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The Comrunist Party in fuayaquil has riven full support to the strike of the
Guayaquil eity employeces. Party members during the wes’t of 9-15% February
were askod to make sponial eontributions to 8 strike fund. Certain members
vere obligtod to paint and post oigns in the workers! district urging all
workers to support the strike, Desnite the Commnists! offorta, 1t was
expocted that the strike would be terminated by 17 February 1949, since the
strikers have no aceunulated funds, and the Cormunist Party at this time
has no allowance to aid the work atoopape.

Although Cor—unist nombors, hetded by Manuel Arennos, a city ecouneilpan, and
Vizente Iturrslde s had been agltating among the mmicipal vorkers since the
niddle of January 1949, it was not deeided definitely by Party leaders until

11 February 1949 that the strike should be carried ont. Certain leaders had

not favored the strike since Prosident Galo Plaza Lasso had prorised unofficially
to allow the Corrmnist Party freedon 2z long as it refrains from organizing
crippling strikes,

Anbitious Communist leaders had hored to oust Mafael Guerrero, the present
mayor, by means of a prolonged strike » and then place Alberto Ordensnza, a
Commmist councilman, in his nosition. The Commmmnists consider Guerrero the
only strong candidate in the next elty elections and they had hoped to eliminate
hin 28 a contender by means of the atrike,
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