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The following is a partial translation of a Chinese Communist document
obtained in long Kong. !lost of the names have boon rendsred in Wede-Giles
romenization, but a few are reproduced as received. Ths original translation
contained the neme of the author in transliterated Cantonese, as IIUI Shut.

In Tads-Giles romanication, this wuld probubly have been HSU Shih,

llowover, the churacters received wors (#f % ) end read HSU Pao in the
liede-Giles, This discrepaucy probably results from a confusion of two
charscters, ’g (shih) and ¥ (pac). The form HSU Shih is adopted

- below as more probably correct,

Family backgrouad

I am & native of Fu shen (i W ), Nenhai “istrict (% 51‘5})9 ly father

is & merchant. I have six brothers and s younger sister. Iy four elder
brothers arc university graduates. One of them iz now a court magistrate.
Apother 1s secretary to a Retomstruction Buresu. The two others are middle
school teachers., Ly two younger brothers are teachers in a primary schoeol.

My sister is a student. HSU Chien (¥ 4% ), the elder brother who is a
court magistrate, is a liberal and was formerly clossly sllied to our )
comrados, HSU Husi-min (3 {§ J&), the elder brother in the Reconstruction
Buresu, used to be the secretary-general of a Kuomintang Yigtrict Perty

office. He is a wvory subversive person., The other two elder brothers,

HSU Chien (3f {£ ) and HSU Kan ($§ 4f), may become my comrades., My
1ittle brother also maey join the party. )

I have been away frowm ny feuily for some eight years. I understand thero has
been very little change during this period.

Decision to joiny the revolution

3. iy family was well-to~cdo and had good living standards before the war. .
Although my father wes a morchent, he was very interested in the rearing of
his childran end emcouraged us to sesk high goals. Undsr his guidance we
weore inbued with a middle-ofwths-road outlock and a desire to attain high
positions in scoiety. '
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The outbresk of Sino«Jspancse hostilities caused the bankruptey of my

. family. My ambition to climb to a high position in socieby began to waver,

Ly situation appesred hopeless unless I joined the revolution. Formerly,

I liked the idea of revolution because of' its theoretical appeal. An easy
home 1life and submission to tempiation had prevented my active participation
in the revolution. Now these obstacles no longer existed and there being
no reason for hesitation, after no little mental oconflict, I made my choice.

Ideological development

I was rether premature in my thinking and feelings., iy elder brothers used
to explain to me such terms as "proletariat" and bourgeoisie," At the same
time a friend of mine, LO Ch'eng-chien (Jf & &), whowas studying in
& law college, iufluenced we greatly by his many letters to me, especially
after the "lukden Incident." I was thea in the graduating olass of
primary school. Ths srrest of LO was s great shock te ms, & boy only

sixteen years of gge. LO later bscame a remegade and even led the reuctionaries

in rounding up & number of his comradesa.

From my elder brothers I loarned of the loss of anchuria begause of the

non-resistence of the government. This and LO'S arrest instilled in me an
intense detestation of the ruling goverament. Howsever, I was, at the most,
only an ultra-nationalist. I admired Uitler end lMussolini, Every morning

. Irevered theirphotos in my study. I loved to read their biegraphios.

While in junior-middls school I joined the reading club sponsored by my
brothers. Through their influenmce I developed a blind worship of the
Chinese Commmist Party and a blind sbhorrence of the government. However,
I wes unsble to envisage victory of the revolution..

The Peiping student movemont made m deep impression on ms. When I read the
Canton Hational Times' editorial stigmatising these s tudents, I cried in

sympathy for them,

At the time of the Sian Incidemb I wished that the Young “arshael had
exacuted CUIANG Kai-shek., I rimmed all hopes of China's salvation on the
Chinsse Communists. Tnles of the Chinese Communist guerrillas as told in
WANG Hing's (. 9f) Struggle for an Indepsndent, Frees and Happy New China,
a copy of which my elder brother sscrotly gave me %o read, made me think of
‘them as a mighty "heavenly ermy” shrouded with mystery.

