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Dr. Carlos Castillo lbarra, who left El Szlvador to return to Custemala on
21 February, was still undecided on that date about the disposal of certain
arms he was in & position to obtain in Gu~temela, and which are desired by
two fections in El Salvador, the partissns of Major Humberto Wllalta and
those of Carles Llerens, Rector of the National University. Castillo Ibarra
was disposed to glve the srms to whichever Central American revolutionery
group is first prepared to use them in Honduras, Nicaragua, or El Salvador,

Castille Ibarra reported that in a letter dasted 12 February which wds written
to him by Juan Jose Meza from Mexico, Meza revealed thet he had bsen in per-
sonal contact with Wllalta. Wllalta left El Salvador for the United States
on 9 February, having been bought off by the Selvadoran junta for $11 5,000
but 8ccording to Castillo Ibarra, he is no longer going to the United Ststes.
Meza stated he had also been in »ritten contact with Osorio, whose sentiments
were now favorable to supporting the anti-Somoza movement .

Shortly before Castillo lbarra left El Salvador, he secured the pledge of

Dr. Llerena that all the civilian members of the governing junta favored
supporting the anti-Somoza movement. Dr. Reineldo Galindo Pohl, who had pre-
vicusly been apprehensive about the legallty of such a pledge, had now joined
the others. :

Cagtillo Iberra stated that he intended to report to President Arevalo in
Buatemala that ex-President Csrias of Honduras is gathering his forees to

. remove President Galvez.

5

Castillo Ibarra received a letter recently from Adolfo Ortegs Diaz, &
Nicaraguan contact in New York and Washington, who is planning to return %o
Costa Rica seon. In the letter, Ortega Diaz commented on a plan Castillo
Ibarra had submitted to him for attacking Somoza through a system of small
commando relds instead of orgenizing & large, coordinated military movement.
Ortege Diaz reported: that he would be able to obtain & ship cspable of
transporting 200 men at a price of ®12,000, if Castillo Ibarra could obtain
the money in E1 Salvador., :

Castillo Ibarra described the plan submitted to Ortega Disz as featuring &
small-scale attack to begin in the Las Segovias area of Njicaragua. The
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mumber of men now contemplated for use was 300-500, in patrols of 25-60
men each, instead of an army totaling 5000 as plenred in Janusry. Costillo
Ibarra sald that the area had been determined after observing that both
the air force and Guardia Naclonel of Nicsragus had proved ineffective in
Las Segoviae, and that the Guardia was even afraid to enter it.

Castillo Iberra also clarified the reasons why the Nicaraguan revolutionists
were s8till interested in obtaining additional arme stores in spite of repeated
statements that they hed more than enough moterial for an attack.## He said
that the overall strategy had chenged, and it was planned for the Nicaragusn
revolutionists and Hondurans to initiate the government, rather than wait for
1t to originete in the countries of thp "big friends®—President Prio and
Juan Bosch of Cuba, and President Arevalo of Cuatema2ls. Cestillo Ibarra added
that he hoped to obtein the $50,000 from E1l Szlvador for arms transportation
costs in order to be able to confront Prioc and Arevalo with the statement,
“The battle against Somoza has begun. You have the materisl we need to finish
it, and here is the momey to pay for its transportation.”

Commsnt. Osorio hes given only verbal support to the Nicaraguan
revolutionary movement. He has failed thus far to translate any of his
words into sction.
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