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1. The Free Lav movemont now i larpely dominated both politically and mili-
tarily by Viet Einh elemerds, who also are supplying some financial and
25X1X  material support to the Le:s B rocontly, Rouen (sic), Nzuyen Duc
Cuy’s deputy, Tran Van An, nd certain unidentified Lao leadors held a
meeting in Udon.

2, The Free Leos claim contrci of two sizeable mreas in Leos, each comprising
sgveral thousand squeare r!les,+*» Recently, the Free Laos liberated Mong
Singh. Communizcation bet:sen the two areas cleimed by the Free Luos is
depandent upon Ho Chi Min. Government communication chennels, which act
as re’ay statlons. The ¢»munications agreomant was mede with Prince Soup~
hanavong in Bangkok.,#»%

3. Thal officials in nortlrast Thaeilend recently have adopted a more aloof
attitude toward the Vi rnamese in compliasnce with Thai Government ordors x***
The Thai officials, hcowsver, still are in sympathy with the genersl move-~
mant of liberaticn fro the French rule.,

4. The Thai ond Lao popuation Pavor the Viotnemese liberation movemont. Al-

though thece i3 some 7ear of business competition from the energetic Viet-

25X1X neniese, the native nhabitanis get along fairly well with the Vietnamese
and resent them muc! less then they do the Chinese

Viet Minh elermmts fear and hate the Thaj officials in northeastern Thai -
land. This atsit.de is a new development end resulted from the recent Thaji
Government resti otions on the Vietnsmese, which included the closure of
their schools. 'wo prominent Viet Minh leadera stete that Thai officiels
now are cooperztliyg with the French in ths capture of Viet Minh members
attompting to ent r Theiland,=¥»%* Individuals captured are turned. over
to the French. ‘73 Viet Minh lesdaers promise to teke revenge on the Thai
officials at an :pportune time. :
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.Viet Kinh members are staying out of local politics. They prefar ths

poiitical philosophy of Pridi, particularly his Pan-Asian policy, to that

of Phibul. However, the Vietnamese are entirely concarned with maintaining
their position in Theilend and with pushing their own political aims, thus,
they are avoiding anything which would seem to be an alliance with dissi-
dent and out of power political fections in Thailand, which would only
gerve Lo jeopardize their position and further alienate the That Government,

The Vietnamese in Thailand live quietly, are obedient to Thai authority,
and do not display the aggressive attitude of the Chinese.+**=*z One of
Tran Van An's functions is to sce that the Vietnamese obey the Thai law.
The Vietnamese ere employed in various capacities, except as sservsnts,
The Viet Minh organieation forbids the Viectnamese to work as domestics.
The Vietnamese are most successful as farmers, mechanics and laborers.
Their success is attributed to three factors: as political refugees with
ne financial resources, the Vietnsmese were forced fo work to exist; the
Vietnemese charges less for his services as a laborer than the local in-
habitants; finelly, the Vietnamese do their work with thoroughnsss.

Ths Viet Minh orgamigzation in northeastern Theiland apparently receives

its entire support from the Vietnamese populstion in the ares A
substantial portion of the contributions appear to be voluntar

Laborers are reputed to save up to a quarter of their deily rice ration,
which they sell and turn the proceeds over to the Viet Minh. Members of
tho profesaional class are said by Viet Minh leaders to give up to 50 per-
cernt of their income to the Viet Minh oreanizetion. According to the
Governor of Sakon Nakhon. only two percent of the Vietnamese refugses favor
the Bao Dai Government.

25X1A « I Co--nt. For previous reports on the relationship be-

25X1A tween the Viet Minh elements and the Free Laos, end on the resis-

25X1A

25X1A

tance movements in Cambodis and lmos,

% EEE Comment . The areas claimed by the Free Lsos have not been
located., Presumasbly, the Laos are claiming nll the territory not
actually ocoupled by the French.

25X1A sas g Commant .

‘contain information on the relations between Prince Souphanavong

25X1A end the Ho Chi Minh G‘O'Vﬁrnmento

25X1A

==+ [ Corment. H further information on the
25X1A attitude Mcxa 3 voward the Vietname in rnorthesstern

Thailend. oports on Vietnsmese personalities and scti~
vities in northeastern Thailend.

25X1%**** I Comment. Tnstead of cooperating with the French by intensi-

fying. restrictive measures apainst the Vietnamese, the Thai suthori-
ties would do well to adopt e more lenient sttitude. In sc doing,
i% sesms probable that the Vistnamese ill-feeling toward the Thai
would be largely eliminated and the possibility of Vietnamese co-
operaetion with the Chinese would be avoided. Actually, the Viet-
namese are the most feared and effective businsss rivals of the
Chinese. Therefore, if Vietnamess friendship can be gained by the
Thei, the Vietnsmese would serve as a valusble counterforce to the
Chiness in northeast Thailand, in the event of unrast.
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LAAAL -g:_)mmenta Although the Vietnamese in northeastern Theilsnd
are peaceful at the prossnt time, they ere slways a potentisl
danger. They number from 30,000 to 40,000 individuals, including
women end children, who are unified through the Viet Minh organi~
zation and the common desire for national fresdom. Intense Viet-
nanese dislike of the Thai Govornment is increesing as & result
of the Thal Government cooperation with the French and the adoption
of restrictive measures, such ss, the closure of Vietusmess schools,
the prohibiticn of religious celebrations {Annamese New Year), and
the sdoption of apgressive police sctions. Viet Minh propagands
is extremely effective and widespread among Vietnamese raefugees.,
The propapanda stresses the qualitites of unity, sacrifice and
obedience, Lut avoids the mention of Communism. If the Ho Chi Minh
Government wants bo teke eggressive action against Thailand,
apparently they can count on the full cooperetion of the Viete
namese in Thailand.
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