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carly part of the twenlicth century, Tsarist Russia hed succseded in
J',m,, from the Gresks hegemc over the Crthodox Churches of the Arab
cth through %he considersble sums of money that Russia spent on the
:.nd by the fact that Recsia save her protecticn o the chureche
leaders went fo Russia Zar their education snd the ehurch acquirad
siderable nurber of Rus: .2y chavacter: L:)tnc Most of 'the pr*punrt
aeliraveby of the Patrisr hat . o s Rt e M AL e S - riod.

“r"‘*ev tie Fokshevik 1, Wwhen a1l connections with Russie were saverad,
«xo ULH”‘OdCu{ Church ! 4 faced the problems of Finznce and

i "ith no ou t.SJ da a'dy the Church waladministered and mice

acl its rich r»llgz.u. r bequests (¢ (awga af) and, with Russian highar
closed e them. the ¢logy fell into ignorance and the laivy,
having few schosls of its own md no colleges, was foy to atiend the
nupereous Catholice sebeols whiox enjoved the suppors of Lin powers.

4 new era of hope onened for the Nrbhodox Churen werbers of the Levant with the
onening in 19Lh of the Tegstion in Beirud by he Soviet Union, which had by
then abandoned ibs s ;.aouf anti-relipious stand and had bepome the protector
Cof the Orthodex € propagands rea c‘m,d not cm”i.y the Orbhodow
BAEese far oo jraorant e‘:o have any conceptd of the hrue position of the
% Union, bub alse theae mcﬂzﬁhe:m cf the Orthodox helrarchy
venal ar moh sh erough to shut their e yes to reality. The Patviavch
loch, Alexandey Tabhar, a man of ef, ghby-th 2@y, was Influsnced by the
: propaganc bub the crly twe men with suffict ent edus a.oF pr,n_t:?,ge:
o sues ﬂoa Tahhen as Patriar are no% condidered pro-Sovies, Jive s the )
et Imating Huraykih of Hama, follows a strong Arab nationalist 11
r ang nore lee’iy coadidate for the office, 1T “IXE’G\‘O‘JJ g A"mmit.xngm'iig,
¥etrepolide of Tyre, n"LC(;n, and_Deoendencies, is highly respacted and kmewn
i'of nis -a.n i=Soviet attitud:, Comment. Aceor dmg) to a public ammcuneenent.
wag transferved inm October o Lhe important zee of Tripoliy )
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his document is haroby regraded. wl
Lhoi:dF‘:g?;l"lAL in accordance w&h :::
jetter of 16 October 1978 m‘l°
Director of Central intetligence
Archivist of the Umted States.
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vacant for many years. He was replaced in Scuth Lebanca by Bulos Khurig
who 1s reported by a source with good contacts in the Chureh to be anbie
Communist. He is the brother of Fahim Khuri, leader of the Usba3
al=1Amal al-Qammi /league of National action/, and brother-inelsw of
thbdullah Qubrusi, Heed of the political commities of the Syrian

Popular Pariy.)

Lo The Soviets bave, thersfore, found other candidates, one of whom is
Iyas Salibi, bhe Metropolitan of Bedrub. A men of low social origin
and very little education, Salibi has managed to envich himself through
misappropriation of the religlous bequests which he controls. Politiecally,
Salibi hses made an alliance with Habib Abu=Shahlah, Gresk Orthodox deputby
from Mb. Lebanon and lawyer for Tapline, and Nigola Rizqellah, Muhafisz
of Beirut, which alliance source states has been advantageous %o ali thres.
Salibi proclaims openly that the Soviet Union is going to win the "coming
war with the West," and thet the Patriarchate of Antioch should "jump om
the band-wagon.® Source states positively that Salibi does not take money
from the Soviets but is following the Soviet line because he hopes thatb
they will make him the next Patrisrch of Antioch., He is also spending
considerable sums of money % ensure his clection. Salibi has great
inflrencs over Patriarch Tahhsn, who has been heard o echo Salibifs
statements on an eventual Soviet vichory,

5. Other sovist supporters in the Church in addition to Salibi ars
Archbishop Karam, Metropolitan of Mt. Lebanon, who source states, definitely
takes money from the Soviets, and Archimandrite Samshsh, whe is a Sovieb

25X1A Intelllgence agent. Comment. For previcus stabements concerning
this intsllipgence sctlvity of Samshah and for information on Karam,
ﬂ 25X1A

6. A% the celebrations of the 500%th Amniversary of the Moscow Church, held
in Mescow ia July 1948, which the representabtives of the Patriarch of Antioch
attended with an eye %o the reesteblishment of the same direet financial
assistance which Antioch had enjoyed under the {sars, Saumshsh proposed a
toast to Stalin as the "deferder of the Orthodox Church.? Source states
that the representatives of the Patriarchabe of Antioch evidently made &
poor impression on thelr Russian colleagues.

