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‘were seen in the air, (2)

was about 300x1,000 meters and was surrounced by a barbed wire fence, Eight

An airfield was located on the southeastern perineter of Laranovichi
(53%¢G 11/26%20 F), -hite lussian 35R, just south of a double-trach
raiiroac line. ihere were no buildings on the landin; field, which was
a lorre meadow. Up to 6 biplanes  Which made individual flirhts, wore
permaently porked at the feld, {1)

Fliring sctivity indicated that anotlier airficld was about 5 km farther
north, posuibly north of the double~track railroad line. There were about
60 to TG three-story log-houses ®n the woods between the ficld and the
tovm, north of the railrosd line. They were occupied by an @iy force unit
of ateut 1,000 men, inelucding about 300 officers. The urit was allegedly
assigred to the airficld about 2 lm avay. Individusl twine-engine aircraft

4 el dump with a single-track railroad siding leading to the dowble-
track cain line was in the same woods nortinvest of the loghouses. = The dunmp

filler pipes leading: to the underground tank installations were cn each side

of the railresd track, There were some terporary builéings in the eastern
section of the dump. OSoviet civilians said that these buildings were former
Gervan instalisbions, Gasoline and lubricating oil were dravn from railroad

tark cars. [bout six or seven tank cars srrived at the Curp daily and vere
imvediztely emptied. Thoy regularly left the field at noon, The fucl was

havlec away Ly Studobaker tank trucks daily, Forty tauk brucks werc scen

one day, ‘Lost of the drivers were air force scldiers wearing bLlue epaulets,

he largest postion of the fucl was probably transported to tie two airfields. (2}
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The civilian airficld south of warsnovichi was grassland aboub
1% kn squarc. There were no builcings. The {ield was probably
an auxiliary [ield of the military airfield about 1 ¥m wway. 7The
erdire area could possibly have been one larpe field. About ten
biplaves which practiced take-offs ant loncings vcre narxed on
the northern cdge of tie ficld. The flying persocmnel arrived in
trucks fror ihe direction of the military field. Soviet civie

i 1rborers said Lot cermercial plangs took olf Iron the Tield

1
re vlerly. (13

=3 PN

The adjacent military ‘airfield, on the norih, was an imrroved air-
Port. ilost of the hangars ¢né buildin.s were destroyed. 4 soviet
construction battalion ¢id reconstruction work at the field. There
wmn an o-s runva, avoub 6o to 70 netors wide, There verc six des=—
troyed¢ hangars, Tro-thirds of the quartering facilities were earth—
bunkers 206 viooden temporary puildines, and the rest brick build-
incs. There were voundary lishts. OSource and otlier Pus estinated
an occupction of about 300 aircraft prior to June 1947. “ccording
to Pus, fomer oir force soldicrs, the aircraft were Tirhters, bome
vers, nd =2 biplares. Lostly formation {lirhls vere rede.  The
tmopart Look ol f in three. [roups, each of 27 pisnes. froul four
or five Ti:hters flew between ite {roups as escort. FParachute
Jumps Srow LorbeTs, eipht to ten men jumping from one plcne, were
oceasionally observed. The parachutes opened within about onc-third
of the f2ll, whick was between 800 £nd 1,000 meters. (3)

e
)

Sov' et soldiers of a penai unii had done large-scule construction

wor in the weshtern section ol Lhe military airfield since the sum=—
mer of 1940, Large concrete mixers =nd trucks lLoaded with concrete
anc. boulders conbinually arrived 2t the field. There was a railroad

smr track. (L)

The airfield southeast of sapanovichi had a doukle-track spur with a
losding ramp. The ficld was vordered Ly woods on the south and east.
1ot eivilians said Lt the northern half of the iecld was occu—
picc b, Geyrman AT Porce soldicrs Curing the war. A damaped hanpar

was i1 tie norllern sectlon. Large~scale construction viork was in
progress in the northeastern section oi the Pield. Jetween February
¢ June 1949, a freirht train loaded Wit boulders arrived almost
daily on a Gouble-track railrozd siding which led far into the area
of the field. ‘

1

Lt loast six multi-story sir force barracks verc ‘K)C}f)‘wTe{}%lh%i(rld ard
the town, and west ol the roilroad line, In 19L9 the barraciks vere
chiafly occunied by sir foree olficers vho were truczed Lo the field
daily. 7/ Soviet labor service unit, q;arteréd in four brick build-
in-a nesr the air force quarters, worked at the [ield each cay.

