O ' 25X1A2
CLASSIFICATION ST = %ﬂ- g
Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002700440001-7 -

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT NO.
INFORMATION REPORT cpwo.
SECRRT
COUNTRY Coste Rica DATE DISTR. 12 1A% 1949
SUBJECT Annusl Report of Sctivities and Status of NO. OF PAGES 4 25X1A29

the Partido Vanguardis Pepular (PVP)

PLACE _ 25X1A2g NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIRED (LISTED BELOW)
DATE OF INFO, Februery 1948-February 1949 (29X1X6 - SUPPLEMENT TO

REPORT NO.

.The following report covers the sctivities of the Venguardis Populsr Party
(PVP) during the period Fobruary 1948 to February 1949, concludine with

a description of the organizational structure known to source at the present
time. Source attempts to trsce some of the factors causing the present
demoralization of PVP morale and organization, and ventures occasional
predictions based upon his personal knowledge of the intentions of PW
leaders, specifically Iuis Carbello Corrales and Jaime Cerdas Mora,

1. Activities of the PVP during Presidential Elections of February 1948. The
majority of PVP members voted for presidential candidate Dr. Rafzel Angel
falderon Guerdia, in spite of apparent Party support of Humberto Conzalez
Segura, - The Party worked and voted directly for its own ticket of
deputies and municipal cendidates filed in each of the provinces., The
following deputies were elected:

Arnoldo Ferreto Sepure Province of San Jose
Iuis Carballo Corrales Pro rince of Alajuela
Alfredo Picado Saenzi Province of Cartago
Carlos luis Saenz . - Province of Heredla
Carlos Luis Fallas Sibaja Province of Puntarenas
Federico Picado Saenz# Province of Iimon

2, Upon learning that the results of the presidential elections were favorable
to Otilio Ulate Blanco, the PVP commenced manifestations alleging that
many Party affiliates had not voted, owing to irregularities in the
electoral system then under the dirsction of the Ulatiste Benjsmin .Odio and
nis associates. Manuel Mora, Secretary-General of the PVP, maintained
continual contact with then President Picado and with Frencisco Calderon
Guardia, Chief of Action of the Netional Republican Party, and it was resolved
to annul the elections for President of the Republic, which was done in the
congressional session of 1 Merch 1948.

f 3. Knowing that the annulment of Ulate's election would mean revolution, PW
members sent their families out of town to prevent reprisals ageinst thelr
wives, sisters, and children., The Party prepared itself for the ensuing
revolt by concentrating s8ll its membership in various unidentified clubs,
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¥ilitary Activities of PVWP in the Nevolution of 11 Merch 1948. The PWP

had meintained 1000 armed men, the majority of whom were Nicaraguans

brought from the bapana zones of the Pacific and Atlentic and from

Puntarenss, in the Bella Tista and Artilleria Cusrtels. These armed

militants were assigned to guard the central roads, electric and water

plants, snd transportation facilities of Costa Rica. OSource msintained :
that the hidden arms and archives of the Party were then and are still 1
stored in the finoe Sen Jose de la Montana, fifteen kilometers north of

Heredis.

he Confedseracion de Trabajadores de Costa Rica (CTCR) was converied into -
s milltary headquarters for the PV, and there troops arrived from di fferent L
parts of the country, were received and exhorted in the Party cause by Mors !

and' assigned destinations. ’ H

Source atiributed the apparent lack of interest of the PVP in teking over
vhe government 8t this time to the possibility thet Somoza might invsde

Costa Hica and there would be no room for Communism. PVP leaders deemed
11 preferable to make an arrangement with the revolutionary forces, which
they effectively did. Source was definitely of the oplinion that there :
was & working arrangement between Figueres and the PP, #

Arms in the Possegsion of the Vanpuardia Populer. Despite the confiscation
of PUP arms by the junta, source maintains that the Party has in its
possession no Jess than 500 Mouser rifles, 4 heavy Browning machine guns,

