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The followlng background infeormation has been _on the labor 25X1X

situation in the banana zone of Colorbia:

Syndicate organization in Senta Msrta and the banana zone has alueys hed a leftist
orientation and Merxist leadership. The so-called Socislist revolutionsries '
vho directed the tragic bonena strike of 1928 became Commmists after 1930

and continued to direct the labor movement in the area. In snite of dimirdshed
nroduction of bananas during the wer, the Commmmists meinteined control of the
weakened labor forces.

Uhen the snlit in the Confederacion de Trebejedores de Colombia (C70) oceurred
in May 1950, the Megdelena delegrtion remeined with the Commmist cr Inderendent
CTC 3 as 2 result the Federaclon de Trabejadores de Magdalena (FIM) and the
banana workers® unions rffilisted with it remcined in the Indemendent CTC,

In order to strengthen the banana work:u:' unions, the Indemendent CTC

nlammed to nrencre a series of demonds coleulsted to unify all the workers of
the zone and to nromote & general strike. Cerlos Lrias, rresident of the

"TH, Domingo Zemore, and Martin Comargo, all Commmunists, were resncnsible

for carrying cut the nlan.

Some nrogress ves being mede in the imnementction of the nlan, esncelally

in the union of emmloyees of the Sevills Fruoit Commany, but it was interrunted
by the denarture of Carlos Arias for Durome cnd the srrest of ' emora end
Camargo, who are still in jail. The absence of these labor leaders facilitated
the intervention of the Libersl CTC, vhich sent its president, lMenmiel Dinz
Henricvez, to the zone, He wes able at least tem~orarily to werken Comrmnist
inflvence, and os a result the threct of a generel strike hes considerably
diminighed,

The Sindlecto de Breceros de Scnta llerta, which ordered o strike egaingt six
banann-nrodveing commanies in the Scnta larte section on 18 Jamery 1951, to
enforce demands for a wage increase and nrotest hiring of non-union uorkers,
is not effiliated vith cither branch of the Confederscion de Trebaiedores de
Colorbia (C1C), or with the Federscion de Trabajodores de Magdelena (FIM),
and is directoed by a former Corrmmist, Jose de los Sentos Chesin,
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