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i Kontroiikommissionen {Coutrel Commissions): The Control Commissions
SR apoear. to o T ] of the recently consti-

tuted todies which have been superimposed on the regular party crgane
izztional structure. They have not only investigative power in
2xamining the conduect an? efficiency of party work and personnel
but alsc full and specific executive authority to give operational
decisions and instructie ns overriding the decisions of the regular
party leadershinp. That is to say, 1f the Kreisleiter of a certzin
SEL Kreis proposes to initiste a program of gction with which the
Control Commission of that Kreis or of a higher headquarters (i.e.,
Lendesverband or Central Secretarlat) disagrees, the Control
Commission is empowered to overrule his pian and order an alternative
program initiated. Control Commissions exist only on Kreis )
Landesverband (of the five Soviet Zone Linder and of Berlinsg and
Central Secretariat level. Source does not know whether the Corntrol
vomuission members are chosen from the level which they centrol
{i.e.. whether members of a given Krels Control Commission are chosen
from functionaries of that Kreis) or whether they are appointed
from among the funeticnaries of the next headquarters. It appears
clear, however, that membership is appointive rather than elective,
a8 is the case with the Screening Commissions.
The Control Commissior. on the Central Secretariat level is guowr -
s .the Zentraikontrollkommission. '

25X1A6a E Corment:  According to recent reports, Hermann Matern,
formerly co-chairman, with Karl Litke, of the SED Landesverband »
Berlin, has been appointed %o head the Zentraikontrollkommissior. )

2o ugersuchuneskonnissionen (Inyestieating Comissions): The Investi-
gating Lommlssions WeIre uuty as previvus.y thougnt% recently created
h

in the purge and reorganization move which set up e Kontroll~ and
ﬂberprufungskommissionenn They have been in existence from the time
of the creation of the narty. Formerly extending down %o the
Stadtbezirk or Clty District level, they are now set up only on the
Kreis, Landesverband, and Centraky§egretariat levels. A Kreis
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Investigating Commission consists of threse nembers; source does
not know the composition of the commissions on the higher levels.
The Investigating Commissions are not. charged with initiating
investigations into conduct of party affairs, They work only in
conjunction with the regular Party Courts (Parteigerichte), for
whom they serve as a body for the sifting of evidence 1in cases
where formal charges huve been preferred against party nembers.
25X1A6a

Comment: In their capacity of sorting evidence for the
Party Courts, the Investigating Comtmissions perform a function
somewhat analagous to that of the Staatsanweltcochaft under German
criminal court procedure. They differ from the Staatsanwaltschaft
in that they do not prefer charges and do not serve a§ the prosecu-
tion 1n court.) , ‘

3. Uberprdfungskemmissionen Screening Commissions)‘: The Screening
BT ST eHE sPe s oI revets-frou-the-rouse or Factory
Bloek ("ohn- or Betriebsgruppe) level, through City District,
Kreis, and Landesverband level, up to and probably including the
Central Secretarlat, Theirs is the basic responsibility for con=-
ducting the current investigation of all members and functionaries
in preparation for the vnroposed purge of unreliable and inactive
members.,. ‘

4, Partel-pAktivs: According to source, the so-called "Partei-Aktivs"
were selected from activists in various flelds of party work:
functionarles, governmental office holders, propagandists, and so
forth. Having been selected, probably by the Landesverband under
whose jurisdiction they held membership, as exceptionally reliable
activists, they were formally listed as members of the Partedi-~
ktiv snd admitted to a greater degree of trust than the average
functionary. They are, for example, invited to meetings at which
varty leaders outline party plans with more than usual frankness.
Normally, several Partei-Aktivs, l.e., individuals with that
deslgnation, wiil be found in each Kreis, each major governmental
subdivision or administration, and so forth. They are not, however,
organized into groups of Partei-Aktivs, and hence have no organie
leadership, and are not set up as activist cadres.

5. Funktiopfiraktiv. Furktionfivkorps. or Funkiionfpstab. {Funchi
TREIvIse Gronpy PR ek s O S Nen
TEY U, {HeYT creation will be a by-product of the current purge
action, in that recommendations for suitable functlonaries for
appointment will be made by the Screening Commission charged with
the investigation of all members. . The functionaries will be
selected on the basis of thelr activity in agitatlon and propa=
ganda, organizational and class struggle experience, and ability.
They will -be agpointed by, and receive special identity documents
authority, and assignments from, the Landesverband. It is planneé
that thev will constitute special groups directly under the
Landesverband, ready and willing for any assignment. Plans for
Beriin envisage a group of 600 %o 800 mambers.

25X1A6a Comment: Feaders are cautioned to bear in mind that the

Functionary Activist Groups are only in the planning stage. It
would not be safe to assume that they will be constituted as now
nlanned. Tt should further be remembered that. although these

groups are probably plamnmed for the entire Soviel Zone, at present
there is specific information only that the Berlin group is to

be constituted.

The original plans, which seemed clear at fhe time of thelr promul=-
gation, are now not entirely clear to SEC functionaries themselves.
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Certeln functionaries now believe that the SED Krelse will be
empowered to designate members of the group, while others belleve
that the Kreise will have subordinate Functionary Activist Groups
of their own.

w3 -

It 1s the opinion of source that the creation of the "Funktlonlr-
aktiv" discussed here constitutes a redesignation, in effect, of
the "Parteil-fktivs". Wwhether this conversion represents a mere
juggling of terms or a practical stresmlining and strengthening
of the loosely organized Fartei-Aktivs into an activist striking
force, source is nct vrepared to prognosticate.)

’Zahnerﬁgugpeg‘renfq;gmggggggk: Theoretically the Ten-man Groups
Tave exlsted wi n the pirty framework from the beginning. 1In
actuality they have been little more than groups on paper. Apnroxiri
ately two months ago, SED Landesverband Berlin decided that the

groups should be reactivated as elite party tactlcal units
(Parteleinheiten).  Seversl measures were instituted to accomplish
this change, among them instructions to the Ten-man Group leaders

to begin immediately to famillarize themselves with the character,
reliability, and rarty interest of their subordinates. These ,
lead2rs were also instructed to begin the cocllection of dues, which
formerly had been ccllected by the City Distriet, in order to force
them intc contsct with the personnel of their groups. Further, on
the pretext that larger assemblies were no longer practical because
of the fuel and electrictty shortage, regular meetings formerly held
on the House or Factory Dlock level have been ordered held in the
future within the Ten-man framework. The members of the House Elock
Sereening Commissions are to pay varticular attention to the Ten-
man Groups under their jurlsdiction.

Comment: The reader is again cautioned to bear in mind that
the decision to reactivate the Ten-man Groups was made by Landes-
verband Berlin. This means that there is no specific evidence -on
which to base an assumption that the same reorganization is underway

_for the entire foviet Zone.)

AktionSQusschusse {Action Committees): Source had no evidence on
the existence of Action Committees within the framework of the
STD Landesverband Be#lin.

omment: _ source also discounts
the existence of Action Cormittees in Berlin.)
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