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AILS OF THE N, DEMOCRATIC EDUCATION

I. < FwDUCATION OF THOUGHT:

By its victory, tho Revoluticn of August 1945 had dome avey with the dual
yoke of the Fremch imperialists and thsir Indochinese lackeys. Still the
liquidation of our political bondags did by no meens entall an eradication
of all vestigen of French domimation in obher spkeres. Omne of the domailns
in which the enslaving influsnce of French domimatisn wes most deeprooted
was thet of thought and knowledge. This wes vy tho August Revolution has
raised the urgert problem of weeducation of our people’s way of thinking.
In other words, our natiomal culbure also calls for a swesping revolution.

Referring to the msed of an "imbellectunl revolution®, some people would
ergues ‘'low could the ovil infinencs of French dominetion be improssive
upon our peopla’s minds if no Viet Nem == lot alome the fow who chose to be
enslaved ~- ever tolerated the wosful crimes perpetrarad by the colonialists
for so many yoara?"

Such, howsver. was not the mse. It is mot true thet all those who
bated and repudiated French rule hed rid thomselves thereby of the invisible
fetters vhich French imperielists kad clepped down upon their judgment,
their understanding, their worlting methods. and their conccption of men

and things.
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4 Other neople would opine: %Sivce French rule is ro more, why should
we not bulld upon the foundations they had ipid, enjoy a cultural past fuill
of achiovenmonts, and reke use of e schools end wniversities they had set
up? Both our present program emd school verms muss ronain the seme as before,
since they have been framed by scientific minds aceording Yo the inelienable
prineiples of aducetion vhioh still sre prevalling in all civilized cowmtries®,
or they would sey: ™ihy shonld owr knowhow of medioine, pharmacy, public
works, agriculture, law and other things bs rubbad out end cast amy if it is
strongly based on both remson wud expsrience, if i1t is the very eritarion of
vatural and etermal truths amd whils no wew tasos brve boen found as yst to
replace the old onest™ There is mo denying thot these oplmions mey lheve .
cone from poople whoss sincority is nct o be doubbsd, who are for an 2ll-oul
support of tho war of resistonce erd the vatliopsl raconstruction, who are
propared 1 meke evory saerifice in order uo opnsure the liveration of ths
comtry. Nonetheless, it must bo stressed tlnt Shese paople are gbill closely
asscciobed vith the metaphysicel logles, the waltoruble way of thirling
which ars heirs %o a superomauetsd education which indoed bas soma benring upon
our everydey works end activities. Fach time o cheage was proposed which
aimed at hmrmessing & branch of art or soience to the serving of the lnterests
of the peopile in gronter pumbsre, the zame “objecbors™ would hesitate, fearing
lest the "inviolable®™ principles of ke olid Psystem of thought® should be
hurte 7o revolubionizs our peoplets ey of thimking will,, therefoze, be a
loug stending, perceveren$. systomeiic, seif-~conzistent, conbtinucus, and
epergetie vndorinkings

é

Why will it teke time %Ho caryy ouwh that revelutior in our country?
Firets beecauss we have lived %oo long wmder Prensh domiration. Fronch colonial
rule hed gore a long wey in burning neerly oll of us jubo ressive-minded men
whoge chief busimeos in life wes o serve the onslaving purposes of the
imperialisiss The whole French-imporsd educatisn wes speurhended boward a
mique goal: To birn each Vietnanese imbo & dochle ssyvanl completely woid
.0f 211 initiative, of all sritical sores, and stending alood from realities.
Begidec, French aducotion even nowy is being regerded as logying fer bohind
that of other progressive matioms. The inpact of Fronch eoducabion upon the
thought and deeds of such govsrations as hed studied iongoest under the Frensh
rulo was great and foreible.

Socondly, the mein featurs of Vietwem soelety wae the absence of almost
all indusirisse Townspeopls wewre buv & herdful ag comparod with the rural
-porulatione Furthermore. the mejor pers of the uwrbon population was made
ap of ci7il goxrvands, small twedespoople, and small orefiomen. The romaloing
90% of tho population lived on agriculburo. And 65 most pessant end favm
lakorere live far opart, end since collective 1ifs was waknown, they had no
desirs for improving their roubine wizk, end theisx inslght lacked dgyuthosls.
In short, Vielmamese society was o rotty bourgools sooloby, thet is. an open
grovnd in whlch tad habits could 4uke roobt and develope

Thirdly, the Viet Mam iugust Kovolubion wes 4ifferent Prom the
"linssical® revolubions which hed tlron plnce elsewiers in ths world. The
Freusen Bavolubion of 1789, for ome, ned cocwrred et o tim when capiielisnm

,'W&Eéaa.zae»«uua@ooawuuamuneouoseoumaeoaeeo
Before the Fronch Revelution, the culture smd oducation of the French
bourgeois olasa -~ which came inmso baing under the Tommissence - had
already developed imbo a powarful current wikh Doscertes?t ‘theory of ratiompile
ism as 18 vasls for thinking and with the 18th sy encyclopaedists?
teachings as its whebabone.
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The ultimate goal pursued by the bourgeois class of tho French at the
end of the 18th century was to seize power. But the French Revolution, while
aanding over the reins of govormment 0 the bourgeois also put a definite end
Yo an era of scomomic, social, and cultural developmemt. Such was not the
case with the Viet Nem Revolution. Frior o August 1945, French administroe
tlon was monopolistic, ocppressive, end subserviemt from the regpecilive points
of view of ecomomic, politicel, snd cultural iufluences. Under such a regime,
@ new approsch to nature and to Iife was the privilege of but & handful of
wmdorground revolubtionaries. To seize powar for the Viet Nem pec ple mwms, in
faeb, bub the first step toward am alleover transformetion, economic, political,
social, sultural, as well as militarye

Only by assessisog the true semse and direction of the August Revolubtion and
by assuming the vasks it assigned tv exch of us, can we hope 4o materialize i
national independence end unity, to promote genuine democracy, and the lasting
welfare of our peoples

If, therefore, we are %o build Up & new nation end & new way of 1ifs, we
mist nc longer use the old tool, thed is, the old way of thinking. Education,
an inportent part of natiomal activity, must assume the tesk of furthering
the transformation of thoughte It comnet Pulfill this hard bub glorious
task unless it tukes steps %o transform and to straighten iteelf firste Im
other words, it must proceed +to inventorize all the ugeless, backwmrd, and
‘decayed learning dispensed by the Fyench-sponsored educational systom. It
must have the courags and mcans necessary to move over the old educeliomal
valus, 4o kick off all that ie imndequata, and to retain and improve onm a&ll
thet way holp to spsed up the progress of the psople.

Fourthly, the Viet Wom revolubion was & psople’s revolution having the
people as its motivating power; the sovereigauty it restored was also the
people ‘s sovereigmty. The backgrownd of this revolution was, therefers,
full of teaching, and it was apt to cetapult the march of evenmts in our
coun’@y. The rasults obteined vithin a given pariod of timo in the present
war of resigtance, in e given bremsh of activity, ere quickly overtakem and
outrun by realities. Thus it came sbout that the achiovemsuss recorded
were wnble to meet the demands of the peopls which increass daily both in
mmder and in quality. A convineing evidence may be drawn here frem our
wartine education. Compared with tho year 1947, the number of schools,
pupils, and teachers in 1948 was wany times greater end yet the movemens
for study among the people and the youth now working in public sarvices,
psopis®s organizations, and the ermy has developed %o such an extent that
the education ministry once wendored how G meet all these demands. The
number of books, newspapers, and pulbiications is much grestoer todey than ever
before, sinca each war zone is having its own papsr mills and book shops, and
y8t reading materials have so far proved imsufficientes Thres years ago,
people would be pesved at the sight of old folk above 40 yeors of ags going
to schoole Today anbi-illiteracy courses in many villages are atiracting
hundreds of old menw and womens not & few of them sbove 80 or 90 years of
agee. Aftsr completing the enti-1iliteracy courses, people insist upon con~
“oulng o0 learn.

