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1., Through his comnections in the Guatemalan Army, source learned that the
Army wished to place an order for Czechoslovakian small arms and ammunition,
At the same time, refsrence was made to a "previocus shipment o Czechoslovakian
arms” that had already arrived in Guatemala, but which the arnmy spokesman
said had not been ordered by the Guatemalan army. Cource added that this
was the first time he had heard of the "rraviocus shipment® of Czechoslovakian

arms into Guaterala.

2, On 29 August 1950, source acquired ancther bit of information which he

believed might throw some light on the shipment in question. A friend of

source had been talling with cne Franeisco Yorales, a member of the Fartido
beeion Revoluelonaria (PAR), and notiei
to see it., lorales showed it to hirm, and source’s friend noted th:t it vas
of Czechoslovakian ranufacture, and that it was new, Ilorales said that the
gun had cost the PAR about eighty cr nt
tuted by them to eortain Party rembors.
arrived in Guatomala as a ccnsignment of ~edieal supplies dirceted te the

s

Ministry of [ubliec Yealth, Souree said

ng that he was woaring a pun, asked

naty dollars, and had been distri-
Yorales added that the guns had

that in his opinion tue arms rrobably

had been shipped either out of Hamburg, Gorrany, tc Tew York and thence to
Puerto Barrios via the United Fruit Comnany, or cut of intwerp, Belgium, to
the port of San Jose, Guatemala, via the French Line.

25X1A

, Copment: If Czechoslovakian arms wore shipped to the I'inistry of
Public Health as medieal supplies, it i
should be token to disguise the shipmen

legitimate for the Guatemalan go

without such subterfuges.

the authorities may have thought it

s curious that such precauticne
t, since it would be perfectly

vernment to buy arms from Czechoslovakis

In the opinion of source, the rossibility exists
that the Guatemalan .rmy refused to act as a cover for this purchase, £nd

best to disguise the shipment to k eep

its uvltimate destination from becoming public knowledge.
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CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with the
fetter of 16 October 1978 from the
Director of Central Intelligence to the
Archivist Bf the United States.

Next ReviRRIAVedoFor Release

2000/05/18 :

log

N




