CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT NO.
INFORMATION REPORT CD NO.

Approved For Release 1999/0@@NH lﬁA—EMS?ROMOOOZQO% ,}){
CLASSIFICATION SEgaT A

COUNTRY Touador DATEDISTR. 20 peo. 1949
SUBJECT Political Unrest in Ecuador NO. OF PAGES 1
»
' rar
pace  29XIA eturn to CIA Library NO. OF ENCLS.

ACQUIRED (LISTED BELOW)

2&\]’&03" IN S

e FOLLSNIND REPCRT wAS prEwIoSLy ™
DISTRIBYTED S « 614 P2t isaRy
SO DISSEMINATION NMZERED QuT 75 PS5\

1. Government investigators in Eeundor are convinced thet revolutionary
plotting has almost reached the boiling point and olaim to have heard
that a wellearmed group consisting of retired servicemen, active duty
personnel and civilians are preparsd to attack government forees et any
moment, The government has adopted the attitude that a coup may sz well
be faced now as later and waes anticipating action during the night 18-19
Decomber, IMinistor of Defense Manuel Diaz Granados belioved that a poten =
tial coup would represent the Joined forces of tho various oprosition
movement s, notably that of Carlos Guevara HMoreno and Carlos l'ancheno,
and possibly a group formed by Cesar Alfaro who is suspected of having
activated a movement against the government. According to Galarza,
Secretary of Congress, Alfaro is up to something. The Defonse Minister
also suspects Col. Felix Vega Davila of being involved in these plots.

2. Hajor Jose Suarez, who commands considerable respeot in the Quito tank
wit, was ordered by the Kinister of Defense to load that wit in any
attack against the government.

3¢ The government reportedly is baiting the opposition groups by granting
24-hour liberty pesses to approximately half the enlisted persommel in
Quito., Plans had also been made to have tanks on standby status at the
l'ariscal Suere base, bub they were abandoned in the hope that the Oppo8i~
tion would think that the government was not informed about the possi-
bility of en immediate attack, The government thinks that a coup would
brcak in e¢ither the Mariseal Sucre Artillery group or the Vencedores
battalion since their arsenals sould be utilized by insurgents to rain
strength for an attack against the tank base.
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