At the time of the outbresk of Sino-Japemese hostilities I was in the

Keng Shuit ifiddle School in Shapiug, loshan District. Because of my patrietic
enthugiasm I organized a reading club and a student council, I aiso
actively engaged in propaganda work in the rural asreas md solicited funds
for the 8th Routs Army. These mctivities attracted the sttention of the
headmaater of the school, who wns H3IAO Fan's (ﬁ' %) younger brother.,
When the heesdmaster learned that Iwas preparing to take the money I had
solicited to Canton, a sinister plot was plammed ageinst me. Illowever, the
prefect of studies in the schcol gave me a timely warning which enabled me
to s teal way to Centon ond turn the sum over to Comreds YUN Kuang-ying
(E }% % } through the introduction of HSIA Yem (B £F) of the National
Salvation Daily News,

I becams a good friend of the special representative in Hoshan PYistrict of
the Kuomintang Party office, This encouraged me considerably. While touring
the rural districts as a ropresentative of my school, with the Hoshen
Magistrate HSIEH Ho-nien (‘é,g"f %g,; .#-)during a national s plvation publicity
campaeign, in my spoeches I openly quoted from the pamphlet International
Rplations of 1937, +his naturally made them suspicious of Fe, 1% served

to illustrate my love for s howinpg off,
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Some of my schoolmates were pianning a trip to northern Shensi and
offered to help defray my travelling expenses. I declined on the pretext
that to participate in the revolution itwas not sbsolutely nocessary
for youths to go to the communists, as long as they knew where they
stood and would not forszake their position. My excuse was based on en
article witten by LIN Tsu-hen (FX #H& ), Actuelly, my individualism
waa hard at work, and I felt that the victory of the Chinese Commnists
might not come for a long tiwe.

I was proud of my own ability and complacent in my progressive thoughts.
T had the ability to persuede others aud could spesk or write so as to
commend attention among the messes. 4lso, my femily couldstill afford
to pay for my university educetion. These considerations made me
optimistic as to my future. 1y ambition to be prominent in an
officialdom of good, honest men continued unebated.

Before long the middle school students of the province wers ordered to
assemble at Enping (8 - ) for collective militery training.
ialtroatment caused some of the Kwong Ngeh Hiddle School students %to
lead an escspe which I joined.

Soan after I returned to my native villege Canton fell to the Japenese.
Yle were evecuated to Xaiping Listrict (gﬁ Sf-). The trenquillity of
home 1life did not sgroe with us, so my brothers end I joined the 131is%
Squed of the War Servies Squads. Our patriotism and desirs to gein ace
in the strugele of the nation forced us to overcome the serious objections
our father had to our mombership in this guerrille unit. After a while
our unit was faced with certain defeat by the Japsnsse, and cur capture
by them wes ineviteble. We doserted the guerrilles and returned to our
homs »

:_;.{iddle Schgg‘?g.w

I entored the Yuet Shan 1jddle School in Mecso smd studied hard, hoping
%o be mble later on to onter a famous wniversity snd e ventuslly turn out
to be a great man, Ly merks were oxcellent, I also won hipgh pleces in
speect contzats.

Former schoolmates in the interior wrote reproachful lotters to me.
ipadually my spirit was enlivensd again. I entered the Provincial
Central Yistricts' Provisional .liddle School just across the border in
Chumgshan (W W3 ) District. Hy enthusissm for anti-Japanese activities
rose, as my interest irn studios wemed. I seemed to have mede 8 gtride
forward in my ideological development. I orgsmized the school's r eading
club, A%t & memorial meeting on 18 September a strange character mads

& speech appealing for the denunciation of all forms of imperialism. [
followed him with a point-by=point refutation of his spesch. Because

of this I geined popularity end at once becams a central figure in the
school, It was because of this success that [ decided to engage in
politics instead of atlernding to my studies. In the svenings I conducted
“anti-Trotskyite" conferancss attended by radical elements, some of whom,
in my igmorange, were themselves Trotskyites, Soon events began to turn
szeinst us. he "Anti.Japenese Pionsers® Group” was first to be
dissolved in Chungshan. Irotskyites were then very sctive, Becauae of
the lack of guidance from the orgenization, lwas very sad indesd. Yet,
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i refused to believe that thore could be any Chinese Commumist orgsnizatiom
within the sochool. The Chinese Communist Farty to us was still sa idel.