With regard to the spirit of today®s educetion, a momenitous chapge has
nlsc been recorded. Two or three years ago professors or teachers stili

" could allow themsélves to tecch history or geogrephy out of old text~tooks

along the oid coumfused lina. Today the thing is unfeasible. High school
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pupils both of the middle and uppsr degrees who ere daily watching the march
of evonbc ere looking upon Shings end life with a new eye. The thirst for a
new kaowledge is permeating their minds as the influx of sap from the people
is increasingly felt among the youmger generationse

It is plain, thercofore, that the meed for a transformetion of thought
haz become imperious and that the failure o meet It may cause the peopls to
lagz far bahind the revolubionizing realitics which are racing forwerd like a
vidal wavec

I, ~ PRAINING OF NEW FLRSONNEL:

Geuerally spoaking, all ths persomnel working in public services under
Froneh domingtion were vniquoly trained to be obtedient executors of the
mesters’ orders bub not leading cadres. Lven at the higher levels of the
adninistrative ledder, Indochimese officlals of cqual poeitions %o the Frouch
had to nobte bitSerly to their Fremch "eolleagues™.
since we must personelly take up ths task of rumnivgz our sovereign state.
Under the new raogime each official must bs an agent of the poopls’s govermment
whose peliey he must carry oubt %o the full. This calls for a mew, unclouded
idan of our deilly basks, dvlles, anrd rosponsibilities. Todey the old dlis-
erimiration between the chisfs, the clerks, the “orderlies™, end the "coolies®
hag completely disappearad from 21l govermmen® sarvices. There are only
solleagues and collaborators each hoving his own dutiss ewd responsibilitios.
Trg divisicn into hisrarchical levels is only designed to deal oub works
according to each ons's abilitiss end responsibilities. This does not mean
lack of diseiplins bub inctoad tkat discipline is pricsed higher tham 1% ever
was befove, that the old "auwbomatic”, soulless discipline which used to be
meintaived by grim sanotions, threats, or displey of authorlity must be ruled
ots and superseded by s solf-comsclous and solf-convircing disclplines

Today the respomsibilities shouldered by all publie officials ~~ whatever
their stands snd posibions -= avre heavys. It may be comforting in this comnse-
tion to recall President Ho Chi Mimh's words which dated back from before the
stert of the war, when he underlined ths responsibllities and also appreciated
the Gignity of government officisls: “Tho-sdninistrative mechime™, he said,
“is just like a clock. The govermment is like %he dial; its persomnel is like
the whesls inside. The dial is the omly part of %hs clock %o be seen at first
glance. Bub, in fact, if the hands turn unceasingly, it is thanks to tThe
wisels inside."

Years ago meny officlels haed worked often oshontetiousiy omly Trom fear
of the "chiof® fear of missinmg their promotion or of being fired by the ®boss™;
or if they did not wanit sither to toil or %o be dismissed, they would resord
e bribvery. Today our goverpmsnt officials are not working out of fear of
anybody's "euthority" bt instesd because they want to carry out to the full
the Gasks enbrusted %o them by the govermment.

Thus the forsmostv tesk to be carrisd out by eduvcatlonists of Yho new
school in training new govsrment persomnel is Yo clear ouk the old bureau-
cratic spirit end habitss

Years ago officials were tho closs of psople or whom French prassure wes

the lwaviest and resdisst because they depernded eon the bosses for thelr owa
subgistonce, and because thay had purposely boen itreined as obedisnt servants.
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1f; ‘therefors, they chemesd o witness or 4o be submitted themselves te
unfeir treatment or humiliating oppression on the part of the rulere, thoy
sowld nniy smart under their superiors' rebuffs without any other means of
rodiress or revolis

Todey govermment officlals are the living embodiment of matiomal honor
and dignity and, therofore. could noh sasily be opprossed or bribed eithsr by
imporialists or traitors. ihy? Because our lives end the lives of doar onss
and the fatsof our enbire paople mo louger dopend upon the lendgrabbers®
whing. ZFech official must, thersfove, prove himsoll to be & farvent patriot,
must look upon ths prospsct of losing nmationnd indopandenes es something
hunl Biating cnd revolting end must stool and bolster tho will to fight end
extormivate thy aggressers end thely lacleeyss

fzxb, the new officinls,. whothor Shay Lo working in the administrative,
teehnlcal, cr social services, mast keop close coantacts with the poople as e
wholcoe Yomrs age the imperinlists would either shul® the youth end ths
intollectuels with the idsa that thay wers e separats class, She highest in
senioby, the "alite”, or would ween thow frem inguiring - oven out of
ouzfosily « Iubo other branchis of aciivity them the owe in which they weres
ssrving. Tho new persormel mast heer im mind thet only by linking up their
own activitios with those of the pecpls can thoy succeed im increasing the
atficiency cf their works. Iatelloctusis, workers, though playing a prominent
pars in rebional life, ero only a part of the peoplé. Indeed the building up
of & néw socleby will nob be possidic withouts the participation of the
intellectual worlters. On tho other bend, without thu activities of other
sociel slesses the intellectunls cowant hope %o achiove anything worthwhilso
This leads ue to considor the interdependence dotvoecn theorsiical learning and
sotunl realizeation. gSoecial scbivitics must be besed on and zulded by well
frsmed theories. Comversely, sediel metivitics must serve €5 Pountain hoads
of theoretleal rsasgoning.

The bagk of the mew odusation in thie respact will be to trainm owr
persomneld Yo think and sct aceording to tho eckivitics and wy of 1ife of
the whole peoplo.

lastly, Sthe spirit preziding cvsr ths treining of new persomsel nust
materialize in the will for progross of officials holding some leading
vosiltione in goverment sorvicos. Theas people wust constantly inguire end
shudy im order Go lumprove bobth thwir cribical semse nnd Shelw workiag o o o
] L o » ” a o a & o Q- 9 L3 o Q « o L o Ed L o e o o o o o 2 > o @ €« o 3 a
over their dosks from dewr %313 dork end follew slubbornly the same old stiff
methods of working whieh, evsa though they were applied comscientiousiy,
camnot push ahsad the glotal work of 4he comnualty ov of ths nation.

0ffice vork under Fremech ruls which was omecubive im mature could not
anecurage or stimulate the oXficisis. Today %ho rature of nffice work makas
A% possiblo for offiecials to go conbinuously forvord. Thus having a cleay
sonsclones of thair own responsibilitics, uowing themselves 5o be holding
& definite positvion in the etrupgle For astiomal emuacipation, officinis will
bo eble Yo, and must of weesssity, go ahomd if thoy comstantly intorweawve

thelir daily life and activitios wikh hose of the penple ab large.

T- = EUILDTNG A NN CULTURE OF THE PEOFLE:

Bducetion is the foundation stone of cultural 1ifs and setivitios. Firet,
bacause befors sniering any dafinite branch of ecultmrs = sclenoe, philosophy,
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5rde etes, the intells etunl werkers must pass through the school of the campus
Joxl the warks hoing done by most officials in ths varicus branches of culture
are elogsely comcatod with education. A large mumber of scientific workers,
mgineere, artists, philosophers, ets., are teaching eithor in the wiversitics
or the high school; or thoir works are belng diffused as toxt-books,

The prominent role of ednention consists at the same time in propagating
ond furthering knowledge of 21l brenches of cultwre und in pooling the knowledge
‘nperted by each separate braneh. Besldes, the contivuous imtorcourse between
aducation and culture is not nechanical or pessive bub vivid, dynemic, and
conttructive. It is the asymthesie of mtural eand sccial sciences waich spring
up from the practical 1ife of ths pespla.

