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In the course of investigations, begun on 20 Ilay 1948, into the subversive
activities of the Portupuese Communist Party in the Algerve, it was learned
that the PCP extended into all the most important industrial centers, and was
directed and controlled by a Provincial Coruiittee, The Provincial Cormittee
was directed and controlled by functionarics of the Part'r, one of whom was &
member of the Central Committee.

At the time of the mrrest of the nost importent mombers of the local Party
orgenizetions at Faro, Olhao, Vila Real de Santo Antonio, Portinao, Silves,

and Lazos, where activity was cspecially concentrated among the laboring classes
in the fish~canning and cork induatries, by the formation of Factory Cells in
Pactories and Industry Cormittees for the dircction of tasks distributed to
nembers of those Cells, S:mdical Cells were nlsc discovered which carried on
their opcrations within the respective syndicates and sections, end their members
were arrcsted.

Despite the fact that sone meribers of the Syndicel Cells were in contact with
the local organization and in some cases were even tho members responsible for
the local or regional level, it is certuin that all direction for the fulfil-
nent of Party tasks in the symdical field came fron the member responsible

for syndicnl worl:;, and that syndical work was a scparete level iIn the meke-up
of Party organization, even though the responsible menmber belonjed to the
Provincial Comnittee where the namner of oxecuting the cormands of the Party
were discusced mnd aporoved. .

Joge Rodrigues VITORILNO, presideont of the board of the Faro District branch
of the Mational Syndicate of Cork Vorkers, with its scat at Silves, confessed
to being responsible for all syndical work of the PCP in the Algarve. The
direction of that worlt wes plamed in the Provincial Comittee on which he
served. He held soveral neetings of nembers of the boards of syndicates, which
toolz place in the office of the Portimeo Soction of the letional Syndicate of
Canning Industry Vorkers, at which a functionary of the Party also eppeared,
as well as 1lidio RODRIGUES, presidont of tho board of that section, Pedro
FLGSTINO jr., president of the board of tho Vila Roel section of the game .
syndicate, and Joao de Sousa CLCTIOJA, president of the board of

the Olhao branch of the MNational Syndicate of Canning Industry Vorkers.
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At Olheo, in the office of this same syndicate, VITORIANO held & meeting
which was attended by those mentioncd ebove and also by Insoio FLOR, who
at the time was the seocrestary of the Lagos Section of the same syndicate,

bt these meetings plans were laid dowvn for the activity which was to be
carried on in the syndicates.of each of those present, in support of

claims snd pretensions of the workmen which would be presented by committees
whioh the Paurty organization, by means of its Factory Cells, undertook to
form. . . :

At the mesting at Olhao, held a short time before the syndical eslections of
1943, it was decided that all should try, within the scope of the decision
of the Undersecretary of Corporations,.to be re-slected so that the Party
might not lose the posts it hud moguired.

In complisnce with these Party orders each one tried to be elected, together
with the other members of the board who were at the same time members of the
Party or with individuales considered to be sympathetic.

At S8ilves, in the elections of the Directive Bodies of the National Syndicate
of Corkworkers, two lists were prusented, one by the board, the other by the
opposition. The Party, however, took cere not to lose the post of president
of the board. In the list presented by the outgoing board - of which VITORIANO
was president - a certain Jomo du Conceicao PAIMINIA, & member of the PCP
responsible for agitation and propagunda in the Silves local organigation,

was proposcd for the office of president, whereas in the list presented by

the opposition VITORIANO was chosen for the samo office. Whichever list was
elected the Party was certain of having st loast the presidency of the board:
PALMINHA confessed this after his srrest.