An old schoolmate whom I had helpad convert in ideclogical beliefs told me
that he had been approached by some one who was anxlous for him to join the
Chinese Communist Perty- There i3 no doubt that in seeking my advioce he also
wanted me to joim. I edvised him against such s move, as felt . that
admission to the Party was a difficult matter and that probably the persom
jnviting him to join was 8 rotskyite. I therefore nissed my first chence to
join the organization.

Touth Corps,

After greduation from middle sohoel I sought a job in rain. As a result of
my desperats conditiom, I tcok the entrance exemination for the Sen Min
Chu T Youth Corps Cadre Treining Class. Out of four-hundred cendidat es
taking the examination, ! emsrged with the highest mark.

The Corps Commendent was the intelligonce chief TS'AI Ghingmchun(?,{»‘? £ ‘:?i)
and ths Corps' prefecct of studiss-was CHEN Yi-fu (% % 74 ) who is
presently on the staff of the Provincial Perty office. im the cadres’

cemp the instructors studiec my personal history and preached to me about
the evils of the Third Intermabional. Some one was assined to make a
regular inspection of my diary. Ca Sundays I would be accompanied to

book stores and tea houses. However, beceause of their outwerd friendliness
towards me, I was outspoken in my beliefs. They intercepted a letter 1
wrote ip which I stated thai "the Youth Corps is the last card in the havds
of the Kuominteng.” A frierd of mine in the Corps advised 1s that the Corps
suthorities were plaming fo srrest me. I them realized that the hope of
"rovernwent by a fow good honsst men" was an impossibility. In pregiding
&t & sub-group debate on “How to Guard Against Activities of the Opposition
Party® I merely summarized the corclusions reached without exiress'ng my
sndividusl opinion. This mnde me the target of more suspicion. I
represented the Youth Corps Trainiag Class. in a " Join~the-Army-Campaign"
speech contest and won firs: place. This brought honor to the Youth Corps
Training Class and improvod their impression of me., Ilowever, their
suspicions never coascd, and they continued to think of ways for exploiting
mse to their advantage.

The three months of training ended. On the day after graduation CIEN Yi-fu

(8. & #}), one of the Blue Shirt leaders in Chiuchieng {(#. x.) =nd

concurrently Chiuchiang Youth Corps Branch secretary, had a personnl
conversation with mo, e wented me to go to Chungking with him esither to
work or study. I roefused his offler on the ground that I had intersions of
enrolling in the Literabturs and 3cience College of Kwangtung. Thi: was the
turning point of my life. »

Liemborship in the Chinese Commnist Yarty

At this collepe the orgenization was nmaking definite progress. I foliowed
the advice of UUANG Hai-yen (% 5 :%)end severed all relations with
CHEN Mung-fan, prefect of studies in the Youth Corps. HUANG was the
orgenizations special representstive at the college, I was in a dtate of
memtal confusion. Because 1 had been in the Youth Corps, progressive
schoolmabes thought I was e "white.® Beceuse I avoided the company of
the s soret-gervice students snd oi'ten opposed them, I was also braaded s
a "red." These conflicting forces affected me so mich that one night I
could not refrein from orying my heart out. HUANG widerstood my
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predicarent and sought to prepare me to becoms a member., I was vory
happy. Yot, I fearaed that after becoming a member "my face would bear

a Laint" and I would at once be arrested by the roactionaries, I sought
the advice of my good firriend and schoolmate CHENG Yer-wen (%‘5 ];"," L)
who was already a member. He said, "For the sake of your own safety,