The mature end role of sducation belng thus dofined, we must look upon
suoh theories as "education mmst remain routral”, ®szisnce must stand abovae
2dl olee”, "art for art's saleY, ®culivve must ot mingle with triviel life®,
abee, a8 more sophisms.

The so-called elcofness and insuletion of culture end zducation wers but a
pieca of falschood end doesit, boccuse ey never reclly emizhed anywhere in the
world sinee elaess society cawe inte hoimge Now indesd can w9 speak of Maeutrality”
or "aon-irierfereuce? in educa.tion wiken in 21 the gohools and universities of
western Earops awd America molerielism as bsen rulel out as a part of modern

phillosophy as a pallosophical %heory? Caa scienco really “stend high above all
clse” when in the same wostorn Furopzar couairies iths theory of evclution of
species thought out by Darwin nad besm k2p% fin ecld ctorags by all soverumens
schools for wany decadssy

Bow ean we presenbiy spoek of & “mgutral cducation® whsn pupdls in all the
2cheols wndsr Frouch rule werw taullit for helf o comlury that the leadsrs of
the Teyson movenent were "hamdit obb of6% that Do Thom was hinself a “rabel®,
shat Fremca's conmgquest of Incedhina haé tesn motivetd by ahe parsecuiion of
“hristiern miesloraries, what whe Freash were exportizg their "elvilization® to
our eountry, 8%c.?

How oan we speak of o "noubral sducation” when She reesrd of tae last
lnmdred ysars of Viet ¥am his%ovy from the begiuniug of French rale up te
the August Fevolubion - hed basn repieced in cffisial toxt wooks by voluble
apprisels of "Prench pretsotion® sud by slanderous evuses against our patiomal
narogs?

How cam wa speek of secience ond culture es Tatacding high sbove all else™
&8 Yzo% mingled with trivial [5fe" whom in all ths former Hslerite Inboratoriss
and alilke in todey's Amsrics seiemtists were emd 54211 ere moling atowmic bombs
14 growing bastorie for the varavngses 5o exberminele menkine, while other
so~oalled selsubists or thinkers were working oub such theorios as ths
ruperlortdy of ho German vace uver ohler reces or the cmnipoience of tGhe
United Stedest

Other psople mey says YGolencs, culbure, erd Yhe like bave no natiopal
routlors, since Ghey only krow aud sarve hvmenity.” New sais theory which
apperently purports to be humsnnitorian ig, in faet, iohmean nnd eri:inal be
sauea 1% may cause some so=called “aslertific wori 2P o Jump over indo the
cnemy's cowp and shout back, e ave serving humenditr becauss we ars tonding
the slick or malking weapons for pecpla to fight. The fact Shatb the psopls
W9 ere servipg hoppon to be the Fremsh imperielists ithemselves does nob
chanze anything.®
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No, that's 2 lie! Yor soif-respecting scientists and othor men of
culture only serve e civilized and progressive mwanity, ome thot sets as

life. They are not to sorve a bandful of greedy and brutal men whose sole
aim and conceru arc to oxploit, cppress, and slay the peoples of their owm
countries; of others, %o destroy peace, to pile their fortunes upon the

s.eat and blood of other people, end to indulge ia rovels and lwury while
hﬁ.lfs,oenuv..aceocoma-an*uenaoa.uo‘mcoone

mein advance.

The task awaiting any new democratic education is, thorefore, to help
in building a natiomnl culture, & sulturs of the people snd for the peoplees
Such & ouiture is by no means coloriess, sleamsed of all political hues and
tints, e "moutral culture®. Suoh a culture is impossible bscouse i% is
vareale lhat people were wont to cail "pure reason® was only the expression
of the discontonted souls of a hondful of artists or thinkers seeking to con~
sole their individvalism by raibling into the wethingness, the "borssome
roalities” of life.

This discontont wms Holeorabie under 8 decaying capitalist ragime, a
noment when scionbists, artists, and writers, disgusted with the disintegrated
bourgeois culture, were wt umable o find out the notivating powsr capable
of bringing forth e now culture for hunanisys

In our country today, while the seceds of thet inchoate culture which
were sprouting ot the *ims of %he bupust Revolution are blooming under the
cross~fire of the var for aationnl liberation, such “runevay® theories and
ideas must be held as rexctionary and es indicative of their originators?
deosiro to shun their duties as of tlzense The new education must leed up to
8 culture deeply concernad with tha realitioes of 1ife and with the very fate
of ‘the nation.

Weithor should the new culivre be & more rehash or rehearsel of all the
‘tenchings or expsriences imperyod by previous gencrations and by foreign
psoplec. Instoad we rust digest o1l the imowlcadge of scisnce, art, and
thought made aveilable by owr forerumiers and thon weld up a new and
synihstic knowledpe of our uwns The new culture our people ars craving for
must be abls not only to explain but also to transfowm nature, not only te
rocord, Lut eiso to ifiprove and vefirs humen Toaso0Nn, sonse, and
sansibility.

Ir briaf, the new demoeratic sdveation must be so framed as Lo be
eble Lo build a culbwre interningled with the peoplets daily 1ifs, drawing
its inspiration from the poople. and: above ali, to transfomm and improve
the pecple’s living conditions.
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PRINCIPLLS OF THE NEW DEMOCRATIC EDUCATION

I~
”’?T’“

“.@ have said in the forcgoing that the prirary aim of the néw democratic
education is to bring the people as a whole, and especially the younger
gonoration, a mow way of thinking, e new understanding end & new spirit, so
that they may teke an active and useful pert in the war of resistance and
‘the national reconstruction.

The lines alonmg which the new education should go in order to atbtain
these goals must be ot once firm and flexible. The new education must lay
heavy stress on and coordinate the %trend end the laws of the general evolu-
tlon of the world on the one hand. end the specific laws ruling over the
evoluticn of our people at the present stage of our history on the other
honde

The dialectic coordinntion of these wo factorss: people apd mankind,
is on outstanding feature of the new democratic rogime.

The education which best fits and symbolizes the spirit of the new
demoeracy - because it leads straight up to the foregoing goals - nmust be
et once national (of the people), sciemtific and popular (for the meny ).
But how are we to apply these three principles to culturs and education?

Io = A MATIONAL LDUCATION

s The study of history stirs and ‘empers natiomalisme

First, a national education is cne which undertakes to impress the mind
of the youth with a cleer and dignified idea of the origins of their own
peoplec; to acquaint them thoroughly with the national traditions, the
sufferings and the glories of previous gonerations in their struggle for
national independence and £resdom; stir in them o deep love for the poople
end an wundiluted faith in the strength and power of the paople. ‘

Next it must tell the young gemerations the present howr end open before
them a vista of the brillient and unlimited progross of the people in the
future,

Having those besie principles im mind the young man who makes .his
"debut” in soclety - whatever his speeialities and ebilitios - will not
lose sight of his main duty which is to serve the common intercste of the
people.