Some morbers of the outgoinj; Directive Bodies were nemed in each of the two
1ists presonted, from which it may be judged thet they were drawn up by
agreement and so that they would retain their positions no matter which list
was elected. Actually, the opposition list was elected,

In the lagos Seotion of the National Syndicate of Canning Industry Vorkers,
Tnacio FLOR, the secretary of the board end a confessed momber of the Local
Cormittes of the PCP, after observing that the president of that board waes
not emenable, plunned to replace him. He therefore drew up e list in which his
neme replared the president and asked the board to submit it to the general
asgembly for approval. The presidont, Jose da Conceicao RODRIGUES, drew up
anothor list, on which FLOR's name did not appear. The treasurer of the
board, Manuel REGATAO, s momber of the PCP, was called upon to choose which
list the board would submit to the assonbly, and he sided with FLOR, Thus
the list drawn up by the PCP momber was presented to the amssembly. RODRIGIES
then obtained sufficient signatures, in keeping with the decision of the
Undersecretary of Corporations, to present an opposition list to the assembly,
but the one presented by the board was accepted.

At Portimao there was not even a struggle. The locul organizetion of the
PCP made up & list with tho nemes of tho retiring members of the directive
bodies and within each factory collected the necessary signatures to present
it to the assembly, which elected it. It has now boen determined that the
list elected in 1945 had been drawn up by Domingos dos SANTOS, the sscretary
of the general mssombly, who has been & member of the PCP for a relatively
long time and has served on the local committee. An analysis of the
e®lections shows that in tho general assembly the presidont, Joaquim Inacio
RODRIGUES, is a momker of a Factory Cell and hes hold at least one meeting
of the PCF in his residence. On the board of directors the president, Ilicio
RUDRIGUES, is the member responsible for the Syndical Cell. The secretary
Virgilio Yunes CUCO, is m member of that Cell. The treasurer, Jomo Filipe LARCUS
is also a member of the same Cell. S
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Ilidio RODRIGUES was also & nember of the board of the Faro District
branch of the National Syndicate of Canning Industry Vorkers, with
offices at Qlhao, &as the represeontative of the Portimao Section of

that Syndicate. He also was a member of the Central Corporate Commission
of the Canning Industry.

After the elections at Portimao in the Faro District branch of the
National Syndicate of Office Workers, a petition with fifteen signatures
was presonted, claiming irregularities. The petition was circulated by
Antonio Pereira FERUAIDES ~ the only one of the signers who was present
at the jeneral assembly - who is a member of the Locul Cormittee of the
PCP, and who later confessed that in so doing he was merely following
instructions received from the local organization.

At Olhmo too, there was no struggle. Just as at Portimmo, it was the
local orgenization which drew up the list and got the necessary signatures,
thus bringing sbout the reelection of the president of the board, Jomo de
Sousa CACHOJA, who had been elected to that post last year to replace
Gorminal SEQUEIRA, also electing Ilidio RODRICURS as a member of the bosrd.
With the arreat of Ilidio RODRIGUIS in July, his place on the Central
Corporate Committee was filled by CACHOJA, who was arrested only on 16
September. The latter confesscd to being a member of the PCP and admitted
having teken part in all meetings held by the syndical organisation of

the Party. The president of the Vila Real Section of the syndicsate,

Pedro FAUSTINO jr., was ulso a member of the Olhao board, headed by
CACHOJA; FAUSTINO is also a member of the PCP,

At Vila Real de Santo Antonio, in the elections of the directive bodies
in that Section of the Mational Syndicate of Canning Industry VWorkers,
the board presented a list in which each of the current members was pro=
posed for reelection, This, according to later confossions, was done
upon instruction from the PCP: In 1945 a board had been elected after
havin;; been proposed by members of the local organization of the PCP,
During the course of its tenure one gubstitutien had been necessary, and
Sebastiaso Filipe BELIAQ had been temporarily sppointed treasurer. He

has edmitted being & membor of the Regional Committee of the PCP and the
local representative of the Syndical Cell, BELIAO received his orders
from Padro FAUSTINO jr., the president of the board, who in turn received
his at the meetings conduoted by VITORIANO, with other syndical representa-
tives. The syndical cell at Vila Renl was composed of FAUSTINO, BELIAO,
and Jose Custodio RUFINOQ, all members of the board,

The officers of the geneoral assombly were elected on & list chosen by the
local organization of the PCP,

