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The High Gommand of the Armed Forces

The high command of the armed forees comes under the Ministry of National
Defense, which has as its chief Iieutenant General Poter Panchevski, a

.Bulgarian who was a former Soviet officer and
The actual commend and direction of the army

wilitery academy in Russia.

who gradusted from the

is in the hands of the militery section of the Central Committes of the

Bulgerien Commnist Party,

The functions of the Minister of National

. Defense are more administrative and political than militery. The actual

25 YEAR
RE-REVIEW

nilitery direction of the

armed forces 18 in the hends of the Chief of

the General Steff, The Minister of War or Minister of National Defense R

has three assistent ministers who ars &lso generals,
following known divisions:

~ Headed by a Communist
pattern of the Soviet counterpart.
Communism in the armed forcee and
alse conducts party espionage within the armed forces.

National Defense has the

Political Directorate of the
this division is organized on the
It is cherged with propagandizing

a,

of the Minis

and dismissals from military service are effected,

The Ministry of

general,

- In this division appointments, promotions

This division also

ie charged with the issuing and dissemination of military orders.

Afrforce Division
Armored Division

h. Neval Division

Infentry Division - Formerly ealled the Infantry Inspectorate.
Artillervy Pivision ~ Formerly called the Artillery Inspectorate,
Signals Division - Formerly called the Siemals Inspectorate.
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i, :&g;%g Divieion - This division is charged with the formulation of
scholastic programs amons the troops, plans, rules and regulations,
conduet and supervision of militery schools and establishments, and
all those on active serviece who have stipends of ome kind or ancther.

j. M Justice Division - This division is charged with the super-
vision and operation of militery courts, military jurors, and militery
laws and regulations,

k. Sustenancs Divislon - Equivalent to a quartermaster uanit, this division
is charged with the supply for the armed forces of everything they o
nead for peacetime snd wartime use of the troops, and the supervision
of the militery factories and workshops,

1. ceg Seni and Veterin Division - This division is
charged with the meintaining and establishing of hospitals, aid
centers, and furnishing the individual soldier with sanitary materials,
Tt ie also charged with furnishing the army with horses.

m. A group of sections as follows:
1) Ordnance Section
2) Militery Cemetery Section
3) Foreign Militery Attache Section

Mobilization

The pescetime composition of an infantry regiment is two battalions, which

in time of war are augmented by an additional infantry battalion. The

same composition is true of the other branches and srms. The drafting of

new soldlers, the mobilization of reserve soldiers, and the supervision of

the reserves is accemplished through the medium of so-called military districts,
The entire country is divided into approximately 30 such military districts
which in twrn £111 quotas for all arms and branches. The first and second _
military districts are located in Sofis in the former barracks of 1 and 6
Infantry Regiments, respectively. o

The bringing of units up to table of organization strength is accomplished
through the so-called territorial system, as follows: If, for exemple,

1 Infentry Regiment from Sofia needs additional troops, it will eall up
soldiers from outlying districts, and in & similer manner Sofia residents
will in turn be sent to gerrisons far from Sofia. There are two redsons
for adopting this system, One is that An case of war,the casualties will
not be from the same town, city, or ares; and the second reeson is that the
Communist Party does not fully trust the mass of Bulgarian soldiers.

Attached to every people’s coumcil (mnicipal) is a speeial section for
military service and labor service. This section keeps records of all
youths in the entire commnity who have ettained their seventeenth year;

and each year, in the vieinity of the municipel courthouse,lists are posted
with the names of the youthe from the district who are eligible for military
service, This is dome in order that each yomth can check the 1iet himgelf

The eorrected and completed lists are then sent by the people's council to

_the appropriate militery distriet. After receiving the 1ist the mild

districts form so-called draft commiszions composed of the follouing:
2. President - who is also the chief of the militery distriet 1
deputy chief of the militery distriect, SHrel or the
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b. The president of the people's council,
¢. A mumber of doctors and a representative from the Communist Party,

The youths are called up by the people’s eouncil who pass them on to the
draft commission. The draft cormlssions are mobile tut ordinarily stey
in & more central, heavily populated town to which the local youth of the
surrounding area report. »

