s

CLASSIFICATION

IRERRTY T
SEY P

I : b
\i\; . Approved For éé?é‘é@éob@ ?‘l
< INFORMAT b od
25X1
COUNTRY Germany (Russian Zone DATE DISTR. @ June 1948
SUBJECT Activities of Freies Deutaschlund NO. OF PAGES 2
Personnel ]
NO. OF ENCLS.
(LISTED BELOW)
DATE OF T0¥2  March - April 1948 Cl A Libr ary SUPPLEMENT 70 25X1X

EX This WUIRIT CONI‘MRS INFDR“ATION AFFECII NG THE NATIONAL DEF:H’ 1
Bl OF THEZ UMITED STATES WITHIN THE HNEANING OF TH@ ESPIONACK ACY §

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION FOR THE RESEARCH
USE OF TRAINED INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS

1ﬂ )

2.

3a

25X1

Quarters for 700 German officers of the former National Komite
Freles Devtschland were arranged in the irmy Sport School at

Berlin/‘insdorf through the local '¥D chief carly in March 1948.
The officors were to arrive by plane about the middle of Yarch,
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i conference of SCN functionaries held at Stralsund in early
March, officially called by SMA, included about 250 persons, of
vhom two-thirds were former members of the NFD or the League of
CGerman Officers. They had all arrived in Germany in December
1947 or January 19483 twelve were renorted to be members of the
CIU and four of the LDP. Information on conference activities
was unobtainable since all sessions were secret, tut it was
rumorad to concern the work of NKFD members and %0 include in-
structions from a high political official of the SHA at Sehwerin.

Among war prisoners returned from the USSR to the Russian Zome
since the end of 1947, an increasing oproportion consists of
officers and soldlers trained by the NKFD., Some of these[ 1 25x1

]are in administrative

positions, rtui the larger part form a "leadership reserve" prepared
for action. They exercise an important nsychological influence in
the Russian Zone through their conspicuous self-assurance and their
clever adoption of Hazi bourpeois lines of reasoning, They are
apparently the tools of an effort eventually to chammel the political
thinking of the nonwSED nasses along Russian lines through appeals

to nationalist sentiments.

During april five new department heads were appointed in the
labor office of the city of Leipzipg; all are former members of
Freles Deutschland. | ] Rolf
Helm, who was appointed General Prosecutor for Land Saxony in
Decerber 1947, is also & former HNKFD and BdO member.. ifter
beconing a nrisoner of war during the Taganrog retreat in 1942,
he remained in Hussia until the surmer of 1947 and then returned
to Germany to work in the Central idminlstration for Justice.
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5. [ | or, Semmler, former

grivate secretary of Dr. Goebbels, appeared at the Centrsl
Secretariat of SED in Potsdam on 3 Januvary 1948 and conferred
with organizational leader Kreuziger. GCoebbels sunt Semmler
to the front in 1943 for officer training; in the fall of 1944
he was captured by the Russians and jcined the NKF), fop which
he wrote many appeals and manifestos. He declared ‘hat he had
returned to JHterbog from Moscow by air on 2 January 1948 with
a nurber of other prominent members of Freies Deutscaland.

6o | | in Leipzig, that city was silected
25X1X as the foundation point for a new naitionalist party an: possitly
as the seat of its permanent directorate, Office spac: for the
local Leipzig group was rented in the Turmhaus on the yvrmer
25X1 Augustus Platz in late April
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