In this rospect we may rightly regard the history of Viet Nem a5 a
decisive factor in the rejuvemation of the miné emnd spirit of our youbhe

Due to our igrorancs of the lesding role of the study of history in the
educationnl scheme as e whole, the teaching of history up to now has not
baen seriousiy attended to and has not as yet a dignified place in our
schoolsa

Once we have come to a olearcr idea of the vital role of history in
the nev: education, we must tackle the question of how to bring about a
selentific conception to emsure o scientific teaching and writirg of
history. In this conmsctiom the history books honded dovm to us by the
Fronch administration must be scrappede IMMuch or little, thaese textbooks
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had stamped the minds of the slder generntions with two damaging ideas:; first,
they killed the conrfidencs of the elder genorations in and their respoct of
our people and denled it the status and dignity or a pation. The result was
that many French educeted people had fallen in for the enthralling culture

of the imperinlisis with such blindfoldness and self-oblivion that they finally
relied on other people’s help and kmelt down before the might of foreign in~
vadors and foreign eggressorse

Noxt, they sowed in the winds of the previous generations the seeds of a
nerrow-minded, racial discrimination with rogard to neighboring peoples A
scientific conception of history is, therefore, nacessary to both teachers
and historians. Such comception cannot be based om eny other theory than that
of historicel materialism. Thls docirine emmbles the history students to
respact and have confidence in their own people and prevents them from relapsing
inte narrow-minded racialisme Ilistory, if taught or recorded according to a
scientific conception will show us the mein trend of our people's advance
throughout these « « « + « o« It also will bear out the fact that our people
have the stroogth and courage necessary to win e place in the history of nations
and at the same time to line up with other nations in the same process of
evolution, which means that without parting with ite individualism and
poersonality, it will continus to hold at intimate imtercourse with other
nationse

If we wish to bring out these characteristics of history - which are the
expression of objective reclities of truth itself - we must write and teach
& history of the pecple; of tke masses of pecpls whose life and activities
hod led up %o the momen%ious chenges in the various stagess » o « o o o s o o

troxds and of their inflvences upon the general progress of socletys

In a word, in order to troan.form our national sducation and bring it
into line with the spirit of the new democracy = which is embodied in the
first place by %the principle of nationalism ~ ths place of honor in ouxr
schools must go o history.

And if we wont to recorC en accurate and self-rcspecting history of Viet
Nam in keeping with the selentific spirit, the first step to be taker is to
organize a nuclsus of researchers emnd writers of national history, that is,
to create a historic research institute %o ba placed under the direction or
sponsorship of the education ministry.

The creation of this organism is mocessary bscause historic rosearch has
s0 far been the private concern of separate individuals which inevitebly resulted
in the subserving of the works dome o the persomal and arbitrary corceptions
of the researchers thomselves.

The Historic Researches Institute (which, incidentally, mey bs called
Academy, Commission, Association, or any other nemes) provided that the work
be done Jointly by a group. of researchers, and must not only collect material
but also sct the main lines end principles according to which history shonld
be recorded.

A common line is nscosscry because a book of history must no lorger be a
passive and colorless racord of past and bygone events or incidents. History,
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which has become a fullfledzedscience like other natural sciences, must be able
to deseribe and explain the lairs which preside over the general evolution of
human society, and, in particular, over the development of each separate peopls.
Collective research is, therefore, necessary and helpful.

Be National Lenguage, an Instrument of Thought:

While the study of history is expected %o revive the mtional consciousness
of the people, the means by which the principle of natiomelism in oducation must
be expressed is the natiomal language. It is an instrument for expressing,
improving, end trensforming the thought of the people. The history of other
countries shows how deep the influence of mational language has been upon the
thought and nationnl consciousness of the peoples

Under French rule Viet Nam pupils vero tought in the French language.
Today pupils of all degrees and part of the students (law and toachers® training
collegess) are taught in Viet Name

Genorally speaking, however, the study and teaching of the national
lenguage in our schools have not yot receivod either a rightful place or a
soientific basis. Now our notiomal education cammot develop speedily unless it
is conveyed through a rich, flourishing, and popular mother tongue. The study
and teaching of Vietnomese as observed today show the following flaws:

le The vocabulary used in matural ond social sciences has not yet been
unified or even fixed.

20 The choice of text-books old and new doos not follow a definite line.

3e The teaching of litorary works is dons often with attention being
paid uniquely to their forms cnd style, or to the proper meaning
of words without due insistonce upon the political or social
significance of the works themselvese

Le There is no toaching of the history of Viet Nem literature. This
is mainly due to the lack of a really valuable work of this kinde

To remedy these shortcomings and %o spood up the progress of our education
so that all Viet Nam pupils will be taught in their mother tongue in the near
fubure - otherwvise mational education would be impossible - the second irmediate
step to be taken is to create a literary academy. This organization, which will
olther be placed under the dircction of the education nministry or at least will
keep in close contacts with it, will colleot, translate, and comment on old and
new literary works both of the writers and of the common. people, and to write a
history of Viet Nam literature. I% will also study the literature of the Rast
and of the "est. Iastly, it will undertake to compile a Viet Nem dictionmary,

Aleo in order to moterialize the principle of nationalism, the now education
among our upland minorities, we must complete in a most scientific way the
» e v v e e« o of their native dianlectse It may be noted here that the
basis of this great work has already been laid by our education ministry after
two yoars of constant effort. ihet remsins to be done is merely to broaden and
consolidate this foundationm and to make it more scientifie every day. This task
also rests with the literery acadeny.

Now the creation of the literary academy, like that of the institute of
historiec research, cannot be delayed any longer.

FIPENYA L/CONTROL = Us S. OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 2000/05/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004100700001-2




Approved For Release 2000/05/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004100700001-2

JUEA DY 'IIAI,/' CONTROL = U. S, OFFICIALS ONLY

CENTRAL INTILLIGUNCR AGLNCY

- 1] =

Ce The Realities of National Life arc +the Fountoin Hoed of %the Peoplets
Culture and Iducations

It is much to be regrotiod that we have so far been unable 4o assimilate
L4 o L3 . e * o L] L d o L] - o e °* ° o L] o < a - o o e o o L] © L ] o« a L3 - » v L o
evailable in our cowntry by the reslitios of our deily life and by the long
stending end many-sided strugple of ouwr peoplea

This is a disease we have caught from the French-sponsored education,
aemaly, the boolkishness which keeps us away from surrounding realities.

The only way to cure this disease and to give our new education a truly
aetional character is to go back to roality to try to grasp all the permanent
or transient forms under which it menifests itsslf.

in the field of historic research, apart from the politicel and military
changes recorded im French-cansorad books, we have not yet collected nistoric
materials on the oconomie, social, and cultural life of pest gonsrationse
Here some people may be heerd pleading: MThis shorteoming is ineviteble bo-
cause oven if we were to turn upside dovm all the available books and documents
we would not find more or better.” Tc this we wil] readily reply thet historiec
rosearch cannot be baced exclusively on old books and seripts, but alsoc on
ancient vestiges, on stories, popular sougs and verses, and anything else thot
belongs to unreeorded history.

“ith regard to the history of mountain peoples, no materials heve been
collecteds As regards the history of revolutionary movements, besides a few
recent materials dealing orly with the period under Fronch rule, such momentous
events as the peasant wovement under the Nguyen dyvasty (18th century), the
peasant rovolt like that led by the Tay Son brothers, have not inspired any
close study or systomatic and sciontific resoarchs

As far as literature is concerned, we have nod Yot studied or realized
the hiuge treasuro handed dovm %o us by our forefathors. Take this thing called
humanism, for instance; hsre as olsewhere the only data available were drawn
from he French books themselves. Kothing was said or written about the real
Viotnamose humanism vhich had flourished on the background of Viet Nam realitiss
in tho pest centuries during tke struggles of our inbtollectual elits against
Vietnomese feudalism or foreipn aggression. This humanism can readily be found
in the works by Hom Thuyen, Genersl Tron hung Deo, Nguyen Trais in such master-
pieces as Kimvanlkiou, Chinhphungam, Tencungoen; in the poem by Le quy Don,
Hexuanhuong, Nguyencongtru, Caobaquat; Tuxuong; in such elogusnt prose writings
&s "funcral orations in memory of the war dead."

