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8. Gottwmld's position with resreet to Moscow has been gotting weaker since
the ond of 1947. Tho February coup was arranged and direeted by Rudolf
Slansky, who of course allotted a distinguishedrels to Gottwald., In
larch, however, a conflict developed wien the Farty was selac ing a new
man to succeed Benes as Prosident of. the Republie, Cottwald s nost
unuilling to be chosen, knowing very well that the importance of the
Prosident s ruch less than that of the Prime !inister. It is said
that he became (and still 1s) subieet to erying spells and that he is
often 111 and has to be isolated somotires for a pericd of soveral days.
On the day of his election to the rreaidency his wife passionately in-
sisted ob moving to Prasue Castle ths same day. She has been the cbject of
sharp eriticism by the wives of the ciher Cormmnist ministers. Gottwald
has tried hard as President to malntain his vanishing influence. .For
instance, he ordered that he be supplied with an exact program before
‘every session of the Government and. of the Central Action Committes,
This was complisd with and his notes were aclmouledged, tut lately they

have been disregarded.

b, The wedding of Gottwald's daushter with Minister Aloxei Cepicka was por-
formed with great pomp and splendor and thereby caused a great deal of
criticism by the Czech reople. This "dynastic" wedding failed to atrengthen
Gepicka's position., He reached his sreatest prominence during the February
coup, Today he oecupies himself with carrying out measures directed apainst
the Catholie Church and Archbishop Beran., His former rolitical activities
have been for the most part traneferred to Slancky. He has no say uvhatever
in natters of foreion poliey.

c. It 1s to be noted that Gottwald, an old member of the Folitbursau, is not
losing influence very rapidly on the surface., Proof of this is his Journey
to the Crimea. There will be further oceasions, especially in foreign
polities, when his namo will be heard, Wt there will always be sorebody
at his side to direct his steps, as, for instance, did Geminder on “he
Crimean trip. '
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2. Yaclav Nosek, Minigter of the Interior

a. Nosek's weakness iz well known, Ye is not a naive politician, but he

hss many weaknesses, the rrincipal nne being that he spent all six years
of his warbime exile in London izstead of Moscow. In camitiee meatings
of Parliament in 1946 and 1947 he apoke warmly of the character of the
people of London and of the London Police, at a time when the Czech Police
werobelng criticized. These vords were noted and have not been forgotten.

. By the beginning of 1948 he no longer carried any weight, and it is now
said of him in jest that he no longer has the power to send anybody to
prison or got anybedy out of it. He attonds Government sessions, as is
his duty, but doss not speal thers oxcept to recomnend measures in his
own ninistry very briefly. .

%, The Ministry of the Interior is actually conducted by a ~roup of persons,
of whom Jindrieh Vesely, who is formally subordinate to Geneyal Janda and
to Nosek, has the greatest anthority. le ls the highest authority in all
matters pertaining to the Ministry of the Interior and is in absolute eon-
trol of the Secret Police. During the time of "Special Emergency”, i. e.
after tho death of Dr. E. Benes, Vesely croatsd a srecial new Police Corps .
of 1,200 men for the purpose of puarding and also wvatchine the Ministers
and other prominent politicians. After the escape of Dr. Zenkl the body-
guards of Ministers were changed every few days and the posts puarding
their living quarters every few hours. In the intelligence section of
Vesely's office is a ceriain Major Bedrich Pokorny. Source, who knous
him personelly, describsa him as a common asaaasin who has imprisoned and
frequently departadunwanted psople. Nosek is frequently informed of im~
portant events {the deeision of which theoretically rests with him) only
geveral days after they have happened, '

"3,  Dr. Jeromls Dolangkv. Minister of Finance

Dr., Dolansky scems to belong to Gottuwald's group, 1ike Nosek. Scuree has
known him from childhood and wont to school with him. Dolangky has been

a Communist since 1922 and spent six years in a concentration camp during the
war. He is a serious worker in economic problems and sess Commmism from an
ideslistic point of view. Fischl, who was appointed (at Hlansky's instlge-
tion) to aseist him on 1 Jamary 1948, actually wields tha real authority

in the Ministry. Dolansky has been hard put to it to hold his owm, and

lately he has even glven support to some of Slansky's wilder suageations,

It is possible that in case of a reshuffling of the Government, Dolansky will
be repiaced by Fischl, Dolansky, who underwent political scheoling in Hoscow
before the war, formally balongs to the inner staff of the Party, mt he ls Wy
noc means in the innerrost eirels. fie 45 in poor health and is tired, and source
belisves that he would 1liks to relinquish his position if he can do so decently
and quietly. :