Yyou can get better cover by joining then not beceuse the party is
thoughtful of the security of its men," Thus I made my decision to

joina the organization. Howover, personal considerations s till entersd
my mind, Schoolmate HUANG was of the opinion that Iwas valuable, deapite
my shortcomings., He accepted my request to become a member, Thereafter,
he took great pains to educate me. It was then lay 1941, Iwas
refreshed in spirit af'tor the move. I sew the guiding star and was no
longsr groping in the dark,

Party activities

The organization made plens to oust HSU Sung-ping (/3 4B ), the
prefect of the college and a CC Clique man. On the first night we
asraulted his right-hand men Professor CHIANG (3. ) and succeeded in
forcing him to quit the college. On the second night we assaulted [SU
but failed in our objective. Two schoolmates were apprehended and
put into prison. I wes dismissed from the college. :

Through CHEN Hung-fan I became prefect of morals in the Chung Ching

<iddle Sohool of Whampos. This I did with the consent of the organization.
This school was the rendezvous of secrot-service s tudents. By giving ms
the position CHEN evidertly intended to watch ovor me closely and to
exploit ms. Under the crganization’s zuidence I did sn sxcellent Jjob

of covering up.

Iwas soon transferred to the nost of politieal supervisor in the
"Overseas Chinosce Youth Returmees' Camp" which was under the directiom
of CHEN Hung-fam. At this time I slso ceme into contact with the CC
Clique, and LIV Wei-sem (@ 432 ﬁ.) was anxious that I join the Clique.
I was helping CC Clique peoplo’edit their mouthpieces Red Farth end
Cultursl News. Since I refused to leave the "Youth Returnses’ Camp"

they had to finally give up their attempts to have me join,

#ith the Human Tobaccc ilomopoly Bureau

It was about 194(3). Tho orgenization was dissolved. The soorete
service agents were ceusing us much discomfort. ly former teachsr,
Professor CHEN Chia-chi ( % ﬁ_), was going to llunen to becoms
secrotary to the Iunan Honopoly Pureeu Directer. I availed myself of
the opportunity to go with him and resigned from my post in the

"Youth Returnees? Cemp®™ on the pretext that the remunsration was
insufficient for my own subsistence. I became the Hangyamg Tobacco
ilonopoly Bursau®s repressntative detailed to factories. Working along
with mo was Comrade HSIEH (%4f ) of ths North River intelligemce staff.
During my stay of one year in Hamgyang, I remembersd the party slogan
spoken by my chief in Chiuchiang: "Be a model government civil s ervant;
don't be corrupt.” I refused bribes from all factory mesnagers. -
ilowsver, this only served tec allew graft to flow direct to the chief of
the bureau who made a graat den) of money, whereas I becems his
scapegoat as a result of slander by my sssocietes, Comrade HSIEH
knows vhet I did,

Life of a refugee

Later I wastransferred to Chanesha., As I was out of contact with the
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organization for over one year and unable to combet the putrifying environs
mont T was in, I led s demoralized life. Soon afterwards Changsha fell to
the Japamese. I drifted to M:npysng. Kweilin, Liuchow, Wuchow and Hsinhsing
- ﬁg@ ) where I sottled down at a frisnd's house. DJuring these
wanderings ‘I depended on = schoclmate, CHENG (ﬁ”& } for economic amid.

27. On my way to Kwongning, whers I was to become prefect of atudies in a
widdie achool, I was captured by the Japanese. Their attepts to have
me do propaganda work on the wuchow front were not successful. Witk
surprising leniency the Jopenese released me after two days detemtion.
T then went to Eaiping (P} ¢ §7). At the Changsha Teachers' Training
School I met my former ohief, HUANG Hai-yen (& & i%). HUANG, who
is now decossad, advised me to join the "forces,"

28. I went back to my native villége in enemy-occupied Fu sham. There I
raised enough money for a trip to llscgo on my way to Chungshen. I
intended: to, join the Paarl River Column,

Jn Chinese Communist military umit

29, During my trip I encountered an old schoolmate of the Literature and
Science Colloge in Centon named CHUNG (F%. ), As I was well-acquaintsd
with his background, I informed him of my decision to join the Pearl River
Colum., He parsuaded me %o join the East River Column insteed. Im
December 1943 I was underpoipg training in the areas under the control
of that unit, as a member of its Cadres Training Class.

