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Ugo Le Malfa, Italien Minister without Portfolle, recently made the
following observations on the present political situation in Italy:

The Americsn stend vis-a-vis the Xorean situation hes had the effect of
strengthening ths position of the Italien Govermment and of the Christian
Yemocratic Party. As a result of this, the reactionary elements within
the Christlan Democratic Party have been aivocating a policy based on

the following twe poluts:

a. & complete modification of the Government®s proposed social and
sgrarian reforms; and

b. The foerming of a one-party Christisn Demccratic Government.

Premier Alcide De Gasperi opposes this recctiomary tren and recently
had a discussion in this connection with Amintors Fenfani, former Itallan
Minister of Labor, and "one of the most prominent reactionaries in the
Christisn Democ atic Forty.®

According to La Malfa, De Gesperl had planned to extend the present
coaldtion %o include the Italian Liberal Party and the Unitary Socialist
Party. In connection with this, unofficial discussions betwsen the con-
terned parties were already under way. However, becotse of the incrsased
reactionary opposition to such a plan, De Gasperl felt that perhaps the
wisest course might ba to agres to an experimentsl one-perty goveranment

on the assumption, as he himself confided to La Malfa, that this experiment
would fall =nd would serve as a lesson 0 the reactionaries who had advocated
it. The non-Christiasn Democratic members of the Government, however, warned
De Gasperi that such an experiment might Jeopardize the victories already
scored over the Italian Communiste and wonld be risky in view of the approach-
ing elections. There is, therefore, still some hope that De Gasperi, uwho is
himself fully aware of these conslderations, will continmue his attempis to
eliminate ths reactionary opposition, thus avolding the formaiion of a one.
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La Malfa believes that, if the Itulian Government retains its present
status, the Itzlinn “ommunist Party will continue to loss ground and

will be forced to transfer its attenbtion alnost entirely to economic

issues, where ths Communists unfo rtunztely have good arguments in
their favor,
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