1ater of Foxelsn Affairg

Dr. Vlado Clementis still belonged to Gottwaldis grouv a few months ago, bub
sinca that time he has turned to the Cominformists, leaving the so-called right
wing of the Party for good, and is nov emltivating Siancky's friendship. He,
of course, was the dominant personality in the Ministey of Forelen Affairs even
when he was still Secretary of State in the Ministry under Masaryk. He is dili-
ront and clever and is a good spasker. However, source considers him demagogic
and complotely unscrupulous. He is enormously ambitious and likes to surround
himself with great luwxury. . '

. . yy regrl
This document is here:i_,lﬂ )
e EArTIAL In 20001y

45 Oclobg

Archivisigh
# iow Date: 2008

anitized - Approved For Rel

se : CIA-RDP82-00457R002300330002-2




5.

6.

-

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP

457R002300330002-2

SENTIAL

25X1A2g
Juliug Duris, Minigter of Agrienjinre

Duris was more of an anarchist than a Cormunist before the war., He is deseribed
as having the manners of a Hungarian country penf:leman. At the elections in
1946 he 1s credited with caining muech of the farm vote for the Party by promis-
ing to the small farrers and those without land of their own the land of the big
landovmers. He rereated thils promise at hundreds of mublic meetings and in
Parliament. He supported the idea of private landownership (for small farmers)
and even got a paragraph dealing with it ineluded in the constitution. However,
the verdict of the Cominform asainst Tito and his agricultural pelicy came as a
areat blow to Duris, who became the subjeet of similar eriticisms from lMoscow.
Dr. Kotatke, & leading fisure in the Ministry, leoft the office to become chair-
man of the agricultural eooperatives, the so-called "Kolchozy", Duris went to
Moscow to defend himeolf, but even after thls his position remained shalken. It
is completely up to Slansky whether and how long Duris will rerain in office.

Tiliam Sirolkw

Siroky, leader of the Slovak Conmunists, has been drawing closer to Gottwald's
group since last surmer. He is known to be onpposed to terrorism and is con-
sidered a humane and decent person. VYhereas in Hohemfa and Moravia sbout 50,000
people lost their jobs as & result of the February coup, few wers affocted in
Slovakia, and even people vho wore shown to be Iattrich's followers got off with
punitive transfers to other towns. It is considered likely that Siroky, in
spite of his membership in the Cominform, will presently be replaced by soms
more radical personality.

Zdenek Fierlingor, Doputy Prime Mipisten

Immediately after the coup, as soon as Fisrlinger had slavishly completed his
mission, his influence besan to decliime rapidiy. Now he has been deserted by
both Communists and (former) Social Demoerats. He is corpletely without in-
fluence, as he is well awvare, and even his foimey dirsct connection with Moscow
has been cut. '

Dr,_Jayonixr John

Dr. John, a friend of Fierlinger, was promised a hicher position by Cepicka
before the cour. Ie hoped. to become Minister of Foreisn Trade or of Industry
but today is still Chairman of Parliament. In October 1948 he expresssd his
dispust to a friend over the vosition of Parliament, which has becoms s super-
fluous institution, John appears at ceremonies end is allowed %o do such things
as making a speoch at the grave of Dr. Benes or introducing important bills in
Parliament. He is very ambitious and able, but ras no opportuniiy to nrove him-
self at present. . Although he had promised his fyiends befors the coup that he
wnld put up all possible resistance, he continuslly changed his political lime
after the end of 1947 and tried to adapt himself to the mew course set by the
Commnists. Even in Arril, 1948, he wms still able to talk of the absolute
necessity of mairlsining human and democratie riphts, but today he ie a uilling
and servile tool of the Communist Party. Since he is very clever and elastic,
however, scurce would not be surprised if he were to intrigue against the regime
at some future date if he thoughtthis would be advantagsous to himself and that
the outcome was assured, ‘

%

CONFINENTIAL

Sanitized - Approved For Release CIA-RDP82-00457R002300330002-2.



