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Lt the outset of the Viet Iiuh occupation, the population was decidedly
anti-Vict E.Zinh, beecause of the complete isolation of the villaze and the
cutting off of exterior commorce. .. blockade was imposed, vhich even
prohibited traffic with lJam Dinh. The Viet ifinh placed heavy empha.si.s

on, industrial self-sufficiency., Only the absolute nececsities were to be
imported, and the people were even expected to make their own clothiag,
uor:r’)lete self-reliance was envisajed alter the industrialization of the
country, when there would be no furthor need for importa¥ion of any kind,
There was no atteupt under the Viet :'inh, however, to put into eifect the
much discussed land reform.

Secause of the essential poverty of the country, the Viet "inh emchasized
the nececssity for outside aid until such time as the Vietnamesce cdild
becone self-suificient. It was on this basis that they persuaded the
people to cooperate with the Chinese, The Viet winh explained this
alliance with the Chinese by sayinz that the latter would remain only
until they had helped the Vietnamese to become established,.:

«hile at the beginning of the occupation, Viet Ilinh propaganda was aimed
at the nationalist aspirations of the Vietnamese, Commmnist propaganda
increased steadily. The greatest advantaie alforded the population during
the Viet I'inh occupation was the opportunity for both old and youn: to
dearn to reads "‘ho Viet lZnh published a newspaper, and books on Communism
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and Communist theory were available in all the storces. o Look on the
United 3tates or the othor eapitalist countries was allowed in the village,
During the six nonths of french occupation, no local newspaper has been
published, and cven newspapers from lanoi are wrohibited.

e ost of the inhabitants of the villare ad never heard thie napo of the
Cormander-in-Chiel of the Viet Jdnh lrmy, Vo lguyen Giap; and the
intellectuals rezard him as a "Cormmmist promoter." o Chi Tinh, on the
other hand, remains o national hero to everyone, und is still the groeat
selling woint of the Viet .inh.

5. During the oceunation, the viet I'inh disturbed only those villazors who
were actively opposed to ilo Chi I“inh. +lthough the jnopulation inecluded
4 good many Catholics, twho were especially anti-Viet Jinh,  Viet [ imh
troops were always cocrect in their behaviour. The oceupation was in no
sense a "reign of terrort; there was no double taxation, by both the
Viet linh and the Vistnomese, and the taxes were Just. -Taxes wore imposed
primarily on businesses, aspecially rice sroducors, and not on the land,
The Viet .inh carried out rice raids from tine to time, Lut the people
ware always paid for the rice taken, Althouzh they were paid only 75 per-
cent of the market price for ricest the neople soemed to be inmprasss
by the fact that they vere alia s asked For the vice and paid for it.,
The Viet Jdnh explained that the rice was talken for the cauvse of independence,
and the neople were convinced that the Viet linh worked for thcir wolfare,

6. There wero tvo Prench raids on tha villaze during the Viet . inh occupation,
onc a year and a hall ago, and the othor six nmonths later. Althourh
thirty viet inh guerrillas wrorked as farmors in the viliace, the Vistnamese
refused to identify any ol then to the I'reach, because of fear of re)risal,
but seinarily beeouss of their dislike of the i'renech,

7-  The TFrench burned the villae in the course of the second rauid, and uade
Prisoners of ten of the vilia Jers, none of thenm Viot Jinh, The Nidsoners
were released three months later, and the Trench Linally oceupied the
villaze in .oril 1950, with a foree which included no Vietnwmiesc trocps,
The behaviour of the French troons, rasing and looting tho villasors,
convineced the people of the superiority of life under the Viet Ilinh,sses

8. The French insisted that the leadiny citivzens of the villaze eleet "chiefg! 5
who were to maintain liaison between the Prench and the neople.  The
"ehiefs", usually chosen Iron anon the leadiug citizens thouselves, lived
in constant fear of Viet “inh reorisal,

9. Under the rrench, the home industry idea was discontinued, and the .
vnder the French, the Viet inh attempt to incroase loecal industr, was
discontinued, and eomieres wag sesumed to s me extent. Comcree was to
a preut extent controlled by the Chinese, howevar, who brought zoods in
from Ilanoi, and forced many of the villuzers out of worl » hile under
the Viet !inh, the villazers lacied certain things, notably nedicines
and Iuronean style dress, rice wag 29 percent cheuper thon under french
control, and life was considerably less tonse,
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¥  HEEConent. It is widespiead belief omong the Victnanese that
the Chinesc will remain only until they have aided the victnamese
: to expel the Prench from Viet lams
25X1A
et _Co‘.memg_o The viet Zinh paid 3,000 To Chi Cinb piactors for
rice, whon the purket priec was 1,000 piasters. b that tine, 10 o
Chi "inh piasters vere equivalent to 1 Indoclinese piasuer.
25X1A
e I Cowent. This is at varianco with other information resurding
the behaviour of Irench trooms, and is indicative of the success of
Viet Tinh propaganda in oceunied villazes,
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