The same Vietnomese humenism is also percolating Shrough our popular
philosophy with its specifically Victnameso spirit and its own moans of ox-
pression, which are the popular songs,; the "comparisons", the nursery
rhymes, the proverbs and sayings, the humoristic stories by Trangquynh, otce

in the ms¥tor of geography, the too slizplest beoks written by colonialish
authors for govermment schools wnder French rule were unable, or, rather made
it a point not to sh.w us the picturesque and inspiring landscaps which made
up the matural beauty of our land. is a ratber of economie geography, we lmew
noarly nothing about the inexhaustible mineral woodlend, agricultural and sube
rearine resources of our country. Hith regard 4o human geography, we did not
know all abtout the races inhabiting the Viet Nem territory, their verious
social and eccnomic institutions, their mammors and traditions, their culture
and lenguapges; 6tcesae
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In tho domein of philosophy we only referrod to western thinkers when
cormenting on the old schools of thoughts .o did not strive %o study and
comment from o now standpoint on the philosophical doctrines of the East like
Confucionism, Teoism, end Buddhism, which had for many thousand years domina-
ted the thought of half of mankind, inecluding our own peopls, and this stanp
is still fairly visible among men of cur senoratione

In the domain of politicnl economy mobody has ever peid serious attention
to such imperitant problems as the lend temro in anciont Viet Nam, the isian
methods of production which prevailed in our faudalistic economy and ere still
prevelling in the coastal and uplend ereas of Viet Neme

Tt is also to be regretbod that research in geology, natural sciences,
agrioulture, modicine, and other sciences have not yet made full use of
ratorials available in largo emount in our cowntry.

Indesd we camnot overnight use all the materiels drawn from deily
realities however ready they may bs. This is a gigantic, longstanding,
continuous, end systomatic process. The first step to be takem in this
direciion is just to pave +the vy for future resesrch. A radical and definite
change of direction is required if wo went to give our national culture and
educntion a popular end national basis. Like history and literaturs, othor
etural and social seciences rust also benefit from a conber of study and a
tosis for thought and analysise

in short, a peopls’s education must follow principles:s

lo To frome the national consciousness of the people by the study of
netional history.

2!) L] - @ L] e o 2 » L Ld ° ° @ ¢ s o - o - - * o o a - L) e e o - e e o

= To give our education a truly national character by checking upon the
poople's studies and realization on the daily and manysided reanlities
of national life.

Uithout these 3 principles, which arc bound up together, no really natiomal
education hopes o survive.

IIe = A SCIUNTIFIC ZDUCATION:

A sciontific culture is not exmctly ome in which netural sciences hold the
first place or play the leading role. "Scientific" meeons anything that is
opposed to the passive spirit, to the concoption of eternal nature, and, in
history, to the brainstuffing methods, tc the -~ ;=e-of such learnings and
teachings as would impede Mumen progress. "Scientific® also moeans all that is
opposed to bookishmess, to the hoarding of a knowledge not rvadily utilizable.
Science is the reflection of rcality having realitics as its criteria; it
constently chenges and improves according to the development of realitiss, and
ains at the realization of the motto, "Study and Act"; in brief, & scientific
education is an instrument for froeing the peopls from the shackles of thought.

Such an education is obviously incompatible with the principles laid down

by the imperielist educationists. The main defects of the Fronch-sponsored
education were:
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lo Its enslaving character.
Co It turned men into obedicnt machines.

3. It was cumborsome and slow bocause its principles remain unchanged
for many decades.

Le It did not come into touch with realities. It maintained e wide
gap between study end actione

Se It lackked a soricus civic education.

In short, the education imposced upon our psople by the French imperielists
was amtiscienbific, since it was aimed at the complete subssrvience of our
oationa

The main task ahead of & new democratic education must, therefors, bes

First, to wipe out once end for all the vestiges of the old imperialist
eduestion which still can be found in our program, textbooks and teaching
mothods and in the orgenization of school end study.

Those vostiges cannot be cleersd up overnight by s mmber of government
decroes or docisionse This work is boumd up with the trensformation of
thought which is a leng-standing emd continuous underteking.

Such work requires an efficient coordizetion of the administrative and
educational systemse and the training of a new teaching persommel, especially
for primary end high schools,hns a decisive importance. The persomnel
problem must be solved bys

1. Re-aducating old teachers.
2. Training new teachers.

(hile %he training of new teachers will bo taken up by the nowly created
training college, the re-sducation of old persomnel can go to the teachers!
union, which, if it is reorganized, can do fine things in this organization
of the professional and political studies of the teachers.

Socond, the new scientific oducation must keep in close comtact with,
end reflect the life of the psople. This task has portly been outlined in
the principle of nationalism in education.

All the learning imperted to pupils in natural and social sciences must
be based on the daily realities of mational life in Viet Nam. IHowever, to
reflect the life of the people is unot to grasp and deseribe dispassionately
the various aspects under which it mnifests itself. A scientific education
nust be & motivating power capable of furthering the progress of society im
a1l directions. It must bring about the Pcohesion between knowledge end
ection™ which is the primary aim of any progressive education, because a new
culture and oducation based on a progressive understending of neture and
hman 1ife must not only cnable the psople to learm, but also to transform
end improve their living conditions.

Third, a new and scientific education must be dynamic, that is, it must
constantly adjust itself to the progress of the people to motural end social
realitios both at home and in the world. The gravest and rmost hazardous
disease suffercd by the Fremeh-sponsored education is that it remains un-
changed for many decades. French primary educetion is now nearly the same
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as it vas &0 yoars ago when olectricity, wireless, telegraph, and atomic
ensrgy wore still to be discovered. And yet the ruling classes in France have
not as yet taken any step toward revising the spirit and basis of the old
educetion. In French secondary schools a lot of +#ime is being wasted on
fancy matters having no practical intercst. As regards wniversity students,
thoy are spending long years mostly on theoretical studies. To top it all,
thore are as yet unsotiled conflicts o o o o o « o o ¢ o o o o o o s 0o e s o

mnu‘luoeooo«oaoaooooeebu‘oo.oooou&noaoo

the roginme of favoritism still proveiling in that country.

Such rottemness and depravity, no doubt, will not be toleratcd in our new
aducation.

+het docs "Dymamism” in educatioh mean? A dymemic educniion and society
in the safe of the people [Eic and of the world but also lays particular
stress on the needs of the netion at each definite stage of its history.
Yor instence, the new education, in order to be scientific, must cope with
the war of resistence. Furthermore, wartime education itself must be divided
into esveral stages corresponding %o the differemt phases of the resistance.
The main task to be fulfilled by wertime education at ths stage of prepare~
ion for the general countor-offensive rmst not he the seme as in other
phases. It will not be enough to teach pupils general notions on politics
or to tell them ebout their duties as citizens of a country at war or
gilve them some additional military training.

The seme rule evplies as well to tho teaching of matural and social
sciences which must aim at meeting the needs of the people and the army in
thoir present fight for froecdom.