Upon appearing before the draft conmission each youth muat £111 out a

large questionnsire which conteins many types of questions, ineluding

name, date of birth, family and material position, income, specifie place
in 1life (leborer, farmer, small, middle or lacge bourgeois), his entire
blography, membership in any organization, conmections with the Fatherland
Front, what members of his family have suffered from the Fatherlend Front,
and similar data, After filling out this questionnaire, each membar is
given a medical examinetion, the results of which are written on the back
of the draft notice by the president of the draft commission., The comments
put on the back are either OFS (good for field service) or GNS (good for
non-field service); in some cases ™ot acceptable® is put on his record,
The president of the draft commisaion also is charged with assigning the
individual to the erm or brench vherein the youth should serve, depending
upon his questionnaire and the need of the verious units within the ermy,
The youth, however, 1s not informed of the location where he is destined to
serve,

Cne month after the draft commisaion completes its work, various eontrol
commissions come into being whose job 1s to agein review each queationnaire
and take up special cases, much as, deferment and request for change of
category. They also consider people who have been considered in past yesrs
unfit for military service and who may, by now, have been properly hospi-
talized and cured. University students come under this category, as they
mst obtain deferment for each scholastic year. Between one and two months
before the youth is ordered to the berracks he is sent a draft notice which
designates where and when he will appesr for duty.

Reservists are trested in the same manner end through the same chennels.
Each military district keaps apecial dossiers for sl1 reservists in which
are entered all dets concerning the reservists which have been obtained
through the Voenna Osvedomiselna Slovzhba (M11itery Tnformational 8ervice),
especlally concerning his political life. Every member of the reserve is
equipped with a "voenna knizhian (military book), which is red for reserve
officers and green for non-commiseioned officers and soldiers., In this
book are entered all the data concerning the reservist and the mmber
assigned to him in the reserve, as well as the exact location where he
will go upon being called to sctive duty. During 1948 a large scale
examination was conducted of all reservists in the country to re-evaluate
their politieal reliebility, The draft commission interviewed every case,
even the prisoners who were reservists.

At the end of 1950 the Government established special examination comigsions

for reserve officers. These commissions were stiil conducting their work
at the end of Jamuery 1951, Former officers of the old army were exemined

during time of war to command fighting units, It was the opinion of the
reservists trought before these comnissions that the Government is trying
to screen all reservists who had been let out of active servi ce, because
the army was very low in trained officers,

The equipping of mobilized reservists is aceomplished through regimental
supply stations. In time of wer these supply units will be moved into the
small towns in the area where the mobilization 1a taking plaee, Besides
these regimental supply depots there are also the divisional and army
depots. At the present time one large army depot of clothes and shoes is
located in the village of Chelopechene, nesr Sofia.
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Training and Mill Schoo.

The Vasil lLevekl Military School in Sofia, trains future regular infentry,
engineer, signal, end cavalry officers. Admission to this school is based
on competitive exsminations; each candidete who appsars before the board
of exsminers must have finished high school. The present oriteria for
entrance are far different firom those established right after 1945; many of
the officers serving today have little or nmo education, These officers
may or may not have gredueted from grade, grammar or high school, After a
one-year course in the militsry school, they are appointed directly as
officers in the army with ranks frem lieutenent to general, depending upon
their guerrilla activity and the confldence reposed in them by the
Communist Party. They also must have a recommendation from and hold
membership in the Dimitrov Union of Psople's Youth.

During the fall of 1950, when the new class was being inducted into the
military achool, not enocugh epplicants had epplied to fil1 the quota and,
therefore, many candidates were orderel to appesr for competitive examins-
tions by their respective people's council, The people's council would
then automatically send the youths to the school to become "kursanti®

{the neme for what wes formerly called & "yunker"). One example is the
case of the son of & certain Mr, Petrov who was a pro-gymnasium teacher

in the Aprilov School located on Shipka Street, Sofia, The teacher wes a
non-pertisan and non-political person, but hie son wes sent to the militery
school upon orders of the 5th District Teople's Council in Sofis and wes
sponsored by the people's representative Tvenks Georgleva. This was done
despite the youth's specific request thet he be allowed to study engineer
ing in the polytechnic school.

The course at the Vasil levski Military 3chool takes three gears. During
the first year a general study of military metters is underteken, as well

8s general infentry preperation., During the second yesr the students sre
sppointed to their variocus branches. Throughout the entire course extensive
politiesl indoctrination is effected with the ideal of establishing a corpe
of politically firm officers. The present training schedule at the military
school 1a such that a student rarely has any time to be by himself, During
the summer the school goes out into the field for three to four months to
practice practical field problems, mainly in the ares of Bankya, which is
nesr Sofis, The students who have compleled the course et the military
school sre promoted to the rank of junior lieutenant.