There wes also a Syndical Cell in the boerd of the Vila Real Section of
the Faro branch of the National Syndicete of Opfice Workers, The Cell,
which was in close contact with BELIAO, was composed of Ilidio Carace
RODRIGUES, the secretary, and Cristiano Augusto XAVIER, the treasurer.
RODRIGUES, in addition to his syndical sctivities within the PCP, was
also a member of a Class Committee of the same Party, set up among the
class of office-workers and bill=collectors there. XAVIER, in addition
to the syndical ectivitiss wes tho one reaponsible for this Class

. Committeo and a member of the local committee of the PCP,

In the genoral assembly the two secrotaries, Francisco Alves do Carmo
PESS/AYHA snd Antonio DUARTE, were members of & cell of the PCP, in contact
with the Locel Committes.

At Faro the representative of the Lisbon Distrioct branch of the Natioral
Syndicate of Milling Industry Workers was Joaguim Jeronimo GONCALVES,

- employed in the mill of the Algarve Industrial Company, who after arrest

confessed to being a momber of the Local Committee of the PCP there.
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2ls To su; up, the following members of syndicatus in the Algurve have
been arrested and their responsibilities proven:

Joge RNodrigues VITURIANO, president of the board of the Faro
District branch of the Matioral Syndicate of Cork Vorkers, with
of'fices at Silves,

Joao de Sousa CLCIIOJA, president of the board of the Paro District
branch of the N'ational Syndicate of Canning Industry lorkers
with offices at Olhao.

L{lidio RUDRIGULS, president of the Lourd of the Portinao Section of
the Mational Syndicate of Cunning Industry lorkers.

Pedro TAUSTINO jr., president of the bourd of the Vila Real Section
of the National Syndicate of Cunning Industry Vorkers.

Inacio FLOR, president of the Lourd of the Lu,os Section of the
Hational Syndicate of Canning Industry lorkers.

Joao Filipe LAROULE, trossurer of the Lourd of the Portinso Section
of the MNationul Symdicate of Canning Industry lorkers.

Jose Custodio RITIN0O, sccretury of the Lourd of the Yila Reul Section
of the lational Syndicate of Canning Industry lorkers.

Ilidio Caraca RULRIGU..S, secretary of the Loard of the Vila Peal
Section of the Faro bistrict branch of the Yational Symdicute of
uffice \Jorkers, .

Sebastimo Filipe HBLLIAQ,, treasurcer of the boerd of the Vila Real
Section of the Yotionul Syndicate of Canning Industry \orkers.

Cnristiano hugusto XLVIER, treusurer of the board of the Vila Real
Section of the Faro Listrict brench of the National Syndicate of
Office \lorkers.,

Joaquin Joroninmo GU'C/ LVLS, Paro representative of the Lisbon District
branch of the Vatiorwl Symdicate of '1illing Industry Viorkers.

Jose da Coneeicuo PLLMIVIL, vropused, but not elected, as president of
the Faro District branch of the Yationul Syndicate of Cork Lorkers,
with offices at Silves.

On conditional liberty:

fintonio DUARTE, secretery of the general ussenbly of the Vila Real
Section of the Paro District branch of the Nutional Syndicate
of Office workersa

ilembers of gmdicetes, also of the PCP, not yet arrested:

Francisco Alves do Carmo PESSAVILL, secretary of the genersl assembly of
the FParo District branch of the Yational Syndicate of Office norkers.

Dominges dos SK'TUS, secretary of the gencrel agsembly of the Mational
Syndicate of 0ffice Vorkers. ’

Virgilio Nunes CUCY, scerctary of the board of the Yational Syndicate
of 0ffice lorkers. ’

Hanuel RLGLTAO, treasurer of the board of the Lugus Section of The
Mationul Syndicate o Office Vorkers.

22, As regards the other national syndicates in the Algarve no connection
with the PCP has as yet been found, but investigations wre continuing.
Considering the security neasures which the Party organization takes,
these investigations must necessarily be slow, us indeed the previous
ones were, since only now hus it buen possible to obtain concrete proof
of the merbership of those cited above in the PGP,
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