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Bl 1. mecorts fvom Gibe indicate that a clash exists betwsen President Garlos
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Pric Socdrres and Guillermo Alomeo Pujol, Vioe President, owing to the
latter's ambiition to beccme President of Cuba. Pujol is supported in his
ambition by former associates of Prio who are dissatisfied because only

the inney Prio clique has been profiting from graft under the present regime.
In an effert to countersct thia movement, Prio reportedly plans to eliminate
the possibility of opposition by combining the Cuban Revolutionary Party, the
hapublican Perty, and the Liberal Party, and by cutting potential ocpponents
in on more“grart. ' :

Aocording to Leputy Manusl Homero Psdilla, who maintains liaison betmeen
Semator Jose Nanuel Alewan in Mami, Florida, and the Union Insurreccional
fevoluciona¥ia (UIR) in Cuba, Pujol and Alemdn are working together to
oust President Prio from office in order to elewate Pujol to the presidency.
Ex-President iamon Grau San Martin is another member of the combination.
q_g;tqnnfg. Pujol told Deputy Rolando Masferrer, a member of the
Republican Farty, tha$ Alewan has no political sense but is useful becsuse
of his fimancial assistance.) :

After & visit with Serator Aleman in Miaml, Inspector Landa of the Cuban
Minietry of the Treasury asserted that certain aotivities involving the
smiggling of arms were being developed in the United States smong Semator
Aleman, Vice President Pujol, ex~Oeneral Gomes Oomes, an officer in the

Coban Army during the time of Batista, ex~Oeneral Hernandesz Naxdo, former
Chief of the Cuban Mational Police, and ex-General Prancisco Tabernilla.
Finmancial backing of theme smuggling activities, at lsast in part, wmas to

be supplied by the Dominlcan Republic. According to the Cuban Consul in

New Orlesns, four torpedo vessels hawo been purchased by these alleged
amugglers. landa asserted that the combination was associating with Trujille

" for the doubls purpose of firsnsial geln and of ezbarrassing the Prio regime

by strengtheniiy Cominioan military power.
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During a luncheon on 25 Decamber, Antonio Prio, present Vinister of the
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An incividual named dWeconcelom, who has been & frequent vieitor of Aleman

in Mami; 15 in charps of a defamition campaign against General Genevwevo Peres
lamera. This campaign his been undertaken by Aleman and ex-Oenerals Comeg
Gomes and Tabernilla to weaken the position of the Army through the ereation
of unrest and confusion, sventually, they hope, causing the resignation of
President Prio. In thie event, Woe President Pujol would then assume the
presidency of Cutm, o

Vice President Pujol, who financed part of Vasferrer's election AW 3N,
assorted to ¥asferrer thet conimary to reports he was cooperating with President
Frice He claimsd that as a result of this cooperation the Hepublicen Party
would now share in the graft in the same measure as Prio's oliqus.

Crlando Puente, administrator of the Presidential Secretariat, stated to
source that, Pujol is now working wholeheartedly with Prio. Pujol tas assured
Prio that he will not resign his position as President of the Repuhbliean Party,

it was statad further that during January 1949, Mesferrer, as well as other
Republicans, would begin to receive concessions from the government which
would consiet of botellas and shires in the distribution of lottery tickets.

Governor Maceo of Uriente Province, also a Fepublican, was assured by President
Prio that he would be the beneficiary of botellas and lottery money in the near
future, B

Sourco states that during the latter part of December 1948 it was evident
that President Prio and his brother Francisco "Paco" Prio, who is regarded
as the braims in the Prio combination, decided to eliminate all oppoaition
or the possibility of opposition by closely cambining the Cuban Revolutionary
Party, the jepublican Party, and the Liberal Party. The plan inwolves the
distritution of povermment revenue, obtained from the lottery, customs, the

‘two per cent tax, and the tax on utilities. In this way, President Prio inte

to obtain the allegiance of the leadors of the three parties. [N Coments>X1A62
A number of items appeared in the Hatans press from 21 December through

28 Lecenbar dizolosing an apparently new combination of Cuban political parties,

The jmplication was mide that the Lemoomtic Party would combine with the .
Republican Party, of which Vice President Pujol is the Mational President. The
present administrative party, which is known as the Autenticos, consists of

the Cuban levolutionary Party and the Republican Party,)

Treasury and also a brother of the President, delivered a large number of
Jjobs directly to the Vice President in order to further cement Prio's
~«lations with Pujdl. .

As a result of ropresentations made by Franciseo Prio s Senator Suaresz Rlwas
President of the Iiberal Party, hae placed the libersl Party at the disposal
of the Autenticos. [JJlcomment. Recently, an item appeared in the press
etating that Semator Suarez Rives would not present & Libermsl candidate for -
Mayor of the City of Habam in the elaction of 1950, One of the candidates

for Wayor of Habana in the election of 1950 is Antonio Pric, Suarez Rivas!
intention to enter no Ilberal Party eandidate is a move to strengthen Antonle
Prio's ohances for election, Under the present systam, Antonio Prio must

be nominated by the Mnnicipal Assembly of the Cuban Revolutionary Party, which
is controlled by intondo Fernandes Macho, a henchman of Senator Aleman. Nost
of the delegates to the Municipal Assembly of the Cuban Revolutionary Party
wore eleotad to thelr posts through funde supplied by Semator Aleman, In

order to obtain the nomimation Antonio Prio must hawe the support of Aleman,
which is'not likely, or he will mwe to buy Aleman's delsgates, Offers have
been mde to Aleman to join with the Prios in the creation of a sinple political

party.)

Deputy hasferrer stated that the object of President Prio is to create a -
system similar to that in Mexioo, where all candidates for office ars melscted
from within the factimns of one revolutionary party. Prio's intention is o
oliminate all party lim@s, All political parties will be invited to Join
except the Partido Soclalista Popular (PSP-Cuban Communist Party) and the
Cuban People's Party of kduardo Chibas. Masferrer asserted tht ex-President
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Fulpenclo PFatista. will be in the combimation, lasferrer zlso anticipated

tiai Aleman will not pive i3s wholehearted support but will tzcitly
coopernats. iasforrer belilsved that tha antire Prio mowement to combina

the parties ws undertaken because Prio was aware that Alonso Pujol wae
atiempitng to oust hiz as President in order to assums the presidency himself.
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