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L. The oririn of the Supreme Committee for the Tiberati n
of Lithuania (VI.IK]:

“. '""he Provisional National Covernment that wiie set up
by Lithuanian insurgents at the outhreak of the
Lusso-German war and chsrged vith implementing the
re-establishing of the indenendent and sovereign
»tate of Lithuania was suppressed by the Nazis in
August 1941. Resistance apainst the new bccupier
vas carried out, st first, by separate underrround
smovements, The coordination of their activities
was$ achieved in dues course by an spreement betwesn
the traditionsl political nerties ané the hewly
formed resistance movements. »s & result, the
Supreme Committee for the Liberation of Lilthuania
{Vyriausias Lietuvos Islaisvinimo Komitetals, abbr.
VLIE) was created in October 1943, It issued its
Tirst declaration to the Lithuznian neoplel on
10 February 1944, the '16th eswiversary of| the
decisration of Lithuania‘'s indenendence,

b. 1In the soring of 1944 most of the Supreme Committee's
members were ariested by the Gestano rnd taken to
nrisons and concentration cumpns in Germeny. Their
work was continued by thelr denuties. aftkr the
liveration of the members by the advancing| U. S,
Army, the Supreme Committee reswrec its wolrk in
“urzburg, Germany, in the sorine of 1945, Bince
Gotober 1945, the Headquarters of the Bupfreme
Commlttee has been in Pfullingen, French Zbne of
Decupation, Germany. In November 1946, an
hxecutive Council was formed by the Supreme
Committee. (The former may be refrarded ssl sui
generlis Covernment; the latter, as parliament.)

In July 1948, e Joint meetine took olace fin Reden-
Pacen, Cermany, of the renresentatives of fhe
Gunreme Committee an¢ the Executive Councill with
the plenirotentiaries gent by the Hesdquartbters of
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wities of the Supreme Committee were praised by

s country's rewresent tives; the Supreme Com-ittee
18 once more empowered by the fighting people of
Jdthuania to act as the suprems »Hclitical authority
abroad to work toward the liberation of Tithuania.

|
e lesistance Movement in Lithugnlao Tge act-

W
T
E¥

o. 45 a result of internal deliberations with a view
o achieving the most efficient organizaqion of
liberation activities, the Executive Counecil was
sormed within the Supreme Committee itself in
sugust 1949, The President of the Supreme Com -

nittes 1s,at the «ame time,the Precident of the
vyacutive Gounc&l

The Supreme Conmithee is comnoced of the follbwlnp
narties and thelr reanective leacers:

a, “he Lithuanian Christian-Lemocratic Fartyl, represent-
by I'sgr. Mykolas KRUPAVIEIUS. At present he is
siuent of bolh the Supreme Com mittee anc the
wﬁanutlve Council,

b. The Peasant Pooulist Union of Lithuania, %epresented
Ly Bronius PIVLIUKAS-BACIULIS.

v. The Lithuaniin Front, reprcsented by yrorqgu
duozas BRAZAITIS.

d. The Social.-lerocratic Party of thhuanla,\reare°entﬂo
by Professor Juozas KAMINGKAS.

@. The Iithu.gimn National Union, represented by
Hzlys GAIDLIUNAS ‘

i, 'The Lithuanian Farmers' Union, reﬁresented{by Lr.
tatras FARVELIS.

|
o, ‘whe Lithuvanian Federation of Labor, represrnted by
Tybautig VAITINKUNAS,

HiR “ne Urion of Combatants for_the Liberty of‘Lithuania,

srerented by MeBys VALIUKEFAS, \

i, The Tithuanian Unity }Vovement, representedjby Jonas
CAVLLIUHAS,

! |
jo The Lithuanisn Farmers' Party, renrescented by
Varlovas SIDZIKAUCKAS,

"he “vecutive Council is formed from the folIO{inp
chb(fq of the Supreme Committee:

A, ser. Lykolas KRUPAVICIUS, rresicent, ané He-d of
vhe office for fostering ihe national notentiality.
|
, , 5 o - o o . , . | .
&, Fronilus BIFELIUR#5-BACIULLS, Vice-i‘resident, una
lieau of the Finance uservice, :

¢. srofessor Juozas BKAGAITIS, Vice~Fresicent, and
ilesd of the Vervice for Forelgn Afiairs.
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Profescor Juozas KAMINGKRAD, Vice-rregident| and

sjead of the Service for Planning the Country's

zconomic Kecovery.

€

Tnformation Service.

