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1. Until 1945, the Hoviets were correct in elaiming that they did not bother the
chureh, the clergy, or religlous ceremonies in the Western Ukraine. Howaver,
1945 narked the baginuing of anti-chureh agitation and perseeution sf leading
churshmen. The first anti-church articles arpeared in the Lvov rapsr, Free
Ukralpe, and were followed by police troop attacks on the Metropolitan's
ralace and other ineidents. On 9 May 1945, all bishops and assistants in
Galicia were sirested, inenrcerated in Lvov, and held incommnieado. Theo-
logical studerts were arrested snd taken to Belaya Tserkov; the youager ones
wore sent home and the others were enrolled in the Army, Two priests were
mardered in the Ivov area.

2. In an attempt Ly the Soviets to eleminate the Greek Catholie Church, a "Group
for the Merger of the Grsel and Russian Orthodox Churches" was founded on
28 May 1945, Founders of the group were: Dy, Gabriel Kostelnik of Lvov, &
Greek Catholic priest; Dr. Mikhail Melnik, pastor of Nyshankoviehi (sic);
and Antonii Pelvetsldi, city chaplain of Kopychyntse. Secrotary of the or-
fanlzation was Sergel Khrutzkii. The group was officially recosmized by the
Soviet Government.,

3. The group called a congress of bishora. Sinee all Gresi: Catholie bilshops had
been arrested, new ones were appoinhed by Patriarch Aleksii. On 24 and 25 Fob~
ruary 1946 in Kiev, Antonii Paivetii wae made Bishop of Stauislav and
Dr. Melnik Bishop of Przemysl-Drogobych-Sambor, Makarii had been nade Bishop

25X1A  of Lvov and Taraopol in April 1945. O oot Soe B o

25X1A these threa bisaops.) 4t vhe congrass, attended by 216 priests and 15 lay-

, men but not attonded by the opposition, the followins resolutions=were mssed:

s L. Anmiment of the Berest Union of 15%6.

S

2. Separation from the Clureh of Rome.
3. Return to the Orthodox Ancestral Church.

el

4. Mermer with the old Reesian Orthodox Churches in the Soviet Union.,
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4, leavy rrossure wns exerted by the WKGB on priests to join the nev cihurch.
An NKGB reprenentative for Church navters, whose fask ws to suporviss church
sorvices, vas appointed fwr the urea. ilany rriests fled, were deportod, or
petired to eivilian 1ife. The result 'ms that hardly any priests wore loft.
Phe new Orthodox Church was boycotted by the pomlation. :

5, Anti-church action was undertaken amainnt monks also. The monBstory of the
Order of Redenptionists, located in the suburbe of Lvev, was seized by the
povormment and the nonks vere forbidden to hold services. In adlition, all
brench monasteries of the Redemptionists wore confisceted cxeept the Tolosko
ionastery nezar Lvov, wich the order -ms allowed to retnin., Convents also.
were disbanded. The muns, howover, eoutimod to cireulate as murses in the
Carratho-Ukraine, 'mnrery, Czachoslovakia, and Toland and brourht vsofvl in-
formation back fron their travels.

6. On 1 lay 1946, there wore sixty priests in Lvov vho hod not joined the Ortho-
dox Church. In Septembor 1946, they wor> ordered to register with the suthoritics.

7. In the fall of 1946, courses were storted in Pochayev-Volhynian (sie) for the
education of new Orthodox pricsts for Gelicia. EDighty —orcent of the Vollgnian
prieats of tho opposition mre arrected.

8. Also in the £nl1l of 1946, a trial wan inctirated in Kiev aminot the Greck Catholic
archbishops. Slipii, letrorolitan of Lvov, wno centenced to elcht yoars in prisen.
The Bishor of “tanislav, Choryshin, dled in the Kiev prison. The rrelate Kunitzkii
and the priest Galland died in the Lvov prison. In Aupust 1946, lotropolitan Slipii
wrote to Lvov from his exile in Kranoyarck, Siberia, that he was working in a tracto
faetory nicking wool (oic). Abbot Klemens Sheptytzkil -ms forbidden rogidence in
Lvov and noy lives in the Uhniv Cloister. The Abbess of the Studite Order was sen~
tenced to twenty years in vrricon. :

9. A giniler fate befell the Roman Catholic Church in Lvov. The Roman Setholie Arch-
bishop, Tvardovskl, ws. Jenorted to Toland, and tho Doman Catholic churches were
closed. .
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