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The following i presented as the point of view of eortain
officiale in the Sorbian Patriarchate in Belgrade in reference
to two mejor politico-religlous problems. The Holy Synod was
scheduled to meet this suvmmer in Belgrade,

1, The Holy Synod has as one of its tasks the problem of normalizing relations
between the Serbien Church end the State, and also promoting the Churchis
gupport of the regime. To this end, the Holy Synod should put forth a re-
solution to establigh a now church law, for insertion in the consbtitution
of the Church, to the effect that the Church will assist the Stete's programs
end dovelopmwent. It would Lo pointed out that the Communist sharacter of
the State will in no way interfere with the cenons and the constitution of
the Serbian Churoh. Supporteras of the resolubicn would present tvhe

following erguments:

ae DLven thougn, sccording to the constitution of the Yugoslawr
Pepublic, the Church has been separated from the State » the
Serblan Church does not exist outside ‘the State s but on the
contrary it lives and works within the State and must BUp.

’ 1 port ite

Yo  All rombers of the Serbian Orthodox Chwrch are slso members
of the State and they are bound to fulfill all the cbliga«

———

tions of a citizen. They must 8l)l conform to the laws snd
the constitution of the State, '

The State, on the other hend, is under obligation to esteb-
lish appropriete laws to provide for the safety of its
citizens and thefr property. The State must also provide
its citizens with the means and essistance o develép culw
turally, morally and economically., In this respect, the
State must support the religious educstion of its citizens
and chould not interfere with the desire of ite citizens to
fulfill their roligious obligations, This document.is hs
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The second main problem to be disoussed at the forthcoming convention ig
a delicate one concernming the Orthodox Church and the Psoples Republic of
Vocedomis, A decision of gsome kind will be made to effect the seperetion
and insure the indepondence of the Macedemian Orthodox Church from the
Serbian Orthodox Church. Clorgymen in Hacedonia who are supporters of
the regime-sponsored Brotherhoed of Orthodex Clergymen of Macedonla are
seeking, at the suggestion of the regime, the followings

8. The recognition of the Chrid archbishopric as the secat
of an autonomous orihodox church for the territory of
Yecedonise.

be The establishment of the Ohrid archbisghoprio with four
episcopates at Bitolj, Skoplje, Debor and Strumica. The
COhrid archbishop would hold the espicopate in Skopljm and
ostablish & vicarial bishop in Uhrid,

6o The ingtitubion of the Ohrid arcibishoprie’s owm, indepen-
dent Holy Symod which would be ecwmpleotely administered by
the Orthodex Church o? Macedonie.

If Mucedonian wishes are met, then the only link betweon the Serbian Ortho-
dox Patriarcheto in Belgrade and the Ohrid arvhbishoprie would stem from the

' Ohrid archbishop's recognition of the Serb Patvisrch and the citation of his

name in the archbishopricle religious services.

The Holy Symod of a lacedonian Orthodox Church would opem, &8 soon as possible,
o geminery in Ohrid or in Sv. Naum, to which it would semd its Vacedonian
clergymen. Purthermore, the CGovernment of the Pscvles Republic of Macedonis
would immsdistely opem a theological faculty in Skeplie which would be coan~
duocted in the lMacedonian langusge.

25X1A 25X1A
Comnent: I
o ormation on the Serbian Patriarch Vikentije

Prodancv and his relations with the Yugoslev Government.
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