Indeed the framing of such progress is a great work which requires the
closs cooperation betieen all branches of education end other branches of
national mctivity. For instence, if the wartime teaching of history is %o
centor around the struggles against foreign aggression both in Viet Nem and
ir other countriss, historians cre not in e position to do the work fruit-
fully unless they be assisted by revolutionary orgonizations or personalitiesa

Fourth, a new and scientifie education 'mus'!: oexable the energy and
ability of the youth to develop harmoniously. To this effect, two arroneous
tendencies must be avoided: :

1. To attach squal importence to all the matters taught. This method
secrifices thofoughnsss of Imowledge to its shallow generality. The
opposite tendency would be to allow the young pupils to take too keen an
interest in a given matter at the oxpense of others. 1In progressive countries
pupils are taught eccording %o their age and degree of intelligence. Thus
before entering the universities, the young men have not only & sound knowl-
9dge of all matters but also a deepfelt predilection for a definite art or
science. This result is obtained “Lrough a graduel process of guidance.
After class or on holidays, primary school pupils go to the children's
cultural institutes, the children's gardens, or other places vhere sciences
and arts are taught to them in e simplified manver under the guise of
attractive gemes and toys. Meamwhile, youths from the high schools and
univercities, as well as govermment officials aud employses, go to their
own cluts where, in adiition to roubins entertsinment, they can study
literature, nusic, singing, theater, painting, mechsnics, or electricity, ete;
or they are taught to drive and revair motor vehicles, combines, end tractors:
or they take lessons in gymnastiocs, skiing. end skating; or they play soccer
and tenanis, etce
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In our country such o large scale orgenizaticn is for the time bveing
impossible. Iowever, wo can zuide and dirsct children and the youth in
reaiistic studiss which may prove holpful to the waer of resistance.

Fifth, the now education must underline the all-embracing and concrete
task of inspection officials. Undey the Yreneh rule the "inspector's" only
concern after sach visit to a school was just to decide on the promotion of
the teachers. As regards expsriences in the ert of teaching, they are not
only lrept away from the %eaching body as a whole, bubt elso from the teachers
of the same school and the same classes.

In the new democratic educatior the intercourse botween imspectors and
the inspected must be based om new principles. The inspectors must not
solcly comparc the teachers with ono snother with a wview to promoting or
firing" them, bub, instead they must confrout azd amalyze the works done by
toachers and pupils themselves. uf course, the question of promotion hes
its own import; however, it must be subordinated to the main task which is
the progress of education which deponds largely cm both teachers and pupils.
The faulty idea of inspsction work ontails the feulty conception of human
dignity and honor. The inspeciors must go to school to pather experience
to study end to help iwprove the works of the teschers. In their turn,
teachers must look upon inspsctors es their guides and helpful friends.

Furthermore; inspectors would not fulfill their tasks if their contacts
were confined to individuals. Thoy must gathor snd impart experiences to
21l the teachers on cuch occesions as tenchers'! end progressors' si_(_:]
conferences. They must{ condense the mutbers published in te:tbooks,
education reviews, or magazines into principles and theories end make them
knovm to the whole teaching bodye

Sixth, a sclentific education must develop ths critical spirit and the
intollectual curiosity of the pupils. Im this respsct, tenching
e ¢ a @ o @ e o o © & o L e o e n e & o L o e €& @ e o & e @& & o e @ ©
g a o o 2 & & & o s o o o o o 2 e 93 e a & & e G L3 e 9 L ® © o © a o @ o
The most officient way to develop the pupilis critical spirit is to link wp
theoretical learning and practical experiment, to realize the cohesion and
wnity between study and action. The very criterion of science is its
faithfulness tv 1life and t» realitiss. .8 must, therefore, revise osur
aducational programs, especinlly those concerning such degrees as would not
readily harbor the brainstuffing and bookish methods. For instance, we
must make an all-over change of the progran of law study such as it was
followed by the fommer French-sponsored uriversity or by the law colleges
in Frances %is must teach the students the fvmdementel economic, social,
and political ceuse which led up te the framing of the legal system of ocach
covatry. '

Iaw students of the first degrss must be baught the history of philosephy,
poiitical economy, and gensral political notions before they will climb up to
the second degree. Provided ith those notions they will have a critical
spirit keen enough %o Le able to understand the old legal systems. Only then
will they be allowsd to hamdle law books. At ths third degres, students
can be taught to "creats™, that is, to teke part in the framing of lepal
codes according Yo the spirit end extort of the pwople's progresse

Lasht, the new and scientific education must emsure a close intercourse
and coordimation between different bremches of science on thoe ome hand, and
baivieen sciences and other social activitiss on the other haand. ILew studerts,
for instence, must be scquainted with the propagande movement among the pecple
because this movemsnt is bound up with many other activities which must all
be mirrored in jurisdiction. The land rent reduction, for instance, is a

LIDNTIAL/ CONTROL -~ Us Se OFTICIALS ONLY

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2000/05/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004100700001-2




Approved For Release 2000/05/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004100700001-2

o
(9

IALZCENTTOL = Ua Se COFFICIALS ORLY

CiNTaLl INT LLIG 1IC. AG HCY

e
- 16 -

tpieel question which is likely to intercst all procticel-minded studentso
Un their part, medical students must pay attention to the reconstrustion of

N collective villages. Students of political acononmy wust he familicy with
the workers' and pessants' movements, etce

In short; a new democratic and scientifie oducation must follow up
realities, that is, the everyday 1life of the people, not only in orier to
holp them understand but also modify naturo and society and su“ssquently
inprove their living conditions.

IiIa = AN EDUCATION FUR THEb GR.AT LULE RSs

when we say, "Our mational ecucation, like our national culture must be
popularized”, some people may objects Mhy on sarth should we do it? .8
would simply lower the s tandard and value of educaticn by spreading it out to
the masses."

To this we will reply: “That hes absolutely nothing to do with
popularization." The culture and sducation provailing under the colonialists,
feudelists, and capitalists, and other regines which tolerated or sncouraged
ths exploitation of mon by man, wore the privilege of a social minority,
of those who defended the imtercst of +the ruling classes. Under socinlism -
of which the new democraey is hut a transitory stage = culture and edueation
are no longer the private property or concern of a few vieelthy or sccially
high ranlking people. They must become the Jjoy =nd business of ths preat masses
of the peopls; which is the first step towsrd bridging the gap betraen manusl
and intellectunl workers and tovurds building up a society in which class
antagonism no lengoer exists. .ith the liquidation of the privato property
regime, difforences beteen social classes in the intcllectual sphere will
die graduallye

To popularize educetion under the now democratic regime only moans %o
pave the way to the admission of the grent masses of the people into the
higher spheres of learning and thought from which they have heen and still
are bamed by the reosimes of oppression and exploitation.

ihat are thought, culture, ani scionce but the syntheses of experiences
pathored from the process of man's sbrugsle against mature end hiec fight
for froedom; equality and happiness? UThnt wves the rainstey of thot struggle
but the working people themselves who had for so meny centurics piled up all
the matorial and moral treasurcs of humanity, who had turnsd forward the
wheels of history? .Jas it not s staggoring fect that the men who have .built
up the huge end veautiful castle in which ws have boen living all these
conturies are now forbidden its swmirence and are standing oubside leoking
bittorly or wrathfully at the work they have dorme? And yet this stetes of
things s%ill provails under the regimes of oppression and exploitation.