I'~toon Lecember 1946 and Toy 1947 flichts were o individuaily,
auC ~lse in formations of more than 170 T1-2s. Uicht firing at
sicove sarcels was practic-¢ in connection with searchlight training.
(6) Letveen February onc June 1949, there was no flyirg rith T1-2

rowx: attack sircralt. Twin-engine Dou las planes occasionally took

A

¢ activity was alnosd completed in Felruary 1959. wource observed

Tt fuselopes ond wings were transported to the loacin, ramp ¢n¢ loaded
Mrtears ln sideracks. ietween Larch snc June 10uP, a

Tred Lt train ol aboul fine to eirht heavy flatcars it sicerscks arrived
Gt tn lescin ramp every few cays. On encl, crr was a ior e crate about

| | 25X1
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5.7 an¢ londed at the rield.  LenGing ond unloacing activity was inlen-
sive o1 the 100 metex loading, ramp of the railroad sidiug. Fellow s
snte ihat Oisassembled IL-2s were loa. ed cnd shipued avay in the winters
L
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1 meter wide anG high and as long as the car. The crates tad two
apertures in front from which wing roots extended about 1 neter.
Srall wheels vere fitted umler the crates lacilitating quick un-
loading. Tractors towed tle crates to the airfield, .iass, both
crated ~nd uncrated, vere also unloaded, two Jrom each car and
piled up in front oi Lle rom. Labtor Ller were towed to Lhe aire
Lfiele by trucks cuwd special wractors, it was oceasionally noticed
thal dimazed crates coubaince fusela,es which scemed to Le very
stubby. After early April 1949, the first assembled aircraft took
oif from and lended at the field. The planes whicli in wing shape
were similar to Me-109s delinit.ly had no provellers. The fuselage
was very stubby.. They made local 11 his of cbout 10 to 17 minutes
an¢ had & loud and roarim, noisc. . 'n enrly Agsril not morc than one
plane was seen daily, bub zlout lirie ilay, 3 to 5 planes practiced
flyin: every day. No lommation flichis were seen, (7)

orrents.

{1,778 1s a civilian airiield which =ins probebly used as- a disporsal

Jdanding field and training field by an air force unit.
Tre inforpution confirms 2 provious revort as to the location of
tie temporory barracis buildings @i the fuel dump in the woods
between the airfield and tle town.
The sletements on the field and e occupation prior to late 1SL7
acree with previous reports. At that time one fiprhter unit and one
berber unit were definitely stationed zt the ficld.
The incornation on improvenenl work at the field aiter the summer of
1945 was supplied by an informant of the second source who personally
sew the field ior the last {ime in June 1947. lieconstruction work
wes Leing done on the hangars and buildings of the former airport.
Trese are the latest observations that the air force barracks build-
in: s were reconstructed by 1949.
ire nireraft obs:rved, definitely IL-2s, were scen by source only prior
to l'ay 1947. Later all sources reported bombers and fighter, and in
1660 only fichters ¢nd trainers.
Tre infornation bicl si. le-engine sirceralt arrived at the field after
Liereh 19L9 is belicved to te correct. The statement that other Pis
allezedly observed shipments of IL-2s is dpubted, since, according to
five previous reports covering the period up to April 1949, cnly fighters
bembers and biplares were definitely observed at the field.

- 1%t is
believed cortain that the unit av the field was re-equipped with jet
airera’t after ’pril I9L9.
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