2 90" mortars, 4 Naxim stationery heavy machine puns, 5 Neuhassn machine
gons, 10 »45~caliber Rising machine guns, and other Preda and Lewie gums. :

Present Direction of the Venguardia Populer. Accompanied by Carmen Lyra,

gsrnel Moras was forced to leawe the country at the reguest of the governing

junta, Taking refuge in Mexico, Mora has been in cortact with his Party

¢olleagues. One of the principsl communications received by the Pariy ;
from Mora is that the Party should remainneutrdl in sll counter-revolutionsry i
attempts against the governing junts. - :

In the 8 Drcember 1948 electiona for a Constitutional Conventlion, the

Party left its militants at liberty to vote as thoy pleased, bub recommerded
the ticket of the Comstitutional Party, formed in the main of caplitalists L
and enemies of the PW. According to source, this recommendation by Mora
was made to extract votes, and in this he succeeded, as ihe other parties f
opened & campaign against the Constitutional Party because of Mora's

statement which constituted an allisnce. Many PVP members, howsver, prin-

cipally those of the banana zone, supported the Sccial Democratic Party

icket, tentemount to the revolutionary party in power.

According to source, the leaders of ths Nicaragusn liberation Movement have
been trained by the PVWP for many years, Whatever may be the movement against
Somoza, the PVP, g5 well as the Socialist Party of Nicaragua and the
Gonfederation of Workers of Nicaragua, will join forces, but their leaders
wpuld all be PUVP members. Not only the Socialist Party of Nicarsgun, but
slso the Comite Obrero de Liberacion Nicaraguense (C0LMN), have been
organized in Costa Rica under the megia of the PV, Rosendo Arguelle,
parannial Nicaraguan revolutionary, has established contact with Efraim
Hodriguez, organizer of the COLN in Costa Rica. leaders of the PWP
participated in the meetings, and the affiliates for "Iliberastion® approach
shoat 3000 militsnts.

Organization of the PW, Owing to the expulsion of PVP members from private
goierprises and from the government, all the cells connected thereto have
cessed to exist, 2s well ss cells in the Pacific Railiroad, Public Works, and
the municipal worksy Cells now function and are localized in districts,

The new organization for the Central Canton of San Jose is as follows:

co IAL
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a, Distpito del Carmen--compesed of Berrios Amon, Cuesta de Moras, le
Fabrics de Licores, Morezan, Escalante, Santa Teresita, Otoya, Aranjues,
El Empalme, and Celifornia.

b. Distrito la Merced--composed of Barrios Paso de 1a Vaca, Mexico,
Penltenclaria, Hincon de Cubillos, Iglesias Florea, Peor es Nada, and
La Pitabhaya. '

o Distrito Hospital--composed of Barrios Sen Francisco de Mata Redords,
Calle de Menas, Santa Iucia, Republica de Cuba, La Puebla, Los Angelees,
Kelth, la Constructora, Carit, Cemsnterios, Bollivar, Corazon de Jesus,
Zan Bosco, La Polvora, El Pacifico, log Pinos, Teodoro Picado.

d. Distrito Catedral--composed of Barrios Dolorosa, Soledad Cuestsa de Mora
(Sur), leberinto, Lujan, Casas del Gobierno, Segundo Tubo, Turrujal,
Gelifornie (scuth side), Plaza Viquez, La Cruz, Gusll o Villefranca,
Conzalez lLahmann, Unlversidad, Sen Czyetano, and Cepitolio.

e, Distrito de Zepote-—composed of Barrios los Mangos, Turrujal, Ssn Dimas,
Civdadela Calderon Munoz (esst side), and Meria Aguiler.