50, After one month of training I wes appointed assistant editor of the
Forward Post, I was greautly inspired by ths s tern attitude for werk
wid wods of 1living of Comrade YANG Ch'i (#p -#] ), a collesgue on the
staff of the publication,

31. ¥y noxt position was head of a publicity and education section in a
detachment of the North River umits,

The Resistance Nsws

32. \ihen our troops entered Yingtak Gk 1E ﬁ\ } I was much pleased when I
was given the job of editing the Rpsistance News, a newspaper vhich the
unit had just started to publish,

33. llead of the Party Branch was HUANG Ch'in (’ﬁ ;i;{)o It was because of his
glib tongue and pleasing porsonality that he was elected to the positiom.
He was artful and treacherous., I did not like him, Under him the
organization was not successful and becaue a useless eppendix to the
fighting unit, He was very friendly to LI Tung-ming (£ ¥ ¥R),
politicel commissar, who knew of HUANG'S faults but took no action
concerning them because of their friendship. Iwas opposed toc entrusting
UUA'G with importent duties. &hen Political Commissar LI consulted me
on the matter, I betrayed my responsibility to the party and did not
reveal my unfavorable impressions of HUANG for fear of offending &
superior officer.

34. The policy of the North Biver units was them rightist. This was msnifest
in matters concerning the reduction of rent and interest, and a united
front. I never doubbed +ha smundness of their poliey. Only now do I’
realize that it was illogical. . I wna of the opipion that united front
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required alliance with the upper strata of society. Yet, I felt that
reduction of rent and interest was essential. I asked Commissar LI if

I should raise the issues involved in the Resistance News, LI said

they could be "shelved" for the time being. Because of my blind faith
in LI I dropped the matter, el though I did not comcur with his views.
Soon after the reactionariss launched their offemsive sgainst us, we
hecsme disintegrated because we hnd alienated ourselves from the peasants
and were in close accord with the "enlightened squires” of the country.

At first the Resistance News consisted only of ome sheet published with
the duplicating mschino, Commigsar LI expressed a desire that the newc;aper
consist of mors then one sheot. Ihe publication of one shest kept me quite
busy. Besides, therc was iLittle news aveilsble from monitoring radio nsws
brosdcaste. However, just to please him, I promised to increase the size
of the newspsmp er, without even a careful estimate of the capaocity of the
duplicating machine tenders and other limitetiomns. Under the pressurs of
oxcessive work difficulties arose in the duplicating sectiom. With no
sympathy for the herdships of my comrades and without inquiry into possible
defects in my own leadership, I reprimsaded them individuelly for
inefficiency. [ segregated myself from my subordinates and the masses in
my desire to be close To my supsriors. Thus the work of the duplicating
section was in a perpetual state of confusien.

Digsension in ths perty

Some time later LIAQ Heng (Egl 45 ) wns appointed to head the Organization
Ssutione His fondness for formality and red tape was resented by all the
comrpdes,; Ve did not even offer the eriticism forthcoming from a good
comrade. hen Comissar LIS order came for all of us to work in Hsinfeng
Gy ¥4 ) and for LIAC to be our political head, we rebelled. In
place of centralized autherity we demanded divided responsibility and
demoeracy. This aggravated the internal disunity prevailing. Comissar
LY called an executive conferencs wherein he pointed out our deviation
from party principles and exhorted us to undertake mutual and self
oriticism. At the conference I rondered an honest account of my own
shortcomings snd end at the same time in outspoken fashion enunsrated
LIAO Henmg's faults, Commissar LI thought I had given a model "gelf=
criticism.” After this our unity was strengthened, and I was allowed to
do political work. ’

A political worker

I did not do well, Dluring the critical period of the civil war, I allowed
a feeling of ease and laxity to pervade here and there. The party’s spirit
of struggle in its work was not fostered. Ihe party set-up formed en
unnecessary appendix burdening the troops. Our days were spent ir an
atmosphere of peece and comtent. I excused my inertia in tolerating such a
condition on the grounds of Wnstable environs.

