters received in iugust
1950 stated that new Soviet troops had justim uhe Ducharest area, A
member of the TARS (Rumanian Airlines Company) to §ce that Soviet troops
vere also stationed in Ceastanta (R 53/5L /5 7). did net know of any
other Sevist troors in Rumania or aay otlicers’ names or APNs. (6)

Relations between Soviet and Rumanian troows were very strained. Mo Joint
exerciges or maneuvers werc shserved, The military pest training ares and
target ranges were used Jointly, but alvays at different tines, No Soviet
instructors were observed with the few Rumanian wnits in Timisoara. Sovieb
and Rumanian officers met only for lectures and other recrestionsl activities
at the Soviet officers! club on the west side of Libarty Square, There was no
contact vhatever botween the Soviet and Rumanian enlisted rersonrel.

the Tove oo epaving Tinisoara, [ ..
the large CFR workshops northeast oF the Fabrica railread staticn, Tirmisoara,

weold be vacated, allegedly to furnish additipnal billeting space for the
Soviets.

The Soviet military units in Timisosra employed indigenous women as charwomen
and kitchen helpers. On general principles, no Rumenian workmsn wers e rloyed
in Soviet billeting areas,

The sale of city plans, maps, or picture posteards was prohibited in Timosears
although there was no ban on the purchase of railroad timetables. Letters

to addreszees abroad could be mailad without restriciions, Apparently there
wag no censorship. Only registered ledters had to be delivered unsealed to
the post office, and the sendors required to preduce their idantity cards

and be registered. (7)

Cmeﬁgq

In general; the informaticn on Sowiet troovs in Timisocara and on the 2xchange
of troors in 1949 and 1950 confizme prapioueerc: . I
In October 1949 and April 1950;“ reported & high-echeloa
Soviet hasdquarters in the former Rum nian corns hec

south: side of Liberty Square, opposite the town hall,

on the

dauarters puilding

(3) N cb:bly reforred to 1arshal RoYolalinovski, Inasmuch as Malipavskl wes
is

commanderwinechief of the Transbailalefnur 0 in 19h7, it inprobable that

he held a military appointment in Pumania at that tire. Ile probably attended

a commenoratic~ in Romania in his capaclty ss former commander-in-chiszf of

the Second Ukrainian FPront. This was the reason given in Rurmanian press dispatchos
for hiis subsequent visit to Bucharest in August 1949, Press rescrts dated 1949
and 1950 stating that Marshal R.Y. Ialinovski had assumed command of the v
Rumanion Army and a report IS stoting thot he was in Timisoara in late
Kovember 1950, have been refuted. Yelinevski is still carried as commianiere-in.
chief of a high~oechelon command agency in the Far Eaﬁa
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Frevious reports st ted that Soviet
ed between the fall of 1949 ard

trop s in the Craicva area were algp reiat-
swwer of 1950, No informatien is available
on the strengih and identity of troors who arve belisved to be stationed

in the Cralova area at present. Thove have been no rarorts on rodation of

the Eowfet troops whe are belleved to he in tie Ducharest arsa. All reports
available indicate that an unidentified Soviet division is stationed in the
eastern pertion of Homania, Compare with information covering the pericd of
winter 1950/1951 b one seurce frem Draila.

On the vhole, I cc~"irsed previons estimates on the Soviet 03
situation in the Danab. It has thus beon fairly delinitely estabiishad that
one Doviet division, vrohably the 24 Cds Yeez Div, was transferrad frvenm the
Banat to southeastern Muncary in 1949 and/or 1950. The flg 2¢ {ds Fecz Div may
have previeusly been located in Cralovs, vhersas the "eadquariers of the une
identified division now carriad in the 3anat iz belioved to be located in
Timispara. The question vhethor snothhr Soviet divisicn is now statinnes
the 3ucharest area rust remain open, The ftroops thore are provably onl
units or ARA units which are anbordinate te a hirh=achelon Seviet coxm
agercy in Rumania. There is no doubht, hovever, that anothor Scviet division,
vhiose nurerical designation awd T/C have not been detormined, is located

in the eastern vortion of Rumania.
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