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1. In s recent discuision, Giovanni Oronchi, President of the Chamber of Deputies,
rovzaled his point of view on develomm-s within the Partito Democratica Crise
tiano (FiT) with regard to labor union disputes and changee taking place in
“he high levels of the police,

2, Gronchi, denied recenmt information from various sources to the effect that
he had suffered any rebuff in the Asscciazione Cristiena Lavoratori Italiani
(ACLI) Congress. He¢ stated that, on ‘the contrary, he actually had been re-
ceived very warmly <t the Gonrross. and that he was satisfied with the out-
come which had resulied in the adoption, essentially, of the program that
he hnd sugpested. Further, he indicated that he had been invited to attend
a meeting at Bologna, carly in October, of PDC labor leaders to draw up the
details of the ACLI >rogram,

3o Gronohl confirmed thet there is every intention on his part to bring %o a
heed latont conflicts which have existed within the IDC, chiefly those arising
out of the bureaucratic control exercised over the whole Party by prescnt meme
bers of the Ixecutive Committee. At the National Committee meeting, held early
in September, at Grotiaferrata, Gronchi had not won his point for an early
Party congress, but hxd succeeded in securing approval for the holding of
pre=-congress rmeeting, some time in the e arly winter, At the pre-congress met-
ing, Gronchi indicatrd that there would be an attempt to chanpe the eonstitution
of the Party, in order to break the rigid hold by the Central Party Directorate,
25X1A6a on the ranlz and file of the Party.

4, Gronchi confirmed rumors montioned to him that he to publish a
daily newspaper, probably by the end of October. m In-
dependent informatlon indicated the probable title o e nowspaper as La

" Liberth, the press as that of Orso, in Rome.) -

bs (ronchi stated that he expected results vrithin the Pa.rty ©to become spparerrb
by spring when the Party congress would be held,
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Gronchi stateithat the views of Iuigi Gedda, Director of the Comitati
Civioi of Azione Cattolioa were, in many respects, vory close to those of
his own. Oronchi further added that Gedda had placed his owm organiza-
tion at his (Gronchits) disposition on all views which both held in common.
Gronchl agreed that the implications of this policy within the Party would
mean (a) the outting of its ties with the large industrialist and proprie-
tor groups with whioh it had been assooiasted dwing and after the elections,
and (b) a eonsequent reduction in the amount of funds at its dispositiocn,
and, further, that politiocally this would mean that rightist groups which
had been pround-out during the last elections would agein reappesr on the
politiocal scens.

The FDC, he agreed, probably would decline in number of votes, in the
future. He declared, however, that it would not deoline in effaectiveness,
beocause, as demonstrated by the present situation, even an overwhelming
political majority is not a definltive factor in the actual composition
of the rovernment, which continues to rest upon an alliance with, and par-
ticipation in, the govormment by other parties,. ’

Actually, Oronchi stated, it has geined the PDC 1ittle to have an overwhelm-
ing majority when, in praotice, it is nocessary to base the formation of
their govormnment upon a coalition poliocy in which the majority party finds
it necessary to place elements of other parties in positions of such impor-
tance as the Ministry of Viar and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Gronchi contimued that he does not feel personally that the FDC will hold
political control for the five-year perlod contemplated by the sonstitution,
that is, until 1662, He stated that, if the international scene does not
break, one can expect serious political developments by the summer or fall
of 1949, -

Gronchi stated oategorically that the present Commmist objective is to bring
about an enlargement of the government in which they will participate with

the PDC. Gronchi described Alcide Do Oasperi as a true Giolittian, He stated
that De Gasperi talks as little as possible, that he nevor opposos anyone, and
that in cases where three or mores of hie collearues are in disagreement,

he always avoids a pronocuncement and resorts to a delaying technique.

In reply to a query, Oronchl stated that follawing the last talk with souroe,
during which the question of the Ministry of Interior had been reviewed, he
personally had interested himself in the question of the substitutlon of the
chief of police and had backed up Marioc Scelba f orcefully in this aoction.
Gronehi spoke so firmly that he gave the impression that he actually had

played an important part in dringing about Luigl Ferrarri's substitution. ¥ronchi
added, however, that he was beginning to have a munmber of doubts with respect
to Scelba, who, he felt had becore interested in his work as a policeman rather
than as a Minister.
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