It behooves the new democratic revolution %o wipe out such propositerous
conditions of netional culture and eduecaticne. Only vhen {heir closed doors
hewe been flung wide open o the great masses of the people, will science,
art, and thought really be unfctitored end will develop with a strength
hitherts unimown in history. Uhy? Bocause nobody comll e s o « o o o o e @
end impetus than thesc who jave themselves leid dovm the bosis of these
achievamentse Take, for imstance, ths Stalkhanovitch movemons which was
lavnched throughout the Soviet Union in 1955. 5 Stelin hes put it, this
novement had “raised the workers up to the lavel of the engineor”. Switching
over Yo other countries, oms may osk:s "Should not the vistories of the Rod
Army over German naziism and of the Chinese Liberation forcss over the
Tl frmis be rightly regarded as ¢poch-malking wictorios of human science
ani knowledge themselves?
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Back to our country, ws can reedily sec thet no comparison is possibla
beteon what our psople know today and wiat theoy kmew vefore the Lugust
levolution or the start of the wer. Four years opo, the number of Viet Nam
who could fire & rifle shot - let alone wilitary "strategy" - was tiny.

Todey there are searcely any regulavs, ;> rrillas, or militia who have not at
one time or arother fired a shot or killed o "French". They all have a sizable
knovledge of military tactics and stratagy. Amy young woman from the remotest
village is familiar with collective life, understunds why the "more production”
compaign has been launched end how it must be carried out. Any oid Pishermen on the
Clear River (tributary of the Red River watering Tuyenqueng 70 miles northwest
of Hanoi} knows thot the patriotic omulation movemerd was on evidenee of Presi-
dont Ho Chi Xinh's clearsightod policy. 1Mot a forr arms factory workers can
make mortors or bazookes, while nany peasants can meke hand grenades and
oxplosives. ilearly all five-year-olds can tell em “0ld lady" (French o« « o o o
ome engined plane) making supply or rsconmmeissance flights from a fighter

plane whose only business is o kill and scare. A young wonmen at the storn

of o sampan mey be heard telling enothor woman at the bow about +he "valug®

of "victory will be the oubtecome of long standing resistance".(By Truongchinh)

“ small village in Sontay provines, North Viet Wam, has defented at. . - - a ’
score of French onslau hts.) An old women sclling tea on the roadside wes
telling you she hated the ™white" Uhinese who cams here scme years ago to bore
ané worry our people, but that she rejolced over ths recent Red victoriese

- 17 -

Now. are not the "tlings known” which we deily see or hear among the mud
covered and ragysd group of the Viet MNam people, the very rudimemts -~ naivo
and simplified indeod = of what we eall scisncs, art, or thought, and which
ere being "popularized" by the war of resistence?

To sorve tho greant masses of the psople, to promots and diffuse all our
manifold human movledge among the pecple, 4o help ‘them to clamber up into
the higher spherss of sciemce, art, and thought ond grasp the invisible but
delectable laws which urderlie tke svolution of nature and which can shift
the whole of mankind from the ere o darkmess and slavery into thet of
light end liborty: sueh is the primary task end concern of & culture and
education for the many.

It may ve rocallad here that the first step we have made toward the
realization of an education for the meny - which was also & great deal of
progress not only from our natiomal point of view, but also in the c¢yes
of any other nation in the world - was the anti=-Illiteracy cempaizn. This
movement, vhich ms initiated by Peosident Ho Chi Iinh and the poople‘s
organizations after the August Rovolutiom, has doveloped to an ircrodible
axlont ever sinco the war bogan.

It is inpossible, for the tire being, to %tell in an accurats mumer the
heroic sacrifices made by our peopls in the cultural field with a view to
onebling millions of men, women, and children, %o squesze the first implement
of Imovledge which leads to the comprchension and ultirntely to the transe
formation of the wniversa.

Jhile bowing inm silent respect before the mamory of the gallont nationnl
guard guerrilla fighters and militia who bave fallen, we cennot forget %o pay
a glorious tribute to the wnlmowm haroes, the promotars of the anti-illiteracy
movoment and the countless teachers who have dedicated their lives to the
building up. amid the turmoil of the wer, of a culture for the pecplc and for
the many. a eulturs destined to bo pert and porcel of the progressive culture
of the world, i

The next step is to creats special popular courses to follow up anti-
illiteracy classes. To raise nearly ten million of the new literats
pecple to primary levoel within a short space of timo will bo the gigentie
and glorious task beforg~ghe people's education service and persomel.
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Tho educntion dispensod to primary school pupils is one thing; the primary
learning to be given to graduates of the anti-iiliteracy courses is anothere
As fay as the lettor ars concornsd, serious attention must be paid to the
ags, living conditions, ond social standing of the pupils. Such an education
must lean strongly on realities, and the toaching of sciences, history,
geography, etc., must be shorm of all its ormaments.

The work must be done definitely so as to give "popular education™ pupils
about the same sitandard as that of public primery schools.

- 18 -

To end illitcracy and t¢ promoto the psople's primary education are ths
first tasks to be fulfilled by the now education “for the many".

The second tesk is to enable all children of school age -~ both from the
comntryside and from the towms - te attend school regardless of woalth and
according to the slogan " a preparatory school for sach village"™. To this
end, ‘the govermment, the public services, and the people's organizations
will grant scholarships to poor children im order to help them to buy school
supplies. %t was with this eim in nind that ths "essociation for the protec-
tion of poer pupils® has boen createds

Another suxiliery but no less important task is to enable parents to
study or teke part in soecial works, such as the “mors production” movement.
Yony village women are missing the opporitunity to learn simply because
they have too many children. Often children are unmable to attend school or
oven study at home becauss they have 4o teks care of their younger brothers
or sisters., To fece this situation, mursery classes must be set up on a
nationwide scale in which women of all walks of life must take pert. These
women, will leck aftor all the childrem under school age in order to glve
parents enough leisure to attend school or sbudy at home.

The third task of & mew "sducation for the many® is %o cut down the high
school progrem and make it more realistic so as to bring the present seven years'
terms dowm to five, or; at most, six years. This will be the more feasible as
high school pupils are now leerning in their mother tongue. . should no longer
follow French education which requires at least twslve years to complete prirary
ard high school courses. This is, no deubt, a great handicap for poor children
who heve to oke out an early livelihoeod.

The fourth task of an education for the great masscs is to promots,
encourage, and assist the self-teaching movement emong the people, the army,
the public sorvices, and the psoplss' orgenizations so as to enable every ons -
whatever his business -~ to lsarn emd improve. After completing the regular
coursas, these self-taught people may, regardless of age, pass examinations
similar to those in public schools. Those who have teken a fair share in
the rosistance will be favored e’ these examinations. .8 moy recall in this
connection the wrong idees which cccurred to some people with regard to the
quostion of examimation. According to these pesple, all exeminations should
bs suppressed under our democratic regime because they are nothing but the
vostiges of the enslaving education imposed on us by the Fremch colonialists.
We do not share this viewe The aim of learning is knowledge, and the only
way to measure our knowledge is %o control, to sxemine, te stop it Zé'ic °
Indeed, examinations under our democratic regime are not the same as they
were under French rule. Under the Fromech regima, examinetions often were a
"matter of luck™, & source of injustice, and also a means for the graduates
%o earn their living or gein social positions. Under the democratic regime,
examinations must be carried out by teking inbo account not only the candidates’
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Imewledgs, but also their abilitles and the efforts ‘thoy maks throughout the
school termss The aim of demceratic examipations is o set off the value of
the knowledge. To “popularize® kmowledge is moh to underwrite its merits

and quality, es some paople may think, bub, insiead, it is to bring the knowli-
adge of the many ieto lind with #hat of the minceity. In addition, the masses
of the people must be mssisted in catchlng up with anmdeventuvally in outdoing
the minority in the field of lkuowlisdge both im quality and quantity.

