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1. SMA Karlshorst declared itself ¢issetisfisd with the course
of exprogrilations in Ssxony-Anhalt, since g relatively large
number of flrms had been returnsd to private ownera retheyn
than transferred to Land ownershlp. Dr. Herpel, o wember of
the Berlin lentral Sequestration Commission, who had worked
in Halle previously,was alsc oub of favor For his "papitalistic”
connectiond end his ssquestratlions in Sexony-Anhalt .

2. For these ressons, SMA ordered & rapid re-cxamination of &Ll
expropristions and sent to Halls & special cogmlsslon In
Pebruary under one Walz. Through its branch, offices, 1% no%.
only collected materisls and investigated restorations of
propérty but also examined in detail many rnew firwms. OF

- these lalter, only those whlch were progpsiring were considered .,
The commission did nct hesitate to remove Irom records any
materiel to the advantage of former owners which might prevern
sequastration. After a rumor that a thousend .new [irms woul

be expropriated, actuelly elghty-three werc sequestsred, in
which the number of employees end the profitable character of
the business were evidently the determining factors. Tlsse
Included four shos factories in Welsaenfelss the Warbtick
furniture firm, the EBode constyucticn flrz, the Dessauer sugar
factory, and she Schubert bread Tactory in ¥Halle: and the
Dlnnhaupt printing flrm in Desszaun.

3. Sanctioning of these measures was reguested in advance un
3 larch 1948 from the Iand cebinet, where thsre was an mssured
SED majority. Hinister President Hilbener succeedad in pre-
venting a considerable number of expropriations, but even he
was handloapped by nobt knowlng the procedurss $o be ussd,

4, Beasons glven for expropriation wers of the Tollowing tyoe:
The Wenzel shoe factory in Welssenfals during the war mede
military »oots which were trled out by concentration camp
prisoners on marches of thirty lilomobers Cr mors. AL:) 1)
the owner was cleer of party connectlons, he was acoussd of
crimes against humenity ang imprisoned under Order Z01, swd
his business was expropristed. A Welssenfels bravey %ﬁ‘“w
propriated because it produced buer which wag pasd g
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during the war. The Bickel shoe factory in eissenfels was
checked by the Volkskontrolle and expropriated because a

small quantity of unreported stock was found. Factory councils
end similar organisations played a considerable part in such
expropriations.
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