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1. According ‘i’.o{ shatements mada by Musbafa al-Aris, prominent Beirst Comunist
&nd Chairman of the Lebanase Federation of Labor Unions, the hest vrnisction
sor Trans-Arablan Pipelina Company ilaborers would be the formition of an
organization of their own. Suclh an organiszation, for which governmert
recognition would have to be sacured, would nrotect the lshorars and ersure
their continued employmert. Aris already has some of his best men preaching
among TAPCO workers the necsssity for such an organization and has instrucied
i1s key men in various lahor organizations to advocate the sams measure.

<- During the week of 18-25 Septemher Mustafa al-Avis celled the heads of
come of the unions (carventers. masons, painters and mechanics) to a neeting
in his office for a discussion of the TAPCO labor situastion. ‘The namas of
vnemployed workers in these various unions were read and it was decided to
nota the names of the wost rapstle workers and to submit thase %o Aris. The
jatier promised to secvrs the necassary recommendstions for employment, with
TAP  (presumably from individuals in the government) for as many as
zoasible of the candidates- :

2. The Communiszta are also “rving in euite a different way to cre {2 disturbancas
Ior TAPCO. In Moslem circles thay charge the Company with del berate
favoritism for Christians and in Southarn Labanon soraad the rmor that the
Company 18 hiring $9o sany men from Reirut and surrounding distriste; in
Damaseus the Communists ' .im that the lebaness will have the "lion"s share.®

#. It is also raported that many of the drivers who formerly workes] Sor the
French politieal officers are already in the zervice of TAPCO. Sore of these
uen were information agents as well as drivers. g
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