Thus i% is net the maintenancs. but rather the suppresslon of examimntions
which ls wndemcoretic, bscnuse it veonds Yo orese ths logitimete ciscoriminations
butween the learnsd auwd ths ignorawt, betwesn loborious puplls end sluggardse

Iast, 1t bohooves the popularized sducaticn e bring about a thorough
shzkoup at ths ldgher degrees of education. Th: uaiversities must help
stndents %o specialize, buk the study of each specialty mnzt be closely linked
with the ecrresponding daily activities of the peopla. dJust as a scientifie
oducation is based om %he primeiple, “1ife is the critorien of scienmtific
truth®, the wotbe of sn edueatiom "for the meny” must be “the many ars the
origioators of 1ifs and the foumialn head of ell Iuowledge.® If there were
20 people, thers would be no selemses 1% is, thersfore, lupossible to think
of scisnce outside the delly activities of ihs veopls. The knowledge of
agriculturs scguired ty a Vietrnamese student from the Pormer Fraench-sponsored
uplversity would be useless if, in addibion o ithe theorics he hed learned,
he dees uot take into sccowak ths “ime-honored cxporiences gathersd by
millions of our predecesssras if ke does not eows close axd inquire into the
production conditions so as 4o smrich and VIvify hiS ¢ @ o s 0 0 » o 0 0 b @
ﬂesawcwoncu»af,unﬁocf\emonnocuno.wnenu.noﬁc

which iz at once matiomml, scientific, and popriare

The best method of carrying oul the forogoing tasks in & eoncrete and
sfficient marmer is %o bring the students imte frequent contacts with the
pecple in all fields of astivity. The firet strp 8 to be teken by semding
students to practice amcng ard holy “he poassnis during summer holicays o
after completion of ezch definite coursce

Another means to Ppopularize” education is Je pravent divorce betwesn ths
students and the paople, betwesn schosl epd 3if:e In other words, students
and high school pupils munt etudy politics and take vart in politiesl 1ife.
Becidas atterding conrces on polities « which mush be compulsory -~ thoy must
get used to collective life and tackls soelnl activities. NYedieal studonts,
for instance, will zo ou¥ iwto the countryside cmes in several months to
propagate sanitation weasures both by works and by dseds. Public werks
students will voluntayily build or repeir roads, Wridges, end river dykes.
Would-bs teacherg will Lelp in liguidating 1ilitersoy. ete. Thore ars meny
other things which siudents end pupils ean do jeintly, for instence, cerrying
out the campeigw for "winier eid o sombatemts®, kolping peasants te build up
new 7illeges in place of Yhose destroyed by ths OuUEy, ebe. Im short, a
strong studsnts® movement must ba lewnshed and riromotede. Such a tack falls to
the Viet Ham youth unicu and the Viet Wew studerts® associstion, which may
sezk the coopsration of the education winistey. AL the present stage of
proparation for the gemeral counber—offensive, wnivarsities and high schoois
have the additiomal task of giving studentz cnd pupils an elementary military
troining and of encoursging them ir jolning the AITHET o

with regard to the popvisrizetion of Pighe: education, we must underline
ths democratic principles sveording to whick the Hrnining of eble men should
be sarrisd out during this tramsitery perind wien Inrusy specieliste and
techniclens are scarce and when obhoer psople beve not the degrees requirsd
e enter the uwiversitiese During this emgrgenty period we must trein a
nusber of specialists snd Geohmicluns to £i11 s vacent places which ere
increasing deily. We cannot do this withous placing the imbtersst of the
nation high ebove anything else, withoubs isaving 23ide all the marrow-minded
idoas about spacialisty [_}?ic which £1iG omly the peacetime period. Te wend
% stresz here that during Thie Greneltory pericd, facilities must be
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tecordsd first 4o the lower cadres Ge pull themisivos up, so to speak, end
ascond to' the higher levels, mext, 4o thoss who heve taken part in the
revolutiopery movements or have romdered dis¥ippulshsd services %o 4he war
of resiztance, and, lest, %o womer whe will hewe to play an increasingly
inportant part in national reeowshouction. A1l those peopls shouwld be
admitted inbo the universities epd technicsl schools with greatsr faciiitios
than today.

by

These, we repeat, are ouly spscial measure:s called f‘crfthe clreumstancosg.
Ieber, when 1if3 will roturn 4o nexrmel, vhom edieztion will be carried om
more hermoniously and theroughly, the choics of cedres will bo closer and
cunsequently the educatiocral steadard will be bigksee Wo shall need ap over-
increasing mummtar of more and mors abls tochnicians, engimsers, medical
dovetors, painbers, architects, prolsssors, and others. @ shall, and must
hevs, such specialists.

Isst, the opportuaity to learn must be equil Tor all pupils and sbudents.
Iz brief; an education fer the vy mest meke ail branches of Inowledgs end
thought the common property of the sntire peoplae

To endow the new democratic Viet Nem vwith a national, scientific, amd
populer education is tantamcunt %o pulling down tho vhole fabric of the
foudelistic end imperialistis educa’ion wiich g%ill prewails in the countries
of western Eurepe. Dus to the devolipment of tas capitalist regime, that
clasgicel education has besn for the past hwdrod jeers the springboard for
inperialist powsrs to split up the world end bring 1% under their dominatione

Vith the new democrany now gelning the uppor hemd in many countries of
Europe end Asin. o pew education cnd o mew oulture lavs eome into being and
ers gethering romentum iz thess peris of 4he werld. They are the authentic
education and culiture of ihe peopls, for the psople, and by the people,

Tha education amd culture of the poople ars, on the one hend, the
Jogatee of the immortal inbelleciual treasures hended dowm by the most
brillient represembatives of tho rast goneraticos. On the othor hamd,
Ty are being hermered into an sxtremely forelble weapon to liberate the
pavples

Tke ceplitelist countries of wastorn Envope heve constantly claiged
Greek-latin treditions %o be the fomiain-hsed of “heir own sdueca.tion and
cultwre. This is true. Thess were eriginally insirumentel in roemoving
ths shackles of & bookish awd supersiitious educstion. However, since
tha great masses of the yeople began Yo take purt in politicel and sociel
1lifs, since the new dewmocratic wossment begam t» gpread, ths former torche
boarer role of western sducation erxd culture les dwindled to the venishing
point. Thay have become o tnol for walntaining ko omincus rule of a
handfel of capitalists and milltaristc, of wesiarn Buropsan and American
monopnlists who have beson and are being caught red~banded in numberless
erimes and secial troubles, uvenployment, ovomomls crises, ars, ott., of
walch labor masses of the whols werld ampd She weslsy people aro the mainm
sufferers. This sducation and culturs vhich heg “hus besn used tc slay and
oppress mankind has besoms a »osd Llook o the pregress of Imowledge and
thoughta

Wketever may be the decaying vhoughts end koowlsdge which the ruling
elasses have sot up as the criteria of ebsolube tsubh in education with
8 view to perpotuanting their modsrr siave wogin?, have bsen overridden
by the gigentie tide of the new demooratie movemondt which is rtling
taroughout the world of fsodey. This new historle movsment hes given
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rapism which is the vsry orys wilizction of the wost briliiant

tonghs axnd Fucwisdge of the paob, & hueniem in kesping
2 the nowest end most progrossive ideals of the lumanm rase.

Godor the leadsrship ef Fresident FHo Chi Mz, who is the iiving
diment of the meaysided indelligsuce sof finest viriues of the Viet Hn
w411 defindtoly susuesd in building e uew odusatbion geing nlongside
e prograss of botl Whe metism azd of the worlde
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