The Artillery School is located in the building formerly housing the Reserve

“Off{eers School in Sofia (lozenets). This school traine ell artillery and

anti-sircraft artillery officers. The curriculum and method of operation
is the seme as that of the Vasil Ievall Military Sehool.

There is a tank school in Botevgred which traims future tank officers, as
well as non-commissioned officers, mechenics, and other specialiats of
the armored forces., The chief technical advisor of this school 1s lajor
Nachko Poushkov, All training at this school is done with the Pussian
T.-34 tank,

An sviation school for officers and noncommissioned officers is located
in Kazenluk end has branches in Karlovo, for fighter pilots, and Boghurishte,

At the Naval School located in Stalin (Varna) the naval officers for the
fleet are trained.

The Mristo Botev School for reserve officers is located in Turnovo in the
barracks of 18 Infantry Regiment and the former JNon- Gommissioned Officer
heserve School, This school trains reserve officers for all branches of
the service and quelifications require that each candidate must have

~ finished high school. The school lasts one yesr, at the end of which
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time each candidate is ment out to various regiments for mractical work
until the end of his service. Because of the lack of qQuelified officers,
the highest scholastic ranking reservists are often informed that they
have been chosen to remain on active duty,

special courses for the training of sergeants ars conducted, lasting firom
five to six months, During this period the sergeants are placed in charge
of training lower ranks. At the terminetion of their term of service the
better sergeants and nonpeomnissioned officers are allowved to remain on
active duty if they so desire.

The Higher Mlitery General Staff Academy is located in Sofia and maintains
its quarters in the Vasil Lovski Military School. This academy is responsi-
ble for the training of future general staff officers. The candidates

mst undergo a competitive examination, requirements for which are that

they must have served between four end five yeers ss officers and have good
recommendetions from their commanders. The course is three years long and
the program encompasses strategy, militery geography of the Balksns, tactics,
administration of troops » Mobilization, transportation, with speeial emphe.
sis on tactical problems and military maneuvers, Until the begimming of

1949 all tactical problems were mainly attack problems sthich essumed that

the Bulgarian forees were three times stronger than those of the adversery
and that there was equality in air strength. IFrom 1949 on, the problems
have mainly econcerned defense, under the general essumption that the
adversery 1s three times stronger and possesses air superiority, During
1950 the maneuvers included officera from engineer regiments who partici-
pated in the defense games, The present teachers in the acadeny ars mostly
former general staff officers from the old srmy, who mmber about 60 persons,

military academies. At the present time there are approximately 100 Bulgarian
army officers who have completed courses at such Rusaian acadenies,

The training of the moldiers is completed in each individusl regiment, The
individual'as training lasts from three to four months, during which period
the following topics are studied: weapone study: tricks with weapons;
battle conditioning of the individual soldier; range firing with rifle;
1ight machine-guns and grenades; general military information, including
militery courtesy and discipline; study of the military goide book; garrison
duty; and politiesl preparation, Generally each recruit vho finishes sueh
& course comes out as a very good soldier, who kmows his weapons and how

to fire them. Tach soldier during this period firss approximately 150 live
rounds of ammunition, After completion of basie training of the soldier,
the units then proceed to squad, platoon, and compeny training. The units
are assigned to various camps towards the end of May and remain there until
October, at which time they again return to their proper barraeks. During
this summer period'each unit undergoes battalion, regimental, and divisional
maneuvers in conjunction with the verious other armed services. During thie
training in the £ield much attention and stress is placed upon the political
Preperation, Training of specialists is accomplished in each regiment by

significantly, the eérmy released many of their non-commissioned officers o
transferred them into other service and repleced them with well-trained

Qigcigline, Morale and Recreation

Subsequent to 194/ the Commmnists pirposely allowed a certain laxmess to
exist in the army, Today, hovever, an extremely raw and strong discipline
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1s being enforced; for the smallest infreetion of regulations the soldier
is severely punished. Just as it does with the eivilien population, fear
rules; and this fear is mainly instilled by the politieel commissers, A

soldier who is caught complaining about enything is placed under arms with

full field pack for a mmber of days, during which he mst stand et attention

with his full field pack for ome or two hours daily., This punishment is
usually effected out in the sun end in the middle of the parade ground
vhere everyone can see and lesrn a lesson. Other punishments sre the taking
avay of leave and pass privileges, gaxrison arrest, post stockade, or
stripping of rank, The stripping of rank also applies to officers, who may
be reduced to the lowest rank within their category; thus 2 captain ean be
reduced to a second lisutenant. Punishmentsalso include gernishing a
portion of the pay; sending the person for a specified period to bhard labor
in mines or supervision in mines; working in quarries; or working in the
fields, There are special disciplinary compenies for this purpose end

the Communists use these to & grea’ extent. Time served in punislment is
not considered as militery time, &nd, at the end of onets sexrvice, the

days spent under arrest or dstention mist be served out. The Communlst
authorities do not recogmize the doctrine of not punishing an officer in
front of his subordinates, For axemple, during the month of January 1951