£~ Digtrito de San Francisco de Dos Rlos--composed of Barrios Los Juanes,
¥ Griaga, Calle Nueva, Los lMendez, and Antolin Fsllas,

g. Distrito de la Uruca--composed of Barrlos Las Animes, Vueltas del
Virilla, La Ceja, Bajo del Rio Torres, Electriona, Callecilla de Pavas,
Calle de la estacion.

h. Distrito de Yata Redonde-—composed of Bsrrios Calle de los Morenos,
falle del Goif Club, Celle Los Sotos, Calle de Pavas, Calle Los Alverez,
los Anonos, Calle de la Paragueria, Sabapa.

i. Distrito de Pavae~-composed of Barrios Hacienda Rohrmoser, Rincon Grande,
imcherias, Sen Pedro, 3ant2 Barbara de Pavas.

Jo Distrito de Hatillo--composed of Barrio ILa Villanea,

k. Distrito de San Sebastian--—composed of Barrios Pzso’ Ancho, Cascajal, :
ifuna Park, Lotes Mongitos £

The Political Committee or Politburo of PVP. Provislionally, this commitiee
contalns the fellowing leaders:

Arnoldo Ferreto Segura Luisa Conzalez

imis Csrballo Corrales Rodolfo Guzman Rodriguez
Jaime Cerdas Mora . Efraim Rodriguez Vanegas
Carlos Luls Fallaz Sibaja Jose Vines Vizoso

Provineisl Organization of the PVP. The following Secretaries Genersl are
designated in their respective provinces:

Marco Aurelio Soto Alajuela

¥ario Zunmiga Aguilar Puntarenas

Merio Mata Cartago '
Sdwin Madrigsl Heredie £
Adan Guevera Centenc Guanaceste ;
Rogelio Csrlos Mendoza Limon f

Lonr TAL,
s
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JYenguardie Popular Women's Organization. Women members of the PYP have
baen active in the intelligence service of the Party, also acting as
courisrs carrying orders and circulating mimeographed sheeta of Trabajo,

the clandestine PVP bulletin. The women's organization of the Party con-
tinues to be called Union de ¥ujeres del Fueblo (UMP),

PVP Propagsnde. The editing and circuletion of Trebajo is directed by Luisa
Gonzelez and Arturo Montero Vega.

Communications of the Party. 4ccording to source, the Party is in clsndestine
communication with Manuel Mora in Wexico by means of a short-wave radio
station. The location of this station is not yet known, In order to send
communications to the exterior the Party is using Kussian Poles who help the
Party in Costa Rica.

PYP Contacts in Paname. By mesns of mail in the banans zone on the southern
frontier the Party has contact with Bsldomero Gonzalesz 0. in La Chorrea,
Panawe. Daniel Betancourt is enother agent of the Party in Panams.,

_Gonclusions, On the basis of his observations, source has arrived at the
following conclusions:

#. JIn spite of the fact that the FVP does not at ﬁresent tske part in public
functions, source considers that tha actions of the governing junta favor
future intervention of the Party in the politics of the country.

b. The PVP can claim whenever they want that they never had the extra-
ordinery tax on capital in their program, but as the demsge is now done and
the principle established, it is possible that in the future the action

or politice of the Party will be more stringent than ever against capital,
If, during the present regime, it is not possible to nstionalize electricity,
it is certain thebthe cempalgn for its nationalization will be maintained in
the future as a major plank of the Party.

¢. The establishment of .a militery junta in Costa Rica will not prejudice
the future development of the illegal PVP,; vecauss of the fact that
oppression creates fanatics and martyrs,

do The PVP has not combaied the foreign militsrists in Coste Rica who
organized to attack Nicaragua under the name of the Caribbesan leglion or

Army of Liberation. The direct participation of leaders such as Juan

Bosch in these milltary orgamizations snd the necesaity of obtaining soldiaers
from the working class bear no good omen for the peace of Central Americs,
since such organizations as the PYP will maintain these soldlers on a2 war
Fooling to prevent the estsblishment of constitutionsl order.,

#  Assassinated in December 1946,

L
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