7o TVhen the Russians began to present pre-arranged resolutions which were
in conflict with what the Greek mesbers of the Church thought 4o be the
rezl reason for the gathering (i.e. the amiversary celebration of the
Hoscow Chureh), the Greck members left the conference, The '
Anticeh representatives, despite the warnings of the Creek menbsrs of
“he Church, then Joined in anti~Papal resolutions. The only materisl
gain that Antioeh received from the Soviets, howsver, was a promise of
the revemue of one church in Mosecow.
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f. Samahah was left behind by the delegation in loscow ostensibly to i
srrange for the revemue of the church promised by the Soviets, but i
probsbly also o give certain assistance to the Soviets to anable
tham bo strengbhen their hold on the Patriarchabe of Anticeh,
. sonree olaims. Howsver, considerable pressure is being exerted for
e recall of Somahah from Moscow, but there 1z also talk of sending .
2acon Sasileos Gavan, brother of Cowmunis® Fusd Qazan, in his shead. .
Razan bas commenced to learn Russisn. Comment. A second sourgs 25X1A
with good cowbacts in the Orthodex Church svated That Gzzan had besn

E
transferred o Aleppo under Aprchbishop Raphael Wime, an enemy of $ha
present Patriareh, )

¥ Concerning the problam of education of the prisstheod, m 25X1X ;

25X1X when the Patriarch was questioned about sending £
ERIGENGS o e sovieh seminars, ne answered that there wers no sulbabls

candidates. Tha Greek Government offered 4o put fhree students through :

2 eaclesiastical scheol ab Corinth, ard the Gresk (lnveeh offered

e wore students still higher training.

25X1X A6 the freek Govermment had offered
3 tieal school, snd adds that 1
ne Pabrisceh said that he did nob have anyone at the mement to send £
beinusty vefusing ¥ acespht this offer for fesr of offending the Zovieta. -
4% present thers are students from the Antiosh Patwriarchate in both of the i
Assion seclsaiastieal schoole at Paris, one of which backs the present ;
reglne in Mussiz, and the other of which is White Russisn, : !

1l. Apother question to be solved by the Chureh is the mather of a Russian H
lest to be delegated to the Patrisrchzte of Anbiosh as a lisison man.

swe is alresdy a Russion helping the Patriarch, a layhan naned Bogolyubski,
#w claims to be 2 White Russien, bub whose true allegisncs is aneertalng

Soupse xs”r;a‘isee;%g Commeatto For additionzl information on 25X1A
Segoiyubski ‘Bogoliovskis ) The priest who usad to serve
ne Ausgian commmity in Bel 5 Archimendrite Simeon Nilkitin, has

parted but is eertain 4o be replaced, mqmmantu & Maronite source 25X1A
hat Father 3ichlkov nad beer appointed o serve the

-
s

The Gresis, to counterach growing Soviet influence, have tried %o bave

Gher Pabwdarch of Anbloch accept o lisison man from the freek Chard =

thelr copdidate for This pecition is fbe archiprriest., Constentines horaltakis,
e recantly arrived in Belrub as shaplain to the Oreek Legation.

Moraitakis was edvesied at the Ovthodox School 4n ir8y. Rumania, and is

A ven of high ealibar. Recently he has been expelled by %he Soviess .
from Rumanie, where he had besn the chaplain o the Qresk Legation dn
Buchavest tnd later was with the Swiss Logation, vhere e was working

Yie

ab the time of his expulsion. F Commento Morzitakis iu 25X1A
posgibly identical with Bishop Moratinos /Ar Toriatakiz” who raportedly
1. By & et -

brer expelled from Rumaris recently fOr anti~Commmist activitias

725 reporbed to be in Greece. [} Moraitakis has been precented to 25X1A
Patydarch of Antioch, who does nobt want o accepd lm as a delesate

Irom bhe Gresk Chureh, possibly fearing that the Ruzsizns could than demand

e same privilege. source shates.
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Although a meebing of the Holy Synod is dus, when most of these
gquestions might be expected to be discussed openly, the Synod may
be postponed for some time, not only as Avehbishop Karam ig 113,
sut alse as the Patriarch of Anticch is not anxious for a meeiing.
Source stabed that the reason for the Patriarch’s opposition iz
that his enemy, the Archbishop Raphael Wimr, wishes to bring up

a scendal emharcasing to the Pabriarch, which secuses him of
sailing for his omn bemefit certain Yawlaq® land belonging %o the
convent of Belemend in Kura Qazah, near Tripoli. N Comnento.
& mention of this appeared in the Beirut newspeper al-Nabar on
15 Septaubar, ) ' '
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