& group of officers from an armored regiment were punished by the garrison.
chief before the entire regiment, They were forced to do elose order arill,
caligthentics and roll in the md in the courtyerd of the barracks, As a
result they became the laughing stock of the regiment,

There are two kinds of leave grantad by the Bulgarian srmy, town leave or
home leave, The town leave is usually for a certain number of hours in &
city or town, especially on ordinary holideys. Home leave is usually
given for a period of ten to fifteen ¢ays. In comparison with the old
proctice of the Bulgarisn army, the prosent lesves are very short; in
Some cases a soldler hap not seen his family for ome or two years., The
reasons for this are:s to keep the soldiers prepared for battley and to
rrevent the soldier from observing at home the unhappiness end misery of
his loved ones and returning with an enti-Commnist disposition,

Bscause of extending the time of service, soldlers from the senior classes
receive a cortain amount of monetary compensation, usually between 2,000
and 3,000 leves & month, to help their families. To the extremely poor
famjlies the people's couneilssend morey or food products. The amount of
money and food sent by the people's councilsis, however, exiremely minute
in quentity and merely represents a symbol of what Commumism is supposed
to do for the family; therefore, such families exizt in extreme nisery and
unhbeppiness,

To reduce passes and leaves to a winiwam, soldiers are taken in groups to
sport festivala, cinemes, or theaters, Besides this, each unit has a
sports group which erranges compe“itions with other members of the unit
and between unite, In the army there exists a so-~called soldiers' theater
which visits garrisons and gives verious rlays or sends small groups of
actors, musicians, or dancers tc the barracks. They also use a limited
rumber of movies, This entire program of reereation is undar the direetion
and control of the Folitieal Directorate of the Rrmy,

The majority of the soldiers stem from peasant stock end they btring inte
the army the spirit of unhappiness present in the mass of the peasantry;
they are fully aware of the foreible taking ewsy of their fathers' lend

and the forming of cooperatives and that the government is teking food

from the peesant population who have laboved g0 hard to ev tivate this
food. They are also aware of the fact that their fathers or brothers or
other dear ones heve beenmnt to concentration comps or prisons. One of
the reasons for prolonging the term of service and using harsh

diseiplinary mcasures is in an attempt to suppress and control eny

desire for rovolt. The new officers are eapecially harsh with their troops,
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Despite the continuous propagenda and political training, the morale of

the soldier today is extremely low and the situation will become worse when
lerge new mmbers of unheppy citisens are inducted into the service, This
is well known to the Commnist suthorities, tut they can do nothing to
wipe out the besic reason for this unhappy frame of mind. In order to
combat it, they have set up a rogime of terror by which they hope to keep

-the soldier under control.

Rebellion on the pert of individual scldiers is inereasing. As an example

of this, during the summer of 1950 two candidete non-commissioned soldiers
officers of 22 Infantry Regiment in Tupnitsa tore off their stripes in
front of the entire regiment, tore them to shreds, threw them on the
ground, and stamped on them as an exyression of dissatisfaction against
prelonging the term of service. During the sumwsr of 1950 a Trudovak
officer, from the Radomir lebor battalion,was celled a kulak's son by

the commending officer, a major; tha Trudovek took his spade and cut off
the major's head, after which he d/sappeared into the hills,

June 1950 in 13 Infantry Regiment a conspiracy of 30 soldiers was uncovered.
When it was discovered they were hiding weapons. & ‘portion of the group ran
awsy and cressed into Yugoslavie, There wes also a soldiers!' conspiracy
in en armored division, Ancther recent conspiracy ves made up almost
entirely of officers who favored Tito, Under present conditions and
considering the morale of the troops, it is almost a certeinty that, in
the event of armed conflict, d’ssension and rebellion within the Bulgarian
arny will be on a much larger scale than anticipated.
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