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1. Tran Van Tuyen and Nguyen Ung Thal arzived in Bangkok from Saigon on
7 January 1949 via Air France, Tran 7an Tuyen is travelling under the
alias Fham Thal.* Both he and Nguyen Ung Thal hold French passports
25X1X6 with Vietnamese nationality, documents which are not easily obtained.

2. Nguyen Ung Thed is a Chinese about L years of age. He speaks Swatow
dialect, Cantonese, and Cochinchineso with fluency. He also speaks some
French. Nguyen Ung Thal claims to be a merchant and Journalist and has
written many anti-French articles in the Salgon press for which he was
recently threatened with deportation. To obtain a French passport under
Vietnamese nationality, he pald a Freich Surete agent 5000 plasters.
Nguyen Ung Thal has many connections vith Bangkok Chinese businessmen
and it 1s through them that he hopes 1o accomplish certain commercial
projects while in Bangkok.

3. Both Tran Van Tuyen and Nguyen Ung Thal have recelved perulssion to
remain in Siam for a period of a month through the assistance of Chinese
friends. They have declared that they want mothing to do with the French
authorities although they could more e:sily arrange iumigration matters.

4. A Siamese police officer paid an unoffi:ial visit to Tran Van Tuyen at his
room in the Europe Hotel in Bangkok on ! January. This meeting lasted
three hours which possibly indicates a (eep interest on the part of the
police. :

5. The Viet Minh is aware of Tran Van Tuyen's arrival. In the opinion of
one source, Tuyen is an important figure and is thought to be on a
rather significant wission. The Viet Mith maintains a close survelllance
25X1X6 of his activities.it

- 6. Imnediately upon arrival, he called on sevoral Siamese princes. The
Siamese Consul in Saigon is a close frieni,
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“Q%ni, gave detalled background information

on iran van and ou his connection with Bao Dal. Tuyen
was formerly closely associated with the VEQDD and has aernd as a
llaison between that group and Bao Dal.

25X1X6 Comment. Tran Van TW'B story of virtual flight from
Sgon !s probably untrue as he threatensd to return to Saigon
rather than endure slight inconveniences imposed by the Siamese
immigration aathorities. A refugee with a French passport and a

former emissary of ex-Emperor Bao Dal would hardly find it necessary
to flee Salgon.

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP82-00457R002500270011-7



