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. Notwilthsteanding allegations that the Commmist Party

solidly united orgenization, considersble friction criste among its members.
The struggle most closely watched by the Communists taemselves 58 that beltween
Otavio Brandso and Luie Carlos Prestes. The latter has the backing of the ‘top
echolon of the PCB. 4 dispute flared up recently over Brandao's for«ed with=
draval from the Municipel Chamber o the appointment of Prestos® alst~r as
pubstitute for Pedro de Carvalho Braza.

1. Brimdso has been unsble, thus far, toc corroborate his claim that he was chosen
by the Soviet leaders to toke over the command of %ae PCB and to act sg lisison
betweon 1t end the USSR as soon as he hcs esteblis:d himself wlth the masses.
Nevertheless, the top echeion of the PCB ic awar: of the fact that the USSR ‘
favors Brandso because of his penchent for direc. and violent actdon, and source
roports thet every effort is being made to decroase Brandao's prestige with the
Russiang, ‘

2. After hs roturn from Russla over g year ago, Brendao refused to join any cof the
fections within the Party, but campaigned aleme to overcome the aptagonism of
the masees snd to gain a following. In this he has been quite successful
through the modification of his ebrupt mamner. Although his recent populerity

 has aroused intense opposition from members high in the PCB, Brendso has, how-
ever, been supported by his colleagues in the Municipal Chambor since the

Comunists attempt to conceal their internal dissonsion.
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When Eloize Prestes, sister of Lulz Carles Prestes and sister-in-law cf Erandao,
was appointed to the Municipal Chamber &s substitute for Pedro de Carvalhe ’
_Braga, Brandeo was compelled to read; o as Councllmsn, in view of the law of the
Federal District prohibiting relatives to occupy seats on the Cowncil at the

some time. This move was forced upon Brandao by Presies, backed by the other
directors of the FCB.
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BN, oo snother example of the opposition sccorded Brandeo, the dis-
sgreament over alspesch which the latber was scheduled 1o deliver on 16 Septembexr
-entitled "The Battle of 1941.* PCB leaders cancelled the spesch, osteneibly

to spare the Party embarrassment, but actvally to keep Brandao from reaching

the public and enbaneing his position. ntervention of Tvan Ramos
Ribeiro, now heed of the Communist MAIF , Brandso succc:ded in 29X1A2g
obtaining permission to spesk on another subject. This concession esrried with
1t two conditions: that the lecture would be censored in advence by the PCB
leaders, and thet all arrengements would be made by porsons designated by them.
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