Deviation from communist ethioi

Once while we wero on the msrch and amidst great egonomic difficulty,

LIAO Heng (& 47 ), staff officer LI Tsung-fen (£ % %) md

myself ordefsd the "little devils" to cook glubinous rice for uss
Although it was not done on my initistive, at least itwas done with my
approvel and tacit consent. Ve well knew that we were yielding ourselves
to the love for comfort, corruption and waste. e tried to excuse oursslves
by noting that we officers deserved soms of the amenities of life so long

a3 the fighting men on ths f ront wore not told about i%., Ve did not follow
the example of endursnce snd seif'~denial exhibited by the officers in

The Southward Fxpedition written by WANG Chen (£ % ). Later we realized
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our mistaks vhen we were engaged in formulating policy on ths basis of the
feeling of the masses of the people. However, we forgot curselves
‘terwards and used public funds to buy tobacco while the situation wes
still grave, We did not think muach of such a form of corruption. It
was -only when our fighting men stole into our quarters in search of
cigaretts butts that woe felt bad. In the main, we yet comsidered
ourselves quite honest and dutiful. Once, while I was sick, T conspired
with soms "little devils" and comredes of the “raffic division to obtain
eloven tasls of rice instead of the regular raliion of e ight teels. In
answar to e reninder of the wiolation by a tralfic division comrade, I
guid, "We are convalescents. An addition of twe or three tasls would de
us no horm." This sorves as another illustrat:ion of my love for comfort.,

while we were in hiding, the people told us "071 Kware" (sic) was
approaching. Unwilling to leave our cosy home and run for shelter in ths
hills, I remained, It was not long before we wore surrounded by soms
two-hundred men of the enemy forces. Luckily wo s3caped,

After rejoining the forces, I worked rery hard, <he convention of the
Political Comsultative Council resuited in wishful thinking about the
peace. We lessened cur active combat activities and were sxpecting
peace., '

We joined the forces of Vomrsde WU (&P ). The l'sgional Party Office's
directive also reached us. Comrade W thought thet peace was impossible
and urged us to forget sbout it, Ths three of us argusd with him in vain
and reported him to the superior officer, branding WU as a "closed docr
dogmatist," The northern cvascuation oventuslly made us understand who had
misjudged the situation,

Stay in Honmg Eong

during the evacuation I was efficially imstructed by Comrade WU to go to
liong Komg and await orders from liong Kong (Commmis® authorities),
Comrede YAO Huang-hsisng (%k 2. %3 ) was in favor of my going to the
North, but Comrade CHANG Feng (7% 1#.) wanted me to stsy in Hong Kong-
I had no porsonal desire, and w:is willing +to obsy ary order from the
authorities, I remained in Hong Xong for soms four months with nothing
to do.

Defaction in the ranks

- Juring the northward ovacuation it is an estsblished Pfact that the suthorities

wors not sufficiently concernsd aboubt the treatment given to cadres. Hence,
many comrades became "little brosdoasting statioms.” I heard the romances
of Biz TUMG (K. 2K ). I learned that some deserters like HUANG CHin

(. % ) and TUTFu (3% £_) had boen given mice aspointments, while
those who had fought blocdy battles in the front were noglacted, I did

not complain. I did not consider these mistakes congsrning certain
individuals to be mistakes of the organization as e whole. T did fesl
depropssd. .

Indo-Chine assignment

After four months I was sssigned to work in Indo-Chins. Since my arrival
here in Indo-Chine, I have readily sssumed many burdens, gained gresater
gonfidence in my work, and epplied myself more asgiduously to my studies.
Yuring the past year I find that by independent effort and work I have made
more progress in my ideological development. In every day's work I spare
no effort in performing my duties, end I surrender to ro problem. I hawve
mede more progress in my work in Indo-“hina then in any other endeavor.

In my work.report from Indo-‘hina, I have already noted my shortcomings.

I will not repeat them.
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