Ralys GAIUZIUNHS, secretary, and llead of the

carty Characteristics: An accurate asressman& ol the
Teul bolitical strength of the above-mentioned parties
is at present extremely aifiieult, if possible at all.

first, because the lust wemocTavic election in [Lithuania

ook pluce ss long agfo as 1926 and many shift

ngs in

1 ithuenian public opinion have occurred since then.

seconu,because the tvo extreme.y
oceupslions have profounuly afrected the »oll
thinking of the people., O(ne ¢ the effects h
the gpontuneous emergence of the so-czlled re
sovements {the Lithusnian Fro:t, the Union of
ebe, ), which not only organize: the neople's r
aruinet the consecutive occuplers btut also ¢
their part in political leacership. However,
iaportunt fuet has been estublished thzt the
peonle at home are, in their Hresent disiress
ine least concerne¢ vith pari; differences.
uvnanimous in their arcent dercire to pet rid o
deadly occupation, From this viewnoint, they
and fully eporove of, the uni “ication of ell
common action., The parties gonstituting the
Committee have apreed to concantrate their ef
tne liberation or the country und to nut asi
Lime being, their factional aspirations.

“he Lithuanian Christian temocratic Party
dominant in Tithuania (in coslition vith
ganisn Farmers' Union anc the Lithuanian
of Labor) until 1926. In general, its ba
sre the same as those of christian Democr
aproaG; however, it had rroved more HYOLI]
the soecial fielu. Uncder the leacership ¢
yRpUPAVICIUL, it hac carrled out a radical
ceform soon after Worlau tar I, a daring 4
utionary uncertaking at chut time. The 1
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Farners' Union was morc conservative though buased

on the same Christian principles of social justice.
wne Lithuanian Feceration of lLabor, also |of Christe
isn allegiance, haa oripivally execrted consicerable
influence over the workin» class, but lost it, to
some extent, to the Soeia.-lemocrals in the election
of 1926. ™he strength of these three Christian
nurties consisted mainly :a the suasvort given to
inem by the rural populution.

The reasant ;'opulist Union of l.ithuania was the most
acweriul liberal narty, wit: markea anti-clerical
leupings. 1t emerged the .argesi single puarty out
T the election of 1926, aii came Lo power in
coalition with the Social Iemocrats anu he Lithe.
usnisn Farmers' Party (a smill right-wing liberel
paTty). TFolloving some Cornunist-stagFed acisturbances
which the Government faileé to settle, 1t was over-
thrown in a coup dfetat in j.ecember 1926. The
purty's membters continued o hold most of the key
yositions in the country's economy. The Party's
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shrength lay mainly with the small bourgeoisie,

The Farmers' Party was sudportee b rome intellect-
ual circles., The Social Lemocrits sourht the supnort
o1 incurtriel workers anu exerted some influence

over a proup ol small-holding peusants,

¢, ‘"he Hetionsl Union, & nerligible narty before 1426,
becane comparatively noverful follo ing the coup
e.retat of 19R6,when & single-narty refine was
eracually introcuced. 1t was mainly supported by
the country's buresucracy., Since 1940, the Party
heo renounced ite authoritariun principles.

d. he Lithuaniun Front evolve:. in 1940-1¢41 from the
cluncestine anti-Soviet movement knovn as the
Lithuanian activist Front, which organizec the
reyolt of June 1941. The Lithusnian activist
Front originally was comprisged of freedom fiphters
of varisus wolitlieal and idebloricel shadings.
iater, in 1941 und after, liberal-minded activists
lett the "ovement anc founded the Union of Combatants
Tor the Liberty of Lithusnia. The Lithuanian
Asctivist Front itself was reorganized as the
Tithusnian Front. Lost of its leaders are young
Catholic intellectuals bent on adapting the
country's political anu social life to.mouern
recuirements. They proclaim the principle of

. cuitural sutonomy which vould exclude political
srouping according to ideolosical and relirious
beliefs.,

. 1n the Union of Combatants for the Liberty of
T.ithuania, left=-wing liberals were originally pre=
doeminant, At present i1t has alipned 1tself vith
the Nationasl Union. Both the Lithuanian Front and
the Union of Combatants for the Liberty of Lithuania
Look a leuuings part in the Lithuanian resistance
movement auring the Cerman occupation of Lithuania,
vuny of their leuders anu members fell victims to
Gestapo persecution,

©. The Lithuznian Unity lLovement wus mainly an intellect-
unl rovement. ot nresent it has alifgnec itselt +ith
; Lithuanian Front. The Lithuanian Federation

h
o1 T.abor has also done sS0.
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neriving its authority from the political will of . the
r,ithuanian people, the Supreme Comaittee for the
{iberation of Lithuania has never considered itself a
cefuree organization. However, it has maintained close
sontact with the Lithuanian reugees throueh thelr
orpanization, the Lithuenian Refugee Community, and

nas been recognized and supported by all Lithuanians
shrourhout the world as the supreme political author-
ity and the true voice of the Lithuanian people. The
Jupreme Committee's collaboration ~.ith Lithuanian
1egations (in “ashington, London, Paris, the Vatican,
and Sowth America) has always heen smooth ané efficient.
“he guection/Whether the Lxecutive Council of the
Supreme Committee is to become, in due time, a
“overnment-in-exile, has so far been left undecided.

1t is up to the Supreme Commlttee ané the Ministers
Plenipotentiary to reach a jeint decision in this
matbter.
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