25X1A9%a

COUNTRY
SUBJECT

PUCE
ACQUIRED

DATE OF IN
25X1X6

EN

INFORMATION ‘ )
' “TAL/CCHTROL ~ U.5. OFFICIALS ONLY 25X1A2g :

oE IR 52 0045ERIRPHRS

Approved For Rm
' ENHART oo,

INFORMA

Afghanistan/Pakistan/USSR . DATE DISTR. 10 ifebruary 1849
Aotivities of the Bokharans in Afghanistan NO. OF PAGES 1
25X1A6a

NO. OF ENCLS.

{LISTED BELOW)
-‘ | SUPPLEMENT TO

REPORT NO.

l.

2,

3.

L.

There are over one million Bokharans living in Afghanistan in the north
8long the Hussian frontier. There is a colony of about $00 Bokharans in
Peshawar, and a similar colony in Bombay. These Bokharans do not intermarry
with the peoples around them, and hsnce tend to remain a olosely init

group. They feel that they must regain their independence.

The Bokharsns in Afphanistan are quite dissatisfied with their existence .
there, and feel that when they fled from fussia, they gained their religious
freedom in exchange for scomomlic slawvery. In a population of a million
Bokharans, only seven individuals have been granted external trade psrmits.
Though the Bokharans introduced the karakul sheep and rug weaving industries
and remain the chlef workers in them, they are not allowed to profit from
these industries because of the rigid export controls of the Af than government.
The local Bokharans have no woice in the government, and none of their people
hold positions of responsibility.. '

There is easy commnication betwesn the Bokharans of Afghanistan and those
aorosa the Russo-Afghan frontier. The Ruselans have publioly announced that
all Bokharans resident in Afghanistan may return to Russia without fear of
panishment. During the last ysar, 86 families of Bokharans resident in
Afghanistan heve escaped baok to Russia, and four families managed to flee
to Peshawar.

Recently, one of the few wealthy Bokharans in Kabul was accused on the most
flimsy evidence of a mirder comritted some nine years ago. Defore he could
be arrested, he toock refuge in the Russien Embassy. Four days later, when

he cams out of the Rmbassy, he was apprehendsd by the Afghan police, but

he produced a Russian passport and nationality papers; as a rssult, the
police were allowed to release him, and the whole matter was dropped.
Several other Bokharans have recently taken out Russian papers while resident

" in Kabul. Document No. 1
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