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The following informatiom <n the armod forces of Coundor was revealed to
Vice President Sotomayor y Luna ruring a tour he made frem 20-27 Decenber 1948
through the coastal and southers. reglone of Ecuador. ‘

Gub-Lisutonants Plaira snd Rocriguoz of the Carehi Infantry Bittalion looated

at irenilias reported that th.y and othere among the 400 officers and men of

the battalion have received very tampting offers frem persons visiting thelr
station to engage in a roverant against the present povermment of Ecumdor. They
stated. that most of the off.cers, with the exception of Major Jorge E. Rocha,
Ceptain Edgar de la Tcrro, and themselves, have agreed to join the movement.

M:;rcotthooph.on ¢hat a greeter part of the troops had also fallen in

with the plan

The agltatars for this mwesent %014 the two sub~lieutenants the follouing:

a. The opposition grour is headed ty a triuvirate mde up of Dr. Carlos
Cusvara Moreno, Dr, Jose Vicente Trujillo, and Colonel Garloa Mancheno.

b. Lisutenant Colorsl Cessr Alfarc {(at present Demuty Chief of Staff) will
assuma oocrmand of the Army if the ocoup is suocessful.

¢. Three-fourthe of the Army are bshind the rovement.

d. The Gusrdia »ivil along the coast was in favor of the movement whersas the
Navy was col to the proposition, and the Alr Force pilots nonreceptive.

8. The enlist: personnel at the Guayaquil and Salinas bases were sald to be
very muoh in favor qf the idea.

. When the Prasident of Ecuador received the report of the
two sub-liertenants, he ordered that they be sent to Quito for further
questioning by him.$ »

The Comnarier of the Anti-Aircraft Dattery (20 mm.) at Santa Rosa, Captain
Baquero, rtated confidentially that he was very mmch disturbed over the ocon=~
spiring 1s;ainst the povernment which was going om within his oommand. He sald
that the conditions under which his persomnel had to live wars a most inflyential
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; L‘ot only tho enlisted personnel,
ut also the officers were aaid to bo bwlnd. Captain Bamquero “ismlayed
letters which had been semt to his soldiers and officera from variocus
politioians in Guayaquil. Thome letters as'tad that the addresoecs work
quietly to recruit followers for the movament sinee it woul! be a class
movernent direoted against the hipgher social lsvels.

The Governor of El Oro reported that the eivil authorities feli thmt the
pituation waas already lost in view of the large mumbers of supportars gined
by the moverment in the constal prnvinces and the fMilure of the government
to talee the appropriate measures ncocssary to halt this opposition. .

Information was sutmitted to the Vice President which proved the fiet that
Cantain Fontano, commander of a tank dotachmen’ which m ordored to Guayaquil
to tale care of any public disorders (of. M, 1s rro-anchenc and a
nenber of the resistance movement. Montano nas atatad that he was collabormting
with Colonel ilanchono and that the only thing holding up the coup at the
rament was the matter of getting the various elements to pull together.

Montane stated that thers was a oivilian camdesion in Quito which ms trying
to ovtain pledges from the Slerra units to jJoin the coastal units in order to
be ascured of final suscess. Major Jorge Gortaire was pointed out as one of
the ocoordinators in the Sierra. lNonteno addod further that he anl a group of
officors had uritten Manchano assuring hin of their oomtimued support and
received in a renly a letter of thanks., Mancheno wrote that he was ready to
do what he coull to vindicate the honor of the Meehanised Group (Tank Corpas),
rany menbors of which had @o gallantly died in Anpust and Sentambder 1947 that
he mipht romain President of Touador. Mancheno requested that no further
corraunication he sent to him direest as he vas being wntohe!, He suppested that
messages should de sent to his brother-in-law, Jaime Jarrin.
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