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i The Viet Minh, in the sarlier stages of the war, smployed scorched earth
tactics with greet thoroughness and ruthlessness when feced with a French
attack too strong to rssist. In mid-19L7, however, e naw tactic was de-
velopad and, at presemt, the scorshed earth polisy is hardly employed a%
alls For want of e bettar neme the new taoctics might bs celled "collepsible" .
The scorched earth %uctics were sbanduhoned in part because of the largs
proportion of larpe installations and big honses which hed already bsen
destroyed; and partly hecauss it wes found that the "eccllepsible™ tuctics
were less costly and oqually effective. The new tactics, in general;-are
characterized by the fD]lOWLUé )

a. Construction and use of a simplified form of house which may easily
bs talen apart end the pieces scattered before the Frenmch arrive, and tlsn
S susily reconstructsd after the departurs of ths Fronch.

) Bs  Stocks of rice ars largely removed from the locality before the
vench ettack, but sufficient is left for the nourishment of the populaiion
during the expected period of French cccupation. These stocks ere removad
from their bags, sad the grains scattered on the ground over & large arsa
so that it 1s impossible for the French either 4o gather the grain or to
destroy it. The loeal population, at night, gathers erough of it for the
next day's use,

2e Growing rics is doalt with in the following mevner. Nsither side
wishes %o destroy it while it is still green. VYien it ripens thers is a
sOrt of race between the French and the Viet Minh to see who can gat at
the ;rain first to harvest it., The Viet Ilinh is usually suscessful as
nest of the crop rivnsens st one tine and they are far mors numerous. is

threstened zonss ths Vied Minh employs large tatialions of locel residernts
who ave able to harvest a large £ield in a single night.

d As many catble as possibla are removed before the Frernch aitbacl.
Ihe remeinder are left in stables which are heavily guarded with hooby
traps. o C

e¢.. The population rotires from the villages and resppears oniy as
night. Lvary ons must be preparsd to svacunie a’ shori notice, carrying
onily abselute necessities.

f. An elaborate watching systen has been developed to observe the
movemants of the Fronch. Bincceulars are in great demard.

g- In threatoned zones markets themselves are "collepsible”. There
are no installations. The word is simply pessed around ths night beforo
thet the warket will be heid ths next day at & certain spot. fihe psasants
erriva with their producs %o ssll. A systen of fixed pricss, plairvly warkes3
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or listed, is used so that no time will be wasted in hargaining. The
markets are not held twice in the same place.

"h. . Markets may be held as close as 6 1 lometers from a French post.
In such a case thers is usually a screen of watchors and Tu-Ve at verying
distances up to 2 kilometers from the post. Detwsen the Tu-Ve and ths
market, a distence of about L kilomsters, there is a soreen of Du-Kich
(literally "walking atbtack" or guerrillas). If the Frenmch attack in the
direction of the market, but in smell foros, the Tu~Ve end Du-Kich may
countarattack. If the attack is in relatively large forcs. the rarket
disporses. The Tu-Ve and the Du-Kich also go inte tsmporary hiding.
Normally. howsver,. the French would not dare to make a very deep a%teck
as it is usudlly necessary for them %o return to their post at night.

From the point of view of waspons the backbone of the "collapsible™ tactic
of the Viet Minh is land-mines. jrenedes and booby traps. The Japarese
laft large stocks of 200, 300, and 500 kilogram aerial bombs in the Thai
Nguyen end Bac-Xan regions. The sxplosive in these bombs has been ex-
tensively used by the Viet liinh for waking minass. gronades, and booby traps.

The Viet Minh heve succseded in sctablishing numerous, though not very large,
ssourity zones. The principal ones are in the Thai-Hguyen Tuyen-Quang arse.

It is in this zono that the various seats of tha Vist Nem Govern: ent, dispirsed
and mohbile, are et the present tira.

Ihe Fronch, being uneble %5 launch & large-scals atbtack on the whole of Torkin,
have been obliged to divide it up into triangles and attempt to dsal soparc.tsly
wihh the various triangles. The affert is to occupy the three sides of the
triangle and push inward, attempting %o pocket the Viet Minh inside and gred-
ually reduce thom. The Viet Minh countsrweasures have been:

2- To break off the French pincers movements. For this purpose it wes
found necessury to have the army under unified command. This sxplains the
incorperation of ths Tu~Ve into the Regular Army in 1047. ‘.hen tHe Viet Miuh
have been ahle to meke advance preparations in the baltle areas they have
nearly always besn successful in breaking off the pincers movements.

be Vhen the Viet Minh ars unable to make udvance preparations of the
hattle ares thsy find it wiser to rastire for the time being end prapare e
later attack to coincide with an attack from within the triangde, in order
to break the siegs and permit the recovery of the ¥iet Minh personnel and
material besisged within the iriangle. These tactics have been quite success-
ful inasmuch as the Franch have not sufficient forces to besiepe several puc-
ets at onco.
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