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1o The Commmists in Guatemala have not nade any persistent attempts to
penetrate the Guardia Civil, according to source, The director of the
Guaprdia, Colonel Victor Sandoval, who is a brother-in-law of President
Juan Jose Arevalo and a man of moderate ldeas, has sincerely tried to
maintaln the efficiency and non-political character of the Guardia,
vhich is almost entirely a career organization,

2o In the cvent of 3 viectory at the polls for Colonel Jdacobo Arbenz in the
forthconing presidential elections, source bolisves that Arbenz would
replace Colonel Sandoval, The possibility of his appointing a Guardia
director more favorable to Corrmndsm ie “he best opportunity for the
Communiste to gain influence in the organization, in the opinion of source.

mﬁﬂa The Cuardia is a national police force similar to that

25X1A 3o in riany Latin American countries. It has police jurisdiction over
all the territary of Guatemala, operates its omm radio station (TcR,
Yoz de la Guardia Civil), publishes its owm bi-monthly magazine, »nd
operates a police school, Also s 1t maintains a very small intellipence
unit, although the Cuardia Judicial, which is conmpletely independent of
the Cuardia Civil, does rractically all plain-clothes investigating in
the country, At the present time the Gunrdia Civil has a total of about
four thousand ssven humdred men,
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